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TIVERT ON. 


O you, my friends, this work is dedicated; becauſe 
it was at firſt undertaken to advance your inte- 
reſts, by opening to your view, and depoſiting in your 
hands, a chronological liſt of the public charitable 
donations, deſcription of their preſent ſtate and con- 
dition, and the names of the preſent diſpenſers of 
them; that you might know where and to whom to 
apply, as how to deſerve the preference of ſharing 
their aſſiſtance. / 

Moſt of theſe benefactions were intended, by the 
worthy and conſiderate donors, for perſons of your 
character; in aid of your honeſt induſtry and care, 
to ſupport yourſelves and families with ' eaſe and 
ſatisfaction; and to prevent the neceſſity of applying 
for the too undiſtinguiſhing pittance of pariſh relief: 
a neceſſity which too often ſprings from diſſolute man- 
ners, neglect of the proper means of obtaining a 


competence, or declenſion of that ſpirit of emulation, 
A which 


i; DEDICATION, 


which is wiſely planted in the human breaſt as a mo- 
tive to the beſt exertions. 

It is incumbent on men of every rank in life to 
perform the ſeveral duties of their reſpective ſitua- 
tions; to ſecure, improve, and enjoy, the peculiar ad- 

vantages they are capable of affording. 

To be diligently employed then in the duties of 
your ſtation, is the beſt means of obtaining the com- 
forts of life, ſecuring the bleſſing of the Univerſal 
Parent, the Great Diſpenſer of all good, and the fa- 
vour and aſſiſtance of wife and good men. 

Further. Yours 1s the ſtation in which the Meſ- 
ſiah of God, and Saviour of mankind, was placed; 
and, perhaps, the beſt for cultivating thoſe diſpoſitions 
of mind, and affections of heart, that are neceſſary to 
qualify us for partaking of his divine inheritance. 

Improve then, my friends, to the beſt of your powers, 
the allotments of Providence, how low or afflictive 
ſoever; and when this world, with all its diſtinctions, 
ſhall be done away, you will aſſuredly receive an 
everlaſting reward in the future kingdom of God; 
which is the earneſt hope of your ſincere and affec- 
tionate friend, 

MARTIN DUNSFORD. 
 TiveRTo0N, zoth Sept. 1790. 
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HE Author's original defign was only to publiſh as perfe& an ac- 
1 count as he could obtain of the Public Donations; with ſuch ob- 
ſervations on the paſt direction of them, as naturally reſulted from Nis 
enquiries, diligently purſued, during four years (the time which he held 
the office of Church warden); to promote their due ends and purpoſes in 
the preſent generation; and as the beſt means of preſerving the knowledge 


and benefit of them to poſterity. 


In this buſineſs he was much aſſiſted by an act of parliament, paſſed in 


the year 1786, for tranſmitting to the Houſe of Commons a liſt of thoſe 
given to the poor, upon the oaths of the Miniſters and Churchwardens; 
by which were given further means for extending theſe enquiries, and ſuf- 


ficient authority to claim ſuch intelligence as ſhould be in the power of 


any perſons to communicate. 


This enabled the Author to compleat, as fully as could be reaſonably 


hoped, the chief end and deſign for which he undertook the office above- 


mentioned. 


In the courſe of theſe reſearches, ſo many hiſtorical anecdotes appeared, 
as induced him to extend his plan; to collate, arrange, and publiſh 
them, for the general information and entertainment of the inhabitants of 
Tiverton, and thoſe in any manner connected with them; interſperſed 

; with 


* 
* 


x „„ 


with as many general obſervations as could, with propriety, be admitted: 
yet being well aware, that the ſubject, from its remote locality, and ſome 
neceſſary minute deſcriptions, could not be very intereſting to the world 
at large, nor the ſale of the work very extenſive, he ſolicited ſubſcriptions, 
to defray the expences attending the publication; expecting no other 
recompence for his own labours, than what may ariſe from the fatisfac- 
tion of having beſtowed them (he hopes) to ſome beneficial purpoſe ; and 
the having contributed to gratify, in ſome meaſure, the laudable curiofity 
to be acquainted with paſt occurrences, the manners, cuſtoms, and cha- 


racters, of paſt generations of men, once inhabiting the ſpot of our pre- 
{ent abodes. 


* 


The Author judged it moſt convenient to divide the work into different 
departments, referring to each other; more clearly to elucidate the whole, 


than could have been done by one thread of hiſtory, with particulars ſo 
unconnected. | | 


The firſt department contains a conciſe General Hiſtory, as uninterrupted 


as poſſible by any extraneous matter; confirmed by notes and obſervations, 
and references to the ſeveral other parts. 


The ſecond is a ſhort Hiſtory of the Lords of the Hundred, Manor, 
and Borough of Tiverton, from the earlieſt accounts to the preſent time; 
with marginal columns for the dates and reigns in which they lived. 


This department affords much light to the hiſtory of the different periods 
of time. 8 _ | 


The third is a Chronological Liſt of the Public Donations, plainly de- 
ſcribed, in a table of different columns, for—the donors—the date when 
given the manner of giving—for what purpoſe originally—the preſent 
ſecurity—the preſent truſtees—money or land—annual nett produce—and, 


preſent eſtimated value; with abſcrvations, in notes, on the paſt direction 


of them. 
Py 


F. A. 38.3.4 &:& Xi 


The fourth department contains a regular Chronological Liſt of the 
moſt rem rkabl- Occurrences; in which a more particular account is 
given of the ſeveral events as they happened, than could have been intro- 
duced in the General Hiſtory with propriety ; and which, by this method, 
may be referred to ſeparately, for the knowledge of the particulars of any 
event, and when ſuch took place. 


The fifth contains Deſcriptions of the Pariſh at large, the Town of 
Tiverton, its Antiquities and Public Buildings ; under which department 
ſome account of the ſeveral perſons who built, or endowed, or were other- 
wiſe concerned with them, are given; with ſome other Biographical 
Anecdotes. 


The ſixth and laſt department is an Appendix ; containing Copies and 
Extracts from antient Papers and Records, Charters, Acts of Parliament, 
Pariſh Rates and Taxes, and Calculations of Population. at different pe- 
riods; Liſts of Public Officers, viz. Churchwardens, Mayors, and Go- 
vernors of the Pariſh; the Members of Parliament; the Maſters of the 
Public Schools, &c. all tending to confirm the particulars in the other 
departments of this work. 


It will be readily allowed to be peculiarly difficult, to write impartially 
of contemporary tranſactions and characters; to diveſt the mind of all 
prejudice, 


The Author is not conſcious of retaining unjuſtifiable partialities ; he 
has not written a paragraph intevtionally to offend, nor ſuppreſſed any he 
judged important, to gratify the prejudices of any perſons, ſects, or 
parties. 


He diſclaims any ſelfiſh inducements to an unfair repreſentation of facts 
or partial obſervations ; to deviate from an impartial regard to truth, 
Ba: whenever 


9 P REPA CE. 
whenever or wherever it could be found, or that liberality of ſentiment 
he profeſſes to entertain for all his brethren of mankind. 


If the plan deſcribed ſhould not be as ſatisfactorily executed in the fol- 
lowing ſheets as the curious reader might defire or expect, the Author 
hopes it will be attributed to the ſcarcity of materials, and the few ſources 
from whence authentic informatiqn could be obtained, 


Tiverton hath been ſo little connected with general hiſtory, that its 
name is ſeldom noticed in any of the Hiftories of England extant ; nor 
are many anecdotes of this town, or its inhabitants, to be found in other 
partial hiſtories or deſcriptions. The public libraries which have been 
ſearched, have therefore afforded few materials for theſe Memoirs. 


The ſeveral great fires, which have at differcnt times deſolated the town, 
have undoubtedly deſtroyed many public records and private manuſcripts, 
from whence materials might have been drawn: by theſe peculiar cala. 
mities, as well as the common ravages of time, revolutions of families, 


and devaſtations of war, we are deprived of many internal ſources of in- 
formation. - 


Some materials have been gathered from the Pariſh Regiſter; an incom- 
plete collection of Wills, Deeds, and other writings, belonging to the 
public truſts; the Tables of Donations, &c. all preſerved in St. Peter's 
church; which, from the nature and manner of its building, as well as 
ſituation, hath proved the beſt repoſitory for public records. 


From the Pariſh Account-books ſome materials for the Hiſtory have 
been obtained. 


We are indebted alſo to the Memoirs collected by Mr. John Blundell, 
printed and publiſhed in a duodecimo pamphlet, in 1712, and by that 
f means preſerved from the laſt great fire, though in ſome inſtances erro- 
„ | | | | - NEOUS, 


ſelves might have ſupplied, 


NI F 4 . xiii 


neous, and not abſolutely to be depended upon in moſt, without extra 
concurrent teſtimony, 


From a like collection by Mr. William Hewett, about the year 1725, 
(preſerved from the fire by having been in the poſſeſſion of a gentleman 


Hving without the town) though irregularly and obſcurely written, we 
have had ſome aſſiſtance.” 


The copy of a manuſcript depoſited in the Britiſh Muſeum, written in 
the time of Charles I. by Thomas Weſtcott, Eſq. of Raddon, in the pa- 


riſh of Shobrooke, near Crediton, who was alſo Recorder of Totnes, hath 
afforded ſome curious information. 


For ſome valuable manuſcripts, relating to particular events, and ſome 
ſcarce books, the Author is indebted to ſeveral gentlemen of Taunton, 
Exeter, Tiverton, and the vicinity, whoſe names are recorded, and com- 
munications gratefully acknowledged, in the ſeveral parts of this work. 
To ſome other ſources, ſuch as family books, and the private memoran- 
dums of many individuals, this work is alſo obliged. 


But the authorities, verbal, written, or traditionary, from whence the 
materials of theſe Memoirs have been taken, being generally referred to 
in the notes, it is unneceſſary to ſay more of them here, than to apprize 
the reader of the difficulties the Author had to ſurmount, and the reaſons 


he has to claim his candid conſideration, 


By the propoſals offered to the public, every communication was ſoli- 
cited, to make this compilation as complete as poſſible. It is hoped, 
therefore, that no perſons, who have withheld materials that might have 
contributed to this deſign, and which probably the Author could not ob- 
tain without their concurrence, will complain of omiſſions, which them- 


"% 


To 


xiv „6 


To purity of ſtile, correctneſs of language, or elegance of compoſi- 
tion, the Author hath little or no pretenſions; nor had he convenient 
means for the common advantage of having the work reviſed by others. 
It is offered to the public as a production of his leiſure hours, from the 


neceſſary avocations of buſineſs; to deſcribe with truth and impartiality, 4 
in a plain and natural manner, hath been the chief aim; and his beſt 4 
endeavours have been employed to inform, amuſe, and entertain his Y 
fellow-citizens. : Y 


Tivexion, 3uth Sept. 1790. 
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HIS town (formerly called TwYFORD, t TWYFORD=-TON, or A. p. 


Towx, TWwoFoRD-ToN, and now, by an eaſy gradual altera- 
tion, T1ivERTON) derives its name from its ſituation between two 
rivers, anciently called fords; the * Exe, formerly named Iſca, on 
the Weſt, and the Lowman, otherwiſe Sung in Saxon, or Slow, 
on the Eaſt. It is 3 built on the ſlope of a hill, gently riſing to- 
wards the North, a little way above the conflux of theſe two rivers 
on the South. Before the Norman invaſion, the inhabitants were 
certainly very few ; ſome mechanics, perhaps, in the different arts 
of common life, aſſociating with the peaſantry, formed a village, 
faid to have been on a little 4 hill, and known by the name of Twy- 
ford, ſo early as the year 872, in the 5 reign of King Alfred ; and 
probably 
See Camden's Britannia. i 
2 See Part V. notes 4 and 5. 

3 See Part V. Town of Tiverton, page 293. 


4 See Part IV. annis 872 and 890, and note No. 1. 


s It is not highly improbable to ſuppoſe Twyford, conſidering it a part of the royal 


demeſnes, to have been one of the numerous villages, or ſmall towns, raiſed, or at leaſt 


enlarged and ſupported, by Alfred, after his eſtabliſhment of peace by the conqueſt of 
the Danes. The writers of his actions 1 that his undertakings of this kind were ſo 
C 


numerous, 


872. 
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A. D. probably then, as now, the chief place of the 5 hundred, bearing 
95. the ſame name in his general diviſion of the kingdom. 

1002 By a traditionary ? record, the inhabitants were numerous 
enough, in 1002, to have been timely acquainted with the famous 
ſanguinary edict of King Ethelred II. for the maſſacre of the 
Danes ; and, about 70 years after, to have had a * church, or cha- 
pel, for public worſhip. 

The hundred-of Tiverton is deſcribed in Domeſday 9 Book under 
the title of Terra Regis, or land belonging to the King ; and, by 
that book, is ſaid to have been held by ſeveral perſons, during the 
reign of King Edward the Confeſſor, as vaſſals or ſervants of the 'Y 
King; and the lands called Tavetone and Tavelande, near the Aiſſe, AY 
and Terre Servientium Regis. | 

1066, Soon after the Conqueſt, theſe lands are reaſonably ſuppoſed 
to have been held by Baldwin de Brionis, a near relation of 
King William, created by him hereditary Earl, and called in the 
ſaid book Sheriff of Devon; and afterwards by his ſon, Richard 

1080. de Brionis; becauſe at his death, without male iſſue, in the year 4 

1100. 1100, the manor and lordſhip of Tiverton was given (we are in- | 4 
formed) by King Henry I. to Richard Rivers, the neareſt relative of 3 


numerous, that they avoided a recapitulation of them, leſt they ſhould be led into pro- 
lixity ; and inſcriptions on ruins in ſeveral parts of the kingdom confirm the account. 
It is further to be remarked, that the county of Devon/was much deſolated by the fre- 
quent invaſions of the Danes, and the ſcene of many of Alfred's victories over them. 


6 See Part V. note 2. 
7 See Part IV. anno 1002, and note 1. 


8 See Part V. Pariſh Church, page 321. 


, 9 In Part VI. No. 2, ſee an extract from Domeſday Book, and notes. N 

10 See Part II, _ of the Lords of the Manor of Tiverton, annis WY EY = 

1100, &c, | t 
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De Brionis, who was then made Earl of o Devonſhire; by whom A. P. 


the Caſtle was built, about the year 1 106, for his reſidence, and 


continued the ſeat of baronial government in his family many ages. 


The hiſtory of the inhabitants of this, as of many other towns 
and places in the kingdom, during the prevalence of the feudal 
ſyſtem of government, before the eſtabliſhment of manufactures 
and the extenfion of commerce, might be compriſed in the hiſtory 
of the perſons and families, that in ſucceſſion held the lordſhip 
and manor. | 

Few or none other accounts can now be traced, to particularize 
them; fo that, with certainty, it can only be ſaid generally, that 
during the periods above marked, and for many ages after, ſucceſ- 
ſive generations lived and died: that the moſt part were chiefly 
employed in cultivating the lands of the manor, which they held 


of the Lord under certain productive tenures, and rendering ſuit 


11 Shires is derived from the Saxon word Scynan, to branch, or divide. Shires, or 
counties, were diviſions made, it is faid, by Alfred, about the year 890, after a ſurvey 
of the lands of his kingdom, when he cauſed the whole to be engroſſed, and kept at 
Wincheſter, where his court was held ; from thence it had the name of the Roll, or 
Book of Wincheſter. See Part VI. No. 2, note 9. 


12 See Part II. note 7; Part IV. anno 1106; and Part V. page 298. 

The manſion of the Baron was the capital of the manor, and the imitative palace of 
the pariſh: in it the Lord exerciſed the attributes of royalty, and retained a body of mi- 
litary companions conſtantly about him ; men poſſeſſed of no land, but under obliga- 
tions of military ſervice to him: theſe were tei med by the Normans—Eſcuyers ; and 
ranked immediately below the meſne lords and frank tenants. The area of his.manſion 
was uſed as a theatre of feigned war; and the Baron, his knights and *ſquires, engaged 
by turns in the chivalrous manceuvres of the age. At other times he went forth in the 
morning to the chace, and returned from it in the evening, accompanied by his knights 
and ſquires on their hunters, and attended by a retinue of burgeſſes, yeomen, and ſer- 
vants on foot. The feats of the field generally concluded with feſtivity in the Baron's 
hall—a feſtivity mingled with the exceſſes of intemperance; a vice peculiarly prevalent 
in thoſe times, : 


C2 and 


19 


1006. 


20 


A. D. 


1150. 
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and ſervice to him on all occaſions; thus acknowledging themſelves 
his ſervants, or, in the language of the times, his vaſſals, or villains ; 
that they, perhaps, feaſted ſometimes on the hoſpitality of their 
Lord in his caſtle; attended him in the ſupport of his petty quar- 
rels with the neighbouring Barons; or were led in his train to the 
aid of the King, againſt his rebellious ſubjects, or foreign enemies, 
in part of that ſuit and ſervice due to their Lord, and from their 
Lord to the King; and laſtly, became, with their childreũ, (in 


ſome degree) the property of his ſucceſſor in the barony, like the 


clods of earth they broke up, or the cattle they fed. 13 
Such ſervile ſubmiſſion was likewiſe paid to crafty, avaricious, 
and haughty prieſts; that, by a ſeries of pretended 14 miracles, 
monkiſh legends, and filly tales, they kept the minds of the people 
in abſolute ſubjection to the blind diftates. of a ſtupid religion; 
and drained the little profits of their induſtry for the ſervice of the 
church, and to maintain her idle and profligate dependants. 
By the frequency of cruel is wars alſo, the people were greatly 


harraſſed, and their lives, as well as the fruits of their labour, inſe- 


13 © In the days of feudal oppreſſion, when lands were beſtowed in reward of military 
ſervice, how abject, how wretched was the condition of the general body of the people. 
Whilſt the King and Nobles, or the Nobles among themſelves, were contending for 
power, and in ſettling their reſpective claims, were ſacrificing the lives of thouſands, the 
commonalty was in a ſtate of vaſſalage, which left them little to hope or to fear from the 
deciſion of the conteſt. Whoever was their maſter, their condition remained the ſame. 
Their time and labour, their property (ſuch as it was), their deareſt domeſtic rights, 
and even their perſonal liberty, and their lives, were in a great meaſure at the mercy of 
their lords.” | Dr. Enfield*s Sermon on 5th Nov. 1788. 


14 The viſitors, under the direction of Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Flex, in the reign 
of Henry VIII. expoſed many of their contrivances for deluding the people. 


15 Sometimes between the Barons themſelves at others, between the King and the 
Barons. The war between King Stephen and the Empreſs Maud was probably pecu- 
liarly diſtreſſing to the inhabitants of "Tiverton, their Lord having been deeply involved 
in it. 


cure. 


* a e * WE * x 
a A 4 ys * 
* . 
# 


= . _ ——C __—— 
W 
r 5s . 
PE 0 10 = . — We _ —_— *. 


* 


22 — 7 3 "a yu 7 F 2 
Te , D 
3 n 


8 BK * 


of 


> 


- 


Paxrl, GENERAL HISTORY. 


cure. Thus tyranny and oppreſſion, eccleſiaſtical and civil, con- 
curred to fetter the minds, enſlave the bodies, and plunder the pro- 
perties of the people. During the reigns, indeed, of the great and 
good *6 King Alfred, and his immediate ſucceſſor, a greater por- 
tion of liberty and civilization was enjoyed by the lower claſſes 


16 The Monk of Malmſbury expreſsly teſtifies of him, that © no man was more 


ready and quick of apprehenſion than this Prince, or more elegant in the delivery ot 
what he had conceived. At the aſſemblies of the chief perſons of his kingdom, called 
together on public occaſions, this ſagacious and good monareh took the opportunities to 
mingle his admonitions with the buſineſs of government, that they might be more rea- 
dily diffuſed throughout his dominions.“ 


Sir John Spelman hath given us tranſlations from the original poetic Saxon of ſome 
theſe inſtructions, introduced by the following ſtanza ; which. ſhews us the high opi- 


nion entertained of Alfred by-his contemporaries, 


There ſat, at Sifford, many thanes, 

Many biſhops, many learned mep, 

Wiſe earls, and aweful knights ; 

There was Earl Allfrich, very learned in the law: 

There was preſent alſo, Alfred, England's heardman, England's darling: 
He was King of England : he taught them 

That could hear him, how they ſhould lead their lives, 

Alfred was a King of England that was very ſtrong. 

He was both a King and a ſcholar : he loved well God's work. 
He was wiſe, and adviſed of his talk. 

He was the wiſeſt man that was in all England. 

Thus, quoth Alfred, England's comfort, 

« The Earl and the Atheling are under the King. 

« To govern the land, according to law, 


« The clergyman and the knight muſt both alike judge uprightly: — 
« For as a man ſows, ſo ſhall he reap; 


« And every man's judgment comes upon him, home to his own doors.” 
Innate nobility of mind and blood, 
Inſpir'd thee (warlike Alfred) to be good. 
'Thy virtuous labours gain'd thee laſting fame, 
And to poſterity record thy name. 
Thy brows ne'er dry from ſweat, thy ſword from ſtain, 
Prove how laborious twas like thee to rei 3 Life of Alfred. 


— 28 
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A.D. of people, ſuch as were the inhabitants of Tiverton; but the in- 


1200 


fluence of his wiſe and juſt 7 laws was little felt, after the Daniſh 


and Norman conqueſts; ſo that no encouragements or opportuni- 
ties were given, in thoſe gloomy and perilous times, for cul- 
tivating uſeful arts and manufactures; it is highly improbable 
therefore, that any ſtaple manufacture exiſted in Tiverton at this 
early period, unleſs a litttle employ of thc peaſantry for ſome ne- 
ceſſaries may be called ſo. The common ** dreſs of the inhabi- 
tants of villages and ſmall towns, to the above period, was plain 
and ſimple, made ſtrait and cloſe to the body, generally of coarſe 
ſerge, the manufacture of the Low Countries, moſtly from Britiſh 
wool; for the fale or exchange of which, there was a mart at 
Calais, and ſome other places on the coaſts, where the woollen ma- 
nufactures of the Low Countries were alſo brought, and diſperſed 
for ſale, by means of 9 fairs and markets, throughout the King's 
dominions of France and England, 

Tiverton 


16 His body of laws were collected with the greateſt judgmeet from the ſacred Scrip- 
tures; from thoſe of Ina, Offa, and Ethelbert, the greateſt law-givers among the Saxon 
Kings; as well as from the uſages of the various nations that had inhabited Britain, 
From the underneath verſes, in Harding's Chronicle, written on the authority of 
Geoffrey of Monmouth, Alfred is ſuppoſed to have alſo engrafted into his ſyſtem ſome 
of the laws of the Trojans and Greeks, which he tranſlated himſelf for that purpoſe. 

Kyng Alluered the lawes of Troye and Brute, 

Lawes, Molundines and Marcians congregate 

With Danyſhe lawes, that were well conftitute, 

And Grekyſhe als well made and approbate. 

In Engliſhe tong he did hem alle tranſlate, 

Which yit ben called the lawes.of Alluered, 

At Weſtmynſtre remembred yit inddeed. —— BicknelPs Life of Alfred. 


17 See Rapin's Hiſtory of the Manners and Cuſtoms of the Limes. Their beds 
were of a ſimple conſtruction; and appear, from draughts extant, to be nothing more 
than a thick boarded bottom, the covering very thin, and pillows ſtiff and hard. 


19 Mr. Warton, in his Hiſtory of Poetry, tells us, that, before flouriſhing towns were 
eſtabliſhed, and the neceſſaries or ornaments of life, from the convenience of communi- 


cation 
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Tiverton had a market ſo early as the year 1200, and three 
fairs annually; the tolls of the market belonged to the Lords of 
the manor ; one of whom afterwards gave the profits for the bene- 
fit of the poor inhabitants, ** entruſting them to the care of eleven 


PART I. 


of the principal inhabitants for that purpoſe. The town, at this 


early period, is ſaid to have been of a ** triangular form, Frog- 
ſtreet, ſituated in a parallel line with the Caſtle, it is likely, was 
2 firſt built; Peter-ſtreet, ſo called from the church, and Newport- 
ſtreet, from its vicinity to the Caſtle next; the ſtreets from one river 
to the other, now called Gold-ſtreet, Fore-ſtreet and Angel-hill, 
were its ſouthern boundary ; Barrington and Bampton ſtreets, ter- 
minating at the town's end towards Bampton, muſt alſo have had 
ſome general form to complete the triangle ; but the appearance of 
the whole, in the thirteenth century, was certainly very rude, if 
we may judge by the deſcriptions given of other towns in general 
hiſtory. 

The common dwellings were built of wood or ſtakes, and mud, 


23 


A.D. 
1200, 


and thatched with reed, having only one common floor, like the 


cation and the increaſe of provincial civility, could be procured in various places, goods 
and commodities of every kind were chiefly fold at fairs: to theſe, as to one univerſal 
market, the people reſorted periodically, and ſupplied moſt of their wants for the enſuing 
year. | 

20 See Part IV. of this date. 

21 See Part III. Lift of Donations, No. 2. 


22 See Part IV. anno 1200. 


23 It is probable, that many towns and villages were formed in England by a reſort 
of the lower claſs of people to that ſhelter from i injury which was afforded by the caſtle 
of the Barons. The principal vaſſals of the feudal Lords, we may ſuppoſe, would, in 
fuch times, find entertainment within the walls of the caſtle ; while others, of inferior 


ſtation, would collect themſelves, their families, and party, as near to them as 
poſſible. 


cottages 
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A. D. cottages of Weſtphalia, and ſome parts of Ireland, now ; no 

20. chimnies, but an opening left at the tops of the houſes for the 
ſmoke to eſcape, as alſo at the ſmall wood latticed windows. 
The Caſtle was the firſt, and only houſe for a long time, built 
with ſtone, and having glazed windows. The ſtreets were irre- 
cular, and partially paved: heaps of dung and ſtacks of corn and 
hay were interſperſed with the houſes. 

1250, Tiverton was become, however, of ſufficient importance at this 
period to claim much of the attention and care of the Lords of the 
manor and hundred, who were very conſiderable perſons-in thoſe 

days, poſſeſſed many other baronies, and moſt of whom were Earls 
of Devon. So early as the year 1250, one of the Ladies had a 
ſtream of is water conducted from the extent of her lande, near 
five miles, to ſupply the town ; and appropriated the common of 
Elmore, about 150 acres of land, for the benefit of the poor inha- 
bitants, to paſture their cattle, or to cultivate for other neceſſary 
purpoſes. Before the year 1290, a nightly *5 watch alſo, of one 
conſtable and fix aſſiſtants, was appointed to patrole the ſtreets during 
the ſummer months; to ſee that the water was kept running thro' 


a | TY 
1 , 


24 In thoſe of Weſtphalia I have frequently lodged. Scarcely any huts can be con- 
-_ _ ceived more diſagreeable; the room is generally filled with ſmoke of turf. They are 
about the ſize of our common barns, and the receptacles for the cattle alſo during the 
winter, which are warmed by the ſmoke ; whilſt a ſomewhat ſimilar warmth is con- 
veyed to the human inhabitants by the breath of the cattle, ſheep, hogs, &c. The 
northern tribes that overran the Roman Empire, ſeem to have ſwept away all the veſtiges 
of the architecture introduced by the Romans during their government of this iſland : 
and the Normans exceeded the Saxons in their endeavours to deſtroy the arts, manners, 
and cuſtoms of their predeceſſors, even to obliterate their language, by ſubſtituting 
their own, viz. the Norman, or baſtard French, inſtead ; for the inhabitants were com- 
pelled to teach it to their children, and the laws were publiſhed in it. 


* 


25 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 1, and note; and part IV. anno 1250. 
26 See Part IV. anno 1284. | 
| every 
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every ſtreet ;, to give an alarm in caſe of fire, by ringing the market 
bell; and to apprehend all diſorderly perſons. 
Notwithſtanding theſe regulations, the ſtate of the inhabitants 


PART I. 


additional ones. The * price of proviſion was very unſteady, ow- 
ing to the repeated deſolations of war, and the attendant frequency 
of ** famine, which at ſome times was ſo great, as to reduce the 
people 

27 The commonly prevailing prices of proviſion, &c. in the eighth and ninth cen- 


turies, were as under, when the value of 1]. was equal to 60l. of the preſent money. 
See Whitaker's Hiſtory of Mancheſter, Bicknell's Life of Alfred, and Mortimer's Hiſ- 


tory of England, 1. d. os $6: 
For a ram, - o 4 — Equal comparative value at this time, 10 © 
A middling horſe, 10 o— Ditto — — — 30 0 © 
An ox, — 2 6— Ditto — - - 7 10 © 
A cow, - x 8— Ditto - - - $ 8 
A fow, — o 10 — Ditto — - — 2 10 © 
fy A ſheep, - o $5 - Ditto - - - I 5 0 
3 A gooſe or hen, each o 1 Ditto 5 7 8 o 5 o 
3 A pair of ſhoes, © 4 — Ditto - - - 10 © 
1 A coat, - 1 = tho n 6 Oo o 
| A houſe dog, o 4— Ditto - - $06 
43 A ſneep- dog, 5 o- Ditto - - 15 0 © 
4 In the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries— . 
. Good wheat, J. o o 208 a buſhel. A pig. L.0 o 6 
Y Malt, - © o 8 ditto. A rabbit, oO O 2 
3 Oats, = o O 5 ditto, A gooſe, oO O 2 
4 A fat ox, 0 180 A ſwan, 0 5 © 
6 A ſheep, - o 1 8 A hen, 0 0 #n 
3 Ame - 0 qQ 0 A pullet, o © 12 
$ A fathog,  'o- 3 2 | 
F In the fourteenth century, the price of labour for maſons, carpenters, &c. was three- 
; pence a Jay, 
An Engliſh penny weighed 32 wheat corns; 20 pennies an ounce; 12 ounces a 
k pound. 
4 28 There was a very great famine in the year 123 3, in the reign of Henry III. At 
1 different periods, in the reign of Edward I. the price oſ wheat at one time was but 13d. 
4 D a buſhel ; 
1 
4 


25 


A.D. 
1250, 


could not be very agreeable, for the reaſons before given, and ſome 
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AD people to very diſtreſſed circumſtances, even to eating the common 


0. herbage, and animals accounted unwholeſome, 

The abſolute 25 power alſo of the Barons, Lords of the manor, 
was à conſtant ſource of great dread and diſquiet, tending to em- 
bitter any bleſſings they might enjoy under their government. 

Exceſſive 3* drinking, introticed by the Danes, was the com- 
mon vice; robuſt exerciſes the common games. The minds of the 
people were 3: uncultivated, and their language and ſentiments 


rude 
a buſhel; at another time, a few years after, 20s. a buſhel. Such remarkable revolu- 


tions, from great plenty to ſcarcity and famine, frequently happened, before and after the 
periods referred to. See Mortimer's oy of England. 


29 See Part IV. date 1282. | | 333 


30 Such great drinkers, ſays Mr. Strutt, were the Danes, who were in England in 
the time of King Edgar; and ſo much did their bad examples prevail with the Engliſh, 
that the King, by the advice of Dunſtan, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, put down, many 
alehouſes, ſuffering only one to be in a village, or ſmall town: and he alſo further or 
dained, that pins, or nails, ſhould be faſtened into the drinking cups, or horns, at ſtated 
diſtances ; and whoſoever ſhould drink beyond theſe marks at one draught, ſhould be 
obnoxious to ſevere puniſhment : this was to prevent the pernicious cuſtom of drinking. 
The cuſtom of pledging each other originated alſo from the times of the Daniſh inva- 
Hon, which marks the violence of the age. The perſon about to drink, aſked one of the 
company that fat next to pledge him (or be a pledge for his ſafety); which was done 


by the other holding up a knife, or ſword, to defend him, whilſt in the unguarded poſ- 
ture of drinking. 


31 The ignorance of thoſe times was ſo great, that it was generally believed ſingle 
combat decided guilt; and that hot bars of iron cooled at the approach of chaſte feet. 
The higheſt attainment was the knowledge of barbarous arms, and a ferocious uſe of 
them. From theſe ſavage cuſtoms, in unenlightened ages, originated the wretched 
practice of modern duelling ; with this difference of character, that the latter is a facri- 

fice to an idol of its own creation Falſe Honour; to whoſe ſhrine the duelliſt ſcruples 
not to offer the blood of a brother or a friend ; to ſend him, without time for reflection, 
to the awful tribunal of God ; to reduce an innocent affectionate wife, a harmleſs, and, 
perhaps, numerous offspring to deep diſtreſs, if not total ruin: a practice the wild Indian 
of America abhors ; nay, what the favage inhabitants of the African deſerts are not 
prone to, The lion and tyger feaſt on the blood of the unwary traveller from neceſſity 
only ; but the duelliſt deſtroys, merely to gratify the mean and bloody paſſions of pride 


and 
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rude and indelicate; and though the dreſs of the common people 
was plain, as before deſcribed; that of the higher ranks, the Barons, 
their families, &c. was coſtly and prepoſterous : men wore ſhoes 
ſo long, that they were hung with chains to their middle; and 


the head-dreſs of the ladies was ſo high, that the face appeared 


nearly as the middle of the body. Theſe manners and cuſtoms 
prevailed here, with this ſevere government, to the year 1300. 

In the year 1302, King Ed ward I. a judicious prince, granted a 
charter, in favour of foreign merchants and manufacturers, to draw 
the trade and manufacturers of Flanders, Brabant, &c. into this 


country. This ſyſtem was further purſued by King Edward III. 


who, in the year 1331, invited John Kemp, a woollen-cloth- 
weaver of Flanders, to come over, and exerciſe his trade in Eng- 
land, and to inſtru the Engliſh; taking him, his goods, ſervants, 
and apprentices, under his protection. He alſo invited dyers, fullers, 
&c. from thence, and from Zealand, and 70 Walloon 3» families; 


and paſſed, in the year 1350, an excellent ſtatute for the abſolute | 
freedom of commerce. This he did at a time when a great part 


of his 33 revenue arofe from the exportation of raw wool to thoſe 


countries ; » 


and revenge—whilſt he profeſſes the character of a gentleman! a name that implies at 


preſent every thing gentle, juſt, good, and honourable ; adding, by this claim, — and 
dangerous hypocriſy to his other heinous crimes. 


32 All theſe manufacturers were diſperſed in ſeveral bodies into diſtant counties from 
each other, to eſtabliſh their different manufactures, and diffuſe the benefits of their arts 
throughout the kingdom, and to prevent their uniting in a ſcheme of returning to their 
native countries on any diſguſt. | 


33 Beſides uſual taxes, the laity granted Edward IIT. at one time, half of their wool 
throughout the kingdom, and the clergy granted him nine marks for every ſack of their 
beſt.wool ; ſo that the King exported to Brabant, in one year, 10,000 ſacks of wool, 


which ſold there at the price of 40l. ſterling a ſack ; a proof that exporting wool was a 


great branch of commerce. He had, at another time, a ſuſibdy of 40s. a fack on wool, 
for three years; which amounted to 60,000]. per ann. The weight of a ſack of woal 
was 464 lb. The value in England as follows: 


1 D 2 : The 


27 


A. D. 
1300. 


28 


A. D; 
1350. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TVERTON. 


countries; being convinced, that the more his people were em- 
ployed in manufacturing wool, (the natural produce of England) 
the more the value of the lands would be inereaſed, the t 
benefited, and his own revenue in time augmented. | 

In 1353, % Edward III. removed the ſtaple of - Engliſh wool 
from Flanders, and fixed it in ſeveral cities in England, particu- 
larly Weſtminſter. Briſtol was one of the firſt towns in the Weſt 
where the woollen manufacture had been 35 encouraged. Some 


of the foreigners ſettled at Taunton, in the year 1336. One of 
the firſt Dutch manufacturers, ſettled in Glouceſterſhire, was ſo 


extraordinarily eminent in the weaving branch, that King Edward 


III. gave him the ſurname of Webb: from this perſon, a Wy family 


The Shropſhire wool, - 14 marks, or J. 9 6 8 a ſack, beſt wool. 
Oxford and Staffordſhires, C 13 marks, or 8 13 4 ditto, 
Leiceſter, Glouceſter, and Hereford, 12 marks, or 8 o © ditto. 


The prices in other counties deſcended to 11, 10, 9, 8, and 7 marks a ſack, of their 


'beſt wool. 


The Corniſh wool was ſold at the loweſt price, viz. at 4 marks, or 50s. a fack, 


ſomewhat more than 14d. per pound, in the fourteenth century. 


34 In the year 1355, the general exports were— . 
31,651 ſacks of woo), at 6]. each; 3036 of 120 lb. each; and | 

65 fells, at 40s. - - — 277,606 6 9 
4,7744 coarſe cloths, at 408. and 8.6613 pieces of worſted, at Fl 

16s. 8d. - 1 — — 16,226 18 4 
Imports, 1831 fine cloths, at 61 - L. 11,083 12 © 2 


By this we ſee fome of the good effects of the removal of the mart for Britiſh 


wool from Flanders, by Edward. III. and of his encouragement of the manufacture at 


home. See Mortimer's Hiſtory of England, and authorities from à Record preferved 
in the Exchequer. 


35 Though King Edward III. laid the foundation of that great . e e 
which England hath long ſince brought to perfection, it muſt be allowed, that woollen 


cloth of ſome ſort was always made in this nation, ever ſince the Romans firſt brought 


our Britiſh-anceſtors to the wear of cloth. 1 of the ſkins of beaſts, and that they 


left this art behind them. 


36 See Locke's Hiſtory of the Weſtern Rebellion. 
, Of 
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of the ſame name, ately, 
ſeended. 


From Taunton the woollen manufacture was probably introduced 
to Tiverton, in ſome ſmall degree; but, notwithſtanding the vici- 
nity of theſe towns, we have no certain account of any progreſs 
made in the latter, during the 37 fourteenth century. 

Vet, though we have no authentic account what woollen trade 
was in Tiverton at this period, there is great reaſon to believe 
ſome employ of tliat kind was promoted there; for, amidſt the 


reſident i in Taunton, is ſuppoſed to be de- 


many diſcouragements of the fourteenth century, we find a general, 


though flow, advance of the woollen manufacture in the kingdom, 
and in 35 Devonſhire in particular. 

And, ſuppoſing it had been encou raged in Tiverton ſome 
time in the fourteenth century, (ſoon after its eſtabliſhment in 
Taunton,) or early in the fifteenth century ; the long deſolating 
29 war between the royal houſes of York and Lancaſter, (in which 
the Lords of this manor were much 4 .intereſted, and which was 


27 If we conſider the almoſt-continual ſtate of warfare, foreign or domeſtic, in which 
the people of this nation were engaged, by the ambition of their Princes, or that of their 
leading men, the Barons, &c. we ſhall not wonder at the ſmall improvement in any of 


the arts or manufactures. This was an zra likewiſe of much religious contention. 


38 A wool-ſtaple was fixeq; at Exeter in 1354. Weſt-country plain cloths are firſt 
mentioned, in the:13th of Richard II. anno 1390, and their dimenſions-fettled. See 
Chapple's Deſcription of Devonſhire, and Mortimer's Hiſtory of England. —The Dutch 
and Flemiſh emigrants had now eſtabliſhed alſo manufactures of different forts of wool- 


len goods in various parts of the kingdom. 


39 To give a juſt idea of thoſe tempeſtuous times, during which the royal families 


and moſt of the antient nobility were extirpated, are copies in the Appendix of ſome ori- 
ginal domeſtic letters, collected from a late curious publication, by John Fenn, Eſq. 


M. A. F. A. S. 


40 See Part II. annis 1447, 1458, and 1466 ; allo Part VI. No, 3 Letter 27, 
1 I. Hen. VI. 
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7 
» aa 


A.D. not finally terminated till late in the fifteenth: century) undoubt- 


1485. 


1498. 


edly +: checked its progreſs here, and probably deſtroyed the 
means of our information reſpecting it. 

Whenever be the period of its introduction, towards the year 
1500 (at the cloſe of the cruel 42 war of the Roſes) we have 
authentic documents of the eſtabliſhment of the woollen trade in 
Tiverton. At that time we find ſome reſpectable 43 perſons en- 
gaged in the buſineſs; and thenceforward the town began to 
emerge from obſcurity : the inhabitants caught part of the enter - 
priſing ſpirit, which, about that period, pervaded Europe, in con- 
ſequence of the recent diſcoveries of the Eaſt and 4+ Weſt Indies, 
and America, in which England claimed ſome conſiderable ſhare. 


# 


4 Notwithſtanding the convulſions of this age, an act was paſſed in the reign of Ed- 
ward IV. 1463, to prevent the exportation of wool, and the importation of woollen 
cloths; which ſhews the manufacture was improving, and the poor much dependent for 
their employ upon it; for, before the paſſing this act, the exportation of wool was 
eſteemed a matter of ſerious concern to the people, in the midſt of thoſe diſtreſſing and 
ferocious times. See Part VI. No. 3, Letter 52, Vol. IV. Edward IV.—where alſo 
may be ſeen the eſtimated value of wool, when all property was very inſecure. | 

The names of many woollens are enumerated in the firſt of Richard III. anno 1483, | 


viz. broad cloths, ſtraits, baize, plonkets, kerſies, baſtards, kendalls, packing whites, &Cc. 


when another act was paſſed for regulating their dimenſions and quality. 


42 Tranſlation of an extract from a deſcriptive French ballad, written in that age. 
Paſſing through fair England's vallies, Sanguine torrents flow'd around me; 
There I ſaw a woeful ſight; Bleeding bodies choak'd each ſpring ; 
Lords and Barons bent on ſlaughter, Deadly groans were heard reſounding ; | 
Dealing death in rueful plight. Shrieks in every valley ring. | 
| See Anecdoter, antient and modern, by 7. P. Andrews, F. A. &. 


43 3 Grenwaye, John Coleman, John and William Sellake, xe. See part V. 
page 337, and Monuments in the Pariſh Church, page 312, &c. | 


44 The Eaſt Indies, by the Cape of Good Hope, in 1487, by Vaſco de Gama, a 
Portugueſe; the Weſt Indies in 1492, by Chriſtopher Columbus, a Genoeſe; and 
America in 1497, by John Cabot, a Venetian merchant, of Briſtol, | 
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the Barons, the troubleſome rivals of the crown ; which, in the 


courſe of a few years, fully anſwered his purpoſes and expec- - 


tations : a middle-rank of men aroſe, between the Lords and their 
villains, who ſubſiſted by trade and commerce; the profits of 


which ſoon enabled them to vie with the antient nobility, to leſſen 


their 45 importance, and form the great bulwark of the liberties 
of the people. 


31 


The ſpirit of commerce was politically 45 excited by Henry VII. A. D. 
to form a new order of ſubjects, as a balance to the power of 


Soon after this period alſo the reformation 47 commenced in 1517. 


Germany, and ſhed a light upon the nations of Europe, which hap- 


pily contributed gradually to emancipate the inhabitants of this 


kingdom from the depths of civil and religious ſervility. 

From the year 1500, during the reign of s Henry VIII. we 
diſcover, by the names of trading mea living in thoſe times, that 
there was a woollen manufacture in Tiverton, productive of con— 


fiderable advantages to ſome individuals, and therefore probably of 
growing importance: that the manufacture was moſtly of a ſimple 


45 Particularly by paſſing an act, giving leave to all Barons and tenants in capite, 
who ſhould attend him, to alienate their eſtates ; to ſell, mortgage, or otherwiſe diſpoſt 
of the ſame, without paying for fines, or licences of alienation. He alſo granted the firſt 
charter for incorporating and eſtabliſhing the merchants trading in woollen cloths of all 


kinds to the Netherlands. 


46 The conſtitution of England, by the feudal hn, was calculated plainly to govern 
the realm with a ſtanding army, of which the King was commander in chief, the Barons 
his field officers, the Knights his ſubalterns, and all other ſubjects the common ſoldiers : 
but the encouragement given by Henry VII. to agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
merce, tended greatly to alter this conſtitution, for one more generally beneficial. 


1 By the preachings of Luther, the writings of Eraſmus, &c. 


Great attention was paid to the improvement and increaſe of the woollen trade in 
the reign of Henry VIII. In the 23d year of his reign was paſſed, an act for regulating 
the making up of fleece wool, without deceit, on penalty of 6d. a fleece; half to the 
King, and half to the diſcoverer. 
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A. D. fabric, ſuch as baize and plain cloth, with ſome kerſies: that ſome 
15320 alſo of the 49 inhabitants had profitable connections with Spain, 


1549. 


notwithſtanding the hazardous circumſtances attending trade to that 
country in thoſe times, occaſioned by the continued wars of the 
Emperor Charles V. 5? 

Throughout the reign of Edward VI. the trade in Tiverton 
ſeems at a ſtand ; the introduction of the new religion, the firſt 
::.eſtabliſhment of the preſent church liturgy, occaſioned ſuch- 
great commotion throughout the county of Devon, as almoſt wholly 


engaged the attention of the people. The uſe of the new Book of 
Common Prayer was much oppoſed : the people, generally attached. 
to the old ſervice, thought this a great and dangerous innovation. 


They had been taught, in early life, to venerate the religion of 
Rome, from its antiquity ; to believe that it 5* muſt be true, becauſe 
it had been long eſtabliſhed. It was therefore very offenſive to them, 
to ſee the images of the ſaints trampled upon and deſtroyed, and their 
facred ſhrines indecently violated, with an earneſtneſs ,and heat 


49 See Monuments in St. Peter's church, Riſdon's Survey of Devon, and Chapple 8 
Deſcription, and Life of John Grenwaye, page 337. 


59 The decreaſe of trade, from the diſadvantages attending exportation to foreign 
countries in the period referred to, occaſioned the interference of Cardinal Wolfey, to 


promote the ſale and advance the prices of woollen goods; but this produced only tem- 
porary good effects. Trade cannot long be ſupported by compulſion ; and ſuch regu- 
lations of governments have frequently ,been highly prejudicial to trading intereſts. 
When the merchants in France were applied to by the great Colbert, Miniſter to Louis 
XIV. for their advice on the beſt means of promoting trade and: commerce, which he 
was very defirous of, they unanimouſly requeſted him, to permit trade to continue its 
own courſe, without any interference of government, as the moſt likely means to Rutter 
his good deſigns, and the greateſt favour he could ſhew them. 


sr The act of PER for the new ſervice took place firſt on Whit-Sunday, gth 


June, 1549. 


52 Such ſentiments muſt for ever preclude reformation and improvement of every 


kind. 
which 
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which the times encouraged, but which was too indiſcriminately 
indulged. Some noble 53 monuments in the church of Tiverton 
fell a ſacrifice to this rage of reformation ; and we have to lament, 
on that account, the ſudden inconſiderate zeal of the Reformers, 
who would not afford themſelves time to make proper and neceſſary 


diſtinctions. Such haſty proceedings at length produced an almoſt 


general 54 inſurrection. The religious zeal of both parties was 


kindled ; and animoſity to each other increaſing by oppoſition, the 
flame of civil diſcord quickly ſpread its baneful influence : inteſtine 
war ſucceeded ; and much blood was ſpilt before it was terminated, 
The Corniſh inſurgents joined thoſe of Devon; beſieged Exeter 
five weeks, and reduced the city to great extremity, 'till relieved 
by the King's troops, under Lord Ruſſel. Tiverton did not eſcape 
the general calamity; a fierce 55 battle was fought on Skrinkhills, 
near the town, between the contending zealots ; which probably 
would have been followed by others, had not the King's army 
come upon them,. and ſeized wy of the inſurgents, who were 


hanged and quartered. 
Soon after the acceſſion of Mary I. the adherents to the old ſer- 


vice of the Miſſal had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the new Common 


Prayer Book prohibited, its ſervice ſet aſide, the religion of Rome 
re-eſtabliſhed, and the bodies of their late zealous adverſaries com- 
mitted to the flames. Amidſt thoſe ſcenes of horror and perſecu- 


$3 See Part IV. page 175; and Part V. pages 314 and 315. 


54 The firſt appearance of it was at Sampford-Courtenay, 10th June, 1549, the day 
after the firſt reading the new forms of prayer, which were nearly ſimilar to thoſe in the 
Common Prayer Book now in uſe. See Hiſtory of Exon, by John Vowell, who lived 
in that age, and hath given us a very circumſtantial account of the rife, progreſs, and 
termination of the troubles, occaſioned by the reſiſtance of the people of Devon and 
Cornwall to the orders of government for eſtabliſhing the new religious ſervice. See 
alſo Rapin's Hiſtory of the reign of Edward VI, 


55 See Part IV. anno 1549. 
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tion, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that any arts, manufactures, or 
commerce, greatly flouriſhed ; yet there are ſome inſtances, in the 
56 reign of Philip and Mary, of attention to their regulation and 


: improvement. 


In Tiverton, the woollen manufacture was in a ſtate of progreſ- 
ſion : ſome eminent 57 clothiers lived here, and the profits of their 
buſineſs appear to have been very conſiderable. 

But the reign of Elizabeth was the grand 55 ra of active exer- 
tion and extenſive buſineſs in Tiverton. 

Somewhat freed now from the abject vaſlalage of the 59 feudal 
lords; the minds of the people ſomewhat unfettered, by the light 
of the © Reformation, from the laviſh dogmas and dominion of 


prieſts 3 


56 In this reign an act was paſſed for ſeparating the different artiſts in the woollen 
trade, to prevent engroſſing; which was probahly the foundation of the ſeveral clubs or 
ſocicties of manufacturers. An act was paſled alſo to prevent an exorbitant price of pro- 
viſions for the poor. The price of beef and pork was fixed at one halfpenny per pound, 
and mutton and veal at three farthings, under the penalty of 3s. 4d. for every pound 
fold at a higher price. Wheat was at one ſhilling per buſhel ; and other neceſſaries ra- 
ther lower in proportion. —Sumptuary laws alſo were made, to confine the different 


ranks to a cloathing and dreſs ſuitable to their ſtation. 
— 


57 John Waldron, Peter Blundell, and others, were now engaged in the woollen 
trade. See Part V. pages 340 and 346. 


58 This is evident, from the numerous valuable donations ſoon after this period. 
See Part III. 


59 See Part II. anno 1558, &c. 


6 Though we commonly date the commencement of the Reformation from the 
firſt preachings of Luther and Calvin, early in the 16th century; it is neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that the authority of the Church of Rome was never ſo great and univerſal, as 
wholly to baniſh from the Chriſtian world a fpirit of enquiry and a love of knowledge. 
During the thickeſt darkneſs of the middle ages, a ſtar appeared here and there to reflect 
the light of the firſt ages of Chriſtianity. So early as the 8th century, Claude, Bithop 
of Turin, ſowed the ſeeds of reformation in the vallies of Piedmont, whence they were 
gradually tranſplanted into other countries, In the 13th century, the Waldenſes, Val- 


denſes, 
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prieſts; the paths of commerce, that had been traced by the gene- 
ral ſpirit of diſcovery, and the means of intercourſe with foreign 
countries being better known ; the great encouragement given to 
trade and induſtry, to the improvement of arts, manufactures, and 
commerce in general, and to the woollen manufacture in particular, 
by the wiſdom of the Queen's adminiſtration; and that continued 
internal peace, to which the people had long been ſtrangers, pro— 
duced, in a few years, ſuch an extenſion of trade and increaſe of 
population in Tiverton, as were very ei extraordinary, From the 
year 1560 to 1566, all the inhabitants of the pariſh were not more, 
upon an average of theſe fix years, than about 2500. 


denſes, or Albigenſes, (for by theſe and other names the diſciples of Claude were diſ- 
tinguiſhed) had fpread fo far, and become ſo numerous, that the Pope exerted his utmoſt 
efforts to ſuppreſs them: Chriſtians proclaimed war againt Chriſtians, and the office of 
inquiſition was eſtabliſhed. The Waldenſes were cut off by fire or ſword, diſperſed 
into remote regions, or driven to the faſtneſſes of the woods and mountains; ſome 

ought an aſylum in the Alps; part withdrew into Calabria; part obtained reſuge in 
Britain; others took up their abode in Germany, Bohemia, Livonia, and Poland, and 
became numerous in the midſt of perſecution. In 1410, the doctrines of the Albigenſes 
were maintained by the learning, eloquence, and unimpeachable lives of John Huſs and 
Jerome of Prague. 'I hele reformers were condemned to the flames by the council of 
Conſtance, and ſuffered with the uſual fortitude of martyrs. A civil war aroſe from 
their aſhes; and Ziſca the Bohemian General, Procopius, and others his ſucceſſors, ſe- 
verely puniſhed the perfidy and cruelty of the Emperor Sigiſmund. In England, about 
the year 1380, John Wickliff was a ſhining light; he firmly oppoſed the corruptions of 
the long-eſtablithed Church of Rome, tranſlated the Bible into the Engliſh language, 
and ſucceſsfully preached the doctrines of the Goſpel. His diſciples, the Lollards, ſuſ- 
tained a long and ſevere perſecution from the haughty eccleſiaitics of the age. The 
diſcoverics of grave theologians were followed by the ridicule of wit and humour: the 
learned and pious labours of Savonarola, Berengarius, and Wickliff, were aided by the 
raillery of Dante, Petrarch, aud Eraſmus. In the beginning of the 16th century, the 
primitive doctrines of Chriſtianity had taken root in moſt countries of Europe. The 
materials tor r7e;ormation were collected, and the foundation laid deep, before Luther 
and Calvin raiſed and completed the ſuperſtructure. 


61 See Part VI. No. 28 and 30, and the Pariſh Regiſter, 
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From the year 1580 to 1586, twenty years afterwards, they 
amounted, on an average for thoſe ſix years, to about 41 50. 

And in the beginning of the year 1591, ten . Fears after, the 
number was increaſed to nearly 5000. 

So that we find the number of inhabitants of the town and pariſh 
of Tiverton almoſt doubled in thirty years. 

At this period the trade of Tiverton was very ende ia 
was the principal place in Devonſhire for the manufacture of 45 
len goods, particularly é kerſies, which were known by the name of 
Tiverton kerſies throughout the kingdom, and generally ſent to the 
London és market for exportation, as alſo for internal conſumption. 

Thus, during the laſt thirty years, we find multitudes reſorted 
hither for employ, and the merchants, clothiers, and fullers, were 
greatly enriched. Some individuals acquired large fortunes: a 
great part of which they ( expended for the laſting benefit of 
the poor and public, a prevailing cuſtom in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth; and many of the good effects of their wealth, bene- 
volence, and bounty, are felt at this time. The common people, 
workmen in the manufacture, were fully and conſtantly employed; 
the price of proviſions was 65 low, and, conſequently, the ex- 
pence of the pariſh little or nothing towards the “ ſupport of the 


62 Kerſies were ſerge cloths of ſcribbled yarn, manufactured at firſt with Devonſhire 
wool only, afterwards with Corniſh and Dorſetſhire wool, and ſome other ſorts, ſupplied 
weekly from London. Theſe goods were of fine quality and ſpinning, and well weaved ; 
but much of the excellence of this manufacture depended on the fuller. See Riſdon's 
Survey, and Chapple's Deſcription of Devonſhire, 


63 See Life of Peter Blundell, Part V. page 346. 


64 See Part III. Liſt of Donations and Donors, from the year 1560 to 1660. 
65 See Part I. note 56. 


66 In the year 1612, the whole expenditure of the pariſh for the maintenance of the 


poor was not more than 48s. a week, or about 120l. a year, See Part VI. No. 4, 


and No. 27. 
Poor. 
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poor. They lived as happily in this, perhaps, as in any other 
period of our hiſtory. Hoſpitality was the prevailing virtue of the 
rich, which ſecured the poor a ready aſſiſtance when needed; but 
their chief dependance was upon the ſteady courſe of trade, which 
enabled them to ſupply their own wants by their induſtry; the 
habits of which were generally 57 prevalent. - | 
The nature of the manufactures before mentioned requiring many 
fullers, it is probable that the leats from the main river Exe were 
made in the early times of this buſineſs ; ſome of them, it is likely, 
ſo early as the latter end of the 14th, or beginning of the 15th cen- 
tury : that they were increaſed, enlarged, and the mills gradually 
erected upon them, as the thriving trade made neceſſary. The 
houſes in Weſtex conſequently growing more numerous, the neceſ- 
ſity of a more convenient paſſage over the river than what had be- 
fore been © uſed became apparent; carly, therefore, in Queen 


Elizabeth's 


67 Good neighbourhood then was as plenty as roaft beef, * 
And the poor from the rich never wanted relief; 
Whilſt merry went the mill-clack, the ſhuttle, and the plough, 
And honeſt men could live by the ſweat of their brow. 
Then the folks every Sunday went twice a day to church, 
And never left the parſon or his ſermon in the lurch ; 
For they judg'd that the Sabbath was for people to be good in, 
And they thought it Sabbath-breaking if they din'd without a pudding, 
Then foot-ball and wreſtliag, and pitching of the bar, 
Were preferr'd to the flute, the fiddle or guitar; 
And our fair dames of Devon, in ſpite of a fall-down, 
Would venture neck or nothing for a chace upon Halldown. 
Hoſpitality then in every houſe was found, 
And for cards, routes and drums, they were ſtrangers to the found ; 
And as for a fidget, they'd thought it but a flam; 
And they never heard the name of a waſh or a cram. 


Golden Days of good Queen Beſs, a modern ballad. 


68 We have no record or traditionary account of any bridge before the preſent ; 
whether the inhabitants had any method of paſſing the Exe, otherwiſe than by fording 


at 
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Elizabeth's reign, 1563, the preſent good © ſtone bridge over the 
Exe was contrived, and in a ſhort time after built, chiefly by the 
muniſicence of one public-ſpirited 72 tzadeſman, who left a ſuffi- 
cient fund for its perpetual ſupport and preſervation ; by which 
means the {ſtreets of Weſtex, heretofore a ſeparate tything, and 
which had not been accounted a part of the town of Tiverton, 
were now unitcd to it, and from henceforth formed an important 
part of it. Mills were alſo erected upon the 7* Lowman, and 
the trade of the town was rapidly advancing, the inhabitants 
increaſing and thiiving, when, in the year 1591, the ** plague 
(an epidemic diiorder, emphatically fo called, from its general 
ſpread and ſudden deſtructive effects) was introduced by a poor tra- 
veller, and cauſed terrible devaſtation in Tiverton; 5; 50 perſons out 
of cooo died within a few months, and numbers fled to avoid the 
peltilence ; that the trade was ſoon in a manner annihilated, and 
the town ſo depopulated, that the growing of graſs in the ſtreets 
is particularly recorded. 

Several years clapſed before the ſpirit of trade revived, and the 
habitations were again filled. The inhabitants had ſcarcely reco- 
vered from this calamity, and the trade its wonted courſe, when 
(about ſeven years after) another viſitation of Providence put a 
period to the exiſtence, not only of trade, but of the town itſelf : 
a dreadful fire broke out at a poor cottage on Willbrooke, in 


at the ſhallow parts of the river, is therefore unknown. It is highly probable, from the 
name of the town, that, heretofore, fording (perhaps on ſtones placed at convenient 
diſtances) was the only means of intercourſe. See Part V. page 294. 


69 See Part V. page 297, and note 84.—We have more agreeable pictureſque views 
north and ſouth from this bridge than from any other part of the town. 


70 Mr. Walter Tyrrell, a linen-draper and mercer. See Part III. Liſt of Dona- 


tions, No. 4. 


71 See Part IV. page 216. 
72 See Part IV. page 178. 
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39 


Weſtex ; which, being driven by a ſtrong weſt wind, ſpread with A. b. 


great rapidity, and conſumed, in about two hours, 400 dwellings ; 
almoſt all which-were on fire at once: ' ſcarcely any part of the 


town eſcaped deſtruction, except the ſtrong ſtone public build- 


ings, and a few poor houſes at the north-caſt extremity of it. 73 
This fire happening on a market day heightened the calamity, and 
occaſioned more extenſive miſchief, and greater confuſion and diſ- 


treſs, Many horſes periſhed in the ſtables and ſtreets. The wares 


brought to the market were deſtroyed; and 33 perſons were burnt 
to death, whoſe miſerable ſcattered remains were collected, and in- 
terred in St. Peter's church-yard at one time. 

It was natural to have ſuppoſed, ſuch heavy misfortunes ſo quickly 
ſucceeding each other, would have induced the inhabitants to fix 
on ſome other ſpot to build habitations, or ſeek abodes in ſome 
other towns in the county, rather than attempt to eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves anew in a place apparently devoted to ruin; but there were 
{ome good reaſons for a different conduct. Tiverton had been now 
twenty years famous for its manufacture of kerfies, which found a 
better market, and were ſold more advantageouſly, than any made 
in other places: its ſituation was well adapted to that manuſac- 
ture, and its market well accuſtomed for the beſt materials of ſuch 
fabric. The fulling mills, erected with great colt, had, from their 


_ peculiar ſituation, probably eſcaped the conflagration, or at leaſt 


might be repaired with little expence. Influenced therefore by 
the ſpirit of trade which the inhabitants now poſſeſſed, and the 


- motives juſt mentioned, ſupported by the recollection of the va- 


luable profits they had long enjoyed, and the hope of improving 
in future the advantages of their now eſtabliſhed credit, this great 


— 


73 See Part IV. anno 1598, for a more particular account of this fire. On the par- 
tition- boards of the paſſage leading into a ruinous houſe in Elmore- ſtreet, at preſent in- 
habited by Bartholomew Branſcombe, is the date 1587; the oldeſt inſcription I have 
diſcovered in any dwelling-houſe in Tiverton, 


misfortune. 


1598 
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misfortune alſo was overcome; the rebuilding the town was carried 
on With alacrity ; and the inhabitants were encouraged and aſſiſted- 
by the land-owners and yeomanry of this and ſeveral] adjoining 
pariſhes, who had felt the beneficial effects of a manufacture fo 


near them, by the increaſed value of their lands, and the ready ſale 


of their produce at continually advancing prices: in a very few 
years, therefore a new town aroſe, more conveniently built for car- 
rying on a buſineſs, which was univerſally acknowledged to be the 
ſource of many valuable bleſſings. Clothiers alſo were held at this 
time in higher eſtimation than thoſe who thought themſelves ſu- 
perior to buſineſs, or who preferred an inſignificant exiſtence in the 
community to an active and uſeful employ. 

The cruel and miſerable policy of 7+ Philip II. of Spain, in the 
Low Countries, about this time, had driven multitudes of the in- 
duſtrious inhabitants to ſeek an aſylum in England. They were 
gladly received by this government, diſperſed into various places, 
and had great encouragement, The manufactures of Brabant, 
Flanders, &c. were conſequently almoſt annihilated, and the de- 
mands for Engliſh manufactures greatly increaſed ; Tiverton had 
perhaps more than its additional ſhare; ſo that the ſtate of the 
town, at the cloſe of the 16th century, was again become enviable. 
The clothiers, ſettled in their new habitations, went on ſuc— 
ceſsfully. Population increaſed ſo faſt, by an additional number 
of workmen daily becoming neceſſary in the different branches of 


the manufacture, and of huſbandmen for cultivating the lands of 


the pariſh, which were becoming more valuable, that the whole 
number of the inhabitants amounted, in the year, 1600, to about 
3600, 75 two-thirds as many as before the fire and plague ; the re- 
membrance therefore of thoſe two great misfortunes began to be 


ok 
74 See Life of Philip IT. by William Thompſon. 
75 See Part VI. No. 30. 
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In the courſe of ten or twelve years from this time, Tiverton A. b. 


was again eſteemed a town of great importance, called the chief 
market-town in the Weſt, and nurſe of the country. Many rich 
clothiers and merchants lived in it, and eight thouſand people were 
conſtantly employed in its manufactures of woollen cloth. Two 
76 thouſand pounds ready money were expended every market-day 
in cloth-wool and yarn, brought from all parts of the country for 
77 fale, and applied to the fabricating plain cloths, and kerſies of 
different qualities, but chiefly thoſe of the fineſt, as Tiverton kerſies 
were highly eſteemed for internal conſumption, and eagerly bought 
by the merchants of London for exportation. 

During this period, the free grammar-ſchool was built, with 
part of the profits acquired by the trade; and the free ſchool in 


Peter-ſtreet, for teaching reading and writing. Theſe 75 build- 


ings added greatly to the repute of the town as well as to its beauty, 
and promoted its enlargement. The houſes alſo being newly built, 
and, no doubt, elegantly for the time, as well as more conveniently 
than what they had been before the fire, Tiverton muſt have made 
a good appearance at this time; and, as the buildings were con- 
ſtantly improving and increaſing, correſpondent to the growing 
wealth and population, 1t had a fair proſpect of rivalling, in future, 
not only the metropolis of the county, but moſt of the principal 
manufacturing towns in the kingdom; for it would have been 


difficult to have removed a manufacture from the ſeat where it 


had been brought to ſuch perfection, when the increaſing demand 
was a fruitful ſource of improvement and population. 


76 See Part VI. No. 4. It appears, from this account, that the annual returns of 
the trade of Tiverton at that time execeded the ſum of 300,0001. | 


77 To the place called now the Chapel, adjoining St. Peter's church-yard. See 
Part V. note 108. | 


28 See Part V. pages 342 and 354. 
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Previous to this time, the artiſts in the ſeveral branches of the 
buſineſs are ſuppoſed to have been ſeparated, by regulations, di- 
rected in an 7 act paſſed in the reign of Philip and Mary, to pre- 
vent engroſſing; and formed into particular ſocieties here, the bet- 
ter to iruſtrate any attempts to deprive them of the benefits of their 
reſpective branches, to obtain the knowledge of which they had 
ſpent many of their early years, and on which they depended for 
future comfortable ſupport. 

From every point of view then it appeared highly reaſonable to 
expect Tiverton to have continued advancing in wealth, population, 
and importance. The ſeveral cauſes above mentioned would, no 
doubt, have produced theſe natural effects, if not interrupted by 


_ extraneous unforeſeen events; but, unfortunately for the inhabi- 


tants, theſe fair proſpects were ſuddenly changed by the moſt ter- 
rible and deſtructive fire that, perhaps, any town ever expe- 
rienced. The careleſſneſs of two fellows in a dye-houſe, more in- 
tent on the brutiſh diverſion of dog-fighting than their buſineſs, 
permitted the fire from under the furnaces to kindle the body of 
fuel in the houſe, then chiefly wood and furze; the flames ſoon 
ſpread beyond their power to extinguiſh, to the ſwift deſtruction 
of that houſe, thoſe adjoining, and, with increaſing rage, of other 
houſes throughout the town, which, being generally covered with 
thatch, and at that time very dry, took fire like tinder, and 


were ſoon deſtroyed. It being the aſſize week, many of the in- 


habitants were at Exon; and thoſe at home were filled with ſuch 


conſternation at the ſudden riſe and rapid ſpread of the fire, that 


they were unable to exerciſe aright the powers of thought or ac- 
tion; and having no fire-engines on proper conſtructions, it was 
ſcarcely poſſible to prevent the total deſtruction of the town. Six 


79 See Part I. note 56; and Part IV. page 177. 


20 See Part IV. page 181, 
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hundred houſes, inhabited by upwards of three thouſand people, 
were burnt in a few hours; ſo that almoſt the whole habitable 
town was deſtroyed: St. Peter's church, the ſchools and almſ- 
houſes, built with ſtone and covered with ſlate, were the only 
buildings that eſcaped, except a few poor dwellings on the out- 
{kirts of the town, of little value. Goods and merchandiſe, to the 
amount of 200,000]. were conſumed ; utenſils, and other means 
of carrying on future trade, deſtroyed ; and the inhabitants of 
every rank and deſcription reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs. The 
moſt humane attention was ſhewn, and the moſt active endeavours 
benevolently exerted, in this time of general calamity, by the in- 
habitants of the pariſh. the adjacent towns and villages, the county 
in general, and great part of the kingdom, to relieve or alleviate the 


diſtreſſes of the wretched inhabitants of Tiverton, pathetically de- 


ſcribed in King James's ** brief; an exact copy of which is printed 
in the Appendix, to deſcribe the effects of this fire more particu- 
larly, and to exhibit, on public authority, the ſtate of the trade, 


names of perſons and families, and the character and manners of 


the time. How unſearchable are the judgments of God, and his 
ways paſt finding out! This tremendous deſtruction of a large 


populous trading town, in the midſt of its proſperity, ſeemed big 


with ruin, not only to the late inhabitants of it, but to all thoſe in 
the vicinity, dependant on its trade and manufactures ; yet this 
great partial misfortune tended, perhaps, to promote general good, 
though Tiverton never recovered the ſame advantages and the ſame 
fair proſpects. Many hundreds of the poor manufacturers were 
diſperſed by the juſtices, for want of habitations, throughout the 
county: they carried with them the knowledge and 1kill of their 
ſeveral arts in the clothing buſineſs; by which means was eſtabliſhed, 
in many other towns in the county, a like fabric, for which the in- 


31 See Part VI. No. 4. 
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habitants of Tiverton had been long famed, and of which they 
almoſt excluſively enjoyed the advantages. 
The reaſons that actuated the inhabitants to rebuild after the late 
fire, operated as ſtrongly after this ; and the contributions for that 
purpoſe were probably many and valuable, encouraged by the King, 
and promoted by the nobility and gentry throughout the kingdom ; 
by the wealthy inhabitants of the county of Devon, many of whom 
were intereſted in the re-eſtabliſhment, welfare, and proſperity of 
Tiverton, and eſpecially by thoſe who poſſeſſed the lands of this 
pariſh and thoſe adjacent, which were more or leſs “ valuable 
as the manufactures of the town were more or leſs proſperous. 
We have no certain accounts of the degree of aſſiſtance and va- 
lue of the contributions received; but there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve them very conſiderable, becauſe we find the town appearing 
again with ſome dignity and importance ſo early as the year 1614; 
and in the year 1615, King James I. granted the inhabitants a 
33 charter of liberty, as then called. The privileges and immuni- 


ties 


*2 The owners of land are not ſufficiently aware how much they are indebted to trade 
and commerce, when regularly and advantageouſly conducted, nor how much their 


eſtates are benefited by the labour and induſtry of the manufacturing poor. The lands - 


of this pariſh were of very little value, comparatively, before the introduCtian of the 


u collen trade: the value of them hath gradually increaſed by the advancement and ex- 


tenſion of that manufacture; and the enormous expence of the pariſh for the preſent 


fupport of the poor, is, without doubt, occaſioned chiefly by the declenſion and irregu- 
larity of that trade. 


83 See abſtract of this charter, Part VI. No. 5. From the time of the attainder of 
Henry Courtenay, Earl of Devon and Marquis of Exon, in the reign of King Henry 
VIII. and the conſequent diviſion of his lands by that monarch, the power and influence 


of the Lords of this manor had gradually leſſened ; the political ſcheme of Henry VII.. 


before deſcribed, had operated many years, to the great reduction of the power of the 
Barons, who had been conſtantly ſummoned to parliament, repreſenting themſelves, 
their vaſſals, and immediate dependants, which, it was then ſuppoſed, precluded the 
neceſſity of a popular repreſentation. The King added the Baronial influence to his 


own, 
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ties therein deſcribed are faid to be granted partly in commiſeration 
of their late misfortunes, to encourage the moſt active exertions to 
raiſe themſelves and town to their former rank, credit, and uſeful- 
neſs ; and the better to preferve it from the like calamity in future, 
which the government now appointed was fuppoſed likely to do. He 
incorporated them all by the name of Mayor and Burgeſſes; allow- 
ing them by it judicial authority within their own liberty, and a re- 
preſentation in the legiſlature of the kingdom. But the King having, 
by this charter, intruſted the government to a common-council of 
twenty-five, including the Mayor, who were nominated in it; and 
empowered the members to elect in future, from the inhabitants of 
Tiverton, ſuch as they *4 only ſhould judge moſt fit and proper to 


fill 


own, and aſſumed almoſt unbounded ſway. All power was derived immediately from 
him ; and juſtices, of his appointment, exerciſed the authority which had been enjoyed 
by the feudal Lords.—The Kings of the Tudor family paid little reſpect even to parlia- 
ments ; but, happily for the ſubject, the wealth of the Commons, ſpringing from trade 
and commerce, had advanced in full proportion, fo that Queen Elizabeth, even at her 
acceſſion, found a predominant weight or influence in that ſcale; and though ſhe had, 
perhaps, as ſtrong inclinations to the exerciſe of deſpotiſm as any of her predeceſſors of 
the ſame family, ſhe was in ſome meaſure obliged to ſeek the affections of the people, to 
obtain their influence for the better eſtabliſhing and ſecuring her own authority. This 
ſlate of things may account in part for the conduct of King James I. at his acceſſion, in 


granting charters to ſo many places or trading communities, and raiſing wealthy indivi- 


duals from them to rank, titles, and power. Theſe charters were little better, therefore, 
than bribes to ſome few of the people, to keep the main body more in ſubjection to the 


will of the King, and bear the reſemblance of edits, or arbitrary patents, from con- 


querors, or deſpotic princes, to certain portions of the country, or inhabitants, as marks 
of favour, beſtowed for ſome intereſted purpoſe, rather than to form a government on 
the juſt principles of liberty, which originate from the people, and to which the whole 
body have equally juſt claims. | 


84 Had the appointment of the common-council, or choice of the members of the 


corporation, been intruſted to the burghers or ſreemen, inhabitants of all ranks, who 
had attained a«mature age, and theſe members been continued but a ſhort limited time, 
a conſtitution would have been formed, perhaps, upon the beſt principles of repreſenta- 

| 3. N | tion ; 
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A.D. fill the vacancies, occaſioned by death or miſdemeanors, in the 


1615, 


council, or corporation; an ariſtocratic government or municipa- 
lity was eſtabliſhed, equally inconſiſtent with, and ſubverſive of, 
the civil and political rights of the inhabitants, as the antient ſyſ- 
tem and ſole repreſentation of their feudal Barons; and occaſioned 
a perpetual ſeparation of intereſts, conſtant miſtruſt, and frequent 
contentions, between the members of the municipal body and the 
inhabitants, which wholly fruſtrated thc profeſſedly good inten- 
tions and important end of the corporation. 

Mr. Richard Spurway, an eminent clothier of the town, was 
appointed the firſt Mayor; and the firſt common-council was 
compoſed chiefly of reputable men in that line of life. Their new 
elected Juſtices held the firſt court of judicial government for the 
liberty, including the whole pariſh, ſoon after the granting of this 
charter, in the year 1615 and in ſucceſſion, according to the mode 
and time of annual election preſcribed therein, the Juſtices conti- 
nued to enjoy and exerciſe the government excluſively within the 
ſaid limits. Every other regulation of the charter, reſpecting fairs, 
markets, &c. &c. commenced at the ſame period. 

In the courſe of theſe three years, we have reaſon to think, the 
town was again rebuilt ; that the ſpirit of trade returned, and pro- 
bably many of its advantages; for, within a few years after, the 
beneficence of ſome who thrived by it was conſpicuous; many en- 


tion; the voice of the people would have been heard in the government of the town and 


by the repreſentative in parliament, though elected by the members of the corporation 
alone, and every free man had his due and proper influence ; but no juſt ideas of liberty 
were entertained at this period; pleaſed with being free from a perſonal ſubjection to the 
arbitrary rule of the feudal Lords, they thought not of a better conſtitution than what 
this charter afforded. Hampden had not yet lived; Milton and Locke had not wrote; 
Sydney and Ruſſel had not died. The civil and political rights of mankind were not 
thoroughly underſtood. No ſuch events had taken place as our age has witneſſed. No 
Franklin or Waſhington had yet ariſen; nor had any National Aſſembly ſucceſsfully 
claimed from deſpotiſm the inherent unalienable rights of men, with a voice ſo clear 
as not to be miſtaken, and loud enough to be heard by all the nations of Europe. 


couragements 
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couragements were held up to the poor manufacturers, by public 
35 charitable donations in perpetuity, and generous loans to the 
leſſer traders to aſſiſt their induſtry. | 

About the year 1620, monies were raiſed by voluntary ſubſcrip- 
tions to recover the 55 tolls of the market, which were very valu- 
able, for the benefit of the poor, from the families that held the 
lordſhip and manor, who had ſeized them ſome little time before ; 
and a variety of plans ſeem to have been formed about this time for 
public beneficial purpoſes. There is no reaſon, however, to think 
the woollen trade in Tiverton produced ſuch great profits as before 
the fire, nor ſo ſteady an employ, on account of the diſperſion of many 
of the manufacturers throughout the county, as before obſerved, 
which augmented the number of competitors in the trade, and 


conſequently leſſened the advantages of it; the buſineſs, not- 


withſtanding, was yet very good and profitable ; and population 
gradually increaſed to the year 1625, when the number of in- 
habitants, in the town and pariſh, were about 57 6000: the town 
was then of conſiderable note in the county, probably the next in 
ſize and importance to Exeter; for when, in the year 1626, the 
plague raged. violently there, the aſſizes were 53 held at Tiverton, 
in Blundell's ſchool-houſe, a proper building for that purpoſe. 
From this time Tiverton continued to thrive in trade, manufac- 
tures, and population, to the year 1640, when the number of in- 
habitants were at leaſt %9 7900. Many reſpectable merchants and 
clothiers lived in and about the town; and many public donations 
continued to be given to the labouring poor and leſſer traders, to 


85 See Part I. Liſt of Public Donations. 

86 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 28; and Part IV. anno 1653. 
7 See Part VI. No. 30. 

83 See Part IV. anno 1626, 


39 See Part VI. No. 30. 
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A.D. encourage induſtry and promote improvements in the common 


1640. 


1643. 


uſeful arts, as well as the clothing fabric, now again become im- 
portant and highly beneficial to the inhabitants of Tiverton, and 
to thoſe of all the ſmall town and villages in the vicinity. 

A few years after this period, the 9? war broke out between the 
King (Charles the Firſt) and the Parliament, which occaſioned 
great diſtreſs throughout the kingdom, not only by the common 
deſolations of war, which were many, but by creating ſuch feuds, 
animoſities, and ſtrongly heated party ſpirits, as have ſcarcely ſub- 
ſided to this day: individuals of the ſame counties, diſtricts, town- 
ſhips, and even private families, joined oppoſite armies, according 
to their different opinions of the juſtice of the cauſe, or propriety 
of the conduct of the two great parties, to promote the future be- 
nefit of the kingdom and happineſs of the people. Religion alſo 
was engaged in the quarrel: the amiable religion of the meek and 


90 It would be an improper digreſſion from theſe Memoirs to enter into a long detail 
of the cauſes and foundation of this war; ſuffice it to ſay generally, that the endeavours 
of the King to extend his prerogative beyond the bounds preſcribed by the conſtitution» 
and his many illegal oppreſſive ſchemes to raiſe money, occaſioned it. During. the 


eleven years he reigned without a parliament, monopolies were ſet up, from whence the 


King was to have an annual revenye: theſe increaſed to that degree, that the ſale of 
almoſt all commodities was by this means engroſſed by ſome company or other. Fines 
were impoſed in the Star Chamber, and other courts, by virtue of obſolete laws, and for 
notscomplying with ſome new and extraordinary proclamation. Loans were required 
from perſons of almoſt eyery rank ; and thoſe who refuſed to lend the King money were 
impriſoned, and otherwiſe oppreſſed. The ſubjects were required, at their own ex- 
pence, to furniſh ſuch a number of ſhips with men, ammunition, and proviſions, or 
to pay a tax, which the Sheriffs of the counties were inſtructed to raiſe by arbitrary 
aſſeſſments. This tax was extremely odious, and met with great reſiſtance; particu- 
Jarly in the firſt inſtance, from John Hampden, Eſq. of Buckinghamfhire. The hier- 
archy alſo was permitted to exerciſe great ſeverity againſt ſuch as did not punctually 
conform to its ceremonies, to which many new ones were added, much reſembling thoſe 
of the Church of Rome. Many other arbitrary ſchemes were adopted, and oppreſſive 


meaſures purſued, which at length kindled this war, that W in the execution 


ba: the King and deſolation of the kingdom. 
gentle 
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gentle Jeſus was tortured, to ſupport the opinions and hallow the 
practice of either party; ſo that what was intended to be the bond 
of union amongſt men, of peace and good will towards them all, 
was made a pretext for cruelty, oppreſſion, and bloodſhed. 
Strange infatuation | that men ſhould believe their own happineſs 
to be beſt promoted by the miſery of others; and be belt pleaſed 
with the excluſive poſſeſſion of the bleſſings of nature and of God, 
even whilſt they profeſs to believe it to be the divine command, to 
love their neighbours as themſelves! The inhabitants of Tiverton 
were undoubtedly divided upon this conteſt, but to which ſide the 
majority leaned at its commencement we have no decifive infor- 
mation. The carlieſt accounts we have of their diſpoſitions to- 
wards either was in the year 1643, when a party of the King's 
horſe attempting to enter and poſſeſs the town, the inhabitants, in 
a tumultuous manner, oppoſed them, which occaſioned a little 
92 ſkirmiſh in Gold-ſtreet, at the eaſt end of the town, ending in 
the defeat of the inhabrtants; ſome of whom were wounded or 
ſlain, and one man hanged, who was taken in the purſuit: from 
which time, for ſeveral years, the King's forces appear to have had 
poſſeſſion both of the town and caſtle, into which a garriſon of 
about 200 men was placed. The civil government was ſuperſeded 
by military rule; and the ſame arbitrary principles, which gene- 
rally characteriſed the officers of the royal army, diſtinguiſhed the 
Governor of this gartiſon ; ſo much, that when he would have be- 
trayed the cauſe in which he was engaged, and joined the oppoſite 


93 It is highly probable the majority of the inhabitants were attached to the popular 
Intereſt. The middle claſs of men, merchants, traders, yeomen,. and manufacturers, 
ſuch as compoſed the greater part of the inhabitants of Tiverton pariſh, generally ſup- 


ported the cauſe of the Parliament. 
| Palmer's Nonconformiſt's Memorial. 


92 See Part IV. anno 1643. This memoir ſeems alſo to confirm the opinion given 
in an preceding note, 
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[ A.D. army, his ſervices were 93 rejected with diſdain by the General of 

| 1645. 

[ the Parliament forces, for his wanton indecent cruelties to the in- 
habitants of Tiverton. From general hiſtory, or other records, 
we diſcover few or no traces of the tranſactions in Tiverton till the 
94 fiege of the Caſtle, in October 1645, when, by an extraordinary 
incident, it was taken, after a few days inveſtment, by a detach- 
ment of the Parliament army, and continued, with the town, in 
quiet ſubjection to the government of the Commonwealth. Dur- 

651. ing the protectorate of Cromwell, the trade of Tiverton was in a 
proſperous ſtate, and population rapidly increaſed; more mar- 
riages were proportionately contracted in the 95 period of ſeven 
years, from 1653 to 1660, than at any other time in the annals of 

Tiverton. Throughout the reign of Charles II. though the ma- 

| nufacture of kerſies continued the chief employ, it was evidently 

| upon the decline. The diſſipated, corrupting, and deſpotic pr in- 

= ciples of that impolitic government, revived, with augmented bit- 

terneſs, the feuds and 95 animoſities that had occaſioned the late 

| war. The no leſs impolitic foreign wars, in which it was en- 

| | gaged, greatly injured the woollen trade ; whilſt the perſecuting 

= - | ſpirit of the times eſtabliſhed unfriendly diſtinctions between 


1660. 


93 See Part IV. page 185; alſo Sprigge's England's Recovery. 
94 For a particular account of this ſiege, ſee Part IV. from page 184 to 489. 
| | '95 See Part VI. No. 28. | 


96 The boys had formerly a taunting rhime on the occafion— 


| * « Royal oak, The things to provoke ;” 
which was retorted by others, who. contemiptuouſly wore plane-tree leaves, in the ſame 
ſtrain 0 
% Plane- tree leaves, The 8 folk are thieves.” 


Puerile and low as theſe farcaſms may appear, yet they breathe ſtrongly that party 


Ipirit which hath a tendency to perpetuate hatred and contention. 
Brand”s Antiquities. 
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citizens poſſeſſing ſimilar rights, and juſtly claiming equal ſe- 
curity: reputable traders, uſeful manufacturers, and labourers, 
were harraſſed, impriſoned, and impoveriſhed, for their % non- 
conformity to the religious opinions and public ſervices of the 
re-eſtabliſhed church, without reſpecting their moral characters or 
beneficial employments, which laid the foundations of ſuch miſ- 
truſtful and uncandid diſpoſitions, as have too long prevented that 
friendly unſuſpicious intercourſe, which conſtitutes, in a well re- 
gulated government, the happineſs of ſociety. In the reign of 
James II. like arbitrary meaſures were yet more zealouſly purſued, 
which irritated the people, groaning under civil oppreſſion, to en- 
courage the 93 attempt of the Duke of Monmouth, which probably 
proved abortive from its being too haſtily and injudiciouſly con- 
trived, and expoſed to a ſevere revenge thoſe friends of freedom, 
who, for want of ſucceſs, had'the appellation of Rebels, The 
unheard-of 99 cruelties and bloody ſcenes which followed, at the 
immediate direction of this inhuman unfeeling w tyrant, and the 


-97 See Part V, note 249. 
98 See Part IV. anno 1685, and note 457. 


99 Practiſed by the Earl of Feverſham, the General of the King's forces, Colonet 
Kirk, and, in the form of judicial proceſs, by Judge Jefferies, who boaſted, with a brutiſh- 
pleaſure, that he had hanged more men than all the Judges of England ſince William 
the Conqueror, For a more particular detail and complete account of the Duke of 
Monmouth's expedition, the bloody ſeenes that followed his defeat, and fatal conſe- 


quences to ſome of the moſt worthy characters in the kingdom, I beg leave to refer to 


the future Hiſtory of Taunton, which the Rev. Mr. Toulmin is now writing; who in- 
formed me, he had ſufficient authentic documents circumſtantially to relate an account 
of the proceedings and conduct of the three mercileſs engines of cruelty above men - 
tioned, and the miſeries of the devoted victims to tyranny and bloody revenge. See 
Part IV. note 7). 


199 After the Revolution, when Jefferies was priſoner in the Tower, he declared, that 


his inſtructions were much more ſevere than the execution of them; and that, at his 


return, he was ſnub'd at court for being too merciful. | | Weſtern Mariyroiogy. 
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adoption of yet more deſpotic and bigotted principles, cauſed a 
more general revolt againſt his government, and occaſtoned that 
ro revolution, hailed as the æra of liberty, under his own ſon-in- 
law, the 2: Prince of Orange; from whom, appalled, the monſter 


fled, and with him all the future hopes and expectations of his 
unhappy s family. 


The 


ror This great event has clearly proved, that the doctrine, that kings hold their power 
by a divine right, though for centuries echoed through the kingdom bath from the 
pulpit and the preſs, was an idle and dangerous ficlion, calculated for no other purpoſe 
than to conceal the injuſtice of tyranny beneath the holy veil of religion. It hath proved, 
that the ſucceſſion to the crown, though in the Britiſh conſtitution hereditary, may be 
changed or limited by the power of parliament, or may be interrupted by that authority 
by which it was at firſt inſtituted. It hath proved, that when political liberty is ſo eſſen- 
tially infringed by the ruling powers, as to create a general conviction of the neceſſiry of 


recurring to firſt principles, a revolution may be effected without bloodſhed or violence, 


In fine, this memorable event hath ſhewn, that the forms and inſtitutions of civil ſociety 
are only worth maintaining, ſo long as they are productive of perſonal and national ſe- 
<urity ; and that, in all emergencies of ſtate, and in all queſtions of general policy, the 
ſafety of the people ought to be regarded as the ſupreme law. 


Dr. Enfield's Sermon on 5th Nov. 1788. 


102 For a particular account of the expedition-of the Prince of Orange, ſee Part IV. 
note 81. 


103 The race of the royal line of Stuart hath been as ſteadily unfortunate as were 
ever recorded in hiſtory. Their misfortunes have continued, with unabated ſucceſſion, 
during 390 years. Robert III. broke his heart, becauſe his eldeſt ſon, Robert, was 
ſtarved to death, and his youngeſt, James, was made a captive. James I. after having 
beheaded three of his neareſt kindred, was aſſaſſinated by his own uncle, who was tortured 
to death for it. James II. was ſlain by the burſting of a piece of ordnance. James III. 
when flying from the field of battle, was thrown from his horſe, and murthered in :a 
<ottage, into which he had been carried for aſſiſtance. James IV. fell in Flodden field. 
James V. died of grief, for the wilful ruin of his. army, at Solway Moſs, Henry Stuart 
(Lord Darnley) was aſſaſſinated, and then blown up in his palace. Mary Stuart was 
beheaded in England. James VI. and I. died, not without ſuſpicion of being poiſoned 
by Lord Buckingham. Charles I. was beheaded at Whitehall, Charles II. was exiled 
for many years. James II. loſt his crown, and died in baniſhment. Ann, after a reign 
which, though glorious, was rendered unhappy by party diſputes, died of a 'broken 


heart, 


U 
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PART I. GENERAL HISTORY, 


Fhe town of Tiverton had little active concern in thoſe buſy 
important 0 tranſactions; ſome parts of the town and roads lead- 
ing to it were polluted with the mangled limbs of the adherents 
of Monmouth, to terrify the people into abject ſubjection; yet 
many of the inhabitants afterwards attended the ſtandard of the 
Prince of Orange at Exon, whilſt a detachment of his army ſecured 
the poſſeſſion and the government of Tiverton. 

Early in the reign of William III. the manufacture of mixed 
worſted ſerges was eſtabliſhed in Tiverton, and greatly promoted 
by the friendly intercourſe with Holland (the chief market for 
theſe goods, and which continued throughout this reign), and 
by the encouragement given under the government of this King 
to the general advancement of the woollen trade. The ſame bene- 
fits were enjoyed by the inhabitants of Tiverton through the 
greater part of Queen Anne's reign; and the conſiderable profits of 
this branch enabled many of the merchants to live with eaſe and 
comfort, in the enjoyment of moſt of the conveniencies of life. 
Towards the cloſe of this reign, the diſtinction of Whigs and 
Tories renewed the former animoſities. The Nonconformiſts in 
Tiverton feared the conſequence of the arbitrary ſchemes, bigotry, 
and perſecuting principles of the Court; and the Tories there re- 
joiced in the hope of having another act of uniformity, to compel 
their diſſenting brethren to attend the ſame religious 19; ſervice, 


and obey the ſame religious rites with themſelves ; to violate the 


dictates of conſcience, or be expoſed to the like ſufferings with 
heir anceſtors, in-the reign of Charles II. 


heart, occaſioned by the quarrels of her favoured ſervants. The poſterity of James II. 


have remained wretched wanderers in foreign lands. 
Anecdotes by Fo P. Andrews, F. A. S. 


ws See Part IV. annis 168 5 and 4688, 
a0s See Part V. note 238. 


53 


A.D. 
1688, 


1690. 


1710. 


1714. 


The 


— 


54 
A. D. 
1715. 


1720. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


The ſenſible and prudent adminiſtration of George I. (elected to 
the government of Great-Britain by the acts of ſeveral parliaments, 
to preſerve the civil and religious liberties of the people) extin- 
guiſhed the torch of perſecution and rage of oppoſition. Through: 
the whole of this reign trade and commerce greatly flouriſhed in Ti- 
verton ; population arrived at its higheſt ſtate, near 106 8700 people 
lived in the pariſh; and multitudes from all the adjoining pariſhes, 
within a circuit of ten miles, and many manufacturers of Exeter, 
were employed in the *® trade of Tiverton. The merchants were 


rich, and conducted extenſive buſineſſes; the manufacturers were 


frugal and induſtrious; and the labourers fully and conſtantly 
employed; but ſometimes diſgraced themſelves by diſorderly 
798 riots, Great contentions exiſted alſo among the members of 
the corporation; and their animoſities fo far prevailed, as finally to 
annihilate, in the year 1723, the % exiſtence of that body: the 


106 See Part VI. No. 30. 


10 The annual returns of the trade of Tiverton, at this period, amounted to the 


ſum of 350,000]. at a moderate computation. Many conſiderable merchants lived here 


at this time ; the names of Burridge, Thorne, Enchmarch, Upcott, Lewis, Carthew, 
Peard, Broad, &c. were conſpicuous ; ſeveral of whom, by traditional account, exported: 
600 mixed ſerges weekly. About 15co looms were in daily uſe at this time in Tiver- 
ton, and more than 700 wool-combers: conſtantly employed. | 
Merchants oftentimes contribute to the ſafety of a'ſtate—they, do at all times to its 
happineſs. Great-Britain, perhaps, owes every thing to commerce. Our wiſe ancei- 
tors, ſenſible of this, made proviſion for encouraging the induſtry of the merchants, by 
advancing them to rank and dignity in the ſtate: thus, in a very old Saxon law, they 
take place of the ſcholar. If a merchant ſo thrived, that he paſſed thrice over the ſea of 
his own craft, he was thencefore equal in rank with a Thane; and if a ſcholar ſo 


thrived through learning, that he had degree and ſerved Chriſt, he was thenceforth of 


dignity and peace ſo much worthy as thereto belonged, &c.” Theſe laws are of re- 
mote antiquity, and do great honour to the good ſenſe of our forefathers. | 

Brand's Antiquities, _ 
108 See Part IV. Liſt of Remarkable Occurrences, 7 


109 See Part IV. anno 1723, note 110. 


Mayor 
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Mayor abſconded on the day appointed for the choice of a ſucceſſor, 
and forfeited the charter. The members of the late corporation 
were then obliged to recur to the inhabitants to petition for another, 
on free and liberal principles: by inſinuating the intention of ex- 
tending the privileges and advantages of it equally to all the inha- 
bitants, ſignatures were procured. By other acts of duplicity the 
people were deluded, and mo a charter was obtained from George I. 
upon ſimilar ariſtocratic principles with the former: thus, for the 
fake of the temporary profits, power, and infinence, of a few de- 
ſigning individuals, fince conveyed to their long home, the ſeeds 
were ſown for contention to a diſtant poſterity, and a laſting ſepa- 
ration of intereſts took place between the inhabitants and that 
body, profeſſedly conſtituted the common council originally to 
Further the intereſts and promote the welfare of the whole. 
Whilſt the trade continued flouriſhing, it is ſomewhat remark- 
able, that, at another moſt proſperous period, a ſevere check ſhould 
'be again given to the well-founded hopes of the inhabitants of Ti- 


verton by another great * fire, which broke out at a bakehouſe in 
Gold- ſtreet, in the year 1731, and conſumed, in a few hours, near 


zoo dwellings, in the centre of the town. The ravages of this fire 


were peculiarly diſtreſſing, at a time when the ſmall pox reigned 
in moſt families; but, happily, the mercantile and manufacturing 
Houſes were generally preſerved, and the trade met not ſuch laſting 
obſtruction as by the former conflagrations, The contributions of 
a generous public again relieved the afflicted inhabitants, and the 
deſolated town revived with new beauty. Trade ſoon reverted to 
its channels, and other manufactures of finer fabric were intro- 
duced; ſagathies, druggets, cloth- ſerges, drapeens, &c. were made 
in conſiderable quantities, and of good qualities, for the markets of 


110 See Part! IV. anno 1724, notes 113 and 114. 


21 See Part IV. anno 1731, whos « circumſtantial account is given of this fire. 
Flanders, 


1724. 


1731. 


1735. 


1741. 


1745+ 


1749. 


1752. 


1761. 


1770. 


About this time alſo the ſtaple manufacture of Tiverton began to be 
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Flanders, Brabant, and Germany, which, in conjunction with the 
common ſerge trade, ſupported a conſtant employ for the poor, en- 
riched the merchants and manufacturers, and ſome public donations 
were generouſly afforded from the profits. 

From this period, few variations in trade, and ſcarce any matters 
of general note, occurred for ſeveral years in Tiverton ; till the epi- 
demic fever of 1741 which depopulated the town ſo much, that 
graſs grew in the ſtreets; diſtreſſing ſcenes of mortality were daily 
exhibited, and nearly a twelfth part of all the inhabitants were 
ſwept away. The wars with Spain and France, and the rebellion in 
Scotland, obſtructed the channels, and leſſened the demands of trade. 


ſupplanted in the markets of Holland by the Norwich ſtuffs, and 


other woollens, and the poor frequently wanted employ. The evil 


was heightened by contentions, which frequently occaſioned riots 
and tumults, prevented the execution of orders at ſeaſonable tines, 
and proved very injurious to the trade. 

The laudable attempt to eſtabliſh the n fabric of Norwich ſtuffs 
here, ſupplied many people with conſtant employ for a time, and 
raiſed the hopes of the inhabitants; but the ſudden ſtoppage-of 


that buſineſs, after a few years, produced much greater misfortunes. 


The eſtabliſhment alſo of the mixed ſerge manufacture in Wellington 
deprived Tiverton of much of its trade, and drained the town of 


many of its uſeful poor; and the evil was augmented by the foreign 


wars, in which the nation was engaged. From this period popula- 
tion rapidly decreaſed ; and the cloſe of the reign of George II. (the 
marked æra of general proſperity and glory) was the diſtinguiſhed 
epoch of the decline of Tiverton, Ten years of the ſucceeding reign 


elapſed, without many ſtrenuous efforts; and about the year 1770 


there were 1800 people leſs in the pariſh than forty years before. 


112 See Part IV. anno 1741, and Pariſh Regiſter. 
H43 See Part IV. annis +752 and 1767. 
f ; In 
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PART I. GENERAL HISTORY, 57 


In the courſe of the laſt 20 years ſome variations in trade have SP. 
taken place. The impolitic American war had produced further Lake 
injurious conſequences, neceſſity therefore directed ſome active exer- 
tions, and the inhabitants were obliged to ſeek elſewhere an employ, 
which the ſtaple trade of Tiverton was unable to afford them; a 
great proportion of the poor have conſequently been employed many 
years paſt in manufacturing the common duroys, ſegathies, and 
druggets, ſold to the merchants of Exon for the markets of Spain 
and Italy. Within a few years paſt alſo, other fabrics have been 
introduced by ſome induſtrious manufacturers; and long ells, ſand- 
fords, and other white ſerges, coatings, beavers, 14 &c. have fur- 
niſhed conſiderable employment for the poor. Theſe circumſtances 
united, and the reſort of ſome genteel families to the pleaſing and 
healthy fituation of Tiverton, have ſomewhat reſtored its popula- 
tion; and there may now be accounted 500 people more in the pariſh 
than were in 1770. It is highly probable, that new buſineſſes may 1790. 
hereafter be eſtabliſhed, for which the ſituation of this town, be- 
tween two rivers, might be well adapted; and Tiverton be again 
raiſed to a rank of equality (at leaſt) with moſt other towns in the 
Weſt ; that the inhabitants may be hereafter encouraged to open a 
communication with the Briſtol Channel and Britiſh Sea, by an in- 
ternal navigation, the more advantageouſly to tranſport their manu- 
factures to diſtant countries, and ſeek new ſources of trade. 

The inhabitants of Tiverton have long been characteriſed for a 
general diſpoſition to ſocial intercourſe and converſation. The fine 
bowling-green in the centre of the town, invites the *'5 gentle- 

men 
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714 There are at preſent 1000 looms in Tiverton, nearly 700 in daily uſe, and about 
200 combers conſtantly employed. The returns of trade about 1 50, oool. per annum. 


115 Mr. Selden, in defining the word Gentlemen, tells us, that in the beginning of 
3 Chriſtianity, the Fathers writ contra Gentes, and contra Gentiles—they were all one: 
9 but after all were Chriſtians, the better ſort of people till retained the name of Gentiles 
YH | H throughout 
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A. p. men to aſſociate there in dry ſummer evenings, for ſalutary exer- 


ciſe; and tea parties, &c. of s ladies and gentlemen, are much 
encouraged in the ſame ſeaſon of the year, by the many variegated 
Walks near the town, and hoſpitable farm-houſes in the pariſh. 
The adjacent hills and woods afford the means of much diverſion 
to the ''7 lovers of the chace, in and about Tiverton. Regular 
aſſemblies, concerts, and us card parties, are frequented in the 


winters» 
throughout the four provinces of the Roman empire; as Gentil- homme in French, 
Gentil-homo in Italian, Gentil-huombre in Spaniſh, and Gentil-man in Engliſh ; and 
they, no queſtion, being perſons of quality, kept up thoſe feaſts which we borrow from 
the Gentiles, as Chriſtmas, Candlemas, May-day, &c. continuing what was not againſt 
Chriſtianity, which the common people would never have endured. 


116 The ladies of Tiverton are conciſely characteriſed by a little poetic addreſs in 
Part V. note 105. My pen is unequal to the' full deſcription of their perſonal charms 
and mental accompliſhments. —Mrs. Hannah Cowley, well known to the world by her 
ſeveral ingenious theatrical pieces, a naiive of Tiverton, and daughter of Mr. Philip 
Parkhouſe, lately an eminent bookſeller there, is a ſtriking example of their attention to 
literary purſuits. | 


117 Should any ſportſman honour this work with 2 peruſal, he may, perhaps, find 
ſome entertainment in looking over the names belonging to a pack of hounds of the laſt 


century. The author has on that account inſerted the following liſt, from a very old 
— ballad. 

Juno and Jupiter, Tinker and Troller, 

Singwell and Merryboy, Captain and Cryer, 

Gangwell and Ginglebell, Fairmaid and Fryer, 

Beauty and Bonnylaſs, Tanner and Trouncer, 

Foamer and Forreſter, Bonner and Bouncer, 

Gander and Gundamore, Jowler and Jumper, 

Tarquin and Tamerlane, Thunder and Thumper. 
Out of all theſe appellations, only two ſeem to commemorate the party diſputes of 
the age. © Bonner” might refer to the Marian perſecution ; and“ CGundamore ”? 
certainly meant the celebrated Spaniard, who hood-winked our celebrated Solomon. 
In a play of SOR. Behn, we find a Whig Knight calling his houſe-dog I ory. 

See Anecdites by J. P. Andrews, F. A S. 


218 Cards are TI to have been invented in the year 1 90, to divert the melancholy 
af Charles VI. of France, The four ſuits are ſuppoſed to repreient the four orders of 
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winter. Many evening clubs and friendly ns ſocieties have been 
likewiſe formed here, for mutual enjoyment and recreation after the 
buſineſs of the day; where the temperately circulating glaſs, and 
friendly offerings of *2* tobacco, have, perhaps, had a happy ten- 
dency to promote good humour and good will. Let us hope, that 


the ſtate. Hearts, cœurs, which ſhould be chœurs, choirmen—the church. The 
Spaniards repreſent copes or chalices inſtead of hearts. Spades, in French, piques, 
Pikes ; in Spaniſh, ſwords, ſpada—the'military order or nobility. Diamonds, coureaux, 
on Spaniſh cards dineros, coins—the monied or mercantile part. Clubs, trefoil in 
French, in Spaniſh baſta, a club or country weapon—the huſbandman, or peaſantry. 


It is a little odd, that in the days of modern refinement, no embelliſhment has been 
added to the figures, or cards. 


119 One of theſe, deſerving notice in this work, is the Book Club, or Reading Society, 
formed in March 1775, compoſed of twelve members, of almoſt every ſect, party, buſi- 
neſs, and profeſſion, in Tiverton ; but remarkable for being an harmonious aſſociation, 
and that no vacancy hath been ever occaſioned in it by death, nor any one that hath 


been a member of it died, ſince its firſt eſtabliſhment, in the courſe of 16 years; though, 


by changes, from a variety of circumſtances, about twenty-four different perſons have 
been members of the ſociety.— Ihe author of this work eſteems it an honour to have 
been one of the firſt members and promoters of theſe friendly and uſeful monthly meet- 


ings, at each others houſe in rotation, for the choice of proper books, and adopting con- 
venient regulations. 


129 Critics, avaunt — Tobacco is my theme; 
Tremble like hornets at the hlaſting ſteam: 
And you, court inſects, flutter not too near 
Its light, nor buz within the ſcorching ſphere, 

Coxcombs prefer the tickling ſting of ſnuff; 
Yet all their claim to wiſdom is a puff. 

Lord Foplin ſmokes not— for his teeth afraid : 
Sir 1 awdry ſmokes not—for he wears brocade. 
Ladies, when pipes are brought, affect to ſwoon: 
They love no ſmoke, except the ſmoke of town. 
But courtier: hate the puffing tribe no matter 

Strange, if they love the breath that cannot flatter ! 


Hawkins Brawne, Ei. 
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no frivoloſity of manners, no pride of wealth,. of 191 anceſtry and 
arms, or difference of opinion, will hereafter leſſen thoſe reaſonable: 
enjoyments. Let us all reflect, that, as the great variety in the na- 


. tural material creation heightens the beauty of the whole, and the 


almoſt infinite diverſity of animals are engaged in, and wiſely cal- 
culated for, various important ſervices ;. ſo the different genius and 
conſtitutions of men, the different modes and places of education, 


and the conſequent diſſonant opinions and ſentiments of the ra- 


tional world, on common, political, or religious ſubjects, might 
be permitted, by the ſupremely wife, good, and univerſal Parent, 
for the proper exerciſe of our mental faculties; which, by a candid 


impartial enquiry after truth, and a friendly and liberal diſcuſſion, 


may be improved and enlarged, and lead to that love recommended 
by the Goſpel as the bond of permanent union and peace. 


121 At is probable that no ſcience on earth conveys to its votaries a greater degree of 


enthuſiaſm than that of heraldry. One inſtance at leaſt can be brought, unmatched in 
any other. The paſſage is taken from a ſcarce treatiſe, in quarto, entitled, « The 
Blazon of Gentry,“ (a book recommended by Peacham, in his“ Compleat Gentle- 


man,” as a book to be bought at any rate), and runs thus“ Chriſt was a gentleman, 


as to his fleſh, by the part of his mother (as I have read); and might; if he had eſteemed- 
of the vayne glorye of this worlde (whereof he often ſayde his kingdom was not) have 
borne coat-armour.— The apoſtles alſo (as my author telleth me) were gentlemen of 
blood, and manye of them deſcended from that worthy Conqueror, Judas Machabeus 


but, through the tract of time, and perſecution of wars, poverty oppreſſed the kindred, 


and they were conſtrayned to ſervile workes. “ P. 97. 
In the ſame book we find the exact arms, properly blazoned, of Semiramis, Queer 
of Babylon, 


END OF PART 1. 
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II. 
CONCISE HISTORY OF THE LORDS OF THE HUNDRED, 


MANOR, AND BOROUGH OF TIVERTON. 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, &c. 


PART II. 


Conciſe Hiſtory of the Lords of the hundred, manor, and borough of 
Tiverton. 


ING ALFRED having made himſelf well acquainted with , 
the lands of his kingdom by a ſurvey and plan, (the 5 * 
origin of Domeſday Book), divided them about this time into 
counties, hundreds, and * tythings, to eſtabliſh a more wiſe, juſt, 


4 and effective government. 
A The hundred of Tiverton, though ſmall, probably poſſeſſed 
3 advantages, which made it eſteemed a place of importance; for, 


1 The tything court conſiſted of 10 heads of families, who were obliged to be mu- 
= tual ſureties for the good behaviour of each other, as each of them in particular was for 
all that were under him. Each tything had a preſident, called the tything-man ; whoſe 
office it was to hold courts on all occaſions that might require the more ſpeedy admini- 
ſtration of juſtice. — Alfred divided all England into ſhires, or counties; the counties into 
hundreds ; and the hundreds into tythings ; and all the inhabitants of the kingdom were 
obliged to belong to ſome tything. By this excellent diſpoſition, the houſeholders became 
reſponſible for their own families ; the tything for the houſcholders ; the hundred for 
the tythings ; and the county for the hundreds; ſo that every one was watchful over his 
neighbours actions; and by this means the tranquility of the whole was admirably pro- 
vided for, by the means of ſuit and ready proſecution of right. 

This government continued under the lords of this manor and hundred, more or leſs 
'N perfect, according to the times, until ſuperſeded by one, ſuppoſed more ſuitable to the 
1 age. The courts leet and courts baron, under the lords of the manor, are however held 
to this day, and a portreeve elected annually. 
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A. D. from the earlieſt records, we find it under the tumecliabe govern- 

"90 ment of the king, or ſome confidential vaſſals of his, of high rank 

and authority; and the following liſt will prove its continuance 
under ſuch, to the end of the feudal ſyſtem of government. 


„ge, * WORTIGER was duke of this province and the Geviſi, which 


Elder, Contained the circuit of the Weſt Saxon kingdom, and firſt Duke 
o Devon, after its diviſion into a county or ſhire, Next to him, 


933. ALPSIUS was Duke of Devon, in the reign of King Athel- 
2 ſtane, who made Eadulph, this Duke's brother, the firſt Biſhop of 
Crediton. He reſided at the caſtle of Exeter, as it was the cuſtom 
in thoſe days for the earls to dwell in the counties from which 
they derived their honour, and where they had a great command. 


To him ſucceeded 


970. 2 ORDGARIUS, who was Duke of Devon in the time of 
een, King Edgar, who married Elfreda, the faid Duke's daughter; a 
lady as ambitious as fair. Next to him, 


1 GOD A, or GHIDA, was the firſt Earl of Devon, in the reign 

21. of King Ethelred ; and probably held the lands of the hundred of 
Tiverton in vaſſalage to the King. In his time the Danes landed 
in the weſt; from whence paſſing farther into the country, they 
were attacked by the inhabitants of this ſhire, and put to flight; 
but with the loſs of their Earl, who was ſlain, with another valiant 
warrior, which occaſioned great mourning. 


1014, *ETHELMERE was Earl of Devon after Goda's death; who 
ner ſubmited himſelf, with all his people, to Sweyn, King of the 


See Dugdale's Baronage, Britannia Antiqua et Nova, Riſdon's Survey of Devon. 
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Danes, after he had been driven with diſgrace from the ſiege of A.D. 
London, and had not ceaſed travelling day and night 'till he Edmuna 


11. 
came into theſe weſtern parts. 


2 ELPHEGUS was Earl of Devon, when the Danes had the 152. 
government of the kingdom; whoſe ſon Bithric was put to death, e. 
without juſt cauſe, by order of the King. 


: GOODWIN, the famous Earl of Kent, is ſaid to have been 1039. 
Earl of Devon alſo, and continued ſo to the time of King Edward © 7 
the Confeſlor. 

Whether theſe ſeveral Dukes and Earls had the poſſeſſion and 1038. 
government of the hundred, manor, and borough of Tiverton 
themſelves, or whether theſe lands were held by others, in vaſſalage 4. 
to them, or immediately to the King himſelf, is not quite certain. I. 

In 3 Domeſday Book we find the names of Ghida, and Ulfric, 1042. 
and Oſbernus de Salceid, and Godric, as men holding theſe lands, Cinfetir 
called in the ſaid book the Lands of King Edward, and afterwards 
of King William: it is therefore probable, that the lands were 
held by the perſons above mentioned, and others their prede- 
ceſſors, immediately in vaſſalage to the ſaid Earls of Devon, who oor. 
had the government and principal advantages ariſing from them, 
as the great vaſſals, or immediate confidential ſervants of the Kings 


marked in the margin. 


+ BALDWIN DE BRIONYS, or DE MOLIS, great grandſon 1066. 
to Richard I. Duke of Normandy, having married Albreda, Wil- WI.“ 


3 See extract from Domeſday Book, in Appendix, No. 2. 


+ King William alſo gave to him and his heirs for ever the barony of Okehampton ; 
a noble barony, held of the King by the ſervice of three knights, and had 92 knights” 
fees belonging to it. See Peerage of England, Riſdon, Britannia Antiqua, &c. 
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I 100. 
William 
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1100. 
Henry I, 


loved by that Prince, he was made one of his chief counſellors, in 
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liam the Conqueror's niece, was by that King made hereditary 
Viſcount of Devon. He reſided in Exeter caſtle, which was 
given him, with the cuſtody of the whole county of Devon, for 
an annual rent, to be paid to the King ; on which account he was 
called Sheriff of Devonſhire, and © ſtiled in Domeſday Book. 


RICHARD DE BRIONYS, his fon, ſucceeded him; and 
to him the Conqueror confirmed the inheritance. of the barony 
of Okehampton, in this county. He died without male ifſue ; 
when his near relation, | 


6 RICHARD DE RIPARIIS, REDVERS, or RIVERS, was 
created Earl of Devon, and firſt Baron of Tiverton, afterwards of 
Plympton, with other places to them belonging, by King Henry 
I. who gave him alſo the tertium denarium, or third penny of 
the annual revenue of the county of Devon, which amounted to 
10 marks, the whole revenue being 30 marks. Being highly be- 


the firſt year of his reign ; and not long after obtained, from the 
ſame King, the Iſle of Wight; whereupon he was ſtiled Earl of 
Devon and Lord of that Iſle. 

7 'The caſtle of Tiverton, it is reaſonably ſuppoſed, was begun 
to be built by this Lord, ſoon after his poſſeſſing the barony, and 
completed about the year 1106. He was ſucceeded by his ſon, 


5 See Dugdale's Baronage, Riſdon's Survey, Britannia Antiqua. C 


6 Beſides the above authorities, ſee Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria, Blundell's Me- 
moirs, Hewett's Memoirs MS. and Weſtcote's MS. in the Britiſh Muſeum. 


7 He was tiled by King Henry I. his faithful and beloved Counſellor. —Mr. Weſtcote 
ſays, his chief manſion houſe was near the church of "Tiverton ; whereunto belonged 
two parkes for pleaſure, and large and ryche demeſnes for hoſpitalitie;—that he was 


Lord of the whole town, and Patron of the church, 
BALDWIN 
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8 BALDWIN RIVERS, Earl of Devon, and Lord of the hun- A. b. 


dred, manor, and borough of Tiverton, was eſteemed one of the land l. 
moſt valiant men of his time. He ſided with the Empreſs Maud 1140. 
againſt King Stephen ; who, having driven him out of his caſtles — 
at Exeter and the Iſle of Wight, ſeized upon all his poſſeſſions, 
and forced him into baniſhment for a time; but he afterwards re- 
covered his earldom of Devon, his other eſtates and honours. 

He founded and endowed ſeveral monaſteries ; one particularly 
in the year 1146, a ** monaſtery of Chuniac Monks, near Exeter ; 
dedicated it to St. James, and endowed it, in part, with a portion 
of the tythes of his manor of Tiverton, called, on that account, to 
this day, Pryor's Portion. He departed this life at Quar, June 4, 
1155, Where he was buried, with Adeliza his wife and his ſon 


Henry, who died in his youth. 


„ RICHARD RIVERS, Earl of Devon, ſucceeded his father 1755. 
Baldwin in the lordſhip of Tiverton, and his other eſtates and ti- Henry II. 
tles: he alſo was a ſtout ſoldier in his younger years: he was 
Sheriff of Devonſhire in the ſecond year of King Henry II: died 
in 1162, in the city of Monbourg, in France; and was buried at 
Twincham, or Chriſtchurch, a monaſtery his father had contri- 
buted largely to endow. He was ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon, 


see Dugdale, Riſdon, Britannia Antiqua, Camden's Britannia. He poſſeſſed 19 
houſes in the city of Exeter, and no leſs than 159 lordſhips in the county of Devon. 


and 


9 See Tanner's Notitia Monaſtica, with additions, by James Naſmith, 


10 He built this monaſtery, he ſaid, for the health of his ſoul, and the fouls of Ade- 
liza his wife, Richard his father, and Adeliza his mother; alſo for the ſoul of King 
Henry I. It vas a cell to the abbey of St. Peter de Cluni, and of St. Martin de Campo, 
near Paris. At the diſſolution of the abbeys, it was valued at 5021, 128. 1d. a year. 
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i BALDWIN RIVERS, Earl of Devon. He was employed 


Hen, 11, by King Henry IT. in his Britiſh wars, where he behaved himſelf 


_ valiantly; and in reward, had the honour of Charteaureaux be- 


1199. 
John 


ſtowed on him. He was married, but died without iſſue; and 
was ſucceeded by his brother, 4 


11 RICHARD RIVERS, Earl of Devon, who alſo died with- 
out iſſue, at Mayne, in France, in the year 1166; was buried at 
Monbourg, or Monteſburg, in Normandy ; and ſucceeded in his 
honours and eſtates by his uncle, 


1:2: WILLIAM RIVERS, Earl of Devon, ſurnamed DE VER» 


NON, becauſe he was educated in a town of that name in Nor- 
mandy. He was one of the four earls that carried the ſilken ca- 


nopy at the ſecond coronation of King Richard 1. after his return 
from Paleſtine, and long impriſonment in Germany : he was alſo 
ſtiled, at that ſolemnity, Earl of the Iſle of Wight. His daugh- 
ter, Mary Rivers, was married to“ Robert Courtenay, Baron of 
Okehampton, ſon of Reginald Courtenay, the firſt of that family 
who ſettled in England. She had a ſon named John Courtenay : 
John begat Hugh; Hugh the Firſt had a ſon named Hugh the Se- 
cond, who became the firſt Earl of Devon of that family. Wil- 
liam Rivers had one ſon named Baldwin, whom he outlived, but 
died in the year 1216, at a very advanced age ; was buried in or 
near the church of Tiverton, and ſucceeded by his grandſon. 


21 For accounts of each of thoſe Earls, ſee Dugdale, Pole, Riſdon, Britannia, 
Antiqua, &c. They were all eſteemed devout, becauſe they contributed much to the 
ſupport of the monaſteries ; many of which had been founded by their family. 


12 See Camden, Dugdale, Cleaveland's Hiſtory of Courtenay F amily, printed in 
1735, and Riſdon's —_y of Devon. 
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14 BALDWIN RIVERS, Earl of Devon, ſon of Baldwin Ri- 8 D. 


vers who died a few days before his father, and Margaret, daughter He«. 


of Warren Fitzgerald, ſucceeded his grandfather William Rivers. 
He was great part of his time in ward to his father-in-law, Falk de 
Breant, a man of a baſe and cruel character, whom (Matthew Paris 


ſays) King John compelled his mother to marry after his father's 


death. To Falk de. Breant ſucceeded other guardians ; but when 
his minority was expired, he married Amicia, daughter of Gilbert 
de Clare, Earl of Glouceſter and Hereford, by whom he had two 


children. He was created a Knight, and inveſted with the earl- 


dom of the Iſle of Wight, by King Henry III.: five years after 
which, (to wit) in 1245, he died in the flower of his age, and left 
his two children, Baldwin and Iſabella, to the care of his widow 
Amicia. 


s AMICIA RIVERS claimed the manor and lordſhip of Ti- 


warranto, the 1ioth year of Edward the Firit, to ſet forth her title 


to her poſſeſſions in this place, certified her “ claim to view of 


frankpledge, aſſize of bread and beer, a gallows, pillory, &c. a 


14 Britannia Antiqua, Camden, Dugdale, Matthew Paris, a monk. 


15 She held the poſſeſſion of the lordſhip and manor of "Tiverton as her dower during 
the life of her ſon Baldwin, the next mentioned and laſt Earl of the family of Rivers; 
therefore was ſucceeded by her daughter Iſabella in the poſſeſſion of theſe lands. I ho” 
I have placed her ſon Baldwin in the liſt above, as he really was the Earl of Devon next 
in ſucceſſion ; yet he never had the poſſeſſion of the lordſhip and manor of Tiverton, 


16 An old manuſcript was ſhewn me in the Chapter-Houſe, near Weſtminſter Abbey, 
confirming the account given above of her claim, in conſequence of the iſſuing a quo 
warranto by Edward I. See alſo Riſdon, Hewett's Memoirs, and WW illis's Notitia 
Parliamentaria. 
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A p. Monday market, and three yearly fairs, viz. July 7, September r, 

and November 30, in her manor of Tiverton ; which the jury re- 
turned to be worth 60 marks per annum ; and that ſhe held it in 
dower ; and that, after her death, thoſe eſtates, honours, and li- 
berties would deſcend to Iſabella her daughter, Counteſs of Al- 
bermarle, heireſs to her ſon and huſband. She died in the 12th 
year of Edward I. 1282, juſt after ſhe had founded Buckland Ab- 
bey, in Devon. 


1245- 1 BALDWIN RIVERS, Earl of Devon, ſon of the laſt Bald 


Hen. III. 3 g . F 3 
win and Amicia, being a minor, was committed to the tuition of 


Peter of Savoy, a great man in that age. He married a lady 
named Avice, daughter of the ſaid Peter of Savoy, and kinſwoman 
of Queen Eleanor, wife to King Henry the Third. 

The ſame day that he was married, he had livery of his lands. 
He received the honour of knighthood from King Henry the 
Third; and about two years after died, not without ſuſpicion of 
poiſon, in the year 1262, at the table of the afore- named Peter of 
Savoy. He was young, and left a ſon named John, who died in 
his infancy, in France; upon which the family De Ripariis, Red- 
vers, or Rivers, ceaſed in the male line. 


% 


1262, 18 ISABELLA RIVERS, Counteſs of Devon, ſucceeded her 
Me FI brother, the laſt Earl Baldwin, this year, in the title of Devon; 


17 Camden, Britannia Antiqua, 


13 See Camden's Britannia, Dugdale's Baronage, Riſdon's Survey of Devon, Bri- 
tannia Antiqua, Hewett's Memoirs, Blundell's Memoirs. In her ſeveral grants ſhe 
ſtiled herſelf, Iſabella de Fortibus, Comitiſſa de Devonia et Albermarle, et Domina In- 
ſulæ. Her name, at the time of her ſucceſſion to the title, was De Fortibus, although 
I have named her Rivers in the text, the more plainly to diſtinguiſh her perſon and 
family, 
and 


1 


i 
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and afterwards her mother Amicia, in the poſſeſſion of the lordſhip 4. 
and manor of Tiverton. She was alſo Counteſs of the Ifle of 
Wight; and is ſuppoſed to have married, her firſt huſband, one 

19 Alſon, by which ſhe became Counteſs of Weſtmoreland ; after- 
wards William de Fortibus, Earl of Albermarle and Holderneſs, 

a great Baron in the north, by whom ſhe had alſo thoſe titles, and 
iſſue by him three ſons, who all died in their infancy, and two 
#1 daughters, who died without iſſue. Her youngeſt daughter, Ave- 

; lina, was married to Edmund, Earl of Lancaſter, ſon of King 
mm Henry III. who, with his Queen, and almoſt all the nobility of 
1 England, were at the wedding, on the 6th of July, 1269. 

1 20 Having the manors of Topſham and Exminſter, one lying on 1272 

the eaſt, the other on the weſt ſide of the river Exe, ſhe erected a © | 
wear, for the benefit of her mills upon the ſaid river, from her | 
called ** Counteſs Wear, and, to this day, the bridge Counteſs 

Wear Bridge, which afterwards gave great offence to the citizens | 
of Exeter, 


ID. 
52. 


19 This is a matter of doubt. I cannot find any certain account of ſuch marriage ; 
ſo that there is little reaſon to believe ſhe was ever named Alfon, notwithſtanding her 
being called by that name in Blundell's Memoirs. 


— — — 


20 It is ſaid, in Britannia Antiqua, that this lady firſt built Powderham Caſtle ; which, 
from ſome other accounts correſponding, is not improbable. | 


21 Mr. Vowell ſays, that the Counteſs Iſabella, in building the wear, had left an 
aperture in the middle of the river, 30 feet wide, for ſhips to paſs, ſo that it was not 
then very prejudicial to the trade of Exeter; but that Hugh Courtenay, the firſt Earl 
of Devon of that name, filled up that opening with great trees, timber, and ſtones, 
which effectually prevented the paſſing of any veſſels whatſoever, and obliged the ci- 
tizens to have their goods three or four miles by land, from "Topſham. The accounts 
| given by ſeveral authors of the extenſive poſſeſſions of this Counteſs are very extra- 
5 ordinary, though, I believe, not leſs true. She was certainly one of the richeſt and moſt 
i powerful ſubjects in the kingdom. / 
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This Counteſs of Devon was a great perſon in thoſe days. She 
was very rich, and a woman of great courage and benevolence. 
There are many things related of her in hiſtory. Sir Peter Ball 
ſaye, that, in ſearching the records, he has often found her name. 
She confirmed the donations of her anceſtors to ſeveral monaſteries ; 
particularly to the abbey of Quarrera, in the Iſle of Wight. She 
greatly aſſiſted her mother Amicia in building and endowing the ab- 
bey of Buckland, by giving her the inheritance of Buckland, Bick- 
leigh, Walkhampton, and Culliton, in the county of Devon, with 
the hundreds, advowſons of churches, knights' fees, and whatever 
elſe belonged to them. This abbey of Buckland was built and 
endowed by her mother, for the health of the ſouls of all her an- 
ceſtors, friends, deceaſed relations, and living deſcendants. 

It was this Counteſs that gave the manor of ** Elmore to the 
poor inhabitants of Tiverton, to paſture their cattle; and had a 
ſtream of water, called the Town Leat, conducted over her lands, 
to ſupply the town with running water. She was a great bene- 
factreſs to ſeveral other places; and was eſteemed a woman of great 
piety and virtue for her many donations to the monaſteries. 

William de Fortibus, her huſband, died in 1260. He had the 
profits of the earldom of Devon during his life, but not the title. 
She had by him, as before ſaid, three ſons and two daughters. 
She died in the year 1292, the 2oth of King Edward I. and was 
buried at Bramere Priory, in Hampſhire, founded by her *3 anceſtor. 


?2 See Part III. No. 1, Liſt of Donations. About 150 acres of waſte land, near 
the town of Tiverton. 


23 Baldwin de Ripariis, or Rivers, the firſt Earl of Devon of that name. 
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:+4 AVELINA, Counteſs of Devon, Albermarle, the Ifle of Wight, A. b. 
and Baroneſs of Skipton, (ſole daughter and heir of the laſt- named Ed i. 
Counteſs Iſabella, and her huſband William de Fortibus, Earl of Al- 
bemarle) was married to Edmund, Earl of Lancaſter, ſecond fon of 
King Henry III. commonly called“ Crouchback ; and ſucceeded 
her mother this year, but outlived her only a twelvemonth ; ſhe | 
died on the 4th of November, 1293, the 21ſt of King Edward J. 
at Stockwell, near London, without iſſue; and was buried in the 
priory of Bramere, in Hampſhire, which had been founded by 

a N Baldwin Rivers, the firſt Earl of Devon of that name, her anceſtor. 
MF With this lady ended, in the regular line, the family of © De Ri- 

| pariis, Redvers, or Rivers, which had held the poſſeſſion of the 
earldom of Devon, the lordſhip and manor of Tiverton, &c. &c. | 
192 years, from the grant of King Henry I. to Richard the firſt | 


24 Authors diſagree, whether it was of this Lady, or the Counteſs her mother, that 
King Edward I. obtained the Iſle of Wight. Sir William Pole ſays, that the Counteſs 
Ifabella ſold it to him for 6000 marks ; but the monks of Ford Abbey, in their Regiſter, 
and Sir William Dugdale, ſay, that King Edward I. claimed the Iſle of Wight for his 
own of Avelina, as given him by the aforeſaid Counteſs ; and ſhewed a deed, by Which! 
it was granted; which Sir William Dugdale ſays, was obtained by fraud, and relates a 
ſtory of ſome length to that purpoſe. It is however certain, that it became the property : 
of the crown after the death of this lady. It was thought too valuable and imporiant 
a poſſeſſion for any ſubject. 


25 Not from his having a crooked back, but from his wearing the ſign of the crofs, 
antiently called a crutch, on his back, the ſymbol of ſuch as vowed voyages to the Holy 


2-4 3 eat 4 1th 
. . Le atk 


1 Land, 

3 26 All records agree in aſſerting the almoſt abſolute power of the family of Rivers in 

-1 I the hundred and manor of Tiverton, and their being patrons of the church ; in the 
E— 5 government of which they exerciſed as much authority as the ſtate of the times would 

9 permit, as well as over the whole town, the inhabitants of which were vailals in the 

2 oF loweſt ſenſe, being wholly ſubſervient to, and dependent upon them. 
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Earl of that name. She was ſucceeded in the earldom of Devon, 


the lordſhip and manor of Tiverton, and every other part of her 
inheritance which did not go to the crown, by her kinſman, 


7 HUGH DE COURTENAY, ſecond Baron of Okehampton, 
of that name ; great grandſon of Robert de Courtenay, by Mary 
Rivers, youngeſt daughter of William Rivers de Vernon, Earl of 
Devonſhire, who now became Earl of Devon, and Lord of the 
manor.of Tiverton, &c. &c. by right of inheritance ; and in the 
25th year of Edward I. being in favour with that king, and doing 
him homage, had livery of the manors of Tiverton, Plympton, 
Exminſter, and Topſham, in Devonſhire, and Ebrighton, in Dor- 
ſetſhire. In 20 Edward II. he received the honour of knighthood, 


according to the ſolemn cuſtom of that age; and had his robes 


allowed him, and all other accoutrements for that ceremony of 
bathing, as a Banneret. This Earl lived upon ill terms with Walter 


Stapleton, Biſhop of Exon ; and had great complaints made againſt 


him by the Mayor and citizens of Exeter, reſpecting the wear built 
by the late Counteſs, and ſome additional ones, ſo that the navigation 
to Exeter was wholly *3 obſtruQted by them: alſo for build- 
ing a quay at his town of Topſham, for the loading and unloading 
goods and merchandizes there, with many other matters, to the 


27 See Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria, Dugdale's Baronage, Britannia Antiqua, Ford 
Abbey Regiſter, Camden, Speed, Sir William Pole, Collins's Peerage, Cleaveland's 
Hiſtory of the Courtenay Family, Riſdon, Mr. Weſtcote's MS. and Hewett's Manu- 
ſcript Memoirs. To theſe ſeveral authorities we owe in general the memoirs of the 


* 


As See note, No. 21. 
great 


Lords of the Courtenay family in this liſt. They have been carefully compared toge- 
ther, to make this ſhort hiſtory as correct as poſſible; it will not be neceſſary therefore 
/ frequently to refer to them. 
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PART II. Tut LORDS or THE MANOR. 
great injury of the faid city: and though, by a commiſſion (ap- 


| pointed by the King) After due inquiſition, the cauſe was deter- 


mined in favour of the citizens, his power was too great for them 
to obtain a remedy ſor the evils complained of, or ſatis faction for 
the injury done them. He was one of the moſt powerful Barons 
of the kingdom ; and appointed by the King to guard the coaſts of 
Devonſhire and Cornwall againſt foreign invaſions, which increaſed 


his influence and authority. 


75 


A. D. 
1293. 


In 8th Edward III. he repreſented to the King, that he was ſeized 1335. 


of a certain annuity of 181. 68. 8d. for the v tertium dena-— 
rium of the county of Devon, with divers lands, by right of inhe- 
ritance, &c. and that Walter, Biſhop of Exeter, Lord Treaſurer to 
King Edward II. refuſed to admit his claim; alledging, that the 
annuity was granted to the anceſtors of Iſabel, by the King's pro- 
genitors, under the name and title of Earls; and therefore, that he, 
being no Earl, ought not to receive the ſame; and that the then 
Sheriffs of Devon declined to pay it any longer to him. 

The King, therefore, having ſearched, by his proper officers, 
into records and memorials, and finding the repreſentation of Hugh 
de Courtenay to be true, did, by his letters patent (bearing date at 
Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne the 22d day of February, in the next enſu- 
ing year, 9 Edward III.), in which he ſtiles him Hugh de Court- 
nay, Senior, Earl of Devon, declare, that foraſmuch as the inhe- 
ritance, which belonged to the ſaid Counteſs and her anceſtors, 
Earls of Devon, did, by right of deſcent, belong to him, and which 
he at that preſent did enjoy; having regard as well to his own 


honour, and honour of the kingdom, as to the honour of him, the 


ſaid Hugh, his pleaſure was, that he ſhould thenceforth aſſume the 
title of Earl, and ſtile himſelf Earl of Devon, as his anceſtors, 


29 Originally given by Henry I. to Richard Rivers, Earl of Devon, firſt of that name. 


Jar! 


Ed w. III. 
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| „v. Earls of Devon, had wont to do: and moreover ſent his precept 
1 35 to the then Sheriff of Devon, hmanding him, that he ſhould 
f forthwith, by public proclamation, both in this county and all 


other places of his bailiwick, require all perſons, thenceforth, to 
call him Earl of Devon, 


This Lord, patron of the church of Tiverton, 3 divided the 
1 | benefice into four portions, Pitt, Clare, and Tidcombe, appointing 
N a rector to each of them, and Pryor's, appropriated towards the 


ſupport of St. James's monaſtery, near Exon, founded by Baldwin 
de Rivers, Earl of Devon. 


This Hugh Courtenay, as ſoon as he had the earldom reſtored to 
him, gave to every monaſtery in Devonſhire 20 marks, and to every 


39 Mr. Weſtcote, in his MS. in the Britiſh Muſeum, gives the following ftory : 

That Hugh Courtenay gave this rectorye to a chaplain he had ; who, having lyved in- 
cumbent on yt ſome tyme, (and being, as it is to be ſuppoſed, of a generous and boun- 
tyfull nature) would complayn generally, and ſometyme particularly, to his lord's offi- 

cers, that the rectorye yealded not a ſufficient mayntenance for one of his place and 
mynde to keepe hoſpitalitie anſwerable to his calling. ' his, often ſpoken, came in tyme 

to his lord's ears, who, in convenient tyme, conferred with this ſayd chapleyn concerning 

his complaynt ; and told him he had conſidered thereof, and was purpoſed to procure 
him a lyvinge more proportionable to his mynd and more convenient, if he would re- 
figne this. The incumbent, tickl'd with theſe words, and filled with Rope of higher 
promotion, was ready at the very inſtant to reſigne; and the noble Earle (a worke 
eworthye his wiſdom) dividet yt (which then might eaſily be done) into fower parts or 
quarters, Pryor, Tydcombe, Clare, and Pytt, with intent to beſtow it on fower dyvers 
men. But with ſome reſpect to his old chaplyn, the laſt incombent, offered him the 
choice ; which he, ſeeing no other preferment readye, and perceiving his Lordſhip's in- 
tent, gratefully accepted, and thereby fayrely taught to lyve by a crown that could not 


lyve by a pound, and may counſell and adviſe all men to be content when they are well 
and have enough. | 


Nature's with little pleas'd—enough's a feaſt— 
A ſober lyfe but a ſmall charge requires ;— 
But man, the author of his own unreſt, 
The more he hath, the more he ſtyll deſyres. 


* 
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priory to marks. Notwit! 
of Ford Abbey were not ſa 
of Ford Abbey Regiſter gives this Earl, Hugh, the character of 
being © Tam 3* ſapientia quam ſcientia mirabiliter præditus;“ and 
ſays, that he arrived to greater wealth and honours than all his an- 
ceſtors ; yet complains, that he was no friend at all to their abbey, 
but dealt moſt injuriouſly with them in ſeveral reſpects. 

This firſt Earl of Devonſhire of the 3* Courtenay family had, by 
Agnes his wife, daughter of Lord St. John, ſix children. 1. Hugh, 
who ſucceeded him in the earldom. 2, John, who was Abbot of 
Taviſtock. 3. Robert, who had the manor of Moreton. 4. 
Thomas, who was put in commiſſion, with his brother Hugh, to 
lead the Devon and Corniſh men againſt the French, who had 


landed in the weſt, and whom they obliged to retreat, 5. Eleanor. 


6. Elizabeth. He died the 14th Edward III. 1340, ſeized of 
many large eſtates, and was buried at 33 Cowick. 


* 


HUGH 


31 Extraordinarily endued with wiſdom and knowledge. 


32 Mr. Weſtcote ſays, the arms of the Courtenay family, in his time, were in manv 


different places in Tiverton church, conformable to the many intermarriages of t. 


ſeveral earls. Not underſtanding heraldry well myſelf, I have not ventured to point 
them out; and muſt therefore leave the work to the more curious and ſkilful in that 
ſcience. 


33 As the lordſhip of Tiverton was held and enjoyed by the family of Courtenay, 
with little interruption, near 300 years, I hope the following ſhort account of the origin 
and hiſtory of this family, taken from Gibbon's Hiſtory of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, will not be thought foreign to the ſubje& of theſe Memoirs. 

« Before the introduction of trade, which ſcatters riches, and of knowledge, which diſ- 


pels prejudice, the prerogative of birth is moſt ſtrongly felt, and moſt humbly acknow- 
ledged, 


JI. | in 
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ding which acts of piety, the monks A. b. 
ed with him. And tho' the writer 335. 
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HUGH COURTENAY, his eldeſt ſon, ſucceeded his ſather, 


Eds III. as Earl of Devon, and in the lordſhip of Tiverton, when about 30 


years old. He married the daughter of Humphry Bohun, Earl of 
Hereſord and Eſſex, aud grand-daughter of King Edward I. 


During 


In every age the laws and manners of the Germans have diſcriminated the ranks of 
ſociety. The dukes and counts, who ſhared the empire of Charlemagne, converted 
their office into one inheritance ; and to his children each feudal lord bequeathed his 
honour and his ſword. The proudeſt families are content to loſe, in the darkneſs of 
the middle ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, however deep and lofty, muſt ulti- 
mately riſe from a plebeian root; and their hiſtorians nfuſt deſcend ten centuries below 
the Chriſtian æra, before they can aſcertain any lineal ſucceſſion, by the evidence of 
ſurnames, of arms, and of authentic records. 

« With the firſt rays of light we diſcern the nobility and opulence of Atho, a French 
knight ; his nobility in the rank and title of a nameleſs father ; his opulence in the 
foundation of the caſtle of Courtenay, in the diſtrict of Gatinois, about fifty-ſix miles 
to the ſouth of Paris. From the reign of Robert, the ſon. of Hugh Capet, the barons 


of Courtenay are conſpicuous among the immediate vaſſals of the crown; and Joſcelin, 


the grandſon of Atho and a noble dame, is enrolle among the heroes of the firſt cru- 
fade. A domeſtic alliance (their mothers were ſiſters) attached him to the ſtandard of 
Baldwin of Bruges, the ſecond Count of Edeſſa. A princely fief, which he was worthy to 
receive, and able to maintain, announces the number of his martial followers ; and after 
the departure of his couzin, Joſcelin himſelf was inveſted with the county of Edeſſa, on 
both ſides the Euphrates. By economy in peace, his territories were repleniſhed 
with Latin and Syrian ſubjects; his magazines with corn, wine, and oil; his caſtles 
with gold and ſilver, with arms and horſes. In a holy warfare of thirty years, he was 
alternately a conqueror and a captive; but he died like a. ſoldier, in-a horſe litter, at 
the head of his troops ; and his laſt glance beheld the flight of the Turkiſh invaders, 
who had preſumed on his age and infirmities. His ſon and ſucceſſor, of the ſame 
name, was leſs deficient in valour than in vigilance ; but he ſometimes forgot that do- 
minion is acquired and maintained by the fame arts. 

« He challenged the hoſtility of the Turks, without ſecuring the friendſhip of the Prince 
of Antioch ; and, amidſt the peaceful luxury of Turbeſſel, in Syria, Joſcelin neglected 
the defence of the Chriſtian frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abſence, Zenghi, the 
firſt of the Atabecks, beſieged and ſtormed his gapital Edeſſa, which was feebly defended 
by a timorous and diſloyal crowd of Orientals. The Franks were oppreſſed, in a bold 

attempt 
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During his father's life-time, he ſucceſsfully attacked the 
French that had invaded Devonſhire and Cornwall, and drove them 
to their ſhips. He was in the great battle near Halli-Downhill, 
under King Edward IIT. againſt the Scotch, in which were flain 


of them more than 36, ooo men. 
It 


attempt for its recovery; and Courtenay ended lus days in the priſon of Aleppo. He 
ſtill left a fair and ample patrimony ; but the victorious Turks oppreſſed on all ſides tlie 
weakneſs of a widow and orphan ; and for the equivalent of an annual penſion, they 
reſigned to the Greek Emperor the charge of defending, and the ſhame of loſing, the laſt 
relics of the Latin conqueſt. The Counteſs Dowager of Edeſſa retired to Jeruſalem, 


with her two children: the daughter, Agnes, became the wife and mother of a king; 


the ſon, Joſcelin the Third, accepted the office of ſenechal, the firſt of the kingdom, and 
held his new eſtates in Paleſtine by the ſervice of fifty knights. 

“His name appears with honour in all the tranſactions of peace and war; but he finally 
vaniſhes in the fall of Jeruſalem ; and the name of Courtenay, in this branch of Edeſſa, 
was loſt, by the marriage of his two daughters with a French and a German baron. 


/ 
A. D. 


9 


1340. 


« While Joſcelin reigned beyond the Euphates, his elder brother, Milo, the ſon of | 


Joſcelin, the ſon of Atho, continued, near the Seine, to poſſeſs the caſtle of their fathers, 
which as at length inhabited by Rainaud, or Reginald, the youngeſt of his three ſons. 
Examples of genius or virtue muſt be rare in the annals of the oldeſt families ; and, in a 
remote age, their pride will embrace a deed of rapine or violence; ſuch, however, as 
could not be perpetrated without ſome ſuperiori ity of courage, or, at leaſt, of power. A 


| deſcendant of Reginald of Courtenay may bluſh for the public robber, who ſtripped and 


impriſoned ſeveral merchants, after they had ſatisfied the King's duties, at Sens and 
Orleans. He will glory in the offence, ſince the bold offender could not be compelled 
to obedience and reſtitution, till the Regent, and the Count of Champagne, prepared to 
march againſt him at the head of an army. 

Reginald beſtowed his eſtates on his eldeſt daughter; and his daughter on the ſeventh 
ſon of King Louis the Fat ; and their marriage was crowned with a numerous offspring, 
We might expect that a private ſhould have merged in a royal name; and that the de- 
ſcendants of Peter of France, and Elizabeth of Courtenay, would have enjoycd the title 
and honours of princes of the blood. But this legitimate claim was long neglected, and 
finally denied ; and the cauſes of their diſgrace will repreſent the ſtory of this * 
ie 


Of all the families now extant, the moſt ancient, deubtken and the moſt e 


is the houſe of France, which has occupied the ſame throne above eight hundred years, 
L-2 a and 


80 


A. D. 
1370. 
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It was this Earl of Devon who gave the profits of the tolls of 
the market of Tiverton to the poor inhabitants of that town and 
pariſh, intruſting them to eleven perſons of the ſame place for that 
benevolent purpoſe. He alſo firſt obtained a charter for a market 


every Saturday at his manor of Moreton, in this county, and two 


fairs, 


He 


and deſcends in a clear and lineal ſeries of males from the middle of the ninth century. 
In the age of the crufades, it was already revered both in the eaſt and weſt. But from 
Hugh Capet to the marriage of Peter, no more than five reigns or generations had 
elapſed ; and ſo precarious was their title, thax the eldeſt ſons, as a neceſſary precaution, 
were previouſly crowned during the life-time of their fathers. 

« The peers of France have long maintained their precedency before the younger 
branches of the royal line; nor had the princes_of the blood, in the twelfth century, 
acquired that hereditary luſtre which is now diffuſed over the moſt remote candidates 
for the ſucceſſion, 

« The barons of Courtenay muſt have ſtood high in their own eſtimation, and in that 
of the world, ſince they could impoſe on the ſon of a king the obligation of adopting for 
himſelf, and all his deſcendants, the name and arms of their daughter and his wife. In 
the marriage of an heireſs with her inferior, or her equal, ſuch exchange was often re- 
quired and allowed. But as they continued to diverge from the regal ſtem, the ſons of 
Louis the Fat were inſenſibly confounded with their maternal anceſtors ; and the new 


Courtenays might deſerve to forfeit the honours of their birth, which a motive of i inte- 


reſt had tempted them to renounce. 


« The ſhame was far more permanent than the reward; and a momentary blaze was 


followed by a long darkneſs. The eldeſt ſon of their nuptuals, Peter of Courtenay, had 
married, as I have already mentioned, the fiſter of the Counts of Flanders, the two firſt 
Emperors of Conſtantinople. He raſhly accepted the invitation of the barons of Ro- 
mania. His two ſons, Robert and Baldwin, ſucceſſively held and loſt the remains of 
the Latin empire in the Eaſt ; and the grand-daughter of Baldwin the Second again 
mingled her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. To ſupport the expences 
of a troubled and tranſitory reign, their patrimonial eſtates were mortgaged or ſold ; and 
the laſt emperors of Conſtantinople depended on the annual charity of Rome and Naples. 
« While the elder brothers diſſipated their wealth in romantic adventures, and the caſtle 
of Courtenay was profaned by a plebian owner, the younger branches of that adopted 
name were propagated and multiplied; but their ſplendour was clouded by poverty and 
time. 
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S1 


He attended King Edward III. into Bretagne, with one banneret, A. b. 


twelve knights, thirty-ſix eſquires, and ſixty archers on horſeback, 
in his retinue ; and greatly aſſiſted that monarch in his conqueſts, 
On account of his many ſervices, he eaſily obtained a licence 
from the ſaid King to entail his poſſeſſions in Devonſhire ; and by 
that means preſerved many of his lands, entailed upon his ſon Sir 
Philip Courtenay, to his family to this day. This Earl died at 
Tiverton caſtle, in the year 1377, and was buried in the cathedral 


me. After the deceaſe of Robert, Great Butler of F rance, they deſcended from princes 


to barons: the next generations were confounded with the ſimple gentry. The deſcen- 
dants of Hugh Capet could no longer be viſible in the rural lords of Tanlay and of 
Champignelles. The more adventurous embraced, without diſhonour, the profeſſion 
of a ſoldier: the leaſt active and opulent might — like their couſins of the branch of 
Dreux, into the condition of peaſants. 

Their royal deſcent, in a dark period of 400 years, became each day more obſolete 
and ambiguous ; and their pedigree, inſtead of being enrolled in the annals of the 
kingdom, muſt be painfully ſearched by the minute diligence of heralds and genealogiſts. 

“It was not till the ſixteenth century, on the acceſſion of a family, almoſt as remote as 
their own, that the princely ſpirit of the Courtenays again revived, and the queſtion of 
the nobility provoked theni to aſſert the royalty of their blood. They appealed to the 
juſtice and compaſſion of Henry the Fourth : obtained a favourable opinion from 20 
lawyers of Italy and Germany: and modeſtly compared themſelves to the deſcendants 
of King David, whoſe prerogatives were not impaired by the lapſe of ages, or the trade 


of a carpenter. But every ear was deaf, and every circumſtance was adverſe to their 


lawful claims. The princes of the blood, more recent and lofty, diſdained the alliance 
of this humble kindred. The parliament, without denying their proofs, eluded a dan- 
gerous precedent by an arbitrary diſtinction, and eſtabliſhed St. Louis, as the firſt father 
of the royal line. A repetition of complaints and proteſts was repeatedly diſregarded ; 
and the hopeleſs purſuit was terminated in mas preſent century, by the death of the laſt 
male of the family. 

Their painful and anxious ſituation was alleviated by the pride of conſcious virtue. 
They ſternly rejected the temptation of fortune and favour; and a dying Courtenay 
would have ſacrificed his ſon, if the youth could have renounced, for a temporal intereſt, 
the right and title of a legitimate prince of the blood of France.” 


See Digreſſion ou the famiiy of Courtenay. 
church 


1370, 


1377. 


1377. 
. Richard 
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church of Exeter. He had a numerous iſſue, eight ſons and nine 


daughters. Sir Philip, his fifth ſon, had the manor of ' Moreton 
and Powderham Caſtle, and was the anceſtor of the family of 
Courtenay now reſiding there, His ſons Hugh, Thomas, and Ed- 
ward, died before him ; ſo that he was ſucceeded by his grandſon. 


EDWARD COURTENAY, Earl of Devon, ſon of Edward, 
third ſon of Hugh Courtenay, ſecond Earl of Devon of that name, 
ſucceeded his grandfather in the poſſeſſion of this manor. He 
agreed to ſerve the King in the navy for one quarter of a year, 
under the command of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, for 
defence of the realm againſt the French ; and afterwards, doing 
homage to King Richard the Second, had livery of his lands. He 
I;kewiſe attended the Earl of Buckingham to France, with {his 
vaſſals, eighty men at arms and eighty archers, and behaved fo va- 
liantly as to be knighted. He ſerved the ſame King alſo i in his 
wars againſt the Scotch. 

In 1383, King Richard II. conſtituted him Admiral for the weſ-- 
tern parts of the kingdom : and he was one of the three admirals 
that defeated the French, Flemiſh, and Spaniſh fleets ; took one 


hundred fail of their ſhips, laden with 19,000 tuns of wine, &c. 


1400. 
＋I en. IV. 


which they brought into the kingdom, and cauſed ſo great a plenty, 
that wines were generally ſold for one mark a tun. | 

He was famous, as an Admiral, in ſome other expeditions ; and 
was afterwards made Lord High Steward of England, for trying, 
the conſpirators againſt King Henry the Fourth. 

This Earl was ſummoned to all the parliaments I in the reigns of 
King Richard II. Henry IV. and Henry V. He was blind a con- 
ſiderable time before his death, therefore ſurnamed the Blind and 


Good Earl. His will, dated at Tiverton, June 29th, 1419, di- 
. rected 
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rected his body to be buried in Ford Abbey church. He died the 4. b. 
5th of November next after. 9 
The caſtle of Tiverton was the chief place of his reſidence; and Hen. v. 
notwithſtanding the direction of his will as above, he was buried 
with his Counteſs in the family vault, under their chapel, adjoin- 
ing Tiverton church; to whoſe memory a magnificent tomb was 
erected, with their images in alabaſter, finely gilt, on it, and the 
curious inſcription in the 34 note. 


HUGH COURTENAY, Earl of Devon, ſecond ſon of the laſt 1410. 
named Edward the Blind, ſucceeded his father in the poſſeſſion of He. 
the lordſhip of Tiverton when about 30 years old. He had been 
before made Knight of the Bath, at the coronation of King Henry 
IV. Soon after his father's death, doing his komage, he had livery | | 
of all his lands; alſo the tertium denarium, 181. 6s. 8d. per an- 
num, for the earldom. He alſo was much employed in the wars 
of King Henry V. by ſea and land; and made chief commander of 
that King's fleet, inſtead of his father and elder brother Edward. 


34 Hoe! hoe! who lyes here ? 
'Tis B the goode Erle of Devonſhere, 
With Kate my wyfe, to mee full dere ; 
Wee lyved together fyfty-fyve yere : 
That wee ſpent wee had; 
That wee gave wee have ; 
That wee lefte wee loſte. 

Mr. Riſdon, who wrote about the year 1630, ſays, that in the church-yard of Tiver- 
ton is a chapel, built by the earls of this county, and appropriated for their burials, now 
demoliſhed ; where there is a tomb, under which Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon- 
ſhire, and his Counteſs, were interred, having their effigies of alabaſter ſometime ſump- 
tuouſly gilded, and was about forty years ago to-be ſeen ; and which lamenteth me to 


write, time hath not ſo much defaced; as men have mangled, that magnificent monu- 


ment, which had this inſcription written thereon, as ſome have ſeen. 
Hiſtorians have uniformly given this Earl a moſt excellent character. 


He 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


He blocked up the Seine with 100 fail of ſhips, to aſſiſt the ſiege 
of Roan ; and with his vaſſals (to a 35 conſiderable number) ſerved 
the King with great reputation : but did not long enjoy his honour 
and eſtate, for he died the 16th of June, 1422; leaving behind 
him, by his wife Anne, daughter of Richard Lord Talbot, one ſon, 
Thomas, about eight years old, his heir, and another ſon named 


John. | T > 


3% ANNE DE COURTENAY, widow of the laſt Earl, daugh- 
ter of Richard Lord Talbot, and ſiſter to 37 John Talbot, the fa- 
mous Earl of Shrewſbury, ſucceeded her huſband in the poſſeſſion 
of the manor and lordſhip of Tiverton, as part of her dower. She 
claimed and enjoyed the right of fiſhing in the river Exe, and the 


35 Three knights, 376 men at arms, and 780 archers. 


35 Beſides the authorities mentioned in note 27, ſee alſo Blundell's Memoirs of 
"Tiverton. 


37 What town can boaſt ſuch noble names as thine? 
Thy Courtenays, Talbots, in thy records ſhine. 
170 ſpring from Talbot is immortal fame; 

Still trembles France at that almighty name: 
Amaz'd, ſhe ſaw the rapid race he ran; 
And if not God, ſhe thought him more than man. 
She ſaw him rough and honeſt, free and brave; 
Foe to each tyrant, and each abject ſlave. 
She ſaw him often for his country bleed, 
Profuſe of blood in every glorious deed. 
She ſaw her heroes by his arm expire, 
An arm of thunder, and a ſoul of fire 
She ſaw her cities raz'd, her battles loſt; 
His name a thouſand, and himſelf an hoſt ! 9 
T1VvERTON, a poem, by Hen. Kiddell. 
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perquiſites of the court of the hundred of Tiverton, and 20l. 8s. 5d, 
rent of aſſize, iſſuing out of divers burgages in Tiverton. 
She married afterwards John Botreaux, Eſq. and died 16th 


January, 1440. 


THOMAS COURTENAY, Earl of Devon, ſon of Hugh, the 
laſt Earl, ſucceeded his father, when about eight years old, in the 
title, and his mother, at her death, in the poſſeſſion of the lordſhip, 
manor, and borough of Tiverton. As ſoon as he was of the age 
of 16 years, he attended the King, Henry the Sixth, with his vaſlals, 
in a voyage royal to France, when he went to be crowned at Paris; 
afterwards ſerved there with reputation under the Regent, Duke 
of Bedford, &c. Soon after the commencement of the boiſterous 
35. troubles of this reign, he was accuſed of high treaſon by the 
Duke of York, but acquitted by his peers. He fided with the 


houſe of Lancaſter in the war, which about this time broke out 


between this houſe and that of York, and which frequently brought 
him and his family into great troubles. It is ſaid, he fought a duel 
with Lord Bonville, on Cliſtheath, near Exeter, about a dog ; but 
rather, I ſuppoſe, on account of their different political ſentiments. 
He was much favoured by King Henry VI. and was firmly attached 
to his intereſts, conſequently hated by the Duke of York and his 
party ; which probably occaſioned his death by poiſon, when in 
the retinue of the King, at a meeting of the lords on both fades, 


33 See letter 27, vol. I. in Appendix, No. 3, where are ſome curious particulars of 
the conduct of this Earl and his ſon, by a private pen in thoſe days, which exhibit, in a 
forcible manner, the calamities of the times, occaſioned by the war between the houſes 
of York and Lancaſter, the White and Red Roſes, which commenced about the time 


this Earl entered into active life, and proved fatal to many of his family, as indecd to 
molt of the noble families of England. 
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A. D. to effect a reconciliation, at the abbey of Abingdon, the 3d of 


| February, 1458, and was ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon. 
He married Margaret Beaufort, ſecond daughter to John, Earl 
of Somerſet, eldeſt ſon of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, by 


bis third wife; by whom he had three ſons, Thomas, Henry, and 


John, all Earls of Devonſhire, and all ſlain in the war between the 
two Roſes. 


THOMAS COURTENAY, Earl of Deyon, was 26 years old 


when his father died; and ſhortly after, on doing homage, had li- 


very of his lands, among which was the manor of Tiverton. He 
embarked in the ſame cauſe of the houſe of Lancaſter, conſtantly 
adhering to the fortunes of King Henry VI. For ſome of his ſer- 
vices, the King granted him an annuity of 100 marks, out of the 


manors of Milverton and Merſhwood. 


After a ſtormy life, and various changes of fortune, he was taken 
priſoner, by King Edward IV. at the bloody battle of 39 Towton, 
wherein were flain 36,776 Engliſhmen ; and beheaded in April, 
1462, in revenge for the death of the Duke of York, King Ed- 
ward's father. He was attainted of high treaſon ; all his eſtates 
confiſcated, and his head fixed upon the walls of Vork. 

Notwithſtanding all which, Henry Courtenay, Eſq. his brother 
and heir, found ſo much favour from King Edward IV. to win 
him to his intereſt, that, upon the 27th of July, the fame year, 


4 


39 See Appendix, No. 3, letter 1, vol. I. Edward IV. A letter wrote immediately 
after the bloody engagement, in which is a liſt of the noblemen and others of rank or- 
conſequence, as well as the general account by the heralds of the number ſlain; which, 
though it doth not exactly agree with the number above, and in the general hiſtories of 
England, the difference may be eaſily accounted for, by ſuppoſing the letter to have been 
written betore all the deſtructive effecls of this fierce action could have been accurately 
aſcertained, | 
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he gave him livery of the lands of which his brother died ſeized : 
thus | | 


HENRY COURTENAY, Earl of Devon, ſucceeded his bro- 1462. 


ther in the poſſeſſion of this title, the lordſhip and manor of Ti- 
verton, &c. &c. but which he enjoyed only a ſhort time; for, ſtill 
entertaining a great affection for the houſe of Lancaſter, he was 
ſuppoſed to have engaged in a conſpiracy againſt King Edward, 
for which he alſo was attainted of treaſon, and beheaded, at Saliſ- 
bury, on the 4th of March, 1466. 


King Edward IV. then gave the lordſhip, manor, and borough 


of Tiverton, with a great part of the poſſeſſions of the late Earls 


of Devon, to 


4 Sir HUMPHRY STAFFORD, of Southwick, Knight, 1466. 


whom he created, on May 7, of the ſame year, Earl of Devon. 

It was not, however, many months that he enjoyed this earl- 
dom; for, upon the northern inſurrection, under the conduct of 
Sir John Conyers, Knight, in the gth of King Edward's reign, 
having 800 archers under his command, and meeting with the Earl 
of Pembroke on Cotſwould, on purpoſe to join together in ſup- 
preſſing thoſe rebels, who were then marching towards London, 
they came together to Banbury, where this Earl, having taken up his 
lodgings at an #' inn, which he liked for the ſake of a pretty girl, 
whom he found there, was put out of that houſe by the Earl of 
Pembroke, though they had agreed that he who came firſt ſhould 
not be diſplaced. At this affront he took ſuch diſtaſte, that, in 


40 See Appendix, No. 3, letter 25, vol. II. Edward IV. Alſo the ſeveral autho- 
rities enumerated in this department, note No. 27, and Blundell's Memoirs. 


41 "This anecdote is further confirmed by the general hiſtories of England. 
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great wrath, he departed thence with his archers ; ſo that Pem- 
broke, being thus forſaken, was, on the day following, upon meet- 
ing with the enemy at Edgcote, utterly routed, and taken priſoner, 

The King being advertiſed of this, directed his letters to the 


Sheriffs of Somerſet and Devon, commanding them to take the 


Earl of Devon, if they could poſſibly do it, and withont delay to 
put him to death. Whereupon, making ſearch for him, they 
found him in a village, within Brentmarſh, and thence carried him 
to Bridgewater, where they cut off his head, Auguſt 17, 9 Edward 
IV. 1466; after which his body was buried at Glaſtonbury, in an 
arch of the ſouth croſs of the abbey church there. He died ſeized 
(inter alia) of the borough of Tiverton. 


JOHN COURTENAY, Earl of Devon, brother to the two 
laſt mentioned Earls of that family, appears to have had the poſ- 
ſeſſion of this title, and the lordſhip of Tiverton, ſoon after the 
death of the laſt Earl, Humphry Stafford; reſtored thereto by the 
favourable turn of the affairs of King Henry VI. And tho' King 
Edward IV. often tried to draw him from the intereſt of the houſe 
of Lancaſter, yet he firmly adhered to the fortunes of that houſe ; 
was in ſeveral battles fought in the conteſt, and at laſt ſlain in the 
famous battle of Tewkeſbury, the 4th of May, 1471, fighting for 
King Henry VI. and his ſon Edward, Prince of Wales, and lies 
buried at Tewkeſbury. 

This victory confirmed the crown to King Edward IV. who 
gave the lands belonging to this 4+ Earl of Devon, among which 
was the manor of Tiverton, to 

Sir 


42 The firſt branch of the illuſtrious houſe of Courtenay, or De Courtenay, in Eng- 
land, ending with the death of the above Earl, John Courtenay, and the title of Devon 
lying extinct with it ne years, it will not, I hope, be thought an improper digreſſion 

from 
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Sir JOHN DVYVNH AM, afterwards Lord Dynham, who poſ- A. p. 


7 1 ſeſſed this barony, with many others of the lands of the late Earl, Eat“ 1. 


given 


from the ſubject of theſe Memoirs, to reſume the elegant pen of the ſame modern Ro- 
man hiſtorian, to deſcribe the hiſtory conciſely of the above branch of this noble family, 
from the time of their firſt ſettlement in England to the preſent ; eſpecially as the re- 
ſearches of this admired writer tend to confirm the particulars of the hiſtory in the text, 
w collected from the ſeveral ancient authorities before mentioned. 

1 i] « According to the old Regiſter of Ford Abbey, the Courtenays of Devonſhire are 
"= deſcended from Prince Florus, the ſecond ſon of Peter, and the grandſon of Louis the 
= Fat. This fable of the gratefu], or venal, monks was too reſpectfully entertained by 
x our antiquaries, Camden and Dugdale : but it is ſo clearly repugnant to truth and time, 
that the rational pride of the family now refuſes to accept this imaginary founder. 
Their moſt faithful hiſtorians believe, that, after giving his daughter to the King's fon, 
Reginald of Courtenay abandoned his poſſeſſions in France, and obtained, from the 
Engliſh monarch, a ſecond wife and new inheritance. It is certain at leaſt, that Henry 
II. diſtinguiſhed, in his camps and councils, a Reginald, of the name and arms, and, as 
it may be fairly preſumed, of the genuine race, of the Courtenays of France. 

« The right of wardſhip enabled a feudal lord to reward his vaſſal with the tnarriage 
and eſtate of a noble heireſs ; and Reginald of Courtenay acquired a fair eſtabliſhment in 
Devonſhire, where his poſterity has been ſeated above 600 years. From a Norman 
baron (Baldwin de Brioniis, who had been inveſted by the Conqueror) Hawife, the wife 
of Reginald, derived the honour of Okehampton, which was held by the ſervice of 93 
knights; and a female might claim the manly offices of hereditary viſcount or ſheriff, 
and of captain of the royal caſtle of Exeter. Their fon Robert married the ſiſter of the 
Earl of Devon. At the end of a century, on the failure of the family of Rivers, his great 
| grandſon, Hugh the Second, ſucceeded to a title which was conſidered as a territorial 
1 dignity ; and twelve earls of Devonſhire, of the name of Courtenay, have flouriſhed in 
a period of 220 years. They were ranked among the chief of the barons of the realm ; 
nor was it till after a ſtrenuous diſpute, that they yielded to the fief of Arundel, the firſt 
E: place in the parliament of England : their alliances were contracted with the nobleſt fa- 
> 1 milies, the Veres, Deſpenſers, St. Johns, Talbots, Bohuns, and even the Plantagenets 
by - themſelves ; and in a conteſt with John of Lancaſter, a Courtenay, Biſhop of London, 
. and afterwards Archbiſhop of Canterbury, might be accuſed of profane confidence in f 
= the ſtrength and number of his kindred. In peace the Earls of Devon reſided in their 
numerous caſtles and manors of the weſt : their ample revenue was appropriated to 
devotion and hoſpitality ; and the epitaph of Edward, ſurnamed from his misfortunes 
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given to him by King Edward IV. for his firm adherence and ſer- 


vices to the houſe of York, He appears to have enjoyed theſe 
eſtates 


the Blind, from his virtues the Good, Earl, inculcates, with nuch ingenuity, a moral 
ſentence, which may however be abuſed by thoughtleſs generoſity, After a grateful 
commemoration of the fifty-five years of union and happineſs, which he enjoyed with 
Label his wife, the good Earl thus ſpeaks from the tomb— 

What we gave, we have; 

What we ſpent, we had; 

What we lefte, we loſt. 
But their loſſes, in this ſenſe, were far ſuperior to their gifts and expences ; and their 
heirs, not leſs than the poor, were the objects of their paternal care. The ſums which 
they paid for livery and ſeiſin atteſt the greatneſs of their poſſeſſions ; and ſeveral eſtates 
have remained in their family ſince the 13th and 14th centuries. 

« In war, the Courtenays of England fulfilled the duties and deſerved the honours of 
chivalry. They were often entruſted to levy and command the militia of Devonſhire 
and Cornwall. They often attended their ſupreme Lord to the borders of Scotland; 
and in foreign ſervice, for a ſtipulated price, they ſometimes maintained fourſcore men 
at arms, and as many archers, By ſea and land they fought under the ſtandard of the 
Edwards and Henries ; their names are conſpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in 
the original liſt of the order of the garter; three brothers ſhared the Spaniſh victory of 
the Black Prince; and, in the lapſe of fix generations, the Engliſh Courtenays had 
learned to deſpiſe the nation and country from which they derived their origin. In the 
quarrel of the two Roſes, the Earls of Devon adhered to the houſe of Lancaſter, and 
three brothers ſucceſſively died, either in the field or on the ſcaffold. Their honours 
and eſtates were reſtored by Henry VII. A daughter of Edward IV. was not diſgraced 
by the nuptials of a Courtenay. Their ſon, who was created Marquis of Exeter, en- 


| Joyed the favour of his couſin Henry VIII; and in the camp of Cloth of Gold, he 


broke a lance againſt a French monarch, 

« But the favour of Henry was the prelude of diſgrace ; his diſgrace was the ſignal 
of death ; and of the victims of the jealous tyrant, the Marquis of Exeter is one of the 
moſt noble and guiltleſs. His ſon Edward lived a priſoner in the Tower, and died an 
exile at Padua; and the ſecret love of Queen Mary, whom he lighted perhaps for the 
Princeſs Elizabeth, has ſhed a romantic colour on the ſtory of this beautiful youth, 


The relics of his patrimony were conveyed into ſtrange families by the marriages of his 


four aunts; and his perſonal honours, as if they had been legally extinct, were revived 
by the patents of ſucceeding princes, But there till ſurvived a lineal deſcendant of 
Hugh 
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eſtates but a few years; and dying without iſſue, or forfeiting the a. p. 
favour of King Edward IV. in thoſe miſtruſtful, ferocious, and /. 
perilous times, they were granted by the ſaid King to his own 
brother, 


GEORGE, Duke of Clarence, this year; who enjoyed the 1475. 
lordſhip and manor of Tiverton, with many other eſtates in De-. 
vonſhire, to the time of his death, which was occaſioned by the 
ſuſpicious cruelty of his two brothers, King Edward IV. and the 
Duke of Glouceſter, afterwards King Richard III. who contrived 
to have him accuſed of high treaſon, before a council compoſed 
of his enemies, impeached by the parliament, and condemned. 

The only favour he had, was the choice of the manner of his. 
death ; and not being willing to be brought upon a public ſcaf- 
fold, he was privately 43 drowned in the Tower of London, by 


Hugh, the firſt Earl of Devon, a younger branch of the Courtenays who have been 

ſeated at Powderham caſtle about 400 years, from the reign of Edward III. to the pre- | 
ſent hour. Their eſtates have been increaſed by the grant and improvement of lands in 
Ireland ; and they have been recently reſtored to the peerage. Yet the Courtenays ſtill 
retain the plaintive * motto, which aſſerts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of their - 
ancient houſe. While they ſigh for paſt greatneſs, they are doubtleſs ſenſible of preſent 
bleſſings, in the long ſeries of the Courtenay annals. The moſt ſpendid æra is likewiſe 
the moſt unfortunate ; nor can an opulent peer of Britain be inclined to envy the em- 
perors of Conſtantinople, who wandered over Europe to ſolicit alms for the ſupport of 
their dignity and the defence of their capital.” 


— —— — 


Ubi lapſus! Quid feci? A motto which was probably adopted by the Powderham branch, after 
the loſs of the earldom of Devonſhire, &c. 


The primitive arms of the Courtenays were, or, three torteaux gules, which ſeems to denote the 
affinity with Godfrey of Bouillon, and the ancient counts of Boulogne, 


43 Nor ſhall ill-fated Clarence be unſung, 
Ally'd to monarchs, and from heroes ſprung : 
Vain his deſcent, each render tie is vain ; 
He dies—his death ſecures a brother's reign. —— I. Kd, 


* having 
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8 having his head thruſt into a butt of Malmſey wine, in the year 
1478. 
Some accounts, not abſolutely to be depended upon, ſay, that he 
was ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion of the manor and lordſhip of Ti- 
verton by his daughter, 


1478, MARGARET, Counteſs of Saliſbury, as a dower ſettled upon 

iv. IV- her in marriage. She held it to the time of her death, which was 
alſo violent, in the year 1483, or beginning of the year 1484, oc- 
caſioned by the hatred and cruelty of the ſame perſons by whom 
her father had been murdered. 


E 


1484, 4 Sir RICHARD RATCLIFFE, Knight, had the lordſhip 
III. and manor of Tiverton granted him by letters patent from King 
Richard III. dated 6th September, 1484; but he enjoved the 
eſtates and honours beſtowed on him one year only; for, upon the 
acceſſion of King Henry VII. in 1485, the houſe of Courtenay 
was reſtored to the poſſeſſion of their forfeited eſtates and titles, 
among others to that of the lordſhip and manor of Tiverton, by 


letters patent to the next heir male. 


_ 


1485, Sir EDWARD COURTENAY, now made Earl of Devon, 
len. VII. fon of Sir Hugh Courtenay of Boconnock, the ſon of Sir Hugh 
Courtenay of Haccombe, younger brother of Edward Courtenay, 


44 This perſon was a great favourite and tool of King Richard III. and one of thoſe 
who formed his ſecret council, that occaſioned the following ludicrous diſtich. 
The cat, the rat, and Lovel the dog, | 
Rule all England under a hog. 
-Alleling to Cateſby, Ratcliffe, and Lovel, who bore a dog for his arms, as one of Ri- 


chard's ſupporters was a wild boar. 
Kimber's Hiſtory of England. 


Earl 
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Earl of Devon, ſurnamed the Blind, who being the next male heir 
of this family, was reſtored to the title, honour, and eſtates of the 
firſt branch of it, ending with John Courtenay, Earl of Devon, 
by King Henry VII. immediately after the battle of Boſworth 
Field, wherein King Richard III. was lain, and the houſe of Lan- 
caſter (to which the Courtenay family had been always firm ad- 
herents, and for which they had all been great ſufferers) reſtored 
in the perſon of the Earl of Richmond, now King Henry VII; to 
which revolution this Sir Edward had greatly contributed, not 
only by an earneſt attendance with his vaſſals, but with the inha- 
bitants of Devonſhire and Cornwall alſo, who were devoted to the 
intereſts of the Courtenay family. In the letters patent of this 
King, dated 26th October, 1485, granted to this Earl, we find the 
caſtle, and manor, and hundred of Tiverton, with free fiſhing in 


the river Exe ; he was alſo made Knight of the Garter, and was in 


all the parliaments during the reign of Henry VII. with whom 
he was alſo in the expedition into France in 1491, attended by his 
vaſſals; and was very inſtrumental, with his ſon, &c. in relieving 
Exeter againſt the attack of Perkin Warbeck, in the year 1497, 
when, in the laſt aſſault, he was wounded in the arm with an 
arrow, 

By his will, dated May 27th, 1509, he deſired to be buried in 
the chapel of Tiverton, near his lady; and gave 41. per ann. in 
land, for founding a + chauntry in the chapel where he was bu- 
ried. He died in the year 1509. 


45 Some rents are now collected under that title, by Mr. William Smale, merchant, 
of Tiverton,. whoſe father had bought them ; and probably the ſame that were given 
by this Earl for the purpoſe above mentioned, and other donors of "Tiverton for like 
purpoſes. 

Chauntry is a church or chapel endowed with a yearly revenue, for the maintenance 
of one or more prieſts, to ſing mals daily for the ſouls of the donors, and ſuch others as 
they appoint, 

N This 
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This Earl married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Philip Courtenay, 
of Molland, Knight, by whom he had one ſon, who ſucceeded him 
in titles and eſtates. He had ſour fiſters, whoſe iſſue were after- 
wards heirs to his deſcendants. Elizabeth, the eldeſt, was mar- "2 
ried to John Tretherf, of whom Vyvian is deſcended ; Maud, the = 
ſecond, was wiſe to John Arundel, of Talvern ; Ifabel, the third, H | 
married William Mohun ; and Florence, the fourth ſiſter, was 46 
married to John Trelawny. | By! 

WILLIAM COURTENAY, firſt of that name, Earl of Devon, 
ſucceeded his father in his titles and eſtates, among others in the 
lordſhip and manor of Tiverton, He was made Knight of the 
Bath at the coronation of Henry VII. long before his father's death. 
He married 45 Catharine, the ſeventh and youngeſt daughter of 
King Edward IV; on which account he was ſuppoſed to be at- 
tached to the houſe of Vork: was taken up on ſuſpicion of trea- 
fon in 1502, and kept in priſon many years, during the remainder 


45 This marriage was productive of very unkappy conſequences to the family of 
Courtenay ; indeed it was the chief cauſe of the ruin of this firſt branch of the family, 
its titles, honours, and eſtates. It occaſioned the reſentment of Henry VII. who could 
not conceal his hatred to every branch of the houſe of York, though” he had mar- 
ried the eldeſt daughter of Edward IV. himſelf, to ſubſtantiate his title to the crown. 
It created ſuch ſuſpicion in the breaſt of Henry VIII. as produced the violent death of 
the heir of this marriage; and was finally the cauſe of the long impriſonmenr, exile, _ ut 
and death of the laſt Earl of this name. Thus an incident, which appeared at- firſt WW -. 
view likely to raiſe the Courtenay family to higher honour, was big with the moſt hu- it WE 
miliating and deſtructive events. 1 

Had this Earl married a lady of inferior rank, and been ſatisfied with the ample eſtate, 
honour, and influence of his father, in the remote reſidence of the caſtle of Tiverton, 
himſelf and family had probably eſcaped the deſtruction above noted; the Courtenay 
family might have long enjoyed the title of Earl of Devon; the manor of Tiverton had 
now been, perhaps, an appendage of their and the caſtle elegantly modernized 
for an occaſional winter reſidence, 


of 
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of Henry the Seventh's reign, but releaſed therefrom the firſt year 4. p. 


of King Henry VIII. the ſame year that he came to the earldom. 
He behaved valiantly with his father againſt Perkin Warbeck, at 
the ſiege of Exeter. On the firſt of May, 1510, he was at a tilt 
and tournament with King Henry VIII. and received from the 


hands of the Queen one of the prizes. He died the gth of June, 
1511, at Greenwich, and was buried in St. Paul's church, London. 


His lady, 


CATHARINE DE COURTENAY, Counteſs of Devon, 
youngeſt daughter.of King Edward IV. ſucceeded him in the lord- 
ſhip and manor of Tiverton, and outlived him 16 years : ſhe died 
in the caſtle of Tiverton, November 1 5th, 1527, where, it is pro- 
bable, ſhe had chiefly reſided during her widowhood ; and was bu- 
ried, with great funeral pomp, in the chapel belonging to the 
Earls of Devon there, on the 2d of December, in the ſame year. 
A noble tomb, with her image upon it, was afterwards erected by 
her only ſon, on one fide of the grand altar of the chapel in the 
church of Tiverton, over the place of her interment. 


HENRY COURTENAY, Earl of Devon, ſucceeded his father, 
William, the laſt Earl, in this title, 1511; and his mother, the 
Princeſs Catharine, in the lordſhip and manor of Tiverton, this 
year. 

He was much in favour with King Henry VIII. from whom he 
received ſeveral grants of lands, and was alſo made by him Marquis 
of Exeter. 

He was at the interview of the King of England and Francis I. 
King of France, in the vale of Arden ; where, at a j uſt with the 
King of France, they ran ſo hard together, that both their ſpears 
were broke, ſo that they equally. maintained their courſe nobly. 
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He was alſo at a tournament in England, appointed to honour 
the preſence of the Emperor Charles V. and behaved with great 
gallantry. In 1522, he received Chriſtian, King of Denmark, at 
Dover, and conducted him to London. He was one of the com- 
miſſioners of the King of England, in that treaty made for the re- 
demption of Francis the Firſt, then a priſoner to the Emperor 
Charles V. | 

In the year 1532, King Henry VIII. went to France; but before 
he went, he nominated this Marquis of Exeter his heir apparent 
to the crown. In 1529, he ſubſcribed the articles againſt Cardinal 
Woolſey ; and in 1536, was one of thoſe that ſat on the trial of 
Queen Ann Bullen. | 

In 1538, he was made Lord High Steward on the trials of the 
Lords Darſey and Huſley. 

The ſame year this Henry Courtenay, Earl of Devon and Mar- 
quis of Exeter, was accuſed of high treaſon, being 47 charged with 
holding a correſpondence with Cardinal Pole, then abroad (whom 
the King hated), and 4% committed to the Tower of London, No- 
vember 5; tried January 2d before Thomas Lord Audley, fitting 

High 


47 Other cauſes, beſides that mentioned in note 46, of this noble Earl's falling a ſa- 
crifice to the ſuſpicion and caprice of that cruel tyrant Henry VIII. were, his great po- 
pularity, his many virtues, and his extenſive influence, which were apparent to the King 
by the number of vaſſals from the weſt which attended his ſuit upon all occaſions ; and 
once particularly, by his raiſing an army of many thouſands, almoſt inſtantaneouſly, 
againſt the Yorkſhire rebels. 


43 There was a tradition in Tiverton, the place where the Marquis generally reſided, 
that an old man of that town went to the Marquis, a little time before he was taken up, 
and told him, that by ſuch a dzy, which he named, if he did not fave his life by 
flying, he would be ſeat for to London by the King, and have his head cut off. The 
Marquis lighted the old man's words ; and when the day was come that he had named, 
he ſent for him, and told him that he was a falſe prophet, and that he ſhould be pu- 

niſhed ; 
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High Steward for that time, and found guilty of wiſhing the death A.D. 
of the King ; for which he was attainted, and beheaded, with the _w—_ 
Lord Montacute and Sir Edward Nevil, for the ſame crime, on 
Tower-hill, the gth of January, 1538. His attainder was con- 
firmed by the parliament called in 15393 as was alſo that of his 
Counteſs, though never tried. 

This Earl had two wives; the firſt, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
John Grey, Viſcount Liſle, by whom he had no iſſue; the ſecond, 
Gertrude, daughter of William Blunt, Baron of Mountjoy, by 
whom he had ifſue, Henry, who died young, and Edward, who was 
afterwards reſtored to his title and eſtates. The lands belonging | 
to this Earl were granted by King Henry VIII. after the 4 attain- | 
der, to divers perſons, with whom they continued to the reign of 
King Edward VI. who, in the firſt year of his reign, granted, 
among other lands, the hundred, manor, and borough of Tiverton 
to his own uncle, the Regent and Protector, 


EDWARD SEYMOUR, Duke of Somerſet, who enjoyed the 1547. 
poſſeſſion of this lordſhip and manor ' till his fall and death. * 


* 


1 niſhed : Sir, fays the old man, there is a party of horſe now coming to ſeize you, and 8 | 
Ce they are within half a mile of the town: the ſoldiers came indeed ſoon After, ſurrounded 
3 the caſtle of Tiverton, ſeized the Earl, and carried him to the Tower of London. 


2D n! | | Cleaveland. 


49 After the attainder of this Earl, when the lands fell to the crown, all the parks be- 
longing to the earldom were deſtroyed, by order of King Henry VIII. to promote tillage 
and paſture, which greatly diſpleaſed the gentlemen in their neighbourhood. The great 
park of Tiverton, adjoining the caſtle, and Aſhley park, in Prior's quarter, were of the 
number. This latter park contained about 1600 acres of land; was bounded on the 


weſt by an highway, leading from the town to Bickley bridge, and on the eaſt by the 
river Exe. | 


It 


98 HISTORICAL' MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 1 


A D. Tt continued in his family three years after; when the lordſhip . 
15% and manor of Tiverton was granted, by King Edward VI. five 148 
weeks only before his death, to | 1 


1553. Sir HENRY GATE; ; but he ſcarcely poſſeſſed it, for Queen 
bow. VI. Mary granted it, on the 28th of September, 1553, the firſt year 
of her reign, to 


EDWARD COURTENAY, only . ſon, of the late Henry M 


1 2. 

N20. Courtenay, Earl of Devon and Marquis of Exeter, whom ſhe made ih 
alſo Earl of Devon, at the time of her releaſing him from his im- i 4 
priſonment in the Tower, and reſtored to him the lands that had E 1 
fallen to the crown on the attainder of his father, among which It 
were the manor of Tiverton, and the advowſon of the three portions 37 
of the church. 1 MW 

The Queen herſelf went into the Tower the 5 of 4 1553.4 WH 
and delivered him from that priſon (with ſomeo ther lords), after a 8 
confinement of near fourteen years, viz. from the time he was about 7 


twelve years old, having been placed there by King Henry VIII. 
ſoon after the death of his father. Mary went up to the priſoners, 
who were kneeling on the hill within the Tower, kiſſed them, and I 
ſaid, theſe are my priſoners. | 1 
The next day ſhe created this Edward Courtenay Earl of Devon, 1 
&c. The perſon, addreſs, and other engaging accompliſhments of 
this young so nobleman, who was of royal extraction, being the 
great grandſon of Edward IV. had made a manifeſt impreſſion on 
the Queen : he was polite, ſtudious, and learned; an accurate 
maſter of the languages, and ſkilled in the mathematics, painting, 
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and 5* muſic. The Earl was no ſtranger. to theſe favourable diſ- A. p. 


99 


poſitions of the Queen towards him; yet he ſeemed rather to at- 353. 


tach himſelf to the Princeſs Elizabeth, whoſe youth and lively 
converſation had more prevailing charms than the pomp and power 
of her ſiſter. This forced Mary to declare war againſt her ſiſter, 
and cauſed a total change in her ſentiments towards the Earl: he 
was therefore accuſed of being privy, with the Princeſs Elizabeth, 

to Wyat's rebellion, and firſt ſent to the Tower, and then kept a 
cloſe priſoner at F otheringay caſtle, in Northamptonſhire. Philip 
of Spain however, willing to do a popular act, procured his releaſe, 
as well as the Princeſs Elizabeth's s, who had been confined at 
Woodſtock. 7 

After this, the Earl, fearing he ſhould lie under perpetual diſ- 
truſt, reſolved to go beyond ſea, and ſoon after died at Padua, in 
Italy, not without ſuſpicion of poiſon, on October 4, 1556, being 
then unmarried. He was buried in St. Anthony's church, at 
Padua, where a noble monument was erected to his memory. 

With this laſt Earl ended the government of- the noble houſe 
of Courtenay in the hundred, manor, and borough of Tiverton, 
after a continuance (including ſome ſhort interruptions) of 263 
years, and with it the illuſtrious title of Earl of Devon. 

With him alſo ended the feudal government here, to any pur- 
poſe of power or influence. 

After the death of this Earl, the caſtle, the lordſhip and manor 
of Tiverton, the advowſon of the three portions of the church, 
Pitt, Clare, and Tidcombe, and all the other lands belonging to 
him, were divided between the heirs of the four ſiſters of Edward, 
Earl of Devon, his great grandfather, viz. 


$1 Strype's Eccl. 


52 Warton's Life of Sir Thomas Pope. 
5 ELIZABETH 
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7 ELIZABETH COU RTENAY, wife of John Tretherf ; 
Mayt MAUD COURTENAY, wife of John Arundel, of Talvern ; 
ISABEL COURTENAY, wife of William Mohun ; and 
FLORENCE COURTENAY, wife of John Trelawny. 
1558. The lands, rights, and privileges, were ſoon after this divided 
Ba and ſubdivided into ſo many different families, by ſales and inter- 
1 marriages, that when Mr. Riſdon wrote his Survey of Devon, 
1625. about the year 1630, he counted forty parts, or ſhares; one of 
Chaules J. which, he ſays, belonged to Coleman, Eſq. probably an eighth, 
3 as at preſent enjoyed by the ſame family; though the moſt entire 
Weath. or largeſt ſhare to the 53 Mohun's family; but that he had not 
1653. 
Otiver been able to derive how this manor had paſſed for a great number 
e years then laſt paſt. 

-5+ Mr, Blundell, in his Memoirs, ſays, that after the diviſion 
above deſcribed, the caſtle of Tiverton was purchaſed by 55 Roger 
Giffard, Eſq. who, he ſays, was a gentleman, not only of elegant 
form and comely preſence of perſon, but of much better accom- 

pliſhments and endowments of mind. 
1660. Here he ſettled himſelf and family; and from ble habitation 
Cha. II. therein, it came to be called Giffard's Court. He had ſucceſſively 
three wives, all rich widows, which greatly encreaſed his eſtate. 
1685. He had no iſſue by the two former; but by his laſt, Richord, 
James II. daughter of John Prowſe, of Tiverton, he had iſſue George, who 


had iſſue Roger, whoſe daughter by her marriage brought Tiver- 


$3 Riſdon's Survey of Devon, Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria. 


54 See Blundell's Memoirs of T iverton, printed in I 712. 


55 See his momument in St. Peter's church, Tiverton, on the north ſide of the com- 


munion table. The inſcription on it may be een, among the others of the ſaid church, 
in Part V. 
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ton caſtle to her huſband, Roger Burgoin, Eſq. who had two ſons, A. b. 
Robert and William, who ſold their rights in the ſaid caſtle to 1939. 


Peter Weſt, Eſq. who reſided in it, and was High Sheriff for the 
county of Devon in the year 55 1707, 


III. 
and Mary 
II. 


PETER WEST, Eſq. as above deſcribed, was a lineal deſcen- £702, 


dant of Mr. John Weſt, merchant, who bought of Sir Reynell 
Mohun, Knight, in the year 1605, the ſhare of that family, being 
a quarter part of the lordſhip of the hundred, manor, and borough 
of Tiverton, for the 57 ſum of 2500l. 
Another perſon of the Weſt family, at a later period, bought of 
the Trelawny family the ſhare then belonging to it, which was a 
moiety of the ſaid lordſhip ; ſo that fix eighths of the whole de- 
ſcended to the above Peter Weſt, Eſq. which he poſſeſſed in 
the year 1720. One eighth of the ſaid lordſhip continued in the 


poſſeſſion of the Coleman family; the remaining eighth was then 


the property of Mr. Spurway, of Oakford. This Peter Weſt, 
Eſq. proprietor of fix eighths of the lordſhip of the hundred, ma- 
nor, and borough of Tiverton, and ſole owner of the caſtle of Ti- 
verton and eſtate adjoining, died in the year 2726, and left the in- 
heritance to his ſon, | 


Anne, 


JOHN WEST, Eſq. who enjoyed the eſtate a ſhort time, and 1726. 


died in 1728; when all the inheritance above mentioned became 
the property of his two ſiſters, 


56 80 far Mr. Blundell's deſcription. 


57 By this information from Sir Thomas Carew, we are enabled to eſtimate the va- 
tae of the lordſhip, manor, &c. at that time ; it being probable, that the fourth part 
bought by Mr. Weſt of the Mohun family had continued entire from the firſt diviſion, 
after the deceaſe of the laſt Earl of Devon. 


0 DOROTHY 


George I. 
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A. LE DOROTHY WEST and CHRISTIAN WEST, who jointly 

Geo. 11. pofleſſed the property above deſcribed, to the death of Chriſtian 
Weſt, in the year 1759 ; when the fix eighths of the lordſhip of 
the hundred, manor, and borough, and the caſtle of Tiverton, be- 
came the ſole property of Dorothy, then married to 


1730, Sir THOMAS CAREW, Bart. of Haccombe, who by that 
GOING marriage became the Lord of this manor. After his death it re- 
verted to. his widow, 


1740. Lady DOROTHY CAREW, who had the ſole poſſeſſion of 

Geo. II. this inheritance many years. She outlived her ſon, Sir John Ca- 
rew ; and in the year 1768, bought of the Rev. Mr. Spurway his 
one-eighth part of the ſaid lordſhip ; after which ſhe, had the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſeven eighths ſeveral years, to the time of her death, in 
the year 1772; and was ſucceeded in the inheritance by her 
grandſon, 


17722 Sir THOMAS CAREW, Bart. of Haccombe, the preſent pro- 
e 8 prietor of ſeven eighths of the lordſhip of the hundred, manor, and 
Gee. 111, borough of Tiverton, and ſole owner of the caſtle, with the eſtate 

adjoining. . 


190. EDWARD COLEMAN, Eſq. Serjeant at Arms to the Houſe 

Geo. III. of Commons, lineal deſcendant of the family which reſided at 
Gornhay more than two hundred years, is the preſent proprietor of 
the remaining eighth of the lordſhip of the ſaid hundred, manor, 
and borough, which his family hath enjoyed perhaps as many 
years, at leaſt 53 previous to the year 1630, the time when Mr. 
Riſdon was writing his Survey of Devon. 


38 Mr. Riſdon fays particularly, that ——— Coleman, Eſq. had then a ſhare of the 
lordſhip of this manor, &c. 
For 


PART II. Tae LORDS or THE MANOR. 


For ſixty years laſt paſt the caſtle of Tiverton hath been the re- 
ſidence of the farmer of the adjoining barton (part of the land that 
formed the great park of Tiverton), and his under tenants. The 


yards, which had been the uſual places for aſſembling the vaſſals 


of the lords of Tiverton, are become the peaceful ſtations of the 
gentle animals, the uſeful and patient attendants of man. To the 
claſhing of arms and the din of war, have ſucceeded the lowing of 
the herd, the ſtrokes of the flail, and the milkmaid's ſong ; the 
peace and ſatisfaction of innocent and uſeful employ, to the tumult 
and anxiety of vicious and deſtructive 59 ambition, 


$9 In the courſe of this ſhort hiſtory, we find many extraordinary revolutions in the 
fortunes of a ſingle family: raiſed at firſt from obſcurity, and led from grandeur and 
proſperity to poverty and deep diſtreſs ; repeatedly from reproach to honour—from dig- 
nified rank to ruin. 

Hence we may learn the precarious unſubſtantial honour derived from remote anceſ- 
tors, whoſe real characters and worth, after the moſt diligent enquiries, we can be but 
little acquainted with. 

The light of the preſent age hath ſhewn us, that all men are born equal ; that two 
ſorts of diſtinctions only can exiſt between them, a natural and acquired one, proceeding 
from talents and virtue, and from the rank which thoſe qualities procure them in ſociety; 


and the other an abſurd one, which depends upon opinion and prejudice, and which has 


very little weight now but with thoſe that are intereſted in ſuch an opinion. 

As to the childiſh parade of birth, that ridiculous vanity which plumes itſelf on the 
merit of anceſtors, the Czar, Peter the Great, made a jeſt of it on all occaſions; and 
endeavoured to inſpire the Ruſſian nobility with a taſte for true glory, and to incite them 
to ſignalize themſelves, like him, by their own ſervices, 


END OF PART II. 


103 


A.D. 
1799, 


— — — „„ coil. of... iwÞou 9 r » —_— 2 g 9 1 * * _— TT” 4 «lit. i einn a r F 7 en to oo mb e r 4 *%x." Rx. —— Xx LY CE IP TT *.. .. NA = 4 — on 
4 _ 7 . 1 ”" a — _— qr ny -4 vE ia x ok 4 21 „ L * a os * wa = iN — Ne. * As Son? ” 1 FREY 2 > 
20 4 P wy by _—_ - * LA AI ont; * . I 2 K. ITY ITE IE v —_— — . * 4 * 4 = * = . N 3 n * * — > 
has = — — tobe ”, —_—— A — r be? TS: \ 44 * 2 — rt — * va? + % + "2 * . \ 4 — Ho * . 8 * v 0 *. - 2 * F * * * I * a Ig 
s - 4 \ —_— . n 1 * N 
4 - — * * * 7 4 4 * * 


- » 4 — = * = of : Fits 1 
r e 
b „„ * 1 
ö ew . ts Re In e 
: — ILNEY <4 RAS? its ? - 1 K . * : 


N KL, ek vie IL 
.. * — ** „ 


0 = * 4 o 8 a 4 : 
2 24 | | p G 
>> OY rn he ED « a n oct 2 N e A 
ue bg 4 I 3 ** * — A er os 7 
- | 2 — Uo Y — 2 * * bay wt — "2 oy aa Ry K "© - 


«a 
* 4 2 5 _m p A 

3 * a 5 - +. wr = % 4 'y . 

- 2 +4 » 


* 


. e a 
n 


W nee 
1 Y 2 1 N , 7 A * 2 
4 * _ 7 
o 5 — b < 
. oy . — 4 
* 2 4 2 2 2 = Xx * 4 wi; 5 gk wa = 
"*. — * Ss \ * 8 _ © 
b, 4 * N de 4 4 
” 9 4 D 9 6 , . * rn . Sis 
| hb \ . 


r 


x) 
+8 46 * 


N 
. 


. 
+ # wo 


„ C = 7 ph 
49. by =_ 7” 


r 


* 4 
r 
n 


c 3 * F- 


* 
. 2 Cat ns Yi tha 
x = 40 e 4 2 
« * 12 . 


= 


? «oat 7 W 7 
— bee i ve A 
CI - - 
4% 2 


e 
„ Ant Ge 3; er of *. 
4 - . . 1 3 E w "CEN e 2 2 
. * - 4.4 o 
4 4 oe. 1 


l 
* 
Wa Lal” 
— * » o kw 
l * 3 N . a 
e RS Lo Bs l 2 1 
bo 4 » — bs 1 
1 mY 

PE * 2 ie: ly 

» ” ” * T . 


\ —— 
x - ? . F 5 - 
4 — * Þ 
_— * 2 44 » 1% 


% * * 1 1 : 
> #6. rac sf ee PL A. 
. K 48 


e 
K * * .-4 4 * 
P 


* 


< a — 
8 rr 


* 
2 — 
12 


5 F 1 
. — ©. TF- 
_ 3 * 


ey 
— L 
D 
1 


. = 
—_ 


D 


GEES 
"4 
26A 
4 


 " FRASI 
by <7 
"_ 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS 


0-7 


ff #7 0 XN. 


PART III. 


A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST of the PUBLIC DONATIONS, 


From the earlieſt ts the preſent Time, 


COLLECTED FROM THE COPIES OF WILLS, DEEDS, AND OTHER 
AUTHENTIC RECORDS RESPECTING THEM. 
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1 


No. DONORS. Dat: How given. For what Purpoſes 
EF N 
I IS ABELLA, Counteſs of Weſt- 12500 Granted. For the benefit of the poor inhabitants of 
moreland, or { Tiverton, to keep their cattle, 
AL $0 about 
Counteſs of Devon, Albermarle, | this k 
and the Ifle of Wight. time. 4 


For the inhabitants of Tiverton to have a 
conſtant ſupply of clear running water, 
thro? the village of Chettiſcombe, into 
and thro' the town of Tiverton. 


| 1 


| | 


* —— —— 


r . 


x Though we have no record remaining of ſuch grant as above, nor any other teſtimony than what Mr. Blundell gives in 
his Memoirs, printed in 1712, Mr. Hewett in his Manuſcript Memors, 1725, and general tradition; yet *tis highly probable 
that the Counteſs of Devon above deſcribed, Lady of the hundred, borough, and manor of Tiverton, gave ſuch waſte or 
uncultivated land as Elmore mutt then have been, for the benefit of the poor villains of her manor ; and that, on the attainder 
of one of her ſucceſſors, Henry Courtenay, Earl of Devon and Marquis of Exon, in the reign of Henry VIII. the faid lands 
were ſeized by the crown : which accounts-in a probable manner for the grant of William and Mary of ſuch lands for the be- 
nefit of the poor inhabitants of Tiverton, by whom they had long before been enjoyed. See Donation, No. 65, Part IV. No. 
6, and Part II. the Hiſtory of the Lords of the Manor, date 1262 and 1527. 

The ſtream of water continues to this day of great importance to the inhabitants of Tiverton : it is a bleſſing felt and enjoyed 
by all ranks, in every ſtreet of the town between the two rivers, and highly claims their utmoſt care and attention to preſerve it. 
It is conveyed over a deep road hehind the hoſpital by a leaded ſhute, on a ſtrong ſtone arch, into the town; conducted thro? 
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Net [ 
What preſent Security. In whom now veſted. | Money. * Value. 


„ t. 
The common of Elmore, containing about. At preſent a crown de- | 
150 acres of land, meſne; as a leaſe was 
granted, in 1693, by 

King William & Q. 
Mary, to the Mayor 
and Corporarion of | 
Tiverton, for the be- 
nefit of the poor. | 
See that donation, | 


No. 65. | 


A ſtream of water called the Town Leat, This ſtream of water, | 
ariſing in the lands called Buckhayes and] or leat, continues in | 
Whiddou, at the foot of an aſh pollard its original courſe, 
tree, at the upper end of Norwood com-| ſupported by volun- | 
mon, about five miles from the town of tary contribution of 

Tiverton. the inhabitants of the 
town of "Tiverton, at 
the direction of water 
bailiffs, elected an- 
nually at the court of 
| the hundred & ma- 
nor of Tiverton. 


— 


a lane, called from it Water Lane, in full ſtream, to the head of Barrington and Bampton ſtreets ; from thence down through 
Frog-ſtreet, to the middle of Fore-ſtreet, at Coggan's Well, ſhedding in its paſſage an allotted portion to each ftreet : at this | 
well, which is fituated about the centre and higheſt point of Fore- ſtreet, it is divided into three portions ; one runs through the 
ſaid ſtreet weſtward, ſupplies St. Andrew's ſtreet, and falls into the Lowman ; another Gold-ftreet, and falls into the ſawe river; 
the third ſupplies ſeveral courts and lanes, and from them runs alſo into the Lowman. That part of the leat which runs thro? 
St. Peter's ſtreet, is conveyed under Angel Hill, into the river Exe; thoſe thro? Barrington and Bampton ſtreets, into the river 
Lowman, For the meaſures taken in time paſt to preſerve this fine ſtream of water, the beauty and peculiar bleſſing of Tiver- 
ton, ſee Appendix, No. 3, which was an affidavit in the Court of Chancery; and Appendix, No. 8, where is deſcribed a re- 
markable proceſſion, intended to perpetuate the bleſſing, a plan perhaps frequently adopted in paſt ages, See alfo Part IV. 
No. 8, for the care taken to preſerve it pure in a very early period after the donation, 
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INo. DONORS. Detd How given. Fer what Purpoſe 


———ꝛ — 


1 


| 
2 Sir Huan DR CouRTENAY, [1 370 By deed of truſt, For the benefit of 1he poor inhabitants of 
Knight, Earl of Devon. | | Tiverton, 


| For the maintenance of ſeveral poor alms- 
men, in houſes which he built in Gold- 
j ſtreet, in the town of Tiverton ; and 
for repairing his chapel, on the ſoutù BY 
fide of St. Peter's church, under which] 
himſelf and wife were interred. | 
| Originally for the ſupport of five poor men 
| in the houſes, with 8d. weekly to each! 

| | But now, by the increaſe of the value of| 
| | | land, and conſequent improvements, nine 
poor men are maintained in the houſes, 
| with three ſhillings weekly to each. a 


4 © | 


3 ]Joun GREEN WAV, merchant, 1517 By will. 
f |} of Tiverton. | 


* 


| 

| 

| | 11 
1 9 


2 


2 The ſecond, of that name, Earl of Devon. See Part II. Hiſtory of the Lords of the Manor, anno z 345. Part III. Li Ph. 
of Donations, No. 35, 43, 46, 52. | 


3 It is probable the produce of this donor's eſtates might have been much more augmented, if they had been at all times 2 i 
properly and juſtly directed, particularly by letting or leaſing the eſtates at public auction. I have read in ſeveral antient manu « 
ſcripts, charges againſt the churchwardens at different times of impropriety and injuſtice, for privately leaſing the lands to thei! 


friends for much leſs than the real value: ſuch conduct is unjuſtifiable, and I hope will never again be praQtiſed ; to prever Þ 
Which is the intention of this note. 
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1 DDD 
What preſent Security. | Proſent Truſtees. Money. 3 Value. 
| * N 
. L. . d. I. 5. d. I. 5. d. 
The profits of the tolls and buildings « Originally 11 truſtees, 
the market of Tiverton. inhabitants of T iver- 
ton ; but now ſee four 
underwritten grants, 
from 4 different fami- | 
lies, to whom this do- 
nor'seſtates deſcended | | 
1 
The following lands and houſes, leaſed, to Ben. Dickenſon, Eſq. 84 © o 2500 © © 


| pay the annual rents annexed. 
An eſtate.at Dipford, in the ſouth LF. 


Philip Blundell, Eſq. 


of Devon - 10 

Fields near Broad Lane, leaſed to 
Thomas Howe — „„ 

kields near Broad Lane, leaſed to 
Willam Tucker — — 5 10 
= [Annuity from Holwill 555 
"XS {Annuity from Tiverton hoſpital 6 © 

x Houſes in Tiverton, now leaſed to 

Richard Nown - -. > 210 
Thomas Bidgood a 2 6 © 
John Owens - - = 3 10 
Henry Rendell - - $-'6 
Mary Hunt - - - 4 10 
Tſohn Drew — — — 10 0 
John Holmes — O 4 
Edward Boyce, for White Con- | 
2 | duit Houſe and field adjoining 1 © 


JE CCC 


| 


Mr. John Davey, 
Rich. Blundell, Eſq. 
Peter Blundell, Eſq. 
Henry Oſmond, Eſq. 
H. P. Oſmond, Eſq. 
Rev. J. Pitman, 


Rev. John Blundell, 
Henry Dunsford, 
Rev. Henry Land, 
William Lewis, 
Thomas Davey, 
Jahn Dickenſon, Eſq. 
Rev. William Walker, 


And the Churchwar- 


dens, who have the 
ſole direction of the 
produce. 


f 


* 


* 


2 _ 


fl 


The burning the alms-houſes alſo in the year-z731, was a great hindrance to a progreſſive increaſe of produce for the poor 
It is now in a fair way of improvement; the charity affording a good proviſion for poor infirm perſons in the decline of life, 
pleaſant little abodes, and gardens, and contributing towards the ſupport of other charities leſs productive; and, if carefully 
| attended to in future, this donation might become yet more beneficial to the poor inhabitants af theſe houſes, or be made Mot 
WF <xtcnſively uſeful, by building additional houſes for other pocr men of like deſcriptions, 


P 


110 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 
_ 5 „ 3 wh 
No. DONORS. Date] How given. For what Purpoſe. 
—— ** | NA. FRY AND 
| e | 
3 Uncertain. | | Towards the repair of Tiverton pariſh| 
| church. : 
| 
5 
E | 
| | 
| 
== 
| 
| 
| 
4 WALTER TYRRVIL, Mercer, of|x 5680 By deed. For the building and maintenance of Ex- 
| Tiverton. bridge ; and the ſurplus to poor people, 
| | beyond a ſtock of forty pounds. 
{ 
| | 
| | * 
ö 
s Walter TYRRVYIT, Mercer, of|1 568|By deed. For the payment of ſix poor men, two 
Tiverton, 1 ſhillings every three weeks to each. 


3 Tho? we cannot diſcover when or from whom the houſes above deſcribed were given, the produce hath been appropriated 
o the purpoſe above-mentioned, from time immemorial, by the churchwardens, to whom the rents are annually paid, It i- 


- 


ä 


not improbable to ſuppoſe Mr. John Greenway to have been the donor, to ſupport the building his piety had raiſed. 


" A 
3 1 
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What preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. * | Value. 


Houſes and lands leaſed to the following 
perſons, to pay the annual high rents 
annexed. 


James Pulling's houſes in Leat- 
ſtreet - - . 
Rev. William Walker's houſe 
and field in Littlefilver - 1 12 O 
David Beck's houſe in Frog- 
—_ „ 20-0 
Thomas Rodd's houſe in the 
| Church-yard - - 1 0 
Nathaniel Cook, for Mary land 


Wm. Beſley's houſe in Bamp- 
STC 


ſtreet 3 — - 0-89 


Weſt-Exe, and many houſes on the weſt 
fide and corner of Bampton- ſtreet, Ti- 
verton. | 


| 


Annuity from the manor of Daccombe, 
near Paington, in the fouth of Devon. 


cloſe - - -. 0-$-:0 


Wm. Shemill's houſe in Gold- | 


A long line of houſes on the eaſt ſide of 


| 


— — 


The ſame truſtees as 
for. John Greenway's 
lands and houſes. 


Abraham Smith, 

Francis Beſley, 

Fohn Abell, | 

Francis Enchmarch, 

Peter Carthew, 

And the churchwar- 
dens. 


The churchwardens of 


Tiverton. 


„ 


10 13 4 


| 
300 © o 


1800 © © 


310 © © 


4 This donation hath not been benefitted by its kaving been conſolidated v ith thoſe of the tolls of the market, confirmed 
by deed of enfeofment in t792, See Donations, No- 35, 43, 40, 5%» 
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DONORS. | Dar Flow given. For what Pnrpoſe. 


_ 1 


— 


Joux Wal pRok, Merchant, of 15790 By deed. For paying eight poor men, inhabitants of 
1 iverton; an alms-houſe, which he built on Will-, 
| brooke, in the town of Tiverton, to each 
one ſhilling weekly for ever. | 


RocGrr RicHARDs, Gent. of To be lent unto poor artificers for ever, 
Tiverton, 


* t * 4 2 , * ' J — 
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8 Tnouas DREYMAN, Gent. of 1582 By will. To be lent yearly to ten poor artificers. 
Tiverton. | | - 

| | F 

. f 4 

9 Hun ATWELL, Parſon, of Cal-|1584|By deed. To be lent unto the poor inhabitants off 
woodly. the town of Tiverton. 1 


1 


10 [HumpuRyY Coo Ax, Mercer, of|1591]By will. To be lent to paor -craftſmen, on ſecurity 
Tiverton. to pay it at two years end, and ſo on 
| for ever. = 
| 1 
| = 
| - | 
11 HUurHRY BONVILLE, Gent. [1593|By will, To be lent yearly for ever unto four honeſt ' | 
of Tiverton. | Houſholders or artificers, of the town and f 
9 pariſh of Tiverton. | 


| | | . | | : | 125 


. — 


9 


6 This donation not being capable of improvement, hath ſeldom in any one year afforded a ſufficiency for the ſupport di 
rected by the donor, having been often obliged to Greenways and Slee's for aſſiſtance. Set No..3 and No. 17, Part III. 
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T_T 


What preſent Security. 


Preſent Truſtees. 


Money. 


Net annual 


Produce. | Value. 


— 


6 


Annuity from the manor of Daccombe, 


near Paington, in the ſouth of Devon, 


Lent, as ſuppoſed, to private perſons, and 
probably loſt during the civil wars, 


3 Lent, as ſuppoſed, to private perſons, and 


probably loſt during the civil wars, 


F Lent, as ſuppoſed, to private perſons, and 


probably loſt during the civil wars. 


Lent, as ſuppoſed, to private perſons, and 
| probably loſt during the civil wars, 


Lent, as ſuppoſed, to private perſons, and 
probably loſt during the civil wars. 


| 


The churchwardens of 
Tiverton. 


The churchwardens 
originally. 


The churchwardens 
originally, 


The churchwardens 
originally, 


Certain truſtees ori- 
ginally. 


3 


12 0 


40 © 


17 0 


10 0 


20 0 


A. 4. ww d. | . J. d. 


j 
24 0 © |720 0 0 


— 


— — 
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No. DONORS. [Pate] How given. For what Purpoſe. 
wand — . — — — 
| 
12 EDWARD PRowsE, of Pilywell. |1598|By will. For the benefit of the poor of Tiverton, 
[4 | 
13 [PETER BTUN DELL, Clothier and 1599 By will. To build a free grammar-ſchool . s. d. 
Merchant, of Tiverton. for 150 boys = = 2400 00 


| | [Salary for the maſter per ann. 
beſides a houſe to live in, 
meadows and gardens - Fo o o 
[Salary for an uſher per ann. be- 
fides a houſe to live in and 
garden - - - 1368 
Salary for a clerk per ann, 4 0 © 


To purchaſe lands for the main- 
| tenance of three ſcholars in 
the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
| | three ſcholars in the Univerſity 
of Cambridge, to be choſen out Bp 
| | of his ſaid ſchool by the truſ- * 
{ tees, with the approbation of J 
| | | the maſter, and if foreigners, 3 
| with the conſent alſo of ten © | 
| - | | houſholders of Tiverton, pay- A 
1 | | 8 ing taxes to the government, 
| 1 ; | but always preferring natives 
| I of Tiverton pariſh, and all 
| under eighteen years of age, 2000 © © 


| | 


2 ti 


Rule Map, < WW». £ "*_ 
I hw — uu apes to Fas 


13 It was the benevolent intention of this donor to provide means for educating poor boys, natives or inhabitants of Tiverton, Þ 
in uſeful knowledge and learning, without coſt, by preſents or otherwiſe; the want of which Mr. Blundell himſelf had felt ſo 
much, that it was his chief motive to the building and endowing the ſchool at Tiverton : it is therefore matter of great concern, e 
to many inhabitants of Tiverton, to find that good deſign perverted of late years by the claims or expectations of the maſters, 'q e 
which occaſion the parents of ſuch boys as much expence, in form of preſents, as is nearly equal to that of any private ſchool; : 
and prevent ſome from ſending their children to this ſchool : it is therefore humbly recommended to the reſpectable teoffees of * 


We 
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— 


Net annual 
Produce. Value. 


| L. 5. dl. 4. K. d. 4. FS, d. | 
Diſtributed as ſuppoſed] 20 o © | 


| | ſoon after his death. 


IWhat preſent Security. Preſeut Truſtees. Money. 


For the perpetual ſupport of the ſchool, &c. 1748. 
maſter and uſher, the ſcholars at the Peter Blundell, Eſq. 
Univ erſities, and boys for huſbandry, 1757. 
The manor of Weſt Prawl, in Devonſhire,| Sir John Davie, Bart. 
containing per ann. 1765. 
Barton of Prawl and Little Wal- H. 5. d. Fran. R. Drewe, Eſq. 
land — — 40 6 8 Benj. Incledon, Eſq. 
4 Higher Houſe, alias Seacomb 13 6 8 1766. | | 
Good - ſhelter tenement & Great Richard Blundell, Eſq. | 
4 Walland tenement — x. 6 8 James Bernard, Eſq. 
Heathfields and Spinſtow's over- 1772. 
land — — - $5 © O Cha. Cbicheſter, Eſq. 
Hexe's tenement = - O13 41 Sir 7. Duntze, Bart. ; 
Kelland's cot, orchard, and little 1775. 


field - = 0 6 g Sir C. V. Bampfylde, 
Tozer's cottage, orchard, and Bart. | 
garden - © 3511 John Rolle, Efq. | 


| Houſe and garden in Kingſbridge 110 O| J. B. Cholwich, Eſq. | | 
One third of Coldridge farm and R. I. Forteſcue, Eſq. | | 


Chilleton meadow IE” O © 1780. 68 15 11 [2751 16 8 
All leaſed on lives at the above high rents. Jobn F. Lutterell, Eſq. 


A 


e 
4 = — 


Sir 7. Trevelyan, Bart. 
John Shapleigh, Eſq. 
John Buller, Eſq. 


— 
—— „ 


Wis bountiful endowment, to conſider, whether it would not be more conformable to Mr. Blundell's intention to give an addi- 


o = ional ſalary to the waſters, from their preſent ample and improving fund, ſuitable to the difference of times, than to permit their 
n, | eceiving any monies for the inſtruction of ſuch boys, whom his will directs ſhould be educated without colt. I humbly beg 
rs, 14 ' cave allo to recommend to the feoffees the conſideration of the propriety of electing boys, natives or inhabitants of Tiverton, to 
ll; I Phe ſcholarſhips in the Univerſities, in preference to others, agreeable to the directions of tlie ſame excellent will, and the evident 
of leſign of the reſpectable donor. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVER TON. 


DONORS. Date 


How given. 


For what Purpoſe. 


To bind four boys apprentices 
to huſbandry every Eaſter- 
Monday for ever, who muſt 
be under fifteen years of age, 
and approved by ten houſhol- 
ders of "Tiverton, paying taxes 
to government - 20 0 0 


Since the junction of Mr. John Ham's do- 
nation to this, their joint encreaſed value, 
and the regulation of both by order of 


fellowſhip and one ſcholarſhip more were 
provided for ; alſo two exhibitions every 
four years, with a proviſion of eleven 
pounds and ten ſhillings to each, or the 
whole twenty-three pounds to one per- 
ſon, at the option of the truſtees : 

So that now there are two fellows and two 
ſcholars at Baliol College, Oxford ; two 
fellows and two ſcholars at Sidney Col- 
lege, Cambridge ; beſides the Exhibitions 
as above every four years, provided for 
by this truſt, 


The uſher's ſalary is raiſed alſo LF. g. d. 


to the ſum per ann. of 20 0 0 


[And the clerk and treaſurer's to | 


the ſum per ann. of 14 6 0 


To be lent to twenty poor arti- 

ficers of Tiverton, for four 

years, at two per cent. per ann. 

and ſo anew every four years | 
for ever - = 40000 


the Court of Chancery, ſee No. 56, one 


A 


lent, is reduced. by loſſes to the preſent 


ſum ; 


Blundell's will. 


— — 


rable, by Mr. 


For which loſs, the truſtees appointed for 
this purpoſe are made anſwe 


| 


and commonalty of 
the city of Exeter. 


| — 
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* 1 yp | 
IW hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. . Value. | 
Wi | L. 4. d. 4. „ 1 4% K. | 
Moore tenement, at annual C. s. d.] Sir J. de la Pole, Bart. 
rent of — - 63 0 © Sir Tho. Carew, Bart. | 
Sigdon tenement, ditto - 17 10 o/ Thomas I inſſoe, Eſq. | 
Sheath's tenement, ditto E23 = 1785. 
Londs, alias Juſteart, ditto 10 5 0 Sir F. Chicheſter, Bart. | 
Blanchi, at Ford, ditto - 37 $0 6 Sir T. D. Acland, Bart. 88 © © 2640 0 © 
Lands and houſes in Tiverton. Sir Bouch. I rey, Bart. 
Boobear's tenement, on lives 5 O O John J. Forteſcue, Eſq. ( 
Boyſham, ditto 0 „ Rob. N. Incledon, Eſq. 
Late Vanſtone's houſes, on con- Sir S. Northcote, Bart. 
ventionary rent per ann. o 6 8| The. R. Drewe, Eſq. 
Annuity from Ford Land 12 © © 
Houſe & bowling-green, on lives 2 0 0 | 
Howell's Court, in Saint An- | | 
drew's ſtreet, ditto - 0 12 © 
Late How's houſes & field, ditto 4 © © 27 18 B8jioo05 o © 
Money in the South Sea An- | | 
nuities ſtock, value 2 34/0. $ 9 1777 13 of 71 8 297 1 0 ' 
2 TY | 
The ſum directed by his will to be thus The mayor, aldermen, 200 © o! 4 o ©o| 200 © © 


— — 
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No. DONORS. 


14\Joan PROWSE, widow, of 
Tiverton. 


15 Rog. Comrn, alias CHILCOTT, 
Mecrhant, of London. 


—_— 


Dat. How given. 


For what Purpoſe. 


— — 


16010By will. 


1609 By will. 


2 — 


111 


To marry twenty poor maidens J. 5. d 
of Tiverton, to each 20l. the 
ſum of - - 400 © © 


To amend the Tiverton high- | 
ways, the ſum of 4100 0 0 


To repair the body of Tiverton 
pariſh church - - 56 O 0 


Gave to be lent for ever unto ſix poor ar- 


tificers of the town and pariſh of Ti- 
verton. 


To build a free Engliſh ſchool for C. . 
100 boys, natives of Tiverton 400 © 


Salary to the maſter, who muſt be 
an unmarried man, without 
children, per ann. 20 © 
To repair the ſaid ſchool, per ann. 2 © 
To buy 15 gowns for 15 poor peo- 
ple of "Tiverton, per ann. 16 10 


To pay 15 poor artificers of Ti- 
verton, 20s. to each per ann. 15 0 
To repair the pariſh church of Ti- 

verton, per ann. — 10 0 
To repair the road between Tiver- 
| ton and Butterly Mill, per ann. 1 © 
Salary for a clerk to the truſtees, 
| per ann. - - - _— 


** 


— 
— * 


15 Similar complaints ſubſiſting againſt the maſter of this ſchool as thofe of Bluxdell's, ſee No, 13, J hope the truſtees will 
take the matter into their due conſideration, and provide an adequate remedy. 


| 
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by Wha "RET * T 5 [ak Net annual 1 544 
t preſent Security. reſent Truſtees. wy. CE: alut, 
232 ne” „ Gifs 6 4 
The monies given for theſe purpoſes were His executors in truſt, | 
probably expended as directed. | as before named. | 
400 © 
| 100 © 
\ 50 © | 
| | 
| 
Lent, as ſuppoſed, to private perſons, and The churchwardens 12 © | 
probably loſt during the civil wars. originally, | 
| | 
| 
| | 1 0 | 
Expended as directed in building the ſchool] 400 © ©, 
in St. Peter's ſtreet, with houſe and offices | 
for the maſter. = | | 
Annuity from lands in Yorkſhire, now be-| Thomas Winſloe, Eſq. | 78 0 ©0134 0 of 


il 


longing to Lady Conyers, originally 
ninety pounds per ann. 
But of late years reduced to the preſent an- 
nuity, by the truſtees allowing twelve 
pounds per ann. for land-tax ; but it 
doth not appear reaſonable, nor perhaps 
ſtrictly legal, that it ſhould be allowed, 
as the above clear annuity from thoſe 
eſtates was given by this donor at ſo early 
a period, and the whole neceſſary to be 
preſerved for the uſes given. 


Peter Blundell, Eſq. 


Ben. Incledon, Eſq. 


Mr. Thomas Pearſe, 
Mr. John Abell, 


ee. 


Richard Blundell, Eſq. 


Triſt. Whitter, Clerk, 
Francis Coleman, Eq. 


Mr. Villiam Sharland. 
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C 885 9 
04 DONORS. Date Hm given. For what Purpoſe. 
15 To be divided among the truſtees. C. . 
at every annual meeting to ſettle 
their accounts — - 3 © 
if ſuch a ſurplus remains, or 
| : whatſoever the ſurplus is. 
| | To pay 15 poor people of Tiver- 
| ton weekly 3d. in bread and 3d. 
in money to each, amounting 
| per ann. to — 19 10 
BE 
| | ah Rs 
16 |THomas HATSWELL, Yeoman, 16100 By deed. To be lent to eight poor huſbandmen, 
of TI wexton. yearly, without intereſt, 
17 |GEORGE SILEE, Merchant, of 16130 By deed. To build alms-houſes for ſix poor aged wo- 
Tiverton, | men in Tiverton ; to purchaſe an an- 
; nuity for the repairs thereof; and to pay 
each of the ſaid women 12d. weekly for 
ever. 5 
| 
18 Sir Jon N AcLAxp, Knight. 1614 By deed. To ſupply twelve poor people with one 
. penny loaf each, weekly, for ever. 
= 20 [To bind five boys and two girls appren- 
| tices, 


De 
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Wh | | 
IWhat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. * Value. 


probably loſt during the civil wars. 


** * 1 


The alms-houſes were built in St. Peter's 
ſtreet. 


Annuity from the ſheaf of Coldridge, now 
belonging to Lord Boringdon. 


Annuity from the great tythes of Kingſ- 
bridge and Chepſtow, in the county of 
Devon. 


Lent, as ſuppoſed, to private perſons, and] The churchwardens 


originally, 


The churchwardens. 


Joſeph Elliott, Eſq. 
James Craſſing, Eſq. 
Edward IValker, Eſq. 
Thomas Dadge, Eſq. 
All of the chamber of 
Exon, to be paid by 
the appointment of 
the mayor of T'iver- 
ton. 


. . 


16 0 0 


500 © © 


1 


„ 


19 15 0 


1 


G 


600 Oo o 


78 0 o 


j 


of London. 


{ Tiverton, ten pounds whereof to be 
forthwith diſtributed, and thirty pours 
to be lent to fix poor ariificers of the 
ſaid place. 


5 

* 

£ 
: 
N. 

1 

FR 
E 


122 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 
No. DONORS, Dat“ How given. For what Purpoſe. 
| 19 Joux EERRYMAN, Clothier, 'off1614| By will. To be lent to ten poor weavers and tuckers 
Biſhop's Tawton. of the town of Tiverton, annually, for 
| ever. 
1 | 
| 20 [WitLiam PARKER, Merchant, 1616 By deed. For the benefit of the Poor of Tiverton. 
21 Sir WILLIAM CRAVEN,[1617|By will. To be diſtributed among the poor inha- 
| Alderman, of London, | bitants of the town of Tiverton, after 
the great fire. 
| | | 
I 
| 22 [CHRISTOPHER CHORLE Y, 1617 By will. To be lent to five poor men of Clare and 
| Huſbandman, of Tiverton, Prior's quarters, in Tiverton, forty ſhil- 
| | | | lings-to each, for two years, without in- 
| g. Y 
tereſt, on ſecurity. by 
: 
| 23 MARY RoBINSON, widow, of 1617 By will. To the poor ſufferers by fire of the town: 
: London. | of Tiverton. | 
| | | 
; | | 
| 
24 GABRIEL BARBER, a Letterer, 1618 To the poor inhabitants of the town of 


— 


d 


1 


. 
a 4 "3 
ac 


_ Mx 7 A 


2 
1. N. 


55 
* 


1 
+ 


[Lens as ſuppoſed, to perſons as deſcribed 


— 
— 
. 

7 


1 Suppoſed diſtributed as directed by the will. 


« 
* 


f 
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| 


What preſent Security. 


—__ 


Preſent Truſtees. 


Money. 


| 


22 


Net annual 
Produce. 


636 


Lent, as ſuppoſed, to perſons as deſeribed 
by the will, and probably loſt during 
the civil wars. 


| ; | 
Suppoſed diſtributed at the time given, 


| | 


— 
5 


| 


3 
, 
* 
+» 
* 
2 
\# 


Suppoſed diſtributed as direAed by the 


[Suppoſed diſtributed at the time given. 


by the will, and probably loſt during the 
civil wars, | 


b 


| 


my 


| 


will, and the reſt probably loſt during 
the civil wars. 


1 


ö . 


— —_ 


Originally the mayor 


Tiverton. 


| 
Originally the church- 


bles of Tiverton. 


Originally the mayor 
and burgeſſes of Li- 


verton. 


and corporation of | 
| 


wardens and conſta- 


L. 


100 


20 


50 


10 


100 0 0 
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N 0. DONORS. Date Flow given. For what Purpoſe. 


| 
| a; — — 
25 {ELIZABETH BERRY, widow, off 1619 By will. To be lent at the end of every two ven 
Tiverton. unto ten weavers of Tiverton, to each 
: forty ſhillings. 
4 
1 | 
| 

about | 
26 Unknown. 1620 | Granted. To the poor inhabitants of Tiverton, to 
| or build them houſes, ſuppoſed after the 

per- 


great fire of 1612, and to provide thoſe 


| 12 poor with fuel who would afford the 
| | years | | labour of cutting it. 
| before | | 
| | 
27 WM. BRowNSCOMBE, 1620 By will. To be lent to ten poor tradeſmen of Ti- 
| Huſbandman, of Tiverton. | verton, four pounds to each, for two 


years, Without intereſt, upon ſecurity. 


| 78 


——— we K 


26 In June, 1785, ſev2n labourers of his pariſh were taken up on a warrant granted by J. Webber, Mayor of Tiverton, for 
ſtealing wood from Cuſtom Wood, or Bickley Wood. When they were brought before the Mayor, they told him they had a 
right by cuſtom to cut fire-wood from this coppice ; that their fathers before them had done it, therefore it could be no felony. 
One of the men aſked the Mayor, if he did not recollect, that he himſelf had employed him to cut wood from Cuſtom Wood 
ſeveral times for his own uſe ; which the Mayor could not deny. The Mayor then told them, they muſt pay 408. a=picce, ot 
go to priſon, They pleaded their poverty, and were put in priſon, where they continued two days, and were then releaſe on 
paying 10s. a- piece, and giving a note of hand to pay 3os. a- piece more, which they never did, nor was it ever demanded of 
them to this dav, | 

In February, 1787, four or five of the ſame labourers, with others, were ſerved with proceſs, iſſuing out of this court, at the 
ſuit of Sir Thomas Carew, Bart, for cutting wood from Cuſtom Wood; to which they entered an appearance, and Sir Thomas 
Carew proceeded no further zgainſt them: but the poor of {his parifth, who reſide near this wood, have, and fill do, cut firc- 
wood therefrom when they pleaſe. | 

Mr. John Rowe and Mr, Charles Leigh, attornies, employed for the poor men, communicated this ſhort account of the 
matter, 


Counſel's opinion on the cafe was, that the men who had been impriſoned two days and nights, were warranted in moving 
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* N i 7 ga x Net ane | 

Il hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. | Money. | Produc Value. |} 

*a | 8 . of a f s. 4. 
Lent, as ſuppoſed, to perſons as deſcribed|Originally the mayor} 20 © © | | | 

by the will, and probably loſt . the} and his brethren, or | 

civil wars. the churchwardens. 

| 

) F 

A large piece of woodland, now called The churchwardens as 40 © © 1200 o of 

Cuſtom Wood, or Bickley Wood, ſup- general truſtees when | 

poſed to meaſure 150 acres, ſituated about none others have 2 
three miles from Tiverton, in the road} been appointed. | | | 

to Cove, near the river Exe, about half | | | 

2 mile from Rock mills. - | | 

( 

, Lent, as ſuppoſed; to perſons as deſcribed Originally the church-] 40 o © | | 
by the will, and probably loſt * the} wardens. | 

civil wars. | | 

| 

1 1 ö | ; | . _ 


_— 


— 


the court of King's Bench againſt the Mayor, fer a rule, to ſhew cauſe why an information ſhould not be granted againſt him 


for falſe impriſonment of the ſaid men: and affidavits were made for that court by the ſaid men, and Roger Tucker, aged $2, 
Robert Garland, 77, and John Payne, 74, of the cuſtom of the poor of the pariſh of Tiverton cutting fire-woo! in Bickley 
common Wood for their own uſe, without coſt, let, or hindrance, as long time as either of them could remember, and that 
hey had heard it to have been the cuſtom from time immemorial : poverty only appears to have been the cauſe of their not 
E proſecuting the matter. | 
Mr, Thomas Anſtey, of Bolham, who is near ninety years of age, ſays, that the poor of Tiverton have cut fire-wood from 
bis place ever ſince he could remember; and that there is a traditionary report, that the wood was given to the poor. 


. Mary Williams, aged 81, ſays, ſhe can remember ſeventy years paſt that they had fo cut ſire- wood. 
ire- Affidavits were made by ſeveral other very aged men, to the ſame effect. 

I have been informed, that many poor huſbandmen's families would, have been driven to creat diſtreſs for fuel during the laſt 
the ſeyere winter but for this common wood, which ſupplicd them all, ind; is a valuable bleſſing. 

To prevent farmers and others who are not poor from cutting the wood for their own uſes, or ſale, and to preſerve the bene fit 
ving ta thoſe of the pariſh really poor, perhaps it would be right for the churchwardens to ſuperintend the concern. 


T 


— 


— 


— — 
Py 


LY 


+ ao ——<—S 
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EN OI 8 PX — — ii 


| — 
No. DONORS. Dat“ How given. For what Purpoſe, 


TI 1 — 2 
| 28 WII. DE Exox, Gentleman. 1620 By gift. Towards the recovery of the profits of the] | 
[ | market of Tiverton for the poor. | 4 
| | 1 f 
BY 4 
{ 29 [CHRISTIAN KERSLAKE. 1620 By gift. To be lent to the poor people of Tiverton. 3 
| 4 
N | | [ 
| 39 [RonerT Reap, Clothier, of 16210 By will. fro buy twelve loaves of bread for twelve: [i 
| Tiverton. . { poor people of Tiverton, weekly, ſo BR 
| ever. a 
| | | 4 I 
| þ = 


To be lent to twenty weavers and fuller' 
| of Tiverton, five pounds to each, for! BR: 

two years, without intereſt, | Z 
0 Y F . 2 4 


4 a 
i 


N | 
31 JOHN BERN, Clothier, of [1623] By will. To be lent on fecurity to poor weavers and 
Tiverton. | tuckers. 


| | 
| | ro purchaſe lands; the profits thereof to 
| | | ſupport a lecture in divinity, or to be 
employed to charitable uſes at the dil- 
| cretion of the truſtees. 


_ [Towards the bridewell ſtock. 
| : 2 N - | x | 


. — — 


28 This generous contribution is one, probably, among many other ſubſcriptions, to recover the profits of the market tolls 
from thoſe families that ungenerouſly detained them from the poor, and ſhew the attention paid tothe preſervation of the public 
donations in thoſe days, 


30 James Corniſh, Mayor, 1625, borrowed this 1001, of the truſtees, George Hartnoll, Richard Deyman, Bernard Goddard 
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Net [ 
IWhat preſent Security. Profent Truſtees. | Money. | pp, | Value 
* ; | r 
Suppoſed employed for the purpoſe given. 20 0 8 
| | 
| 8 [Suppoſed lent as directed, and probably loſt 10 0 o 


during the civil wars. 


| 
| | 
| 
j 


[Annuity paid from the Town-houſe and John Kiddell, 100 0 0 7 16 234 © v1 
Oat-market for ever, according to agree-| Abraham Smith, | | 
ment with the mayor and corporation of| Thomas Enchmarch, 
| the time, who had the money. | Francis Enchmarch, | | 
| John Follett, | | 
[The money ſuppoſed lent as directed, and Truſtees for Mr. John 100 o © | | 


— 


[ probably loſt during the civil wars, Lane's donation. See 
| | | No. 59. | 
| 

d Suppoſed lent as. directed, and loſt, Originally the mayor 40 o © | 
| | and burgeſſes of Ti- | 

| | verton, for all the : 1 | 

0 Suppoſed expended in purchaſing lands] different ſums; and 60 © o| 2 10 © E | 
e conſolidated with the eſtate given by the] they remain truſtees ] 
- ſucceeding donor, namely, the tenement| for what is preſerved. | | 
at Chevythorrie. i 

Poppoſed appropriated for uſes given. 2 6 


* — — 


9 * * 


| / 
and Richard Corniſh, to redeem the Town-houſe from Mr. John Weſt.; ard ſettled by a deed, with the conſent of the corpo- 
ration, the payment of the above annuity for ever inſtead, which deed was ſealed with the town. ſeal, 
By the ſucceſſors of the above truſtees, the ſaid annuity was transferred to the truſtees of Mr. Lane's charity, for the time 
being; in whoſe direction the diſſribution of the bread to the poor continues to this day, Sce No, 59. 


| 
| 
| 


— 
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DONORS. 


Date 


How given. 


For what Purpoſe. 


32 fond BERRx, of Kentiſbeer. 


; 


33 Lao CRAVEN, widow, of 
| London. 


34 iRicyuarRyD CarRON, Clothier, 
of "Tiverton. 


1623 


1628 


| 


By Will. 


By will. 


| 


] 


s 
4 


| 


For the benefit of four poor men of the! 
pariſh of Tiverton ; the profits annually] 
to be divided equally between them); 
two of thoſe to be huſbandmen, one a 
fuller, and one a weaver. 


For the uſe of the poor of the pariſh of 
Tiverton. 


Ten pounds to be lent to the poor, at the 
diſcretion of the overſcers. - 


Four pounds towards repairing the banks 
of the town leat. 


Alſo, Mr. John Fox's Acts and Monu- 
ments, commonly called the Book of 
Martyrs, to remain in St. Peter's Church. 


— 1 — ; — 


32 I have been informed, the truſtees have ſometimes divided the produce of this donation to eight perſons, or more ; by 
which the deſign of the donor hath been perverted, who certainly hoped to do eſſential ſervice to each of the four perſons of 


the above deſcriptions at one time, and to others at a future time of like deſcriptions, by ſuch conſiderable gift as 508. to each, 17 ; 


which might be highly uſcful to one poor man, but when divided into ſmall pittances, not likely to do much good to either 4 


of them. 


Tho' the truſtees might have been influenced by good motives, they certainly cannot be juſtiSed in departing from the deſig" : 1 
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—— 


— ———— 


= | Net l 

I hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. ez Value. 

"oj 5 4. 5. | d. 1. 5. d. 4. „ 
| A landed tenement at Chevythorne, The mayor and corpo- 10 0 0 300 © © 


| ration of Tiverton. 


S Suppoſed diſtributed as ordered by the Originally the mayor| 50 0 © 
donor. and recorder of Ti- 
verton. | 


| 


Suppoſe expended by the overſeers for the. The overſeers origi- 10 0 0 ; 
uſe of the poor. nally. | 


= 4 
"". Suppoſed expended for the purpoſe given. 4 0 


Worn out or loſt, 


—_— 


Cm 
ä — 1 


2 — —— — — 
* 


and tenor of the donor's will. The hints given in chis note are humbly offered to their unprejudiced conſideration, and to all 
ether truſtees in ſimilar predicament. 


34 Tradition tells us, that Mr, Fox's Book of Martyrs was frequentiy read from the deſk, on the right ſide of the chance} 
door of the:pariſh church, by the direction of this donor, to the people aſſembled before it, which proved an excellent antidote 
to Popery. 

U 


— — — — 
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is nothing to the purpoſe, unleſs they had alſo ſubſcribed for purchaſing an cqually valuable eſtate to that intended to be de- 
{iroyed ; they had otherwiſe no right even to diſcuſs the matter of giving away or deſtroying what was not their own, nor it 


No. DONORS.. Date How given. For what Purpoſe. 
WES. Ws T Is TIDY 
| 
35iJoun WEST, Eſquire, of 1628 By deed, .For the benefit of the poor of the town 
| Thorverton. and pariſh of Tiverton, viz. 
Four pounds per ann. to buy gowns for 
; poor people, inhabitants of, and bom 
in, Tiverton ; 
Four pounds per ann. to four poor huſ- 
bandmen dwelling in "Tiverton ; 
Five ſhillings weekly in bread, to 15 poor 
| people living there. 
| The ſurplus of the produce to be lent to 
| | poor weavers and tuckers of Tiverton, 
ten pounds at a time to each. 
| 
| | | 
| i 
| ' | 
| - 
| — 
| 
1 | 
| | 
| [ 
| 
| 
35 Notwithſtanding the addition to the produce above deſcribed by a new leaſe to another tenant, it doth by no means pro- 
vide for the injury done to the ſeveral donations of the tolls by demoliſhing the market-croſs and ſhambles ; the loſs on thit 
account continues the ſame, as the new tenant muſt have paid that ſum in moncy to the truſtees for the benefit of the poor, ard 
other purpoſes of the truſt, which he is now obliged to expend in the repairs, &c, above-mentioned : it therefore behoves eve" 
perſon benefitted by the alteration, the public or individuals, to provide an adequate eſtate for that taken away. That the al» *% 
teration was conſented to by many inhabitants of the town at a public meeting, and that it was done by the ſubſcription of ſuc'!, Full 
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| | 75 | 
q | 5 I bat preſent Security. Preſent Truftces. | Money. . hog Value. | 
I F & 1 £64 | 
ye one-fourth part of the tolls, buildings, | Hrabam Smith, 6 18 9208 2 6 
1 | and waſtes of the market of Tiverton, Francis Beſley, : 
jößor the term of 3000 years. John Abell, | | 
| in the ſpring and ſummer of 1783, the] Peter Cartheti, | | 
i market-croſs and ſhambles, built for the] Francis Enchmarch, | 
convenience of the market attendants AND | 
and the benefit of this truſt, which food | IT he churchwardens ; | | 
* in the middle of the weſt end of Fore-| Truſtees alſo for Mr. | 
ſtreet, were taken down, and the mate- | Walter I yrryl's do- | 
0 rials ſold: no other permanent buildings] nation to Exbridge, 
„ having been provided inſtead, but move-| With which truſt this | | 
= able ſtandings only, the conſequent ex-] Was conſolidated by | | 
W traor4inary expence is calculated at about | deed of enfeofment, | | 
doi. per ann which leſſened this donation | dated anno 1702. $52 | 
| £ about 12}. 10s, annually, and reduced the | | | 
produce to the ſmall ſum annexed. | | 
Jon the expiration of the old tenant's leaſe, | | | 
at Chriſtmas, 1788, a new leaſe of the | | | 
tolls was granted to another tenant (the ; | | 
£ 1 beſt bidder at an auction for that pur- | 
8 poſe), at the advanced rent of Sl. and | 
bor the ſaid tenant to repair the movea- | 
f ble ſhambles, to convey them to and | | | 
— I from the market- place, and to provide a | 
2 : proper place to preſerve them; by which | | 
= agreement was added to the nett produce | | 
\ of all the parts of the tolls of the market 
| about 581 per ann. adding to the produce | 
| ; above of this donation 14]. 10s. annually. | 14 10 o 4335 0 89 1 
pro- 4 5 | hich they had an intereſt. — Theſe conſiderations I hope will one day prevail, ſo as to provide a ſuſſicient recompenco for this | 
. 9 A crifice made to public ornament or private benefit; and that like conſiderations will prevail in future do prevent any attempts ; 
ard leſſen the intereſts and defeat the ends of any of the public donations, eſpecially thoſ belonging to the poor, 
Me - Since writing the above note J have been informed, that a plan is in contemplation to erect permanent buildings for the 


ep” 1 dar ket in a more convenient part of the town, without expence to this truſt, The due execution of ſuch plan will be the beſt 
ach, 4 beans of recovering to theſe ſeveral choritics what had been loſt by the demolition of the croſs and ſhambles, and perhaps be 
e de- ee pleaſing to the inhabitants of Tiverton, tbe butchers, and all other attendants on the market, 


10r iu 


. - — 
—— 
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1 5 5 e et Hig 1 
Jo. | DONORS. Date“ Hu given. For what Purpoſe. 
"IV SM ee eee 1 - as 
36 [GronGe LuTTERELL, Gent. 1629 For the uſe of the poor of Tiverton. 
of Dunſter. | 
37 |Ricn. HIIL, alias SpuRwWAV, 16300By will, &c. Chiefly inſtrumental in procuring the firſt 
firſt Mayor of Tiverton. ; charter for the corporation of Tiverton, 
| in the year 1615. 
; And gave, towards the ſupport of the cor- 
| poration. 
| 
| Aiſo the houſe of correction, or bridewel|, 
| in St. Andrew's, ſtreet. 
| ; 
| | | Likewiſe fourpence in bread, weekly, for 
| | ever, to each of fourteen poor, honeſt, 
| and impotent perſons. 
| | And 10l. to be diſtributed at his death, 
a | [ | | 
| 38 Joax S EEE, widow, of Tiverton.[1630 For the benefit of the poor of Tiverton. 


30 


EDPWARD AME, Merchant, of 
Tiverton. 


1630 


15 be diſtributed among 209 poor people. 


To be given to ten decayed weavers and 
tuckers. 


— 


37 The bridewell, where a mill was erected for grinding corn, and all the ine keepers directed to grind their malt there, 
which produced a conſiderable addition to the mayor's income, This mill being now deſtroyed, a miller of the town pays the 


PART III. LIST oF PUBLIC DONATIONS. 133 


3 
— 2 : Net I | 
IV hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. WED Value, 
9 q = nj — TU * 
Ss i oi 64 © - &- & 
= |Suppoſed diſtributed, 20 0 © 
] 
| 
By charter, the tolls of two fairs annually, Mayor and corporation 10 10 0 300 © 0 
for the benefit of the corporation. | | 
| | | 
| 
Suppoſed conſolidated with other monies 100 © © 
given for like purpoſe, and expended in | 
the purchaſe of land for the benefit of 
the corporation, See No. 42, & No. 74. 
7.10 eo: we,» e -:- 70 0 o[1500 © © 
) ' 
| | | 
Annuity from lands, viz. Lowman Meadow, 12 2 8 364 0 o 
„ Alfabrook Meadow, Quickham, & a field | 
on the Elmore fide of the tree at Butt. | | 
: | - 
Suppoſed diſtributed as directed. | 10 © 0 
| 
; 2 
Puppoſed diſtributed. 20 © © | | 
| 
| 
| | | | 
reed aitrivures ; | 20 0 of | 
E. L 
And given as directed 50 0 © 


— 


— * 3 — —— „ — ————_— 


| = 4 | 


CI I" 


l Hayor, for the privilege of grinding the public malt, the nett produce above, upon an average, annually, This donor appears 
bave been the chief benefaRor to the corporation. 


X 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
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1 e 14 
| No. DONORS. Date“ How given. For what Purpoſe. f 
14 ö | 
fi Wo Had: 2 T7 ; 
40 |BRIDG. CHAMBERLAIN, widow, 1634 By will. To be lent to ſix poor artificers of Tiver- a 
of Tiverton, | | ton every two years for ever, to each : 
forty ſhillings. , 
| | | 
1 
41 \James Cornisn, junior, of 635 By will. To be lent unto 8 poor weavers and tucker, k 
Tiverton, - to each 5]. for two years without intereſt, ; 
| and ſo to be continued for ever. | ; 
| 
| | - ES . 6. « 3 | 
> 42 (George Ween, of Tiverton.j1636|By will. To be diſtributed in bread and money to 
0 1 | | the poor of Tiverton. | 196: 
He alſo gave to the mayor and burgeſſes, f 
| for the benefit and uſe for ever of the 1 
| corporation of "Tiverton, to be added too 1 
f 1 3 monies given by R. Hill, alias Spur way,, f 
do purchaſe lands for the ſame purpoſe, : 
43 WILLIAM SrURwax, Gent. of 1650 By deed. Gave, in conſequence of an application to| Þ 
| Oaktord. the Court of Chancery, the profits for | FRY 
| the benefit of the poor inhabitants of 
E | | Tiverton, in conſideration of 40l. paid j 
| | him by the truſtees for the tolls of the 
market. 
ö - 
| | 
| | 
' | | | 
| 


j WET: 
: | — — - . — — . — ; — — — | p 
d 
„ 


43 Mr. Spurway ſcarcely deſerves the name of donor; fearing perhaps the conſequence of the application to the Cour! of | 
Chancery tor the benctit of the poor, he ſold his ſhare of the tolls of the market to the appellants for the ſum above mentioned“ | 


——ů — 
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monies.. See No. 37. 


The one- eighth part of the tolls, buildings 
and waſtes of the market of Tiverton, 
for the term of 3000 years. 


Abraham Smith, 
Francis Beſley, 
John Abell, 


he produce of this donation was leſſened 


market-croſs. and ſhambles in the year 
1783. See J. Weſt's donation, No. 35. 
By a new leaſe to another tenant, Chriſt- 
| mas, 1788, there was added to the above 
nett produce the ſum annexed. 


Peter Carthew, 


about bl. 5s. per ann. and reduced to Francis Enchmarch, 


the ſum annexed, by taking down the 


J he churchwardens ; 


AND 


Truſtees alſo for Mr. 
W. Tyrryl's donation 
to Exbridge, conſoli- 
dated with this by en- 


— 


feofment in 1702. 


——— — — 


— — — — O_o —— — ᷑ — —— — — 
- 
4 
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2 Net annual 7, 
Il hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. ren Value. 
mA I 
Lent, as ſuppoſed, to perſons as deſcribed] The mayor and corpo-| 12 © © | 
by the will, and probably loſt during] ration originally. | 
the civil wars. 4 | | 
| 
| 
; | 
Lent, as ſuppoſed, to perſons as deſctibed] The mayor and bur-| 40 o © 
by the will, and probably loſt during the geſſes originally. | 
civil wars. | 
Suppoſed diſtributed as directed. The mayor and cor-| 20 © 0 
poration originally, 
Suppoſed conſolidated with Richard Hill's 50 0 © 


„ TY 
CT ws. 


uy 


tet t 3 


—— cw — — a 


217 10 0 


— 


2 


* 


rather than await the decree expected, and v hichi paſſed on that occaſion in the year 1633. See that date in Lik of Occur- 
rences, Part IV. 


4 


— — — 
— 
— 
— ——— — * 
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of Waſhfield. 


Sir Jonx TRELAWNY, Bart. 


1654 


4 


By deed. 


No. DONORS Date Hao given. For what Purpoſe. 
' | | | 
44 Nicu. TrEmLETT, Clothier, 1652 Jo belent to four poor tradeſmen, to each 
of Tiverton. five pounds, on ſecurity, for ever, 
45 EDWARD BTAG Dor, Yeoman, 1653 By deed. For the benefit of two godly poor perſons 


of the pariſh of "Tiverton for ever. 


Gave, in conſequence of a decree of the 
Court of Chancery, dated 28th of June, 
1653, the profits to be applied to godly, 


f 


"Ho 
—— 
15 
9 
1 
i J 
1 
2" 
4 
Wh 
- 


and charitable uſes only, in conſideration 


of 651. paid him by the truſtees for th. 
tolls of the market. | 


ö 
4 
| o 


For the benefit of the poor of the town 


47 PETER ATE TNS, Gent. of 1657 By will and deed. * 
Tiverton. | and pariſh of Tiverton. | 
| | 


46 Sir John Trelawny ſcarcely deſerves the character of donor, 
alſo dopation, No. 43. 


for reaſons given in Liſt of Occurrences, anno 1653. Set 
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ua _ | Net annual Val 
hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. | Money. Poke alue. 
F FTE. TT AD Lb &1 £ + 4 
Suppoſed lent as directed, and loſt, 20 0 © 
The moiety of a houſe, orchard, and gar- Fohn Xiddell, 210. O, 75 6:0 
den, in Barrington-ſtreet, Tiverton ; the Peter Carthew, | 
other moiety of the ſame premiſes be- Robert Melhuifh, J | 
longing to the ſame deſcription of poor| John Anſtey, — | 
of the pariſh of Waſhfield. George Dunsford, ( F | 
| Jacob Melbuiſb, R 
re moiety of the tolls, buildings, and] Abraham Smith, - 13 % 66 5 0 
© waſtes of the market of Tiverton, for} Francis Beſley, | 
the term of 3000 years. John Abell, 
The produce of this donation was leſſened | Peter Carthew, 
about 251. per ann. and reduced to the} Francis Enchmarch, 
ſum annexed, by taking down the mar- AND | 
ket-croſs and ſhambles in the year 1783. | The churchwardens | 
See John Weſt's donation, No. 35. Truſtees alſo for Mr. 
By a new leaſe to another tenant, Chriſt-| Walter Tyrryl's do- | 
Wi mas, 1788, there was added to the above] Nation to Exbridge, | | 
nett produce the ſum annexed. | with which truſt this 29 © 0 3870 0 © 
? was conſolidated by 
| deed of enfeofment, 
JF dated anno 1702, q 
Annuity from the landed eſtates of 'Bur- |The churchwardens & 10 0 ©, 390 © © 


verton. 


ridge and Padcott, in the pariſh of Li- 


| 


overſeers of "Tiverton, 


| 


nnr 


* 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS 


as a 


or TIVERTON, 


—_ n — — Ci 


DONORS. 


49 


50 


51 


GREGORY SHARLAND, 


Yeoman, of Tiverton. 


| 
DAN TEL Cupmore, Gent. of 


Loxbear. 


Grorct HARTNOLL, Gent. of 
N Tiverton. 


Tnomas LFx1G», ſenior, Gent. 
of Tiverton. 


Date 


1658 


1658 


1663 


— 


How given. 


2. 


For what Purpoſe. 


" 0 Fr WIS — 


By deed, 


By will. 


By will. 


By will. 


mn... 


To eighteen poor, honeſt, and godly per- 
ſons of the pariſh of Tiverton ; four of 
whom to be of the town, and fourteen 
to be of Clare and Prior's quarters ; ten 
ſhillings to each, yearly, for ever. 


He gave alſo twenty ſhillings per ann. to 
four people of the ſame character of the 
pariſh of Calverleigh, 


For the benefit of ſixteen poor aged people 
of Tiverton, to be equally diſtributed 
among them every Good Friday. 


4 


1 


me 


„ 4 4 ju o 7 y — — 
: 4 4 8 8 * 72. 7 of # bd 2% 
r ² —! ̃ ůUut ;̃ N —˙ r ic... 


Ma . 


For the benefit of five poor huſbandmen, 
ten ſhillings to each, annually, for ever. 


1 


poor weavers of Tiverton every three 
years, to each ten pounds. 


death, . 


48 This donation appears to have been very honeſtly directed by the ſeveral ſucceſſions of truſtees. 
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Alſo, to be diſtributed at the time of his W 


— 


x. 


4 hr" 


* 
3 1 Fw 
ro er muy meet OP PF —_z "4 


. 0 
U 


— 


. 
Narr 


a; 


EO s * * a 
2 Feng 5 4 if 2 be 


1e 


ple 
ted 


PaxT III. 


LIST or PUBLIC DONATIONS. 139 
8 2 77 Net axanal | 7 1 
What preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. Pre Value. 
8h „ AL 6 ALS « d. 
Annuity from a landed eſtate called Bing- Henry Br/ley, 9 o O 270 © © 
wall, in the pariſh of Tiverton, John Beſley, | 
George Beſley, 
Robert Wright, 
- | Humphry Wright, 
William Anſtey, 
William Anſtey, jun. 
John Anſtey. 
a Annuity from a landed eſtate called Cud- The mayor and corpo- 2 10 0 75 0 0 
mwore's Fields, in the pariſh of Tiverton, ration of Tiverton, 
near Windwhiſtle, and the rector of 
Tidcombe. | ; 
| 
: Annuity from a landed eſtate called Cud-|The mayor and corpo- 1 10 0:j-79: &S.:0 
more's Fields, in the parith of Tiverton, | ration of Tiverton, 
near Windwhiſtle. | 
: Puppoſed lent as directed, and loſt, The mayor and corpo- 8 0 
= ration originally, | 
i Puppoſed diſtributed as directed. By the churchwardens., 5 0 © 
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—_—__wr hn. 


53 


54 


35 


DONORS. Date] How given. For what Purpoſe. 


———_— 


52 Tous Le:cn, junior, Gent.|1663|By will. For the benefit of poor perſons, natives of 


of Tiverton. 


Henry NEW TE, Gentleman, 1670 By will. To be diſtributed among the poor of Ti- 


of Tiverton. 


GEORGE BAKER, of Greenwich. 1670 By will. To the poor of the pariſh of Tiverton. 


Tromas MAUN DER, of |1673|By will. For the benefit of ſix poor perſons of Clare, ) 
Calwoodleigh. He” and four poor perſons of Prior's quarters, i 


* 
s 
r S 


Tiverton, and reſidents there. L 
To be diſtributed every year on the 26th 
day of December, 


a ; 
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| 
verton. | 
' 


To be beſtowed in lands for the uſe of the | _ 
| mayor and corporation for ever. 
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in Tiverton, to each 28. 6d. yearly, for 
ever. ; 


* 
. 
' 4 
© vw 5 


0 
— 1 I . pm * — 


\ hat az 2 ho — <3 - 44. * * ood 7 


* 


7 


8 * = 
N - 


PART III. LIST or PUBLIC DONATIONS. 14% | | 


ö ä ä ——ů —— — 
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| Ne [ 
Il hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. | _ el Value. | 
_ 55 4. 1 | 


9. 
9 44|104 3 


Produce. 


| „ „. 
The one- eighth part of the tolls, buildings, The mayor and bur- 3 
and waſtes of the market of Tiverton, geſſes of Tiverton. 
for the term of 3000 years. 
The produce of this donation was leſſened This donation was con- | 
| about bl. 5s. per ann. and reduced to] ſolidated with Mr.“ 
the ſum annexed, by taking down thef Walter I'yrryl's to 
market-croſs and ſhambles in the year| Exbridge, by deed 
1783. See J. Weſt's donation, No. 35. of enfeofment, dated 
By a new leaſe to another tenant, Chriſt- anno 1702, | 
mas, 1788, there was added to the above 5 
nett produce the ſum annexed. | | 


„— 


— 


al 


7: $- E276. © 


LI 


LA (Suppoſed diſtributed as directed. By his exccutrix. 30 © © | | 
| i 8 5 | f } 
| 2 | 
F Suppoſed conſolidated with other monies The mayor and corpo- 50 © of . | 


given for the like purpole. See dona- |. ration. | | 
tions, No. 37 and 42. 


EY Suppoſed diltributed as directed. | „ | 


Annuity from a field at Quickhill, now | Robert Wright, | L220 | 37 10 © 
belonging to William Wood, ſerge- Humphry IVright, 
—_ ker. IVilliam Anſtey, 
4 | William Anſtey, jun. 
John Anſtey. 


* — — — 


— „ „ 
— — —U—b — — DH — „ »„—— 
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No. DONORS. Dates] How given. For what Purpoſe. 
56 ROBERT CnaTTEy, Mercer, of |167 3]By will. To pay ten ſhillings yearly, for ever, to 
Tiverton. each of twenty poor men, of the town 
and pariſh of "Tiverton, that have been | 

laborious. 
f | | 

57 Jonx Lovert, Yeoman, of 1673 By deed. To be given equally to five poor people of 
Bickleigh. Prior's quarter, Tiverton, annually, for 

| ever, four ſhillings to each. 
58 Joux Ham, Gentleman, of 1678 Towards erecting a workhouſe, in Tiver- 
Uplowman. ton; and for the maintenance of one | 


fellow in the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
one in Cambridge, both to be choſen 
from Blundell's ſchool by the feoffees 


for that truſt, 
| 
| 
| 59 Joux Lanes, Merchant, of [1680|By will. {For the benefit of ſix poor perfons of Ti 
| Tiverton, - | verton, and two of Cullumpton ; to pay 


each perſon three ſhillings every four 
| weeks in money, and the ſurplus in 

clothes, to be equally divided to them at 
| | the end of every year, after buying books 
to the annual amount of 20s, for poo! 
| ſcholars at Chilcot's Engliſh ſchool, al. 
| lowing 20s. annually for a dinner for the 
1 truſtees,. and 20s. annually for repairing 
| Long Cauſey, but which is now demo- 
5 | | | | liſhed by making the turnpike road. : 


— ng 


* * * — — — 


$6 I have been informed, that the truſtees for this donation have lately allowed 208. per ann. out of the above ann! 


for land-tax, which muſt neceſſarily leſſen the number of poor directed to be relieved by this donor, or the annuity to each of 


the above number. It doth not appear reaſonable that ſuch allowance ſhould be made, nor perhaps ſtrictly legal; to judge «F 


which, I beg leave to refer to an exceptionary clauſe in the land-tax acts. 
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IV hat preſent Security. 


Preſent Tr uſtees. 


Money. 


Net annual 
Produce. 


Value. 


— 


| | a i ; 
Jon the expiration.of-the tenant's leaſe, this 


Annuity from Pridice's tenement, in Ti- 
vertan. 


Annuity out of two cottages, called Col- 
liſhays and Hawke's Meadow, near Bick- 
leigh, in the pariſh of "Tiverton. 


The money not having been paid to the 
feoffees before the year 1726, it of courſe 
accumulated from 3ool. to a conſiderable 
amount, and was aſcertained. in the year 
1740to be the ſum annexed, when it was 
directed to be conſolidated with Blundell's 
ſtock by order of the Court of Chancery. 


Annuity paid out of an eſtate called Slade, 
in the pariſh of Sheldon. 
Broad Mead, or Barrel's Meadow, in the 
| pariſh of Buckland, heretofore let for 
12]. per annum. 


eſtate was let by auction for 16 guineas 
per annum, commencing at Chriſtmas, 
1788, the tenant to pay all rates, taxes, 
and repairs, by which was added to the 
produce of this donation the annual ſum 


Thomas Winſloe, Eſq. 
Richard Blundell, Eſq. 
George Owens, 

John Davey, 

Thomas Davey. 


William Anſley, | 
William Anſtey, jun. 
John Anſtey, 

John Jerman. 


Blundell's feoffees. See 
that donation, No. 
13; in the money of 
which this ſum is in- 
cluded, to make the 
amount there de- 


ſcribed, 


John Kiddell, 

John Follett, 
Abraham Smith, 
Francis Enchmarch, 
Thomas Enchmarch, 


Richard Enchmarch. 


| annexed. 


* 


844 18 9 


. 1. 


. 


La . . 


300 © © 


30 0 0 


— 


— 
— 


89 In conſequence of the above advance of rent, and the like careful attention paid in future to the improvement of this do- 
nation, which hath been ſhewn by the truſtecs in the paſt direction of it, they will be enabled to extend the benefit of this 


chatity, from time to time, to more perſons, or increaſe the benefit to the ſame number, at their diſcretion, 
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61 


62 


63 


DONORS. 


*** 


Date 


—— 


How given. 


_ . 


nnn. 


For what Purpoſe. 


— — 


Wut Woop, Merchant, 
of Tiverton. 


EL1zABETH FUR5DON, widow. 


JohN Vicary, Innkeeper, of 
Minehead. 


|Grzoxce CHixc, Mercer, of 
} Tiverton, 


| 


63 For what reafons the annuity above mentioned hath not regularly been paid by the poſſeſſor of the houſes and land abo | 
deſeribed, is a matter of neceſſary enquiry by the perſons properly concerned. If no truſtees, appointed by deed of enfeofine"' Þ 


1684 


7 


' 


| 


8 — — — —_—— 


By will. 


By will. 


By will. 


By will. 


. "ES 


To: be diſtributed immediately after his 
death among the poor inhabitants of 
Tiverton. 


| 


The intereſt annually, for ever, for the be- 
nefit of poor perſons, to be diſtributed at 
the diſcretion of her truſtees. 


Alſo, the intereſt annually, for ever, towards 
the ſupport of the miniſter of the Baptiſt 


The annual intereſt to be diſtributed among 
the poor of the pariſh of Tiverton, 


For the benefit of eight poor, honeſt, and 
godly perſons of the town-of Tiverton, 
four men and four women, not receiv- | 


ing pariſh pay, viz. II. 4s. annually to 
each on the ſecond day of February, 


| meeting, every third day of January. 


— _— 


— — ——— 


— — Oe ̃¶ — — 


congregation, in Tiverton. = 


| 


and 8s. to the truſtees, at their annual 


| 1 
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PART III. 


LIST or 


— 


Money, lent on ſecurity, originally thirty 


l bat preſent Security. 


— — << — *** 637» „%% eo ae ͤ— ] 


Preſent Truſtees. 


PUBLIC DONATIONS. 


Net annual 


— — — 9 — « 


i45 


——g— "Po — — — 


| 


— 


Suppoſed diſtributed as directed. by the will, 


pounds, but reduced, by failure of the 
ſecurity, to the preſent ſum. 


Originally thirty-five pounds, but reduced 
now, by failure of the ſecurity, to the 
preſcnt ſum. 


Money, now ſunk in the pariſh ſtock, 


Originally annuity of 10l. from houſes in 
Somers's lane, known by the name of 


bs 1 : p 
2 2 : - ts 7 "XL 
7 het * 5" db 
© +? 8 2, 
??9?2?98x——— ——y— Y —ę——ẽ n TT TT SS —— 
1 


his annuity was to be paid every 25th 


Nowman's Houſes, and near Exbridge, 
now partly demoliſhed ; the land of 
which being incloſed, forms a garden, or 
garden plots, now in the poſſeſſion of 
William Tucker, baker, &c. 


day of December, in the church porch, 
to his truſtees, by the poſſeſſor of the 
houſes and land. The annuity was 
bought by Mr. Chirg of one James 
Wood, then owner of the premiſſes. 


Martin Dunsfaora, 
John Dunsford, | 
Fabez Dunsfaord, 
John Dunſcombe. 


verton. | 


Originally 

\ William Colman, Eq. 
Henry Blagdon, Gent 
Triſtram Furlong, 
Thomas Reed, Fuller, 
Thomas Ching, 

Who were ſolemnly 
directed to fill up the 
vacancies by death, 
when reduced to 3; 
but I have not found 
any ſucceſſors to tlie 


appointed ſome. 


— — 
— — U—¼ — 


The overſeers of Ti- 


above, though *tis, 
highly probable they 


Maney. 

„ of 
20.-0 0 
18. 10 8 


45 


P/ oluce. 

. d. 
0 14 9 
98 2 
5 1 8 


 — — . - 
— oy , — 


— — —— 
— — 


* E6＋’ͤT „ — 2 — = * 


— w—_— —  - - 


| | 


——_—__ 


«1ſt, doth it not become the churchwardens to examine the right of poſleſſion, and to cudcayour to recover the annuity, in 
ontormity to the donor's will, for the benefit of the cight poor people. 
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No. DONORS. Dat.“ How given. For what Purpoſe. | 
9 885 + 
64 Wm, HEWETT, Apothecary, 1689 By will. To be given to as many poor houſekeepers, 

of Tiverton. | living in the town of Tiverton, as the 


| revenue thereof will allow, to each two 
ſhillings in bread and victuals, at Chriſt. 
mas, annually, for ever. 


65 KINO WIITLIAM and Q. Marv.'1693|By deed. For the benefit of the poor inhabitants cf 
Tiverton, all the clear profits. 


3 

| . 

| | T 

| 

| | 

| 

| 

66 POMAS RICE, Mercer, of 1696 By gift. Towards the building of the hoſpital in 

| Tiverton. 8 | Tiverton, or for the benefit of the pocr 
by of that pariſh. | | 


— 


65 Boundaries and deſcription of Elmore, in the grant above: 

All that piece or parcel of land, lying and being in or near the pariſh of Tiverton, in the county of Devon, called or known 
by the name of Elmore ; containing, by eſtimation, x50 acres, whether more or leſs ; butting on the lands of William Deyman, 
of Tiverton, Gentleman, on the eaſt part; and on the lands now or late in the tenure of Edward Cheeke, of the city of Exeter, 
brewer, and John Lugg, of Tiverton aforeſaid, innholder, on the weſt part; and a certain lane, called Hurlock's Lane, and thc 
iands late of John Blundell, Gentleman, on the north part; and on a certain river called Lowman, on the ſouth part.” 

The preceding grant alluded to above, was to oue John Sibley, obtained by him from King James II. (tis ſuppoſed) im- 
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* . P 7 | 1 Net annual. Val | 
hat preſent Security. reſent Truſtees, aney. nn alue. 
5 | Þ 4 „ 
Annuities from lands in Cullumpton, called The miniſter of the 3-4 05 94. 10" 'v 
Mean's, late Lewis's, late Pearce's, bag portion of Pitt, in 
which the 7ol. given by Wm. Hewett! Iiverton. 
purchaſed. 
A leaſe for 99 years of the manor of El- The mayor and corpo- 5.091 $6 048 
more, in calculation about 150 acres of! ration of Tiverton. 
land, on condition of the truſtees incloſing 


and embanking the ſaid land, and de- 


King and Queen againſt any preceding 
grant, and paying a conventionary rent 
of 208. per ann. 

At preſent the ſaid lands are in poſſeſſion 
of divers perſons claiming them as their 
own property, occaſioned probably by the 
neglect of the firſt truſtees, or ſome other 
unknown cauſes, ſo that the clear pro- 
duce for the benefit of the poor is re- 

| duced to the ſmall ſum annexed. 

This is the ſame manor of Elmore ſaid to 


Weſtmoreland, Devon, &c. See the 
firſt donation in this liſt, 


Sunk, as ſuppoſed, in building the ſaid hoſ- 
pital, 


fending the right and title of the ſaid; 


have been given by Iſabella, Counteſs of 


DO I ta 


* 


| 


The churchwardens & 
overſeers of I iverton 


properly, as that grant was intended to be ſuperſeded by this of William and Mary, 


—  — 
—— —  — — 


—ͤ—̃— — — — 


— 


It is probable that Sibley, having been 


aware of this, fold or leaſed the lands, as ſoon as he poſſibly could, to any buyers, and endeavoured to ſulſtantiats titles to 
them by bonds of indemnity ; which buyers, in like manner, as occaſion offered, ſold to others, 


My reaſons for believing this to have been a general practice are, that no other titles appeared to the miniſters and church - 
| wardens, at the time of their inveſtigating the public donations to the poor, and this in particular cloſcly; 


$ Produced, one of which bonds of indemnity I have now by me, 


bit ſuch titles were 


—  —  — 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


— * 


For what Purpoſe. 


DONORS. Date Hm given. 
67 Joux Als rox, Clothier, of |1696|By will. For the benefit of ſix poor fullers of Ti. 


verton, to provide houſes for them to 
live in, and to purchaſe lands, the iſſues 
of which to repair the ſaid fix dwellings, 
| and maintain the ſix poor fullers, as far 
as the iſſues and profits would permit. 


Tiverton. | 


68 Mary RICE, widow, of 
Tiverton, 
| ſuch other honeſt and godly poor perſons 


and profits of the eſtates in land, pur- 


ſhe gave tor that purpoſe, would regu- 


-a 
— — _ — — — . 


| ally for a dinner for the truſtees, 


— ISS 


P — ——̃ —- — 


67 At the time of iuveſtigating the public donations to the poor by the miniſters and churchwardens, in 1786, the following 


1697 By will. For the benefit of her poor relations, 408. 
annually to each; and as they died, u 


as the truſtees ſhould approve, to as | 
many, 40s. annually to each, as the iſſues Þ 


| chaſed with the goods and chattles, which | 


larly ſupport, after providing 40s. annu— | 


note was ſent to them by the agent tor the attorney, who brought the writ of ejectment, to ſhew the foundation of their claim. 
Peter Taylor, of Tiverton, fuller, fold Amey's Fields to the truſtees under Alſtone's will, who were empowered to mak: 
ſuch a purchaſe, At the time of the purchaſe, Taylor concealed from the purchaſers the ſettlement which he had previoully 


made of theſe lands upon his wife, his ſon, and other children, which he then had; they were daughters; and in order to make 


the purchaſers leſs ſenſible of the deceit, he got his fon to paſs a ne. Taylor, his wife, and ſon, lived a great many years after 
this tranſaction ; and in that time the purchaſers never had any ſuſpicion of the trick which had been put upon them. It ws 
{ome years after the deceaſe of the ſaid Peter Taylor, his wife, and ſon, that this above mentioned ſettlement was thought of 
but on examination ſome time after, the Rev. Mr, Haydon, a truſtee under the ſettlement, found himſelf obtiged to act forts: 
benefit of the remaining children, who were daughters, the eldeſt of whom married one Mr. Sampford, of Butterleigh, after. 
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or PUBLIC DONATIONS. 


I bai preſent Security. 


a—_— tl a EL. 


Preſent Truſtees. | Money. | 


Some houſes in Birchen-lane, Weſtex, which 
were afterwards converted into ſix good 


The money was expended partly in erect- 
ing and repairing the ſaid houſes ; and 
280l. in purchaſing an eſtate of land, 
called Amey's Fields, which, after being 
held for the benefit of the ſix poor men 
forty-five years, were wreſted from them 


ſened, and at laſt funk, by bankruptcy. 


{ ventionary annual rent annexed. 


A large dwelling-houſe, with its appurte- 
tenances, near Exbridge, in Weſtex, 
Tiverton. | 


pariſh of "Tiverton. 


—_— 


— 


The mayor or juſtice 
of Tiverton. 
dwellings, but now are fallen to ruins. | 


by Mrs. Sampford, of Fopſham, whoſe 
family now hold the poſſeſſion, whether 
legally or not is yet undetermined. The. 
reſidue of the money was gradually leſ- 


The ruins were leaſed to Edward Boyce, 
in 1787, for three lives, at the net con- 


John K1ddell, 
Abraham Smith, 
Francis Enchmarch, 
Thomas Enchmarch, 
Peter Carthew. 


Alſo, an eſtate of land, called Rix, in the 


ö 


L. 
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| 
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| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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| | 

35 o- 4 


| 
1000 O 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 2 


wards of Topſham ; and as the daughters were included under the original ſettlement, no act of the father and fon could cx» 


clude them from their right in the eſtate. Mr. Williams, of Exeter, attorney, brought a writ of ejectment, and turned out the 


tenant who was then in poſſeſſion.“ 


How ſolid the foundation of the claim may be, I know not; and how legal the conſequent conduct, I am not lawyer enough 
to determine; but offer it to the public, and perſons concerned, to judge, whether it was right to yield up the premiſes (without 


eny defence by the truſiees) againſt the writ of ejectment, after holding poſſeſſion ſo many years, 


With what equity alſo could Mrs. Sampford claim thoſe lands, for which ſhe knew her father and family had received a fol! 
compenſation ; or how can her family at preſent fatis:aCtorily retain them. 


63 A valuable donation, and well conducted; very beneficial to many poor perſons who have ſeen better dais, 


Bb 
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Jo. DONORS. [Deez How given. For what Purpoſe. . 
109 [Joun GilsERT, Clothier, of [1697] By will. To be diſtributed to the poor of Tiverton. 
Tiverton. 
| | 
|- 
70 Tho Keens, of Tiverton. 2699 By deed. Gave ſome land for enlarging the meeting- 
| houſe, near the ſteps, St. Peter- ſtreet, 
Tiverton. 
And towards the ſupport of the, miniſter 
officiating there, 
| 71 [The Rt. Hon. CHA, SPENCER, [1701] By gift. For quenching fires in the town of Ti- 
of London. verton. 
72 Rev. Jonx NRW TE, Rector of [1696 [Towards erecting an organ in St, Peter's 
| Tidcombe and Pitt, Tiverton. church, Tiverton. 
1700 To augment the communion plate in the 
chapel of Cove. 
| 1710 For building battlements round the chance] 
| of St. Peter's church, and other orna- 
| ments. 
| | 
1714 Towards building a new church, called St. 
George's Chapel, in Tiverton. 


— 


* 
_ 
| . 
25 
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L md 


I hat preſent Security, 


— 


Preſent Truſtees. 


6 -— 


Suppoſed diſtributed as directed. 


ſoon afterwards, 


—— 


Uſed for the purpoſe given by the donor| William Anſley, 


William Salter, ſen. 
William Salter, jun. 
Thomas Anſtey, 


Annuity from an houſe in Fore : ſtreet, ] James Pulling, 


Tiverton, oppoſite St. George's chapel, Robert Wrigbt, 


where William Nott now lives. 


? A large fire engine, now taken aſunder, and 


ſold for money towards the purchaſe o 
a new one. 


Puppoſed expended as directed. 
4 The ſame. 


he ſame. 


re ſame. 


John Anſtey. 


x 


| Net annual | * 
Money. | Pr Value. 
* $, d. 1. 5. d. . s 4 
0 ©: 
N 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
5 Oo O 100 ©0 © 
130 00 
ö 
-$0 6 
4 0 0 
| 
8 0 © 
100 0 0 
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— 
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Tiverton. 


2. 


By will. 


Mary Gil skRD, widow, of 1708 By will. 


ro buy devotional. books for poor fanilies 


To raiſe and ſupport a charity-ſchool at 


4 verton. 


| To be beſtowed as an exhibition on a ſcho- 


: Towards the ſupport of the miniſter of the 


unn. 


Gave the library of books to the pariſh 
church of Tiverton, with the paintings | 
of King Charles the Firit, Earl of Mon- 


and himſelf. 


N 


Cove, for the inſtructing poor children 
to read, write, and ſay the church cate- 
chiſm; but in default of 12 children at- 
tending there, towards. the ſupport of the 
charity- ſchools, for like purpoſe, in Ti- 


| lar, to be choſen out of Mr. Blundells 


{ rectors of Tiverton, or any two of them; | 
which exhibition ſuch ſcholar is to enjoy) 
yearly for ſeven years, if he ſhall continue 
a member of the college, but no longer. 


| 


Preſbyterian congregation, meeting in 
the Pitt, Tiverton, as long as ſuch con- 
| tinues: but if no ſuch congregation al-| Þ 
| ſemble there, to be given to the truſtees 
for Mr. John Lane's donation, for the 
benefit of that charity. | 


| 


troſs, arl of Stafford, Archbiſhop Laud, = 


| free ſchool, in Tiverton, by the three - 
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Fw — . | Mong, IA] pan, 
| igen ecurity. reſent Truſtees, oney. Produce. | alue. 
3 3 5 | | £. 5. d. L. K. d. L. S. d. | 
Kept in a room over the veſtry of St. Pe-[All the rectors of the 
IX | ter's church. | pariſh church of Ti- | 
7 | verton. | 
| 
Moiety of a field at Skrinkhill, Tiverton. [The ſame, F 
N ö | 
The one-eighth part of Buckhayes eſtate, The ſame, 1 19 0 40 @ © 
Wm Tiverton. 
| | 
| 
: | 
| 
An eſtate called Lobb Philip, in the pariſhſ The maſter and fellows 30 0 800 O © | 
of Branton, in the county of Devon. | of Baliol College, | | 
Oxford. | | 
| | 
| 
| | 
1 [The money was paid to the members of Edward Gatchell, 30 © ©; 
dhe ſaid congregation, whoſe names are William Heathfield, x 
annexed, Auguſt 29, 1715, as by their| Francis Bere, | | 
receipt; but at preſent it is not known| Thomas Enchmarch, | | 
how or when diſpoſed of. | | | 
| | 
_—_ = L 175 eee x 
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| of Tiverton. 


þ 


JR — 


| | 


8 


[xs " DONORS. Date] How given. For what Purpoſe. 
| 
— 4 he 5 — — _ — 
74 Unknown. Forming part of the revenue of the mayor 
| | and corporation of Tiverton. 
4 | 
175 0 AN KEEN E, widow, of 1716] Towards the ſupport of the miniſter of the 

Tiverton. | | congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenten 
1 near the ſteps, St. Peter- ſtreet, Tiverton, 

1 
| 
| 
; 

| 76 HENRY BLacpon, Merchant, |1716]By will. Towards the ſupport of the charity-ſchoo!s 


| To be diſtributed to the poor of Tiverton 


in and about Tiverton. 


* 


Towards building the new church, called 
St. George's Chapel, in Tiverton. 


at his death, 10l. in bread, and gol. in 


| money. 


ec I Ir nn 


74 The preſent town=-clerk (lately treaſurer for the corporation) could not inform me when or by whom this eſtate wi 
given, or by what means obtained for the purpoſe above employed. It is moſt probable, I think, to fuppoſe, that the mont 
given by the ſeveral donors, ſee No. 37, 42, and 53, in chis liſt, were expended in-the-purchaſe of che lands above deſcribec. 


75 An incident ſomewhat extraordinary prevented my having an exact liſt of all the preſent truſtees for this donation. 

The writings belonging to this, and the ſecurities for the donations, No. 87 and 88, were depoſited in an iron cheſt, and 
placed in the meeting houſe, about ten years ſince, by the ſeveral truſtees, John'Warrin, Robert Wright, and William Anke), 
in the preſence of Mr. Follett, the officiating miniſter, who kept one of the'keys belonging to it. To give me every necdiw 


information, this cheſt was opened, Sunday, January 8, 1790, immediately after evening ſervice, in preſence of man) of 


the 


congregation, when the ſaid deeds and ſecurities were found diſſolved into a paſte, ſurrounded by a black offenſive liquid; nt 
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— — — 
—— 


N. J 
What preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. pa Foy Value. 


- NT ne ee Tori 


— —_— 


© „ SST &- + 
An eſtate of land near Bolham, called An- The mayor and corpo- 12 0 0 400 © © 


ſtey's, or the Mayor's Tenement, now| ration of Tiverton, 
leaſed on lives to Thomas Anſtey for the 
high rent annexed. | 


A good dwelling-houſe, in Fore- ſtreet, Ti- Vm. Anſtey, and others, 10 0 0 300 © © 
verton, oppoſite St, George's chapel, now] members of the con- 
the poſt-office, leaſed on two lives; the] gregation. 
reverſion worth the produce annexed. NEW TRUSTEES. 
John Warrin, | 
William Anſley, jun. 
Robert Wright, 
Matthew Dunsford, 
James Pulling, jun. | 


| 


Two eſtates of land, in the pariſh of Ti- Henry Oſmond, Eſq. 35 0 01050 o 0 
verton, called Great Holwill and Hare-| Hen. P. Oſmond, Eſq. | 
hill, let now for 681. per annum. William Lewis. © | 6 


{ 


Suppoſed expended in building the chapel. 1000 © © | 


Suppoſed diſtributed as directed. 100 O Oo 


| 


=_ 


E — 


veltige of a letter was to be ſeen, nor any part of what was put into the cheſt remained entire, but the cord which tied the 
writings together, I was preſent at the opening of the cheſt, witneſſed the misfortune, and thought it neceſſary to publiſh this 


account of it. 


Since writing the above, new deeds have been made, by advice of counſel, appointing a new ſet of truſtees, and direct ing the 
ſame to be enrolled in the Court of Chancery. | 


- 


76 Conſidering the few truſtees remaining to conduct this important donation, it appears highly neceſſary that there ſhould 


8 | be a new re- enfeofment, to prevent this charity meeting a ſimilar fate with ſome others, which the ſudden death of theſe few 


furvivors might occaſion ; therefore 1 beg leave to recommend ſuch re- enſeofment as ſoon as poſſible, eſpecially as one of the 
uuſtees above is far advanced in years, 


156 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 
| 2 0 3 3 1 8 
| No. DONORS. Dat.“ How given. For what Purpoſe. 
1 WI" — _ — — — — ——_———— 
| 
77 PETER NewrTE, Gentleman, of |1720|By will. For the ſupport of the charity-ſchools in 
| Killands, | Tiverton. 


| For the ſupport of charity-ſchools in vil. 
| L lages, near Tiverton. 


| | To buy devotional books for poor villagers, 


| | 
| . | 


| 


—— K ͤ ——— —— — — — — — 


78 JohN TrIsTRAm, Sergemaker, [1724|By will. Equally for the uſe and benefit and the ſup- 
| of Tiverton. | port of St. George's chapel and the cha- 
rity-ſchools in Tiverton, on certain con- 
ditions mentioned in his will. 


179 KING GeoRGe II. 1731|Subſcribers, For the benefit of the ſufferers by a great 
| The QUEEN; fire, which broke out about ſix in the 
| | The Prince of WaLEs; | evening of the 5th of June, 1731, and 
Great Numbers of the Nobility laſted till four o'clock the next morning, 5 
| | | and Gentry ; and conſumed 298 dwellings, beſides| WW 
| Pariſhes ; * outhouſes, wares, merchandizes, and 3 
| |Trading Communities and be-[1732 | houſhold goods, to the amount of 
| | nevolent Individuals, collec- 589761. 14s. 9d. and left about 2000 
| tively. | perſons without a home. 


PIR _ a 


_—_— 


| 78 This donation was many years in litigation between private claimants and the truſtees above mentioned, reſpecting the 
| conditions in the donor's will above alluded to, which, in 1789, was finally determined, by a decree of the Court of Chanct!) 
| in favour of the charitics above deſcribed, againſt all other claimants ; awarding; the eſtates, and the iſſues, or rents, from the 
| commencement of the inheritance, and during the time of litigation, equally to the benefit of the pariſh for the repairs of $t+ 
George's chapel, and towards the ſupport of the cliarity-ſcheols, in Tiverton, 
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# IV hat preſent Security. Preſent Truſtees. Money. N Value. 
bs : Produce. 
ERS £4 Gs 41:4 
Nine fields of land, near Cullumpton, called All the rectors of the 15: 0 6450 o © 
Newte's pariſh church of Ti- 
And the one-eighth part of Langhayne{ verton, | 3 641% 0: © 
eſtate, Tiverton. 
The one-eighth part of Pluſhayes' eſtate, 6 o O 180 o o| 
Tiverton. | 
une of 158. from Langhayne eſtate. | o 16 22 10 0 
Eſtates of land at Aſhley, in Tiverton, The churchwardens, & 20 0 0600 o o 
called Middle Hill and the Buſhments, the truſtees for the 
worth about 30l. per ann. groſs rent. charity-ſchools. 
Diſtributed in a very-equitable manner a-¶ Nathaniel Thorne, then 10201 6 73 
mong the poor and middle ranks of ſuf- mayor; | 


ferers, proportionate to their loſſes, the 


richer perſons generouſly refuſing to par- 
take. 


The corporation and 
rectors of Tiverton ; 
And the Rev. S. Smith, 
then maſter of Blun- 
dell's ſchool, 


— — 


79 See Liſt of Occurrences, Part IV. of this date. See alſo Appendix, or Part VI, No. 9, being a copy of the inſcription 
on the ſtone monument that was in the front of the market- croſs, lately demoliſhed, The monument is now zn the pollution 


of Edward Boyce, builder, Tiverton, 


Dd 


. 
1 
. 


81 


82 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


DONORS. 


Tuo. ENcHuARC, Merchant, 
of Tiverton, 


Unknown, 


RIcHARD HooER, Weaver, of 
Tiverton. 


| 


SAMUEL LEWIS, Merchant, of 
Tiverton, 


Ae 


1735 


1740 
| 


1747 


How given. 


For what Purpoſe. 


By deed. 


By will. 


By will. 


mn 


For the benefit of the eight poor men in- 
habiting John Waldron's alms-houſes, 
to be equally divided among them, an- 
| nually, in November. 


Towards the ſupport of the Diſſenting in- 
tereſt, annually, 


For the benefit of the poor of Tiverton, 
the clear produce diſtributed annually, 
at the diſcretion of the truſtees. 


For the benefit of the poor communicants 
of the Baptiſt congregation, in Tiverton. 


Alſo, towards the ſupport of the miniſtea 
of the ſaid congregation, who believes 
the 1ſt and 17th articles of the Church 

Of England. 


i 


cretion of the truſtees. 


LS 
"—_ 


„ 


6 a * 

« , x 2 , a , 
c 
e 


rr ; 


eee 


The intereſt, at four per cent. to be given 
annually to fix poor people, at the dil- 


fo A valuable addition to Mr. Waldron's almſmen, to buy fuel for the winter. 
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"IP 
He What 2 133 P 7 17 Net annual Pal | 
at preſe rity. reſent Truſtees, oney. Produce. alue. 
5 bi „ T 
Annuity from fields in Elmore, purchaſed John Be/ley, 5 0 o| 150 o ©; 
| with the monies allotted for that purpoſe | John Kiddel!, 
by the deed. | Martin Dunsford, 
| George Dunsford, | 
| William Beſſey, | 
The remaining clear produce of the ſaid Francis Beſſey, 4 © O 120 0 © 
fields. Abraham Smith, | 
William Acland, 
| Peter Carthew, | 
| Peter Carthew, jun. 
| | Abraham Hurley, | 
| George Snell, 
| 
| | | 
Two fields of land, one by Gilgall, the The mayor and corpo- 7 10 01 300 0 o 
other at Alſabrook, Tiverton. ration of Tiverton. 
| 
| 
| 
Annuity from ſeveral ſmall tenements, in| Fabez Dunsford, 1 5 
Bampton-ſtrect, Tiverton. Thomas Knight, | | 
John Reutcliff, | 
Produce of the ſaid tenements, after paying] Th,zyus Sayer. $10 9-000 0 
| the above annuity, &c. | 
| | 
| 
Money, lent on private fccurity. Sir J. Duntze, Bart. 200 © © ee G 


——— — 


92 See note, No, 90. 
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| 
| 
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No. DONORS. 


Date 


How given. 


For what Purpoſe. 


— . —— 


84 Dr. Berry, 


85 MARY PEARD, of Tiverton, 


186 [Joun Parsons, Merchant, of 
Tiverton, 


q 


1771 


1769 


1777 


By deed. 


By deed. 


Verbally. 


5 


0 * LY 


» 


For the benefit of the poor of Tiverton. 


| 


| q 


1 


One thouſand pounds to purchaſe lands, 


the iſſues and profits of which to be em- 
ployed in repairing St. George's chapel, 


Tiverton, and her tomb, in the chapel- 
yard. 


Fifteen hundred and fifty pounds, to pur- 


chaſe lands, or other public ſecurities, 
the iſſues and profits of which, annually, 
to be employed towards the ſupport and 
maintenance of the charity-ſchoals, in 
Tiverton. Ip 


Towards a new clock in the tower. 


To be diſtributed among the poor of Ti- 
verton, at her death, 


| annually to ſix poor people, at the diſ- 
cretion of the truſtees. 


The intereſt, at four per cent. to be given 


35 It has been ſaid, the above donation, towards the ſupport of St, George's chapel, was intended only to keep the roof in 


repair; but no ſuch limitation appears in the deed, 
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. Suppoſed diſtributed as directed. 
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cnn PP 


IV hat preſent Security. 


— — 


Preſent Truſtees, Money. 


| Net annual 
Produce. 


Value. | 


n 


The one- eighth part of the clear produce 


Tiverton. 


Two meſſuages, called Marlecombe and 
Langland, in the pariſh of Awliſcombe, 
let now at 481. per ann. 


An eſtate of land, called Middleway, in the 
pariſh of Cruwys Morchard, let now for 
271. per ann. 

Thereſidue of the money, with its accumu- 
lated intereſt, amounting to 128g]. 7s. 
purchaſed 18431. 7s. 2d. ſtock, in the old 
ſouth ſea annuities, where it now remains, 


. Expended as directed. 


Money, lent on private ſecurity. 


of an eſtate called Rock, in the pariſh of 


B. Dickenſon, Eſq. 


— Www 


— — 


. . 
The dean and chapter 


of Exon, paid annu- 
ally to the overſeers 
of the poor of Ti- 
verton, 


B. Dickenſon, Eſq. 
Rev. Henry Land, 
Rev. John Newte, 
Rev. John Pitman, 
John Govett. 


B. Dickenſon, Eſq. 
Oliver Peard, Eſq. 
Hen. P. Oſmond, Eſq. 
Henry Dickenſon, 
Rev. Henry Land, 


John Beſley, 
John Govett. 


1289 


40 


100 


Mrs. Joanna Lewis. | 100 


d. 


2 0.0 


32 0 0 


10 


85 6 0 


O 
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100 0 © 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


No. DONORS. 


Date 


How given. 


For what Purpoſe. 


87 JouN Trrsrram, of Barnſtaple. 


e8 |EL1z, LI cHIGAR, of Tiverton. 


89 Tuo. GLass, M. D. of Exon. 


tt 


—_ 


8 I „111%.“ 


go [Diana E. Mur, of Tiverton. 


* 


| 


1778 


1780 


1782 


1783 


By will, 


By deed, 


By deed. 


By will. 


an. 


| 

Towards the ſupport of the miniſter of the 
congregation of Proteſtant Diſſentets, 
near the ſteps, St. Peter-ſtreet, Tiverton, 


/ 


Towards the ſupport of the miniſter of the 
congregation of Proteſtant Difſenters, 
near the ſteps, St. Peter- ſtreet, Tiverton, 


Towards the ſupport of the miniſter of the, 


_ Baptiſt congregation, in Tiverton, the 
annual clear produce, 


The annual produce towards the ſupport 
of the miniſter of the Baptiſt congrega- 
tion, in Tiverton, as long as ſuch mi- 
niſter ſhall believe the firſt and ſeven- 
teenth articles of the Church of Eng- 
land ; otherwiſe to ſuch miniſter of any 
other Baptiſt congregation in the coun- 

ties of Devon or Somerſet. 


| 


— 


87 See note, No. 75. 


88 See note, No, 7: 
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What preſent Security. 


— = 


Preſent Truſtees, 


Money. 


Net annual 
Produce. 


The money bought 1461. 138. 4d. in the 
three per cent. confol. government ſtock, 
vielding as annexed, 


In Tiverton turnpike. 


Five dwelling-houſes, in Water-lane, Ti- 
verton, for the term of 1009 years. 


The money bought 5331. 138. in the three 
per cent. conſolidated government ſtock. 


ä _ 


George Dunsford, 
William Beſley, 
James Pulling, 
Fehn Warren, 


George Dunsford, 


| William Beſley, 


James Pulling, 


John Warren. 


Daniel Sprague, 
John Dun sſord, 
John Dunſcombe, 
Martin Dunsford, 
Thomas Knight, 
George Dunsford, 
Tabez Dunsford. 


Ribert Day, 
Daniel Sprague, 
Caleb Evans, 

| Thomas Dunſconibe, 


Fohn Dunsford, 
Fabez Dunsferd. 


100 0 0 


300 © © 


4 10 © 


1 8 


100 0 0 


130 0 0 


300 © 0 


99 This donor was a reputable character, uſeful in life, and undoubtedly influenced by worthy motives, in making the re- 
ſirition above the condition of enjoying her benefaction: but ſuch reſtraints upon the human mind ſeldom or never promote 
he intereſt of religion and truth, are ſeldom or never productive of happy conſequences to mankind, 
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No. DONORS. Date How given. For what Purpoſe. 
ths GC — — 
g1 |Ricn. Coswar, Eſq. Painter, 1784 By gift. For an altar-piece, in St. Peter's church, 
of London, native of Tiverton. Tiverton—an hiſtorical painting of St. 


Peter delivered from priſon by an angel, 
 Acls, ch. 12. 


92 |Inhabitants of "Tiverton. 1785 Subſcribers, For the benefit of the poor ſufferers by a 
| fire in Weſtex, Tiverton, which broke 


| | | out about ten in the evening of the 14th 
1 i of May, 1785, and laſted four hours; 
1 47 dwellings were burnt, and 8 pulled 

| | | down; the whole damage amounted to 


{ | 93 MARY Marsn ALL, widow, of 1789 By will. The annual intereſt, dividend, or produce, 
5 Tiverton. | to be given every year to ſuch poor in- 
| habitants of Tiverton as the truſtees 

ſhall approve. 


92 See Liſt of Occcurrences, Part IV, of this date. 
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is hat tics Swart, | Preſent Truſtees Mone e Valu | 
he . Produce. 12 
. * 1 * 75 6. d. 
Placed over the communion table, and or- The churchwardens. | 200 0 © 
namented with an elegant gilt frame, 
which coſt the pariſh 25 guineas, 
Diſtributed on the ruins to the poor unin- The mayor, juſtice, and 206 © © 
| ſured ſufferers, proportionate to their churchwarden, and a 
loſſes. committee of many 
other gentlemen of 
Tiverton. | | 
'F 
| 
IVioney, lent on public or private ſecurity,| William Mott, 100 0 0 5 O o ioo o o 
George Crewys. | 


at the option of the truſtees. 


a — 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


2 — ä — 


verton, not receiving relief from the 
pariſh, as the truſtees ſhall approve. 


— 


To be given to ſuch ten young tradeſmen 
of Tiverton, about to enter into buſineſs 
| there, as the truſtees ſhall approve, the 
| ſam of 10l. to each. 


| The dividends to be paid annually to his 


; the capital ſtock to be transferred to the 
| feoffees of Blundell's free grammar- 
| | ſchool, in Tiverton. The dividends to 
| be employed for the benefit of that cha- 
| 3 rity for ever, at the diſcretion of the ſaid 
| feoffees. 


To the truſtees of Chilcott's free writing- 
ſchool, in Tiverton, for thè benefit of that 
| | | charity, at the diſcretion of the ſaid truſ- 
| | Be 


ro the truſtees of the charity-ſchool for 
boys in the old church-yard, Tiverton, 


to be employed for the benefit of that 
charity, at the diſcretion of the ſaid 
truſtees. | | 


vat Ss 5 We 
No. | DONORS. Date How given. : For what Purpoſe. 
— — — 
| $&:+4 | 
94 {BENJAMIN G1LBERD, Grocer, |1790| By will, The dividends to be given annually, at 
of Exon, native of Tiverton, Chriſtmas, to ſuch poor people of Ti. 


ſervant, Agnes Nott ; and at her death, | 


ä 


ä 
„* * 


— 


94 The direction of this donor to the truſtees for the money to the poor, to nominate and appoint another truſtee, ſome 
reputable inhabitant of Tiverton, on the demiſe of any one of the preſent number, and ſo perpetually on the death of ever) 
one, that the number of truſtees might never be leſs than fix, and that all might be inbabitants of Tiverton, is very judicious, 
perhaps the beſt means of preventing loſs to the truſt, and perpetuating right and good management. 

Theſe new and liberal bequeſts to Blondell's and Chilcott's ſchools will, I hope, induce the feoffees of thoſe charities to 
make ſuch additions to the ſalaries of the maſters, adequate to the difference of times, as ſhall render it unneceſſary for them 
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time of his death. 


At the-expiration of two years, from the 


| 


of the charity-ſchool. 
See Part III. Lift of 
Donations, No. 72, 


76, 77, 78, 85. 


3 


— 
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What preſent Security. | Preſent Truſtees. Money. n | Value 
| -| Preduce. 5 
5 | AWE ß d. 
In the hands of John Blackmore, his reſi - Rev. Nutcombe Quicte, 1000 © o 40 O o i © © 
duary legatee, to be placed in the govern- James II hite, Eſq. 
ment funds at the end of two years aſter] Abraham Kennaway, | 
his deceaſe. Henry Dunsford, | 
B. Dickinſon, Eſq. | 
Rev. John Pittman. 
at the expiration of two years, from the Rev. Vutcombe Quicke,, 100 © © 100 © © 
time of his death. James White, Eſq. 
Abraham Kennaway, 
Henry Dunsfard. 
'To purchaſe ſo much government ſtock-|The ſame, and feoffees 1500 © ©| 60 0 O Soo O o 
money, the dividends of which ſhall pro- of Blundell's charity. 
duce bol. per annum. See Part III. Liſt of 
Donations, No. 13. 
| 
| 
At the expiration of two years, from the. The ſame, and truſtees] 300 0 0| 12 0 0 300 © © 
time of his death. of Chilcott's gilt. ä 
| See Part III. Liſt of ; 
| Donations, No. 1 5. 
| 
The ſame, and truſtees] 100 © 0 4 © ©} 120 © © 


do receive any premium whatſoever from thoſe boys, inhabitants of Tiverton, whom the worthy donors direCted ſhould be 


= cducated without coſt, that the chief end and deſign of A and endowing the ſchools might not be fruſtrated, See Notes 
3 on Donations, No. 13 and 15. 
, Mr. Gilberd died the 31ſt of July, and was buried in a very reſpeCtable manner the rith of Auguſt, 1790, nearly under 
5 Mr, Lane's tomb, in the north-eaſt part of St. Peter's church, Tiverton, 


— 4 


THIS is fuch an extraordinary lift of Public Donations as few pariſhes of equal extent 
and population in the kingdom can boaſt ; which, by wiſe and righteous management, ftriftly 


conforming to the wills and deſigns of the donors, might be productive of many and great advan- 
tages to the community at large, and to the poor inhabitants of Tiverton in particular, whoſe patri- 
mony moſt of them are, and to wheſe benefit they ought to be, judiciouſly approgriatet, by the perſons 
intruſted with the direction of them, according to the conditions preſcribed by their ſeveral 
benefadtors. 


— 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


O F 


0 


FART Iv. 


A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF THE MOST 
REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES. 


» 


8 


— aaa u ai a 


EL 


* OY | | : , 
WI HE IDS x TA $ "RR * 
* a. De a. . „ C * * | 1 2 
r TS 


* 
— 


A ä WI FR" * - * 2 - 
c 
4. 122 * A 2 FI 4 R's. Be” n th 4 p 
er ð io and nt ee 
, y , * _ 
* * 1 9 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, &c. 


N. 
A Chronological Lift of the moſt remarkable Occurrences. 


WYFORD, » in Terra Regis, was a village on a little hill, 


: capital of its hundred of the ſame name; it had twelve 67, 890. 


tythings, and was governed by a portreeve. 


November 13th, being St. Brice's day, the Danes that were in 
the town of Twyford, upon the river Iſca, or Aifſe, were maſſacred 
by the women, with much ſecrecy, in the night. 


The building of the pariſh . or chapel, was compleated 
this year, and conſecrated by Leofricus, the firſt Biſhop of Excter, 


Alfred. 


1002. 
2 A 


1073. 
William 


; 


See Hewett's Manuſcript Memoirs, an old manuſcript in the poſſeſſion of Mr. 


Pullen, of Thorverton, and rules for the courts held in the hoſpital of Tiverton, 
printed in 1730; all which were probably tranſcribed from more ancient records, de- 
ſtroyed by the fires that have ſo frequently deſolated the town of Tiverton. See alfo 
Norris's Taunton Journal, for July 15, 1726, wherein is publiſhed a letter from a gen- 
gentleman of "Tiverton ; and in the Journal for 23d September, 1726, another letter 
dated from Colliprieſt, 16th September, 1726, to which he ſigns his name John Blun- 
dell, probably the ſame who was the author of the Memoirs of Tiverton, printed in 
1712; and theſe letters appear to have been the reſult of his enquiries, after the publi- 
cation of the Memoirs often referred to in this work, and the accounts taken probably 
from authentic records, ſince deſtroyed. 


ſuppoſed 
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1106. 
Henry I, 


1200. 
John, 


1258. 
Hen. III. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


ſuppoſed to have been only what is now the chancel of St. Peter's 
church. 


The * caſtle of Twyford was built by Richard Rivers, Earl of 
Devon, who made it the chief place of his reſidence, and had two 
large 3 parks for his pleaſure adjoining. 

This caſtle, or 4 manſion houſe, was the firſt in the town built 
with ſtone, and having glazed windows; the Saxons generally 
building their dwellings with wood only, having ſmall wood lat- 
ticed windows, 


Twyford was a large town, of as triangular form, fituated be- 
tween the river Iſca, now called Exe, and the river Suning, now 
called Lowman, fourteen miles north from the city of “ Caer- 
penhuel-coit, now called Exeter, having a market on Mondays, 
and three fairs yearly: viz. on July 7. September 1, and Novem- 
ber 30. 


About this time were given ? 150 acres of waſte land, or common, 
called Elmore, to the poor of Tiverton, to paſture their cattle: 
they were alſo permitted to take from thence earth or clay, on con- 


2 See Weſtcote's Manuſcript in the Britiſh Muſeum, and Part II. of date 1100. 
3 The great park of Tiverton, and Aſhley park. 

4+ Hewett's Manuſcript Memoirs. 

5 See Part II. date 1245. 

6 In ancient Britiſh, the Chief City; and Caer Ruth, the Red City. 

7 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 1, Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs. 
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dition of filling the places with manure, or rubbiſh, ſo that the A b. 


common might be preſerved in a proper manner for paſture, Alſo 
the ſtream of water called the Town Leat, to ſupply the town with 
clean running water. 


The power of the lords of the manor at this time was ſo great, 
that the Lady * Amicia Rivers, widow of Baldwin Rivers, claimed, 
in conſequence of a quo warranto of Edward I. among other rights 
and privileges, the power to draw, hang, and quarter, within her 
manor of Twyford; the gallows ſtanding upon W hite-down, lead- 
ing to the town of Cullumpton. 


A 9 watch was ordered to be kept in the market town of Twy- 
ford, from Aſcenſion-day to Michaelmas ; one conſtable and fix 
able aſſiſtants to walk about the town every night, to ſee the pot- 
water running in every ſtreet, and if there be any fire to give no- 
tice thereof, by ringing the market bell; alſo to apprehend diſor- 


derly perſons that go about the town 1n the night time, by virtue 
of the ſtatute, 13th Edward I. | 


1250. 


1282. 
Edw, I. 


1284. 
Edw. I. 


About this 10 time, it is highly probable, the woollen manufac- 1370. 


ture was firſt introduced to Tiverton, in ſome ſmall degree. 


Edw. III. 


At this ** time the woollen manufacture of baize, plain cloth, &c. 1500. 
Hen, VII. 


8 See Hewett's Memoirs, and Part II. date 1245, note No. 16. 

9 See Hewett's Memoirs. The like watch is continued to this time 
10 See Part I. of this date, General Hiſtory. 
See Part I. General Hiſtory, about this time. 
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was fully eſtabliſhed in Tiverton, and very prontainak to the 1 per- 
ſons concerned in it. 


Some time this year '3 was compleated the building of the ſouth 


Henry 


VIII. 


1527. 


Henry 
VIII. 


aiſle, front wall, and great porch of St. Peter's church, and chapel 


adjoining: alſo a chapel, and 4 alms-houſes for five poor men, in 
Gold-ſtreet, Tiverton. 


On Friday, the 15th of November, at eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, the Princeſs is Catherine, youngeſt daughter of King Edward 
IV. and widow of William Courtenay, Earl of Devon, and Lord 
of this manor, died in the caſtle of Tiverton. Her body being 
embalmed, leaded, and * cheſted, ſhe was *5 conveyed from thence 
to the * chapel, and placed within a bar, covered with a pall of 
black velvet, on which was a croſs of white ſatin, and upon that 
another pall of cloth of gold, with a croſs of filver tiſſue thereon, 


12 John Sellake, John Greenway, John Coleman, William Sellake, merchants, and 


others. See the inſcriptions on monuments, &c. in St. Peter's church, Part V. and 
anecdotes of John Greenway, Part V. | 


13 See Part V. the Pariſh Church. 


14 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 3, and Part V. Alms-houſes, FR. &c. 
15 See Part II. of the date 1527. 


16 Norroy, King at Arms, and Richmond, Herald at Arms, were ſent purpoſely 
from London to conduct this funeral. 


17 That within the walls of the caſtle, which was richly adorned for her body to lie 
in ſtate. Two ſilver gilt candleſticks, with two branches of virgin wax in them, and 


twelve tapers kept burning night and day, *till the 2d of December; dirges daily ſung 
before the corpſe, and maſſes faid by the chaplains, and other religious perſons. 


ornamented 
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ornamented with fix eſcutcheons of her arms: there it was attended A. D. 
day and night, with great funeral pomp, 'till Monday the 2d of“ 


December, when, with a formal proceſſion, it was brought to St. 
Peter's is church, under a canopy of black velvet, borne by fix 
eſquires; at each corner whereof a banner of ſaints was carried by 
as many eſquires, viz. of the Trinity, our Lady, St. Edward, 
and St. Catherine; the bearers all in black gowns and hoods : 
cight bannerels, carried by eight gentlemen, four on one fide 
and four on the other. The chief mourner was the Lady Carew, 
aſſiſted by Sir Peter Edgcombe : her train was held up by one 


lady, followed by fix ** others. 
The next day, at ſeven in the morning, Tueſday, the zd of De- 


cember, the company being come again into the ** church, in like 
| ſolemn 


18 The whole church was hanged with black cloth, magnificently adorned with 
eſcutcheons on every ſide, and illuminated with 800 lights. 


19 The corpſę was borne by fix tall yeomen, of equal height, from the caſtle to the 
church; and attended by Sir Thomas Dennys, Sir John Baſſett, Sir William Carew, 
and Mr. Philip Champernon, one at each corner. The canopy borne by Mr. John 
Chicheſter, Mr. John Fullford, Mr. Andrew Kilſton, Mr. John Forteſcue, Mr. Bar- 
tholomew Forteſcue, and Mr. John Whittinge, all in black gowns and hoods. 

The names of the eſquires were Mr. George Carew, Mr. Nicholas Aſhford, Mr, 
Richard Chudleigh, Mr. Alexander Wood. 

'The eight gentlemen were Mr. Philip Courtenay, Edward Speke, Richard Forteſcue, 
G. Yearde, Richard Shute, Henry Waldron, Mr. Moyer, Mr. Bluett, and forty-two 
poor old men in black coats, bearing ſtaff torches. 


20 After them followed a great number of ladies and gentlemen. 


21 The corpſe was received into the church by the Abbot of Montague, attended by 
the Abbots of Torbay and Ford, who ſprinkled it with holy water. Many others of 
high eccleſiaſtical rank alſo attended ; who, with the abbots, and 100 gentlemen, had 
preceded the corpſe in the proceſſion, two and two, according to their rank, next after 

| Ge the 
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. ſolemn proceſſion, the maſs of ** Requiem was ſung, and the 23 of- 
1527. 


ferings performed, when Dr. Sarſley preached from theſe words, 
% Manus 4 Domini tetigit me ;” which done, and divine ſervice 
ended, the body was let down into a vault under the hearſe, in a 
:; chapel, on the eaſt fide of the north door of the church ; at 


which 


the holy croſs. The corpſe was placed under a hearſe, covered with a rich pall of cloth 

of gold and tiſſue ; upon it a croſs of ſilver, with two branches of virgin wax: after 
which a dirge was ſung, and other funeral ceremonies performed ; when the company 
returned to the caſtle in like ſolemn proceſſion, according to their rank, to partake of 
the refreſhments provided, leaving attendants on the body, lying in ſtate under the 
hearſe in the chapel, who remained there the whole night. 


22 Before the maſs of Requiem, the maſs of our Lady was ſung by the Abbot of 
Torbay, and his aſſiſtants; and the maſs of the Trinity was ſung by the Abbot of 
Ford, and his aſſiſtants. The Abbot of Montague acted as principal on this occaſion, 
by whom the maſs of Requiem was ſung, in which he was aſſiſted by the moſt eminent 


choriſters from Exeter, and other places adjoining ; alſo from every part of the country 
about Tiverton. 


23 Offerings * were made on this ſolemn occaſion by all perſons preſent, in regular 
rotation, according to their rank and ſtations, beginning with the chief mourner, who 
offered 6s. 8d. The knights and gentlemen, the mayor and aldermen of Exeter, the 
yeomen, and other attendants, made their offerings in proportion. 


12333 — 
— 


* The payment of mortuaries is of great antiquity : it was antiently done by leading or driving a 
horſe, or cow, &c. before the corpſe of the deceaſed at his funeral : it was conſidered as a vift, left by 
a man at his death, by way of recompence for all failures in the payment of tythes and oblations, and 


called a corpſe preſent. It is mentioned in the national council of Engſham, about the year 1006. See 
Brand's Antiquities, 


$ n - x - . » 5 1 * * 4 1 2 * * — n 4 * : - "0 * 5 
n r „ A * r g 8 a . h 4x" PACO ARTS. * = Seal! ® 4 n 
renn * n r eee 3 3 x 


24 The hand of the Lord hath touched me. 


25 This chapel is ſuppoſed to have been in that part of the north aiſle of the church, 
from the jutment of the north wall, where the old ſeats of the corporation, and the 
new ſeats of the churchwardens now are, to the biſhop's ſeat ; and from the door of the 


preſent 


| of rae 


4 had 3 4 'T 
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which time her officers broke their ſtaves. The Lord 2s Suffragan, A. b. 
with all the other abbots and prelates in their pontificals, having * 


performed the office of burial, went into the caſtle, where they 
had a ſplendid *7 entertainment. 

In memory of which noble Princeſs, Henry Courtenay, Earl of 
Devon, and Marquis of Exon, her only ſon, cauſed a tomb, with 
her image thereon, to be erected on the ſouth ſide of the altar, in 
the ſaid chapel ; in which were ſeveral other tombs and ſtatues of 
the earls of Devon, their counteſles, and children ; a ſtately altar, 
and other curious ornaments : all which were * demoliſhed at dif- 
ferent times (as ſuppoſed) by the indiſcriminate zeal of the re- 
formers, in the reigns of King Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth. 
Mr. Riſdon ſays, ſome of the ruins only of the chapel were ſeen 
about the year 1630. What remained of thoſe ** ruins in the year 


preſent veſtry, which was the door of the chapel towards the church-yard, to the north 
entrance of the chancel. Mr. Riſdon deſcribes it to have been in a ruinous ſtate, or 


rather demoliſhed, when he wrote, about the year 1630; a fituation anſwerable, in my 


Opinion, to the above deſcription. | 
26 The Abbot of Montague. 


27 This was a ſecond dinner, & which is deſcribed to have been very magnificent and 


profuſe ; a proviſion for 500 perſons, and a dole of 100 marks, divided to 8000 poor 


people, two-pence to each, to pray for the ſoul of the deceaſed. 


$ Our funeral entertainments are of old date. Cecrops is ſaid to have inſtituted them for the pur- 
poſes of renewing decayed friendſhip amongſt old friends, &c. Moreſin tells us, that in England they 
were ſo profuſe on this occaſion, that it coſt leſs to portion off a daughter than to bury a dead wife. 
Theſe burial feafts are till retained by many people in the country. 


28 There Edward's daughter mingles with the duſt ; 
Defac'd the marble, and deſtroy'd the buſt! _ 
How baſe the hands that could ſuch ruin ſpread, 
And wreck vain vengeance on the illuſtrious dead, —-—77, XIddell. 
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1643, Mr. Hewett ſays, was then thrown down: the rubbiſh of 
which probably formed the ground on which the firſt ſeats for the 
corporation were afterwards built. 


About the month of April a 39 battle was fought at Cranmore 
caſtle (belonging to the barton of Collipriett, near Tiverton, in the 
county of Devon), occaſioned, it is ſaid in my author, by a diffe- 
rence of opinion about baptiſing a child at Sampford Pevere), in ins 
Proteſtant or Roman Catholic way : the old men generally {up- 
ported the Roman Catholic religion and mode; the young men 
the Proteſtant cauſe and ſervice, introduced about this time, At 
length they came into open rebellion ; and the King's army taking 
many of them priſoners, ſeveral were hanged and quartered. 


The names of the ſeveral 3: chapels of eaſe that were in the 
town and pariſh of Tiverton at this time, viz. 
IN THE TOWN. 


St. Andrew's, now the bridewell, which gave name to the ſtreet 
ſo called. | 


29 On ſearching ſome years ſince under thoſe ſeats, we diſcovered a great number of 
human ſculls, and apparently the rubbiſh of ſome building. A fingle plank of timber 
only now covers the ſculls, &c. 


39 See Blundell's Memoirs; alſo Part I. General Hiſtory, of this period. It is not 
improbable to ſuppoſe Mr. Blundell to have been miſtaken, in writing Sampford Peverel 
for Sampford Courtenay ; at which place originated the reſiſtance to the great innovation 
of the preſent church liturgy and ſervice, which prcduced an almoſt general inſurrection 


againſt the government in the counties of Devon and Cornwall. See Vowell's Hiftory 
of Exeter. 


31 See Blundell's Memoirs and Hewett's Memoirs, compared with ** records, 
particularly Riſdon's Survey of Devon, and Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria. 


St. 
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St. Thomas the Apoſtle, now the town-houſe, the priſon, and A. p. 
the bank. | 155+: 
St. Peter's, upon the weſt ſide of the ſteps leading to Exbridge, 
near Chilcott's ſchool, in St. Peter's ſtreet, where the meeting- 


houſe now 1s. 
IN THE PARISH. | 


St. James, at Claviſhoven. | 
St. John Baptiſt, at Cove, in the portion of Pitt. 
St. Lawrence, at Eaſt Mare, in the portion of Tidcombe. 
St. James, near Seven Croſſes, in the portion of Priors. 
St. Matthew, at Palmer's, in the portion of Clare. 

St. Mary, in the village of Chettiſcomb. 

St. , at Weſtmanley. 

St. Bartholomew, in the village of Bolham. 

St. John, at Church Coombe, in the portion of Pitt. 
St. , at Verby, or Fairby. 

St, ——, at Tidcombe, parſonage houſe. 


About this time, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, the ſociety of 1556. 
32 weavers was firſt formed in Tiverton; a law having paſſed in © 
this reign for ſeparating the ſeveral artiſts in the woollen manu- 
facture, and to prevent engroſſing the ſeveral branches of it. 

A ſociety of fullers ſeems alſo to have been formed about this 
time. 


This year the pariſh 23 regiſter begins, with 1ſt January, 1559- 1560. 
60, or 1560, N. S. being the third year of the reign of Queen ©" 


32 I cannot find any record, either among the weavers, or fullers, or ſcribblers, of the 
time when either of their ſocieties was firſt formed ; but as the woollen manufacture 
was now in a thriving ſtate in Tiverton, I have little doubt of the forming the ſeveral 
ſocieties of theſe different artiſts about this period, in conſequence of the ſaid law. 


33 Carefully preſerved in the library of St. Peter's church. 
Elizabeth, 
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I Elizabeth, and appears to have been regularly kept to the preſent 
time. 

The firſt part of it, to the 13th November, 1608, is a fair copy, 
in a legible hand, by a Mr. John Weſt, miniſter of the church, 
who hath figned his name at the foot of every page. 

I ſuppoſe this copy was made from the firſt regiſter, perhaps leſs 

fair and legible, or otherwiſe injured. 


1570. About this time the building of the preſent good ſtone 34 bridge, 
Eun" of five arches, over the river Exe, was compleated, at the expence 


chiefly of Mr. Walter Tyrrell, mercer and linen-draper, of Ti- 
verton. 


REN The-35 chapel and alms-houſes on Willbrooke, for eight poor 


men, were built in the courſe of this year. 


1591. The 36 plague was in the town and pariſh of Tiverton, and pre- 
Elizabeth 


vailed ſo generally, and to ſo great a degree, that 551 perſons were 
buried this year, viz, from the 1ſt of January, 1591, to the 1ſt of 
January, 1592 ; about one perſon in nine of all the inhabitants of 
the pariſh at that time, and graſs generally grew in the ſtreets. It 


was firſt introduced by one William Waulker, a waulking man, 
or traveller. 


34 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 4. It doth not appear by any record or 
memoir whatſoever, that there was any bridge over the Exe, in Tiverton, before this. 


35 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 6, and Part V. Alms-houſes and Chapels. 
26 See Blundell's Memoirs, Pariſh Regiſter, and Hewett's Memoirs. 


On 
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On Monday the 3d of April, being market day, the town of 1598. 


Tiverton was 37 burnt. The fire broke out in a poor cottage, on 
the north ſide of Willbrooke, in the place where now ſtands the 
houſe in which Thomas Brice lives. It was occaſioned by a wo- 
man's frying pan-cakes with ſtraw. It began about one o'clock in 
the afternoon, and raged about an hour and half; in which time it 
conſumed 400 houſes, and ſeveral chapels, and deſtroyed 1 50,0001. 
value, in money, plate, and merchandize. What greatly added to 
this calamity was, that thirty-three 3* perſons, men, women, and 
children, periſhed in the flames ; together with a great number of 
market horſes, ſome in the ſtables and ſome in the ſtreets. 


37 See Pariſh Regiſter, alſo a little pamphlet, printed and publiſhed in London, at this 


time, 1598, called a Lamentable Cry from the Weſt, Hewett's and Blundell's Me- 
moirs, &c. 


38 See the Pariſh Regiſter, at the time of interment of the remains of the perſons 
burnt to death in this fire, whoſe names are preſerved, viz. 


Mr. Nicholas Hartnoll, butcher Chriſtopher, ſon of Edward Dalle 
Thomas Land, and Joan, wife of Edward Diſterton 
Joan, his wife Thomas, ſon of widow Sterton 

Mrs. Prowſe, widow Elizabeth, daughter of Francis Perkin 
Mary, wife of Martin Bere William, ſon of John Ellis 

Mary, wife of John Ellis Thomas, ; 

Pd daughter of John Weſt Hugh, | ons of Janne n 
Joan, daughter of Mr. Reed Elizabeth, daughter of John Bellamy 
Eleanor, daughter of George Slee Thomas, ſon of Philip Tucker 

Ralph Froſt, huſbandman Alice, ſervant to Robert Farmer 
Ellen, wife of Vincent Kingwell Joan, daughter of Mr. William Chilcott 
Old Alice, ſervant to widow Boubeer Thomas, ſon of widow Parker | 
Katharine, daughter of John Lock Joan, davghter of Elizabeth Webber 
Katharine the weaver, widow Hugh, ſon of widow Parkhoute 


Chriſtopher, ſervant to William Gregg Thomaſin, daughter of George Ramſter 
Richard Dyer, ſervant to widow Gover Joan Froſt 
Mary Morrel, ſervant to Nich. Hartnoll 


The 
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A. b. The 35 potwalladers elected two burgeſſes to repreſent the bo- 


25 i. rough of Tiverton, in the firſt parliament of King James I. They 


were returned by the portreeve. 

« Two burgeffes did 4 ſerve in parliament for the borough of 
Twyfordton; they were choſen by the votes of the potwalliners, 
before Tiverton was incorporated. 

« Note. The inhabitants of Weſtex, they have no votes in 
ſuch election.“ | | 


* 


1604, This year was compleated the building of Mr. Peter Blundell's 
James J. 4 free grammar ſchool, at the eaſt end of the town, for the in- 
ſtruction of boys, the children of the inhabitants of Tiverton, 
without coſt : a ſtrong and elegant ſtructure for the purpoſe, not 
equalled by any in the weſt of England. 


1610. About this time, it is probable, was built the ſtone bridge, of 
mes J. five arches, over the river Exe, at 4: Bickleigh; though I cannot 
find any authentic record of the building. 
At or before this time alſo muſt have been built the ſtone bridge, 
of two arches, over the river Lowman, at the 4* eaſt end of the 
town of Tiverton. ; 


And 
39 See Hewett's Manuſcript Memoirs. 


40 Norris's Taunton Journal, of 23d September, 1726. 


4 Blundell's Memoirs, Hewett's Memoirs, date on the ſchool-houſe, Prince's Wor- 
thies of Devon, Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 13, and Part V. Blundell's School. 


42 Though we have no record to ſay, that Bickleigh bridge and Lowman bridge were 
built at this time, yet it is highly probable, from the agreement between the pariſh of 
Tiverton and county of Devon, entered into for the repairs of ſuch bridges. See Oc- 
curence, date 1614. 

There 
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And this year was compleated the building of Mr. Robert 1617. 


Chilcott's #43 free ſchool, near the ſteps, on the weſt fide of St. * 


Peter's ſtreet, for the inſtruction of the children of the inhabitants 
of Tiverton, without coſt, in reading, writing, and arithmetic. 


mes 1. 


On Wedneſday, the 5th of Auguſt, the whole town of Tiver- 1612. 


ton was again 4+ burnt, except the church, caſtle, ſchool-houſes, 
alms-houſes, and about 30 poor dwellings, It broke out in the 
houſe of one Mr. Patey, afterwards called the Angel Tavern, oc- 
caſioned by the inattention and negligence of Mr. Patey's ſervant, 
who was dying wool. A boy coming into the dyehouſe fat two 
dogs. to fighting, which the ſervant minding, and careleſsly neg- 
lecting the furnace, the fuel that was in the dyehouſe caught fire, 
and raged fo violently, that it could not be extinguiſhed before 
600 houſes in the town were conſumed. | 

The loſs occaſioned by this dreadful] calamity, in houſhold goods, 
plate, money, cloth, wares, merchandizes, and proviſions, was com- 
puted in the value of 200,000 pounds, and was the means of ruining 
many thouſand people engaged in the woollen trade, which at the 
time was very conſiderable, and employed continually 8090 perſons, 


There was a common proverb among the people reſpecting the architect, which Mr. 
John Salter, now aged 87, communicated, viz. 
If Bickleigh bridge ſhould chance to ſtand, 
Then Hiram Martyr will be a man: 
If Bickleigh bridge ſhould chance to fall, 
Then Hiram Martyr muſt pay for all. 


43 See the date in front of the ſchool, and Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 15, 
Part V. Chilcott's School, Prince's Worthies of Devon, Blundell's and Hewett's, 
Memoirs. | 


44 Pariſh Regiſter, Blundell's Memoirs, Hewett's Memoirs, Part I. General Hiſtory, 
of this time, Appendix, No. 4. 
Hh h men, 
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men, women, and children; great numbers of whom were, upon 
this occaſion, diſperſed by the juſtices of the peace throughout 
Devonſhire. 


The inhabitants of Tiverton entered into an agreement at the 
quarter ſeſſions, held at the caſtle of Exon for the county of Devon, 
to repair the 45 bridges named in the note, by which they were 
exempted from contributing towards the repair of the other bridges 
in the county. 


On account of the antiquity and tradingãmportance of Tiverton, 
as well as on account of the late terrible fire, for the benefit of 
the inhabitants, King James the Firſt granted a 45 charter, this 
year, for the incorporating all the inhabitants, by the name of 
mayor and burgeſſes, with many privileges and immunities ; and 
Richard Hill, alias Spurway, was in conſequence appointed the 
firſt mayor. 


October 13th, fifty-three 47 houſes, in Tiverton, were thrown 
down and deſtroyed by a great flood of water. 


45 Lowman bridge, at the eaſt end of the town ; Lowman bridge, at the end of St. 
Andrew-ſtreet ; Willbrooke bridge ; Bickleigh bridge ; half of Cove bridge ; half of 
Langley bridge ; half of Worthy bridge ; and many other ſmall bridges, viz. all that 
were within the parifh of Tiverton. See Blundell's Memoirs. 


46 See Appendix, No. 5, and Part I. General Hiſtory ; alſo Manuſcript - Memoirs, 
by Oliver Peard, Eſquire, which informs us, that all the members of the common 
council, called the corporation, wore at firſt ſcarlet gowns officially ; but after the death 
of King Charles I. black gowns only. 


47 From a Manuſcript Diary of one Farmer Robert Roberts, who lived in an eſtate 


_ called North Coombe, in the pariſh of Stockley Pomeroy. 


On 
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On account of the plague raging much in the city of Exon, the 2 
43 aſſizes were held at Tiverton this year, in Mr. Blundell's ſchool- chae:1. 
houſe, when a Dutchman, for robbery, and one Comins, of 
Chevithorne, for ſheep-ſtealing, were hanged upon White-down, 


about two miles from Tiverton, leading to the town of Cul- 
lumpton. 


John Francis, Eſq. of Chevithorne barton, was the firſt perſon 1630. 
who kept a 49 coach in the pariſh of Tiverton, 189 888 


In the month of Auguſt, this year, Sir Allen Apſley and Major 1643. 
Buckingham came with a 3e party of horſe, for King Charles the Ie! 
Firſt, and attempted to enter the town of Tiverton : they were re- 
ſiſted by the inhabitants ſome time, by throwing ſtones, &c. upon 
which the horſemen fired upon the inhabitants; the people, ſeeing 
ſome of their partv drop, fled; in the purſuit one John Lock, a 
miller, was taken priſoner, and hanged by the ſaid troops, at the 
ſign of the White Horſe, on the north fide of Gold-ſtreet ; the 
officers and ſoldiers then plundered the town. 


43 See Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs; alſo Farmer Roberts's Diary, which ſays, 
that the judge's name was Dinham, and one Maſter Fry was High Sheriff of Devon. 

In the ſame Diary we have alſo information, that on the 13th of September, 1625, 
the Sheriff rode to Powderham caſtle, to meet King Charles I. and that, on the 12th 
of October, the ſame year, King Charles was at Plymouth, at a review of 30,000 . 
and to fee a fleet of 140 fail, which left Plymouth in his preſence. 


49 See Blundell's Memoirs. 


50 See Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs. In Farmer Roberts's Diary *tis ſaid, that 
in March, this year, Exon was beſieged by Sir Ralph Hopton and Prince Morrice. 


II h 2 In 
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1644. In the beginning of July, the 5* Earl of Eſſex paſſed through 
Charles I. . . 
Tiverton, with all-his forces. 
This year alſo an 5* epidemic diſorder reigned in the town and 7 
pariſh, called the ſweating ſickneſs: 443 perſons died in the year, 4 
about one perſon in ſeventeen of all the inhabitants of the pariſh, 
of which 105 were buried in the month of October. The town 


was ſo much deſerted, that graſs generally grew in the ſtreets and 
lanes. | 


Charles I. ; k k 
"paid, part of it advanced to Axminſter ; on which day a captain of 


the Lord Goring's army came in to join it with a troop of horſe, 


1645, On Monday, 13th October, General Fairfax's 53 army being 


51 This account alſo is taken from the Manuſcript Diary of Farmer Robert Roberts; 
under which article he hath” alſo written, that Mr. Thomas Lawrence, who came from 
Tiverton, reported to him, that the Earl had 350 and odd carriages, and of horſe be- 
longing thereunto for draught 2000. 

In another part he writes, that the laſt day of May the Queen came to Exon, and 
toke up Bedford houſe. In June the Queen lay in Crediton, at Mr. Tucker's houſe ; 
and from thence ſhee rode to Limſon, with all her troope. At the ſame time Prince 
Morriſh came to Crediton, with all his foreſes. Alſo, that on the 25th of July, this 


year, King Charles I. and Prince Charles were in the great e at Crediton, with 
his army. 


52 See Pariſh Regiſter, Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs, date 1646. This date is 


not conſiſtent with that in the Regiſter, which deſcribes the fatal effects of the ſickneſs 
in the year 1 644. 


$3 The above, I believe authentic, narrative of the approaches to, and taking the caſtle 

of Tiverton, by the parliament army, is drawn from Ruſhworth's Collection, Sprigge's 

England's Recovery, Letter from General Maſſey to Wm. Lenthall, Eſq. Speaker of the 

Houſe of Commons, Blundell's Memoirs, Journals of the Houſe of Commons, Hewett's 

Manuſcript Memoirs, and ſome other Manuſcripts in private hands, all compared toge- 
ther, and given 3 in the language of the ſeveral writers. 


as 
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as alſo one Colonel Connocke, late Governor of Tiverton; but for 
this latter, the General having been informed of his cruel behaviour 
in the country, whilſt he was Governor of that place, in torturing 
people, by burning them with matches, and otherwiſe cruelly uſing 
both men and women (in ſuch manner as is not fit to be men- 
tioned), he was required to depart the quarters of the parliament 
army, or to be proceeded againſt as a ſpy. 

Wedneſday, 15th. The General and the army marched from 
Honiton to Cullumpton, where the Lord Miller was, with 300 
dragoons, and ſome other horſe of the King's army, who, upon our 
approach, quitted their barracadoes and the town, and left their 
turnpikes ſtanding ; ſtrong parties purſued them, and took ſome 
priſoners, who confeſſed their party were. gone towards Tiverton : 
whereupon a council of war was . that night called, and Major- 
General Maſſey was deſired. to go with his horſe, and the brigade 
of foot, under the command of Colonel Weldon, to poſſeſs the 
town of Tiverton, and beſiege the caſtle, which accordingly he did. 

Friday, October 17th. A council of war was called for advice, 
whether. to march towards Exceſter, and ſo towards Plymouth, or 
take in Tiverton, as it lay upon a paſſe, and might much annoy the 
army to leave it behind them unreduced, or at leaſt unblock'd up; 
and if once taken, might be a magazine, and place of ſtrength and 
convenience, either to ſecure any thing in, or to retreat unto upon 
. occaſion : whereupon it was reſolved to make it their work to take 
in that place, and the rather, to inforce Goring's horſe to keep to 
the other fide of the river Exe; for the army being once poſſeſſed 
of that place, would be the better able to keep the enemy before 
them from breaking through. Whereupon this day, towards 
noon, the 54 General marched towards Tiverton, with a great 


54 Sir Thomas F airfax. 
part 


A 
164. 
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55 part of the army, leaving ſome horſe and foot at Bradninch, 
Silverton, and Columb John, within four miles of Exceſter; and 
accordingly, as was deſired, it ſacceeded, in that the enemy was 
inforced to draw all over the river Exe. 
* Major-General Maſſey, having been detached from the army as 
aforeſaid, had taken poſſeſſion of the town of Tiverton, made Mr. 
Blundell's ſcheol his head quarters, and ordered batteries to be 
raiſed againſt the church and caſtle. 

The next day, Saturday, October 18th, the General, being ar- 


rived, frequently viewed the works of the caſtle and church with 


General Maſſey, for the better directing the batteries and ap- 
proaches. A ſpie was this day let down from the caſtle by a rope, 
and being taken by the guards, threw his letter by the 55 water 
fide; on being threatened, he diſcovered where the letter was; 
which being taken and read, was found to be directed to Sir John 
Berkeley, Governor of Exeter, deſiring relief from him, and oo 
miſing to hold out to the laſt extremity. 

Sunday, October 19th, the General went early to ſee the bat- 
teries, and the ordnance being ready, a council of war was called, 
wherein it was determined to ſtorm the church, caſtle, and works; 
and whilſt the officers were in debate at the ſchool-houſe about the 
manner of the ſtorm, which was that afternoon to be executed, 


55 About 6000 men, horſe and foot. The Manuſcript in poſſeflion of Mr. Pullen, 


of Thorverton, ſays but 3000; Blundell ſays 6000 ; and Hewett ſays 6000, horſe and 
foot, in all, detached from the main army of the parliament. I knw not well how to 
reconcile theſe ſeveral authorities. The journaliſt above fays only a great part of the 
army; but that implies, by what follows, I think, the greateſt part; and * the 
number was not leſs than 6000, horſe and foot. 


56 It is not ſaid which water, the river Exe, on the weſt ſide of the caſtle, or the 
water in the moat ſurrounding, which was ſupplied by the town leat. 


the 
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the cannon, which had been playing hard againſt the works and 
caſtle, broke the chain of the draw-bridge in two, with a round 
ſhot; whereupon the bridge fell down acroſs the moat, and the 
ſoldiers immediately, without waiting for orders, ſeized the bridge, 
entered the works, and took poſſeſſion of the church-yard, which 
ſo terrified the enemy, that they quitted their cannon, and ſome of 
their poſts and 57 lines, and inſtantly fled into the church and 
caſtle. The ſoldiers purſued the enemy into the caſtle, and crept 
in at the church windows, the doors having been faſtened, and at- 
tacked them with great fury in both places, when they cried out 
in a lamentable manner for quarter, and ſurrendered themſelves 
priſoners : the ſoldiers plundered and ſtript moſt of them to their 
ſhirts, but gave them their lives. 'The Governor, who had before 
been ſummoned, but had peremptorily refuſed to hearken to any 
treaty of ſurrender, though he deſpaired of any relief, now ſhut 
himſelf up in his chamber, in the caſtle, and hung out a white 
flag for a parley; but ſuch was the fury of the ſoldiers, that it 
could not be attended to; yet when they got into the caſtle, and 
came to the place where he was, they gave him free quarter, upon 


his ſurrender. 


57 John Salter, now living in Tiverton, almoſt 87 years old, told me, that his 
grandfather remembered very well the fiege of the caſtle, and the operations of the 
war in the vicinity of Tiverton. That after the fiege the church-yard was ſtrewed 
over with bags of wool, which had been uſed for defence againſt the ſhot, and remained 
in that ſituation ſome time, as property that no perſon claimed. That his grandfather 
gave ſome men ſixpence to drag one of them to his houſe, which he uſed. Many other 
perſons did the fame; by which means all the wool was gradually carried off, 

This narrative he had from his father, who had often heard his father ſpeak of it; and 
I think the tale is far from being improbable. Great quantities of wool were uſed at 
that time in Tiverton, generally brought by the farmers, and lodged under the church- 
houſe, in a place called the Chapel, for ſale; from whence it might have been taken to 
form the lines, and means of defence above deſcribed. 


Thus 
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Thus the caſtle, 5* church, and works were taken, after a great 


ſlaughter ; and Sir Gilbert Talbot, the Governor, four majors, 
twenty other officers and gentlemen of note, and two hundred pri- 


vate ſoldiers, were taken priſoners ; with four pieces of cannon, 


thirty barrels of powder, other ammunition and arms, and many 


days proviſion. 

One remarkable inſtance is recorded in this ſiege : Mrs. Cu- 
nick, the nurſe, was killed by a cannon ball, in a round tower, on 
the north fide of the great gate, as ſhe held the Governor's child 
in her arms, which received no hurt. 

It is probable, that ſome of the garriſon eſcaped by retreating in 
the 59 covered way that led from the caſtle, many feet under 
ground, to the middle of the Fore-ſtreet, in Tiverton, which was 
wide enough for two men to walk a-breaſt, and opened at the Red 
Lion inn. The courſe of this way is at preſent unknown; per- 
haps filled up, or otherwiſe demoliſhed. 

Major é Sadler, one of the officers, taken priſoner, having been 
a deſerter from the parliament army, was executed afterwards at 
Exon. 


58 Thomas Rodd, the preſent pariſh clerk, to whom I have been obliged for ſome 
materials in the compiling theſe Memoirs, informed me, that when a boy he had found 
many muſquet balls in and about the veſtry and the church. 


59 See Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs. Thomas Rodd informed me, that in 
digging a grave ſome time ſince in the church-path, leading from St. Peter-ſtreet to the 
little door of the church, about five feet deep, a pavement was diſcovered, which was 
probably the arch of the ſaid covered way. 

Another ſuch pavement was diſcovered by the weſt wall of the church-yard, which 
probably covered another way from the caſtle to the town. 


6 In Sprigge's England's Recovery is a long account of the treachery of this man, 
which had many aggravating circumſtances, 
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EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. A. b. 
I 


& A letter from Mr. Ruſhworth, from Tiverton, of the igth we 
Ogober, 1645, concerning the taking of that garriſon, and the 
caſtle there, with the ordnance, ammunition, commanders and ſol- 
diers there, by ſtorm, was this day read. 

« Ordered, That on the next Lord's day, whereon thanks are 
ordered to be given unto God for the many ſucceſſes it hath pleaſed 
God to give the parliament's forces, this great bleſſing of God's 
delivering into the hands of the parliament Tiverton and the caſtle 
may be remembered, and thanks given unto God for this bleſſing 
alſo, the manner of taking thereof being very remarkable. 

«« Ordered, That the committee of the Weſt do forthwith pay 
unto the two meſſengers that brought this good news of the taking 
in of Tiverton, the ſum of 151.; to the meſſenger that lives at 
Blandford, the ſum. of 101. and to the other 51.” 


This year the ſummer i aſſizes was held at Mr, Blundell's 1649. 
ſchool, in Tiverton. The judges names were, the Lord Chief nne 
Baron Wild, and Mr. Juſtice Rigby: the former ſat in the fives- 
place, in the ſchool-houſe green ; and the latter in the deſk of the 
higher ſchool. | 

This year alſo, upon the death of King Charles I. the goth 
January, the members of the corporation changed their 62 dreſs 


from ſcarlet to black gowns. 


61 See Blundell's and. Hewett's Memoirs. They have not ſaid what occaſioned the 
aſſizes to be held in Tiverton. 


62 Manuſcript in poſſeſſion of Mr. Philip Pullen, of Thorverton, wrote by Oliver 
Peard, Eſq. | 


It October 
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A.D. October 24th, the firſt couple were 53 married, before William 
If 0182 London, Mayor of the town, conformable to the act of parliament 
| — paſſed for that purpoſe, to take place 29th September, 1653. 


1653. This year was finally © determined, by a decree of the Court of 
. Chancery, dated 28th June, the cauſe which had been long in liti- 
' gation reſpecting the tolls of the market of Tiverton, between the 
10 truſtees for the poor, and the families who poſſeſſed the eſtates of 
N the Courtenays, Earls of Devon, and Lords of this manor, who had 
ſeized and held the tolls of the market, which had been given by 
the ſecond Hugh 655 Courtenay, Earl of Devon, for the benefit of 
the poor of Tiverton, under a pretence of their n. to the 
ſaid eſtates. 

The decree appears to have been a ſort of compromiſe, directing 


Sir John Trelawny to aſſign to the truſtees for the poor, all his 


63 See Pariſh Regiſter; copy of which follows: 
e Joſhua Furſley and Margaret Hollbiam, their contract of marriage were publiſhed 
in our church, or meeting place, three ſeveral Lord's days, viz. the qth October, 16th 
and 23d, and no exception nor oppoſition againſt the ſaid contract. They were married 
24th day of October, by the Right Worſhipfull William London, Maior, in the pre- 
ſence of John Hatſwill, Robert Smyth, Joane Multon, and me, Henry King.“ 
Henry King was appointed Regiſter by the following order :—< I do hereby authorize 
l and appoint Henry King, of Tiverton, to be Regiſter within the town and pariſh of 
Tiverton, and county of Devon, lawfully ſworn by the inhabitants of Tiverton, in pur- 
ſuance of an act of parliament, intitled, © an act touching marriages, and the regiſtering 5 
thereof, and alſo touching births and burials, under my hand this 20th day of Sep- | 
tember, 1653. WILLIAu LonpDoy, Maior.“ 


0 „ 


64 See the copies of Sir John Trelawny's and William Spurway's deeds, in the Pariſh 


Record of Nonations, alſo Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 35, 43, 46, and 52, and 
Hewett's Memoirs. 


65 Part III, Liſt of Donations, No. 2, and Part II. date 1340. 
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right or claim to the ſaid tolls, for a ſtipulated ſum, which was A. D. 
greatly ſhort of the valne, ſuppoſing his claim to have been per- 1 
fectly clear aud juſt. William Spurway, who had before aſſigned 
his eighth part to the ſaid truſtees, for a much larger ſum in pro- 
portion, ſeemed to have been aware of the conſequences of ſuch 
decree, and therefore made the moſt of it before it paſſed. John 
Weſt and Thomas Leigh generouſly gave their ſhares, agreeably to 
the original deſign of the ſaid Earl of Devon. 

This matter had been once before determined, viz. in 1621, by 
the Biſhop of Lincoln, then Lord Keeper, in favour of the poor ; 
the truſtees for whom, John Blundell, Roger Coleman, George 
Waldron, Eſquires, &c. held the poſſeſſion of the tolls five years, 
when they were, by ſome means, wreſted from them by the ſaid 
families, ſome of whom held them till the decree above mentioned. 

The ſuits for recovery of theſe tolls for the benefit of the poor, 
appear to have been ſupported by generous voluntary 's ſub- 


ſcriptions. 


This year the e market day was changed from Monday to 1655. 
Tueſday. | | ban 


Cromwell. 
This year alſo five members of the corporation were turned out 
of that body, by the és order of John Lord Deſborough, Lord 
| Lieutenant 


66 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 28. 


67 Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs. 


63 Copy of a letter from the Lord Deſborough to Thomas Fowler, Eſq. Mayor ot 
Tiverton. 


Mr. Mayor. — Sir, 
« I have received ſundry informations againſt John Dey man, Aquila Skinner, George 
Waldron, Thomas Prowſe, and Thomas Hartnoll, members of your corporation, 
Ii2 wherein 
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A.D. Lieutenant of the county, for their ſcandalous lives and diſaffected 

1955: principles to the government. Their names were John Deyman, 
Aquila Skinner, George Waldron, Eſq. Thomas Prowſe, and 
Thomas Hartnoll; and five others choſen to fill their places, by 
the ſame order, namely, Samuel Foot, William Berry, Henry Fitz- 
williams, William Wood, and Peter Bere, junior. 


2657. A convenient © market-croſs was built in the Fore-ſtreet of 
Iver , 


Cromwell Tiverton. 


1661. On the 12th of November, this year, about two o'clock in the 
Charles 


11, morning, a fire broke out in a houſe in Weſtex, near Mr. Skinner's 
mills; and the wind blowing hard ſouth weft, it conſumed, in leſs 
than three hours, 45 dwellings, beſides outhouſes and ſhops ; as 
likewiſe houſhold goods, working tools, and other materials be- 
longing to the inhabitants, whoſe 70 lofles amounted to upwards of 


wherein they are ſcandalous in their lives, or enemies to the common wealth; which 
-indeed is a diſhonour to God, a ſcandal to the government, and a burden to the well- 
affected. For the preventing of which, I am to remove ſuch whitherſoever 1 find them, 
either. in magiſtracy or places of truſt ; and being unwilling to make them public' ex- 
amples, I thought a private diſmiſſion fitter. Wherefore, pray ſignify this unto them; 
and that you make choice of others in their rooms or places, as the act of government 
direct you thereunto. And if any of the perſons above mentioned do refuſe to yield 
obedience hereunto, then you are to give me an account thereof, that I may take an 
effectual courſe for the ſame. Being all at preſent from your affectionate friend, 


« Exon, March 16, 1655. « ſoun DESBOROUGH.” 
See Blundell's Memoirs. 


69 Manuſcript in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Pullen, Thorverton. 
Do See Brief, granted by King Charles II. dated 29th January, 1662, N. 8. 
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27701. This was commonly called 7* Camp's fire. The ſufferers 
were chiefly cloth-workers, fullers, weavers, and other artificers. 


May 19th, the ſexton, 72 in digging a grave for William London, 
of Howden, in the chancel of St. Peter's church, found a lead 
coffin, almoſt conſumed, ſuppoſed to belong to one of the family 
of Rivers, heretofore Earls of Devon. 


In September, this year, a 73 fire broke out on the ſouth ſide of 
Gold-ſtreet, in the dead of night, at the houſe of one William 
Jones, which burnt three houſes, and two of the ſaid Jones's 
children, It was very near the pound. 


November 2oth, this year, King Charles II. granted a ſecond 


34 charter to the town of Tiverton, appointing Henry Blagdon, 
Eſq. 


71 From the houſe in which the fire broke out, where one widow Camp lived. 
72 Hewett's Memoirs. See Part II. Hiſtory of the I. ords of the Manor. 
23 Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs. 


74 Hewett's Memoirs, and Manuſcript in poſſeſſion of Mr. Pullen, of Thorverton. 

It appears by this memoir, that the members of the corporation of Tiverton, like 
thoſe of many other chartered corporate bodies, ſurrende ed their charter to King Charles 
IL. who returned it to them this year, and made the renewal equivalent to the granting 
a new charter, ſeveral members and officers being appointed by it, that were not mem- 
bers by that ſurrendered. 

This political ſcheme. to engage the corporatic as to ſurrender their charters, and to 
receive ſuch new ones as the Eiug ſhould be pleaſed to grant, was highly injurious to the 
liberties of the people, as it implied an acknowledgment, that their liberties depended on 
the favour of the K ir g, and conſequently formed the pretenſion to govern with abſolute 


power in future, which was the ultimate deſign of Charles. 
; The 


193 


A. D. 
1661. 


1669. 


N 


1676. 
Charles 
II. 


1683. 
Charles 
II. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


1085 Eſq. to be Mayor; Chriſtopher Monk, Duke of Albemarle, Re- 


3 corder; Sir Peter Prideaux, Sir Hugh Acland, William Coleman, 
Eſq. Richard Blundell, Eſq. Samuel Foote, Eſq. Mr. Arthur 
Culme, and others, members of the corporation. They wore black 
gowns three years. 


The river 75 Exe, between the upper town of Tiverton and 
Weſtex, was frozen ſo hard, that the inhabitants paſſed to and fro 
over the ice for ten weeks together, this year. 


About the month of Auguſt, a diſſenting miniſter's 7% head was 
L fed upon the market croſs of Tiverton, in the Fore-ſtreet, oppo- 
ſite Hammett's lane; and two quarters of thoſe men that had been 
in the Duke of 7: Monmouth's army, and were taken priſoners, 


and 


The tories were generally very ready blindly to ſubmit to the will of the court ; there- 
fore the charters of ſuch corporate bodies were returned, like that of Tiverton, without 
much alteration, whilſt others had the privileges originally granted by them curtailed and 
regulated, according to the good pleaſure of the court, or arbitrary will of the King. 

Thus, however ſtrange it may appear, the Engliſh themſelves ſurrendered to Charles 
II. thoſe very rights and privileges, which they had defended ſo earneſtly, and with ſo 
much bravery, againſt the attempts of Charles I. 


75 Hewett's Memoirs. 


76 Blundell's Memoirs ſay only a man's head. Mr. Hewett informs us, that he was 
a diſſenting miniſter, who probably had been active in the reſiſtance to the bigotted, 
cruel, and deſpotic government of James II. 


77 Theſe men having been executed in conſequence of their exertions in defence of 
civil and religious liberty, and adherence to the cauſe of the unfortunate Duke of Mon- 
mouth, a ſhort account of his expedition, the battle of Sedgemoor, and fatal effects to 
thoſe concerned, will not be judged, I hope, quite foreign to the ſubject of theſe 
Memoirs, | 


« James, 
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end of the town, near Down's lane, the other at the firſt croſs way ? 


leading 


cc James, Duke of Monmouth, natural ſon of King Charles II. by Miſs Lucy Waters, 
or (as ſome ſay) his legitimate ſon by the ſame lady, who had been married to the King 
in Holland, at the ſolicitations of the Engliſh exiles in Holland, agreed with the Earl of 
Argyle to invade England, at the ſame time that he landed in Scotland. 

« He accordingly failed out of the Texel on May 24, 1685; and after having been 
detained nineteen days at ſea, landed at Lyme, in Dorſetſhire, on June 11, with about 
eighty followers, who, by the coming in of the people from the welt, were ſoon increaſed 
to an army of 2000. On the 18th he came to Taunton, where he was received with 
loud acclamations ;* and his forces ſtill conſiderably increaſing, he took on him the 
title of King, and was proclaimed at Taunton, on the 20th, by the name of James II. 
The next-day he marched to Bridgewater, and was there received and proclaimed as at 
Taunton, his army now conſiſting of about 5000 ; but they were moſt of them raw and 
undiſciplined men, and he wanted proper officers to command them, ſcarce any but the 
lower ſort of people having joined him. His pretended reign was but very ſhort ; for, 
after an excurſion towards Briſtol a few days, he retreated again to Bridgewater, and en- 
gaging the King's forces at Sedgemoor, near Bridgewater, on July 6, he was entirely 
defeated. The approach of the King's forces, under the command of the Earl of 
Feverſham, was firſt diſcovered by Mr. William Sparke, a farmer of Chedzoy, who was 
at that time on the tower, and, by the aſſiſtance of a glaſs, ſaw them coming down 
Sedgemoor. One Richard Godfrey, of the ſame pariſh, was immediately diſpatched to 
Weſton Zoyland, to take a nearer obſervation ; who, having informed himſelf of their 
ſtrength, and the order of their encampment, ran to Bridgewater to appriſe the Duke. 
A conſultation being held, it was determined to aſſault the royal camp in the dead of the 
night. Accordingly, on Sunday the 5th of July, a little before midnight, the Duke's party 
marched out of Bridgewater, taking Godfrey with them for a guide, who conducted 
them through a private lane at Brandney (known at this day by the name of War-lane), 
and paſſing under Deaſy-farm, brought them at length into North-moor, directly in the 
rear of the King's army. Unluckily for the Duke, at this juncture a piſtol was fired by 
ſome perſon unknown, which alarming the enemy, they ſoon put themſelves in a poſture 
to receive the attack. 


« 'The 


* Among others, twenty-ſix young ladies went in proceſſion, and preſented him with a ſet of co- 
lours, made by the inhabitants; one of them marched before, with a drawn ſword in one hand, and a 
ſmall curious bible in the other, which ſhe preſented alſo, making a ſhort ſpeech, with which the Duke 
was much pleaſed, and aſſured her, he came to defend the truths therein, and to ſeal it with his biood, 
if neceſſary. 


2 
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and executed at Taunton, were fixed, one upon a pole at the eaſt A. p. 


685, 
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A. P. leading to the town of Bampton ; and two other quarters upon two- 
9. 


other poles, one at Mr. Waldron's alms-houſe, the other at the 
ſouth end of Weſtex, near Mr. Skinner's mills. 


Digging 


& The action began on Monday morning, between one and two of the clock, and 
continued near an hour and half. Sixteen only of the King's ſoldiers were killed (as ap- 
pears from a memorandum entered at the time in the pariſh regiſter at Weſton), five of 
whom were buried in Weſton church, and eleven in the church-yard. Above one hun- 
dred were wounded, and among them Louis Chevalier de Miſiere, a French gentleman, 
who died of his wounds, and lies buried in the church at Middlezoy. ' On the part of 
the Duke, three hundred were killed in the field of battle, and five hundred taken pri- 
ſoners, of whom ſeventy- nine were wounded. They were all confined in Weſton 
church, where five of them died of their wounds. About five hundred more were taken 


| priſoners in the purſuit, and upwards of five hundred were apprehended afterwards by 


the civil officers and others. 

« Immediately after the battle, the Earl of Feverſham ordered twenty-two of the pri- 
ſoners to be hanged on the ſpot ; four of whom (to uſe the words of the regiſter above 
mentioned) were “ hanged in gemmaceſs,” i. e. in chains. I he fate of one man in 
particular is too extraordinary to be paſſed over. This perſon, , who was remarkably 
ſwift of foot, was prevailed upon, on condition of being pardoned, to entertain the Ge- 
neral with an inſtance of his agility. Accordingly, having ſtripped himſelf naked, a 
halter was put round his neck, and the oppoſite end of it was faſtened to the neck of a 
horſe. They ſtarted at a place called Buſſexſhrine, and ran from thence to Brintsfield- 
bridge, a diſtance ſomewhat exceeding half a mile, ; and though the horſe went at full 
ſpeed, the man kept pace with him the whole way. But notwithſtanding this exertion 
of his ability, and the terms of the agreement, the inhuman General ordered him to be 
hung with the reſt. | | 

* The barbarity of the ſoldiers, who were employed in burying the ſlain, was yet greater. 
Several unfortunate men of the Duke's party, who lay wounded on the field, were thrown 
into the earth with the dead; and ſome of them endeavouring, with the little ſtrength 
they had left, to crawl out of their graves, were prevented by the unfeeling ſoldiers, who 
diſpatched them with their ſpades. | 

« 'I henext day a new ſcene of {laughter was opened at Taunton, where nineteen pri- 
foners were hanged and quartered on the Cornhill, by order of General Kirk, who cauſed 
their bowels to be burnt, and their mangled limbs to be boiled in pitch, and ſet up in the 
ſtreets and highways. This execution was followed by ſeveral others of the like kind. 

| „ The 
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Digging in the place where vs Cranmore caſtle ſtood, many hu- 4A b. 
man bones were found, ſuppoſed to be the remains of thoſe men — 
that had been lain in a battle there in the reign of King Edward 
VI. Many muſquet balls alſo were picked up near the ſame place. 

This ſpot is now converted into tillage ground. An old chapel 
formerly ſtood on the ſouth-eaſt end of the path cloſe, adjoining to 


the cauſeway cloſe. 


This year alſo the 19 potwalladers of the borough returned the 
two burgeſſes for parliament. 


| November oth, Captain % Cunningham, commander of a troop 1688. 
of horſe belonging to the Prince of *: Orange's army (which landed * 


at 


The whole of thoſe that died on this occaſion, either in battle, in priſon, or by 
the hands of the executioner, and thoſe that otherwiſe ſuffered in their perſons or for- 
* amounts to more than two thouſand.“ 
Locke's Hiſtory of the Weſtern Rebellion, printed 1782. 
For more particulars of this expedition, and the wretched conſequences, ſee Pitt's 
Bloody Aſſizes, printed in London, 1693, and Toulmin's Hiſtory of Taunton. 
The unfortunate Duke, who had fought ſtoutly for ſome time at the head of the 
foot, was two days after the fight found in a ditch, covered with fern, with ſome green 
peas in his pocket; conducted afterwards to the tower of London, and beheaded 15th 
July, receiving five ſtrokes of the ax before his head was ſevered from his body.“ 
Kimber's Hiſtory of England. 


73 Blundell's Memoirs. 
79 Hewett's Memoirs, 


8 Blundell and Hewett both agree in the particulars of this memoit. 


81 J hope it will not be unacceptable to the readers of theſe Memoirs, to ſec the fol- 
| lowing ſhort hiſtory of the expedition of the Prince of Orange, as the conſequences were 
fo important to this kingdom. 

4 K k *« Every 
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at Brixham, in Torbay, the 5th of this month), coming to Tiver- 
ton, and ſecing the aforeſaid miniſter's head on the market croſs, 
and 


i Every thing being ready for the projected expedition, the Prince of Orange went into 
the aſſembly of the States General the 16th October, to take a ſolemn leave of them. 


This was done in ſo tender and moving a manner, that both himſelf and the States 
melted into tears. He embarked the 19th October, on a frigate of about thirty guns. 
The fleet conſiſted of 50 men of war, 25 frigates, as many fire-ſhips, with near 400 
victuallers, and other veſſels, for the tranſportation of above 4000 horſe, and 10,000 


foot. The moſt conſiderable of the Engliſh, who accompanied the Prince, were the 


Earls of Shrewſbury and Macclesfield, the Lords Mordaunt, Wiltſhire, Paulet, Elan, 
Dunblain, Admiral Herbert, Mr. Herbert, Colonel Sidney, Mr. Ruſſel, Sir Rowland 
Gwin, Major Wildman, Dr. Burnett, Mr. Harbord, Mr. Ferguſon, and many others 


leſs known. The Prince had with him, beſides the general officers of the Dutch forces, 


Count Schomberg, Marſhal of France, who had laſt ſerved the Elector of Brandenburg, 
Count Charles his ſon, Monſieur Caillemote, younger ſon of the Marquis of Rouvigny, 


and about 300 French officers, who had lett their country for their religion. Admiral 


Herbert led the van of the fleet, Vice Admiral Evertzen brought up the rear, and the 
Prince placed hlmſelf in the main body, carrying a flag with Engliſh colours, and their 


Highneſſes arms ſurrounded with this motto, © The Proteſtant Religion and Liberties of 


England ;* and underneath, the motto of the houſe of Naſſau, Je Maintiendrai, I 
will maintain. : | | 

This numerous fleet had been but few hours under fail, when ſuddenly the wind 
coming more weſterly, there aroſe ſuch a ſtorm, that in leſs than two hours the whole 
fleet was ſo diſperſed, that the next day ſcarce two ſhips could be ſeen together. The 
ſtorm continued two days, during which time the ſhips endeavoured to gain, ſome one 
port, ſome another. Many were driven northward, and could not reach the appointed 
rendezvous till eight days after. Nevertheleſs, the damage was fo inconſiderable, that 
there was properly only loſs of time. | 

« The damage having been repaired, in eleven days the Prmee embarked again on a 
new veſſel called the Brill, the firſt November, in the afternoon ; and the fleet at firſt 


ſteering northward, it was thought the deſign was to land ſomewhere in the north of 


England ; and Dr. Burnett fays, the firſt ſcheme was to anchor in the mouth of the 
Humber. But during the night, whether the Prince had changed his mind, or was hin- 
dered from purſuing this courſe by a violent eaſt wind, all the fleet ſteered towards the 
weſtern coaſts of England; after which they ſhortened fail, for fear of accidents in the 
nizht, "The next morning the fleet failed -towards the channel, without meeting any 


Engliſh | 
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and the quarters of the other men on the poles, ordered John An 
I . 


Cutver, the mayor's beadle, to take them all down, which was 
done ; 


Engliſh ſhip, and in their paſſage diſcovered the coaſts of Eſſex and Kent. The 3d 
November the fleet entered the channel, and lay by between Calais and Dover, to ſtay 


for the ſhips that were behind. Here the Prince called a council of war. It is eaſy to 
imagine what a glorious ſhow the fleet made; 5 or 600 ſhips, in ſo narrow a channel, 


extending within a league of the land on each ſide, 25 deep, the flanks and rear guarded 
by the men of war, and both the Engliſh and French ſhores covered with numberleſs. 
ſpectators. The fleet continued in this ſituation ſome hours; the trumpets and drums 
playing various tunes, rejoicing the hearts of all on board. For my part,” ſays Monſieur 
Rapin de Thoyras, who was then on board the fleet, © I own it ſtruck me extremely.” 
« The 4th November, being Sunday, and the Prince's birth-day, now 38 years of 
age, was by him dedicated to devotion, the fleet ſtill continuing their courſe in order to 
land at Dartmouth or Torbay : but in the night, whether by the violence of the wind, 
or the negligence of the pilot, the fleet was carried beyond the deſired ports, without a 
poſſibility of putting back, ſuch was the fury of the wind. This accident gave them 


the melancholy proſpect of being forced to fail on to Falmouth, or ſome other incon- 


venient place : but ſoon after, the wind turned to the ſouth, which happily carried the 
fleet into Torbay, the moſt convenient place for landing the horſe of any in England. 

« Upon his arrival at Torbay, the people on land, in great numbers, welcomed his 
Highneſs with loud acclamations of joy- 2 5 
Immediately after, the Prince made two ſignals for the admirals to come on board 
him, which they did. He then ordered, that the whole fleet ſhould come to an anchor, 
and immediately land the troops; and further ordered, that the admirals ſhould ſtand 
out to fea as a guard, the ſmaller men of war to attend the landing, and ſix men of war 
to run in and guard Torbay. 

« The Prince then hung out a red flag at the miſen yard-arm, and provided to land 
in ſixty boats, laid ready for that purpoſe ; when he directed that General Mackay, with 
his fix regiments of Engliſh and Scotch, ſhou!d firſt land; and alſo, that the little Porpus, 
with 18 guns, ſhould run a- ground to ſecure their landing but there was no oppoſi- 
tion; for the people bid us heartily welcome to England, and gave us all kinds of 
proviſions for our refreſhment. 

„On the 5th November, a day never to be blotted out of the Engliſhman's heart, 
the forces were landed, which was done with ſuch diligence and tranquility, that the 
whole army was on ſhore before night. 'The next morning the wind, turning weft, 
blew ſo tempeſtuouſly, that had the landing been deferred a few hours, probably it would 

KK 2 not 
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A. P. done; and the remains of theſe friends of civil and religious li- 


1688. 


berty were decently * buried near the little door of the pariſh 
church. 


About 


not have been poſſible to diſembark the troops. This wind prevented the Lord Part- 
mouth, who was come in fight of the Dutch fleet, irom attacking it, and obliged him 
to go into Portſmouth. | 

et was thus the Prince of Orange landed in England, without any oppoſition, the 
sth of November, whilſt the Engliſh were ce ebrating the memory of cheii de.iverance 
from the powder plot, about 80 years before. 

« The ſame day the Prince commanded Captain — to fearch che ady Cu 8 
houſe, at Tor- abbey, for arts and horſes; and ſo all cther houſes, of which ine inha- * 
bitants were Roman Catholics. ' he Lad, eite tained them civilly, and laid, her huſ- 
band was gone to Plymouth. They brought fron: thence ſome horſes, and a few arms, 
but gave no further diſturbance to the Lady or her houſe. 't here was a prieſt, and 
ſome others with him, upon a watch-tower, to diſcover what our fleet was, whether 
French or Dutch : at laſt they diſcovered the white flags on ſome of our men of war; 
the ignorant prieſt concluded abſolutely ours was the French fleet, which, with great 
impatience, they had ſo long expected, and had laid up much proviſion for their enter- 
tainment, The prieſt ordered all to the chapel, to ſing Je Deum for the arrival of their 
fuppoſed friends; but being ſoon undeceived, on our landing, we found the benefit of 
their proviſions, all having run away, except the Lady and a few old ſervants. 

« "The Prince's army, conſiſting of about 20,000 men, horſe, foot, volunteers, &c. 
marched from T'orbay about noon the next day, in very rainy weather and bad roads ; 
their baggag e, proviſions in general, and ammuntion, were ſent by ſea to Topſham, ard 
from thence: conveyed by water to Exeter. I he ſoldiers, before they landed, were or- 
dered to bring three days bread with them, and they carried their tents themſelves ; but 
the office rs, even the moſt conſiderable, were in a very uneaſy ſituation, at their firſt en- 
campment, being wet to che ſkin, and having neither clothes for change, nor bread, nor 
hci ſes, nor ſervants, ror other bed than the earth, all drenched with rain, their baggage 
being yet in the ſhips. tad this ſituation laſted rwo days more, the officers, as well 
principal as ſubaltern, would have been reduced to great extremities. Eut the Prince 
did all that was in his power to procure them refreſhment : he ordered horſes, carriages, 
and proviſ.ons from the neighbouring country; and in this ttate pul iued his march to 
Exeter, about twenty miles from orbay. 


On Friday, the gth of 'ovember, the Prince rode into Exeter, with his guards. 
The horlenien were well mounted, 


* On 
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About this time the manufacture of mixed and ſhaded worſted A D. 
a . 169 
8 ſerges was firſt introduced to Tiverton, and became, in the courſe wii 


'of III. 
Ol Mary II. 


« On Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tueſday, the main body of the army came 
on, and (except a few regiments which were ſent to Tiverton, Culiumpton, Honiton, 
and the neighbowing pariſhes) encamped on Cliſt-heath. 

he Prince, now at Exeter, found not the encouragement he expected. The 
Biſhop, Dr. Lamplugh, on the firſt news of his landing, poſted to court, where he was 
rewarded with the archbiſhoprick of York. The Mayor, who had imprifoned his 
meſſenger, received him coldly, declaring himſelf bound by his oath to the Ting. 

The Sunday after the Prince's arrival at Exeter, Dr. Burnett mounted the pulpit, 
in the cathedral, and prezched from the four laſt verſes of the 107th pſalm (He pou: eth 
conten pt upon princes, and cauſeth them to wander in the wilderneſs, Where there is 
no way : yet ſetteth he the poor on high from affliction, and maketh him families like a 
flock. he righteous ſhall fee it, and rejoice ; and all iniquity fhall ſtop her mouth. 
V hoſo is wife, and will obſerve thoſe things, even they ſha | underſtand the loving kind- 
neſs of the lord). He afterwards read the Prince's declaration, a ſhort prayer for his 
ſucceſs, and then departed. All the canons, and part of the congrezation, left the 
church, not to be preſent at the reading. 

Monday Capt. Burrington, who lived by Crediton, came to the rince, offered him 
his ſervice, and was very kirdly received by him. But the l'rince remained in Exeter 
nine days, without being joined by any perſon of diſtinction. Afterwards, indeed, the 
principal gentlemen from all parts of Devon, Somerſet, &c. flocked to him in great 
numbers; among theſe was Sir Edward Seymour, by whoſe advice an aſſociation was 
drawn up, and ſigned by all perſons then with the Prince, or who afterwards repaired to 
mim. It was likewiſe ſent to ſeveral other parts of the kingdom, and ſigned by great 


From this time the face of the Prinet's affairs, who left Exeter to march to Saliſ- 
bury, was entirely changed : every day. brought him perſons diſtinguiſhed by their birth, 
eſtates, or employments.”” 


Cullecled from papers printed in 1689, Rapin's Hiſtory of England, &c. &c. 


32 This manufacture was at firſt very profitable ; the kerſey manufaRture gradually 
ſunk before it, and was in a few years finally expelled by it. I cannot find that any 
kerſeys were manufactured in | iverton later than the year-1710. Mr. Cock, who lived 
in the moſt northern houſe of the weſt ſide of Peter-ſtreet, appears to have been the laſt 
manufacturer of them; and one ſohn Salter is ſaid to have made the firit piece of mixed 
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of 20 years, the principal ſource of employ, not only of the in- 
habitants of Tiverton, but of all the adjoining towns and villages 
within the compaſs of ten or twelve miles round. 


This year a 5 rate for raiſing a militia in the town and pariſl: 
of Tiverton was made, at the following proportion : every eſtate 
of land or houſes, valued at gol. per ann. was obliged to provide 
one ſoldier, properly accoutred ; and every perſonal eſtate, valued 
in the ſum of 6o0ol. was obliged to provide one ſoldier, properly 
accoutred, Eſtates, real or perſonal, cf leſſer value, were united, 
to the ſum or value above, to provide one ſuch ſoldier, and each 
contributed proportionately, The number of men directed by go- 
vernment to be raiſed for the town and pariſh of Tiverton, was 50 
horſemen, and 108 foot ſoldiers. 


On the 8th September, an #4 oats wood was felt in Weſtex, 
which did no damage. 


On 1 ths 8th December, this ſame year, the water of the river 
*4 Exe roſe ſo high as to overflow the ſtreets of Weſtex near four 


feet deep, and did great damage, by throwing down walls and 
houſes. - 


ſerge for the Dutch market. The cloſe connection between England and Holland, 
formed by the coming over of the Prince of Orange to the government of theſe king- 
doms, was probably one cauſe of the great encouragement this manufacture received at 
firſt, and the great advantages attending it during King William's reign. 


$3 Taken from the original rate, now in the cheſt at the hoſpital. This plan for 
raiſing a militia was adopted from one formed by Oliver Cromwell, in the year 1650; 
the rate for which year I found, but too much worm-eaten to be read throughout. 


4 Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs, 
At 
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At the time of this flood, a little girl, about four years old, ac- 


cidentally fell into the water, and was carried through the ſewer, 
under the bakehouſe, adjoining Exe-bridge, where Nicholas Poole 
then lived, near thirty-ſix feet under ground, and from the open- 


ing twenty feet more into the main river, where ſhe held by a 
wear ſtake, which ſome perſons perceiving, went ſoon and took 


her out of the water. She was named Grace Vanſtone, and 


was living at the time this was firſt recorded to atteſt the truth 


of it. 


In the month of December, this year, John How, Eſq. Mayor, 


John Ivey, Eſq. Juſtice, and others, members of the corpo- 
ration of Tiverton, leaſed 5 30 acres of the common of Elmore 
unto ſeveral different perſons ; the produce for the benefit of the 
poor. 


In the month of December, the river Lowman *5 overflowed its 
banks, and the water roſe ſo high, that the boys rowed about in 
tubs and trundles in Mr. Peter Blundell's ſchool and green. 
This flood did great damage, by throwing down walls, houſes, &c. 


in the town and pariſh of Tiverton. 
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3 Hewett's Memoirs. See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 65. This was but 


the fourth part of the original gift to the poor ; though, by the grant of King William 
and Queen Mary, the members of the corporation, as truſtees, were directed to recover 
the whole, for the future advantage of the crown, as a condition of their having the 
leaſe, for 99 years, for the benefit of the poor. 


36 Blundell's Memoirs. 


The 
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yy The * organ, of common metal pipes, was erected this year, in 
* 
wilam the loft (raiſcd at the ſame time over the ſkreen) in St. Peter's 


11. church, by the ſubſcriptions of the gentlemen of the town and 
pariſh, 


1608. This year an ® act of parliament was obtained for etecting an 
WII. hoſpital, or workhouſes, within the pariſh, and for the better em- 


ploying and maintaining the poor. 

The hoſpital was compleatly *9 finiſhed in 1 1704. The ſtones 
for the building were dug from a quarry, at the head of Down's 
lane; the bricks made in a field adjoining the building; and the 
deals bought of Mr. George Thorne, We have no exact account 
of the 9? colt. 


:599, A convenient 9* market houſe, for the ſtanding and ſale of corn, 
9111.“ was built this year, on the weſt fide of Bampton- ſtreet. 


37 The firſt mention of an organ, which we find (in our northern hiſtories at leaſt), 
is in the annals of 757, when Conſtantine Cupronymus, Emperor of the Eaſt, ſent to 
Pepin, King of France, among other rich preſents, a muſical machine, which the French 
writers deſcribe to have been compoſed of pipes and large tubes of tin, and to have imi- 
tated, ſometimes the roaring of thunder, and ſometimes the warblings of a flute. 4A lady 
was ſo affected, by hearing it played on, for the firſt time, that ſhe fell into a delirium, 
and could never aſter be reſtored to the uſe of her ſenſes, 


88 See Abſtract of the Act, in Appendix, No. 15. 


89 The building was much delayed by the difference of opinion among the pa- 
riſhioners. I he firſt meeting was held 6th June, 1698. John Abbot was the ar- 
chitect See the Journal of the Guardians. 

99 On examining the ſeveral rates made to defray the expence of the building, I 8 
poſe the whole coſt amounted to about 20001, 


91 Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs. 


This 
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This year about ſixty 5: pine: people were firſt put into the new A. P. 


hoſpital. | 


The ſociety of 93 wool-combers, in Tiverton, was firſt formed 
on the 15th of June, this year: a laudable inſtitution for ſupport- 
ing their ſick, aged, and infirm, and preſerving their due claims, 
rights, and privileges. 


Friday, November 27, was very remarkable for the great ſtorm 1703- 


of wind, which raged throughout England ſo, that wrecks of veſ- 
ſels and dead bodies were found upon the coaſts from Hull to the 
Land's End. It began about ten o'clock at night, in Tiverton, 
and violently increaſiug, was at the height of its fury about three 
next morning, when its raging blaſts were moſt frightful and 
amazing; St. Peter's church, and moſt of the houſes of the town, 


** 


92 Hewett's Memoirs. 


93 From the account-books of faid ſociety, and their current blanks. 

Theſe blanks, as they are called, are certificates, iſſued by the ſociety to any of their 
members about to travel, in ſearch of employment or otherwiſe, that ſuch traveller is a 
member of their ſociety, and entitled to the ſupport allotted by every wool-combers 
ſociety, in league and friendſhip with it, throughout England. 

By theſe means almoſt the whole ſociety, on certain emergencies, badneſs of trade, 
or public contention, have been maintained, in the courſe of travelling, individually, 
ſeveral months together. This ſociety hath ſome other good regulations. But I am 
informed, the practice is too frequent of curtailing the allotted weekly ſtipend to the 
fick and aged combers, when the ruling members have been pleaſed to think their ſick- 
neſs or old age hath continued too long burthenſome, notwithſtanding they may have 
paid their contributions regularly from their youth, for the very purpoſe of being well 
fupported in the times of infirmity and diſtreſs, and upon the conditions of receiving 
ſuch allotted pay as the rules preſcribe. If there have been any ſuch examples of rigour, 
hope the conſideration and benevolence of the active members of this ſociety will be 
careful to prevent the like in ſuture. 


L1 were 


1704. 


Auue. 


1706. 
Anne. 


were uncovered, trees blown down, and much other damage done, 
to the amount, as ſuppoſed, of a 9% thouſand pounds, or more. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS ox TIVERTON. 


As a proof of the great extent of this ſtorm, a bird, called a 
Petrel, peculiar to the Weſt Indies, was found the following day 


in an orchard, in Barringtou-ſtreet, and taken up warm from the 
ground. 


A ſociety was firſt formed of 5s day-labourers in huſbandry, of 


the town and pariſh of Tiverton, to relieve the fick and aſſiſt each 
other in adverſity. 


On the firſt of May, this year, ſeveral 96 wool-combers, and 
others, were tried in the town-hall of Tiverton for a riot, before 
Richard Acland, Eſq. then High Sheriff of the county, George 


Davey, Eſq. Mayor, James Glaid, Recorder, and Peter Atkins, 
Eſquire. 


This year 41. 10s. was paid by the treaſurer of the hoſpital for 
three barrels or hogſheads of beer, given to the poor of this town 


on the rejoicing 97 day for the victory obtained by the Duke of 
Marlborough, at the battle of Ramilies. " 


94 See the ſeveral Hiſtories of England, and Blundell's and Hewett's Memoirs. 
95 Blundell. 


96 Blundell and Hewett, What occaſioned this riot I cannot diſcover. There is 


an entry in the Journal of the Guardians for paying the charges of the Town-clerk on 
the proſecution, 101. 5s. 3d. with which he was diſcontented ; the bill he gave in to 
the court at the hoſpital amounting to the ſum of 231. 48. gd. 


7 Hee the Journal of the Guardians, this date. 


This 
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This year John Alſtone's 93 alms-houſes were built, on the 4D. 
ſouth fide of Birchen-lane, Weſtex, for fix poor fullets to live in. y tal 


This year alſo the preſent large and elegant 9? candleſtick was 
bought, by Mr. Nathaniel Thorne, church-warden, and hung 
in the middle aiſle of St. Peter's church. It weighed 7 c. 1 qr. 


and coſt, with carriage, gilding, and iron work, the ſum of 
70l. 148. 10d. 


Monday, December 14th, the church-houſe, in St. Peter's 1713. 
church-yard, was made a v ſchool, for educating poor boys and 1 18 
girls in reading, writing, ſewing, &c. and daily attending the 
public ſervice of the pariſh church, inſtituted and ſupported by 
public charitable ſubſcriptions and endowments. This was the 
firſt day of the poor children attending the ſchool, &c. - 


On Wedneſday, the firſt of December, the Reverend Mr. John 1714. 
Newte, Rector of Tidcombe and Pitt portions, in Tiverton, laid 8 
the firſt ſtone of St. George's '** chapel, commonly called the 
New Church, in the prelence of George Thorne, Eſq. Mayor, 

John Upcott, Eſq. Juſtice, and ſeveral hundreds of ſpeRators. 


9 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 67. 
99 See the Church-wardens Account for this year. 
200 Hewett's Memoirs. See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 72, 76, 77, 78, 85. 


101 Hewett's Memoirs. See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 72, 76, 78, 85; be- 
ſides general ſubſcriptions for the building and ſupporting this church. 


Llz The 
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A. b. The river Exe was ** frozen over ſo hard, this year, that people 
Bang? walked to and from Weſtex upon the ice four or five weeks. 


1720. In or about this year, the merchants of Tiverton imported a large 
OE quantity of 93 Iriſh worſted, for the purpoſe of making white 
ſerges, to be dyed in piece, which was a means of manufatu ing 
them cheaper than by dying them in wool, as they bought the ma- 
terials cheaper from Ireland, on account of the lower price of la- 
bour there, as well as from the ſaving one courſe of combing the 
wool. 

The wool-combers of Tiverton, fearing the introduction of the 
Iriſh worſted would not only leſſen, but perhaps finally extermi- 
nate their branch of the manufacture here, violently oppoſed the 
merchants ; and aſſembling in great numbers, attacked the houſes 
of thoſe merchants who had introduced the greateſt quantity of 
Iriſh worſted, dragged it out into the ſtreets, tore in pieces, and 
rendered uſeleſs, all that they could find: large quantities they 
hung on 2*4 ſign- poſts, as trophies of their victory, and their ſup- 
poſed deſtruction of the ſcheme ; and rifled the houſes of ſeveral 

05 makers, who had begun the manufacture. 


102 Hewett's Memoirs and Peard's Manuſcript. 


103 Had this information from ſeveral perſons now living, who were eye witneſſes, 
viz. Richard Down, aged 89, Widow Mountjoy, 91, Thomas Bidgood, 80, John 


Salter, 87, and others, whoſe ſeveral accounts of the above riot have been compared 
| together, | 


794 Some of which hung there more than twelve months afterwards. 
703 Mr. Cock's hcuſe particularly. 


Several 


ParrlV. REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES. 0 


Several of the 6s merchants fortified their houſes. The magiſ- A b. 
trates aſſembled a great number of conſtables, and attacked the ene? 
combers upon the Oat-hill, which produced a terrible battle. 

The combers ſeized a horſe's load of wood coming into the town, 

tore it up all into bats, and fought a long while with the conſta- 

bles; but at laſt were overpowered, and many of them taken 

197 priſoners : theſe were reſcued for a time ; but afterwards, with 

the aſſiſtance of the military, were again taken, ſent to the county 
gaol, and tried for their lives, but eſcaped other puniſhment. 

The manufacture of ſerges with Iriſh worſted continued but a 
ſhort time after, not being found equal in goodneſs to thoſe made 
with Engliſh and Iriſh wool, combed and fpun here. It was alſo 
an unfit manufacture for the cane fleas, then uſed. 


About this time the 29 manufactures of fine druggets, drapeens, 
or chain druggets, and cloth ſerges, were firſt introduced to Tiver- 
ton, and became a very advantageous trade, in the courſe of thirty 
years, to many of the merchants and manufacturers engaged in it. 


The weather continued dry ſo long, this year, and the water of 1723. 
. . . . George I, 
the river was ſo low, that the inhabitants of Tiverton paſſed to and 


106 George Thorne and Thomas Enchmarch, in Bampton-ftreet, who had agreed, | 4 
upon ſignals of attack, to march out of their reſpective houſes, at the head of their | 
ſervants, armed, to the aſſiſtance of each other. 


107 One of theſe, named John Pinſent, I knew very well, and employed him, when 
an old man, many years: he always delighted to ſpeak of this buſineſs, and gloried in 
the ſhare he had in it, when only an apprentice. 


108 Walter Broad, Oliver Peard, Thomas Enchmarch, and others. Verbal autho- 
rity from divers perſons. | 


from 


—— — — cl — — eerre——— 
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A. D. from Weſtex, on the bed of the river 100 Exe, in ſeveral places, 
723. without wetting their feet, for eight months together. 


On Tueſday, the 27th of Auguſt, this year, ſeveral women went 
to the guildhall of Tiverton, and took the oaths of 100 abjurartion, 


allegiance, and ſupremacy, before Samuel Burridge, Eſq. Mayor, 
and Oliver Peard, Eſq. Juſtice, | 


This year alſo ſuch high u contentions and angry diſputes ſub- 
ſiſted among the members of the corporation, that they neglected to 
chooſe the mayor, in the manner, place, and at the proper time di- 
rected by charter, Sam. Burridge, Eſq. the Mayor, having abſented 
himſelf, Thus the charter was 11 forfeited, and no corporation 


legally 


109 Hewett's Memoirs, and Manuſcript by Oliver Peard, Eſq. 


110 What the origin of theſe diſputes was, we cannot now ſay ; but they were cer- 
tainly kept up by an unbecoming ſpirit of pride, and airs of ſuperiority, in both parties; 
one headed by John Upcott, and the members of the corporation reſident in Weſtex; 
the other by Samuel Burridge, Nathaniel Thorne, &c. ; and both parties carried their 
animoſities to the greateſt height, Not agreeing in choice of the perſon to fill the office 
of mayor for the ſucceeding year, Samuel Burridge, then Mayor, did not attend in pro- 
per time and place, fo that John Upcott's party, which had probably the majority, could 
not get into the town-hall, nor take any legal advantage of their greater number: they 
proceeded indeed to elect, on the ſtairs of the town-houſe, John Triſtram, of their party, 
to be Mayor for this year; and in the ſucceeding year, Roger Chamberlaine ; but 


neither had legal power to execute the office, Roger Chamberlaine was elected in 
Wyatt's coffee-houſe, Tiverton, | 


111 When an integral part of a corporation, made neceſſary by its conſlitution, is 
gone, and the corporation has no power of reſtoring it, or of doing any corporate act, 


the corporation is fo far diſſolved, that the crown may grant a new charter. See Caſcs 
in Eaſter Term, 29th year of Geo. III. 


„Neither 
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legally exiſted this year. The government of the town returned 
to the lords of the manor, portreeve, and the county juſtices. 


A new *** charter was granted this year by King George I. dated 
4th December, 1724, in conſequence of a petition, or pretended 
petition, from the inhabitants at large of the town and pariſh, To 
obtain which, then party in the late corporation, led by Na- 
thaniel Thorne and Samuel Burridge, Merchants, employed their 
utmoſt influence, by means of trade, and other conſiderations, po- 
litical and religious, to get the people to ſign it; at the ſame time 
113 inſinuating, that the freemen at large would have an equal right 
with the members of the future corporation, to elect repreſentatives 
in parliament for the borough. 


« Neither can we conceive how a corporation can ſubſiſt, when it is deprived of an 
integral part of the body, made neceſſary by the charter, without any power in them- 
ſelves of reſtoring that part, or of doing any one act as a corporation, &c.“ 

Lord Hardwicke's Papers. 


122 See Appendix, Part VI. No. 6, and Hewett's Memoirs. 

In 1724, an application was made to the crown for a new charter, which was referred 
to Sir Philip Yorke and Sir Clement Wearg, Attorney and Solicitor General, who, in 
their report, adverted to the caſe of Banbury, as concluſive, that the corporation was 
diſſolved ; and delivered it as their clear opinion, that the corporation could not be faid 
to exiſt after the loſs of an integral part, which was made neceſſary by its conſtitution, 

Among Mr. J. Cleve's Manuſcripts, which are a collection of caſes by ſeveral judges, 
this caſe of Tiverton is mentioned; and it ſays, © On the Mayor's abſenting himſelf, 
and no election made on the charter day, it was the opinion of the Attorney and Soli- 
citor General, and ſeemed to be the general opinion, that the corporation was diſſolved; 
and accordingly, upon application to the King, a new charter was granted.“ See Caſes 
in Eaſter Term, 29th Geo. III. 


113 Richard Down, aged 81, Thomas Bidgood, 81, and ſome other elderly people, 
now living, agreed in the information, that ſuch inſinuations were given by thoſe who 
applied to the inhabitants to ſign their petition, and that themſelves ſigned it with the 
view of enjoying the right of election. 


Mr. 
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John Upcott, and his party, who were more friendly to the 
liberties of the people in general, endeavoured to get them to 
ſign a counter 1 petition, either to prevent the obtaining another 
charter, or to have one that extended the right of election; and 


aſſured the inhabitants, that the deſigns of the other party were 


inſidious; and that the freemen at large would be excluded, by the 
charter they meant to have, as before, from exerciſing the right of 
electing members of parliament. 

Whether the ſignatures of Meſſieurs Thorne, and Burridge's 
party were more numerous, from the conſiderations above- men- 
tioned, or whether the counter petition was not ſupported as it 
ought to have been, the charter was obtained, it is ſuppoſed, on 
fimilar principles with the former one ; and on 

December 24, this year, was brought into the town in a very 
113 magnificent manner. Many of the inhabitants of the town 
went out to meet the Town-clerk, and others, who were coming 
with the charter. They were joined by great numbers from the 
neighbouring towns and pariſhes ; all together forming ſo great a 
body of horſe and foot, that the broad road, near Gornhay, was 
compleatly filled for a quarter a mile in length. 


2114 Manly Dunſcombe, lately deceaſed, informed me, that he ſigned the petition 
propoſed by Upcott, as did alſo great numbers of the inhabitants, ſo that it was 
very doubtful which party had the majority; however, he was well aſſur , that 


not only all thoſe who ſigned Upcott's petition, but alſo a great majority of thoſe 


who ſigned I horne's, ſubſcribed them wich the ſole view, that it another charter was 
obtained, the right of electing the burgeſſes for parliament ſhould be extended to the 
inhabitants at large, equa'ly with thoſe who comp ſed the future corporation. This 
account hath been ſtrongly corroborated by the informations of many other perſons now 
living, and ſome lately dead; and that the generality, or almoſt all the inhabitants firmly 
believed the right of election to have been extended as above by the new charter, till 
the ſucceeding general election convinced them of their having been intentionally duped 
by the artful inſinuations hinted in the text, 


The 


pix V. REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES. 


The proceſſion was conducted into and through the town in the 
following manner. Many horſemen preceded, with trumpets, 
French horns, and kettle-drums, &c. The Town-clerk, John 
Richards, rode next, dreſſed in a blue cloak, trimmed with gold 
lace, almoſt covering the horſe : the charter was carried by him on 


the horſe's neck, in a box, covered with velvet, edged with gold 


lace, Counſellor Manning, who had brought it from London, 
and delivered it from his carriage to the Town-clerk, at Hunt's 
houſe, followed, with ſome other coaches, attended by many hun- 
dreds of horſemen, ſurrounded by a multitude of ſpectators, aſ- 
ſembled from all the neighbouring parts 

In this manner they proceeded through Gold- ſtreet, to the Three 
Tuns; then turned up into Bampton-ſtreet, and halted before 
Nathaniel Thorne's houſe, the new Mayor, where three huzzas 
were given, and a great plenty of liquor to all that choſe to par- 
take. From thence they went through Newport-ſtreet and Peter- 
ſtreet, to Samuel Burridge's houſe, where the like huzzas were 
made, and liquor given. They proceeded next to the town-hall, 
when the charter was read in Latin aloud, 

Feſtivity ſucceeded. to this parade, not for a day only, but during 
great part of the following week. The houſes of thoſe ſergemakers 
dependent on Meſſrs. Thorne's and Burridge's trade, were open to 
entertain their manufacturers many days, as well as thoſe of other 
perſons who wiſhed well to that party. 

Agnidſt this apparent general rejoicing, Mr. Shobrooke, an 
attorney, ſtanding by at the time of the loud huzzas, declared, that 
the inhabitants of Tiverton would hereafter be bound to curſe the 
day when this charter was obtained. 

On the next ſucceeding general election, and not before, the in- 
Hhabitants at large found that they had been intentionally duped ; 

for on Mr. Atkins's reading the charter, at the requeſt of the peo- 
ple, they perceived themſelves intended to be left in the ſame ſtate 
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as by the former charter, which cauſed at that time a very great 


A. 
"12+ ferment, as well as at many other times ſince. 


v. 
4+ 
This year cyder was ſo 11; plenty in Tiverton, that it was gene- 
rally ſold, at the early time of gathering the fruit, for the expence 
| of pounding only; yet, by the cloſe of the year, cyder was ſo dear 

| as to have been generally fold for a moidore a hogſhead. 
| During the time of plenty, as above deſcribed, a farmer's wife 
offered a hogſhead of cyder to a *'5 diſſenting miniſter, at the ex- 
pence only of carriage to his houſe ; which he refuſed, ſaying he 
could have it cheaper, viz. properly placed in his cellar, without 

| any expence or trouble. 


One Skinner, a glazier, had like to have been drowned in cyder i in 
his own cellar, by its burſting from a lead ciſtern ſuddenly upon him. 


1726. This year a n fire broke out in Weſtex, near the Boot alehouſe, 
Scorgs L. which conſumed four or five dwellings. 


1727. May 20th, John us Hopkins, ſon of Chriſtopher Hopkins, a 
Scotge boy about four years old, playing by the ſide of the water, in 
Leat-ſtreet, Weſtex, with ſome other boys, and endeavouring to 

take ſome weed from the buſhments with a crook, fell into the leat, 

ſoon after it had been cleaned, and the water re-admitted. He was 
carried, by the violence of the current, a conſiderable way down 

the ſtream, under the griſt mill, and a fulling mill ; when being 


— —— —— —— ES 


115 Verbal teſtimony from ſeveral perſons now living, who well remembered this 
great plenty. | 


116 Mr. Samuel Weſtcott, who officiated in the meeting-houſe, St. Peter- ſtreet, up- 
wards of forty years: a man almoſt n beloved for his ſocial and philanthropic 
diſpoſitions. 


- 


117 Verbal teſtimony from perſons now living. 


x 183 From John Hopkins himſelf, in writing. He is now 67 years old. 
* | 
x 


ſeen 
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ſeen by the landlord of the Green Dragon, who was ſmoaking his 
pipe at the door, was taken up by him, juſt as he was about to be 
driven under another fulling mill, to appearance dead ; but after 
being held up by the feet, **9 and rubbed before a large fire an hour, 
the water ran out of him, and he was reſtored almoſt miraculouſly. 
He is living to this day, and gave me the above account himſelf. 


* — Mad 


This year a 1 fire broke out in Newport-ſtreet, on a Sunday 
afternoon, during divine ſervice, at a bakehouſe, near where Alex- 
ander Skinner now lives, and burnt ſeveral houſes towards Bampton- 
ſtreet, as alſo in Frog-ſtreet. The cry of fire greatly alarmed the 
congregation at St. Peter's church, where Mr. Mervin was preach- 
ing. Among the many exertions to extinguiſh it, the benevolent zeal 
of Mr. Smith, the maſter of Blundell's ſchool, was conſpicuous, by 
his taking off his gown and caſlock to ſtop a gutter, to raiſe water, 
and giving money to a-by-ſtander to aſſiſt him in that work. 


119 As this boy fortunately revived, and others may try the ſame rough method, I 
cannot help noticing, that the plan of the Humane Society of London, inſtituted for the 
recovery of perſons apparently drowned, ſays “ In removing the body to a convenient 
Place, great care muſt be taken that it be not bruiſed, nor ſhaken violently, nor roughly 
- handled, nor carried over the ſhoulders with the head hanging downwards, nor rolled 
upon the ground, or over a barrel, nor lifted up by the heels; for experience proves, 
that all theſe methods are injurious, and often deſtroy the ſmall remains of life. The 
unfortunate object ſhould be cautiouſly conveyed by two or more perſons, or in a car- 
riage upon ſtraw, lying as on a bed, with the head a little raiſed, and kept in as natural 
and eaſy a poſition as poſſible.” 


1 I have been informed by ſome old people, now living, that this fire was occaſioned 
by a woman boiling ointment. She had her both thighs broke; was dug out of 
the ruins next morning, and lived ſome years after. | 

Several people are ſaid to have been killed by this fire, and many wounded : but the 
accounts given me have been ſo contradictory, that I have not been able to aſcertain the 
number of either exactly, or of the dwellings deſtroyed. 

By comparing the ſeveral relations, I believe there muſt have been three perſons, or 
mare, killed, and many wounded ; and about fifteen houſes deſtroyed. 
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This year alſo the building of St. George's chapel, commonly 


1730. called the New Church, was * compleated, 


" 2 * — — * ES 3 
—— — — — — — om” 
* 4 —— — ů ͤ —-V——— —— — - — . 


About this time fifty-ſix * fulling mills were regulary em- 
ployed by the trade of Tiverton, fituated at the ſeveral places 
following. | 


At Greenway, near the turnpike-gate to Exon = 7 : 
At the ſouth end of Weſtex - — — 6 
Nearly oppoſite Broad-lane — — R LY 
Behind Palehouſe — — — 6 
At the ducking- ſtool, in Leat- ſtreet — — 6 
Near them, and fartheſt on the north — — 2 
Cuckow mills, in the Hams = - = 4 
In Farley village — — — — I 
Near Worth-houſe - - - — 2 
In the village of Bolham — „ 
Ham mills, on the river Lowman - ALE 2 
Behind the bridewell, ditto —- = — 2 
Near Cotley-houſe — - - - 2 
Near Waſhfield wear — — - 5 
56 


On the Sth of June, this year, about ſix in the evening, a *23 fire 
. broke out in the town of Tiverton, firſt diſcovering itſelf at a 


121 Verbal teſtimony from Joan Mountjoy, hue 91, whoſe huſband was much em- 
ployed in the building. 


122 Verbal teſtimony from ſeveral perſons now living, 


123 See an Account of the late dreadful Fire at Tiverton, in the county of Devon, 
by Samuel Smith, maſter of the free grammar-ſchool of Tiverton, printed in London, 


in the year 1732. From which authentic publication this account is, for the moſt part, 
taken, 


baker's 
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baker's houſe, on the north fide of Gold-ſtreet, near the eaſt end A. b. 
of the town; and moſt of the buildings thereabout being covered 


with thatch, which, through the extraordinary drought of the 
ſeaſon, was apt to take fire from the ſmalleſt ſparks, the flanies, in 
a few minutes, roſe to a great height, and, by means of a briſk 
north wind, ſpread themſelves with ſuch fury, that ſeveral houſes 
were quickly on fire, 

The fire-engines being uſually kept in the church, at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from the place where the fire began, it was ſome 
time before they could be brought thither, and put in order to do 
any ſervice; and through the hurry and confuſion which the peo- 
ple were in upon this occaſion, one of the largeſt of them was 
brought without the arms neceſſary for working it; and before the 
perſons who were ſent to fetch them could return, the houſes on 
both ſides being in flames, and a great quantity of thatch and lum- 
ber goods taking fire in the middle of the ſtreet, and burning with 
extreme violence, the people were obliged to retreat and leave their 
engine, which, though filled with water, was ſoon conſumed. 
Nor had they better ſucceſs in other parts of the town, for the fire 
ſpread itſelf into all quarters, and put them into ſuch a general con- 
ſternation, that they ſcarcely knew where to apply their endeavours, 
ſo that by this means the flames took their own courſe for ſome 
hours together ; and being extended for more than a quarter of a 
mile in length, and almoſt as much in breadth, near three hundred 
dwellings, beſides ſtables, and other outhouſes, were burning all at 
once ; from which diſmal ſtate of things, nothing leſs could be 
expected than the utter ruin of this large and populous town. But 
when the fire was advanced on each fide to the houſes of ſome con- 
ſiderable 1 merchants, which were e high, and ſtrongly built with 

brick 


124 John Parſons's, on north fide of Fore-ſtreet, where Mrs. Clarke now lives; Oliver 
Peard's, on ſouth ſide of Fore-ſtreet, where the magnificent houſe, lately built by B. Dick- 
inſon, 
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brick or ſtone walls, and covered with ſlate, they, with their ſer. 
vants and dependants, exerting all their power againſt it, and being 
relieved as occaſion required, with a freſh ſupply of men, and the 
wind ceaſing, by the bleſſing of God upon their endeavours, put a 


ſtop to the progreſs of it, about four o'clock in the morning. 


Me attempted to eſcape, and earneſtly intreated aſſiſtance ; but it was then too late. 


It is remarkable, that notwithſtanding the fury of the fire, and 
the number of houſes conſumed, only one perſon 128 periſhed in 
the flames. | 

The ſame day, before evening, ſome perſons went from place to 
place amidſt the ruins, and took a lift of all the houſes deſtroyed, 
with the names of thoſe who had inhabited them, their reſpective 
trades and profeſſions, and the number of their families ſeverally ; 


by which it appeared, that 298 dwellings had been conſumed, and 


about 2000 perſons without any home to go to. 
Soon after the news of. this ſad misfortune had reached our 
neighbouring city of Exeter, a collection was propoſed, and en- 


couraged with ſuch an extraordinary zeal for the relief of our poor 


ſufferers, that the ſum of fool. was raiſed, and brought over to us 


the next Tueſday morning ; and that, in a ſhort time afterwards, 


was followed by ſeveral other ſums, amounting in the whole to 


3811. 108. 4d. 


This being the firſt n of that chriſtian * and 
generoſity, which has ſince, in ſo many places, and in ſo eminent 


a manner appeared, towards our numerous ſufferers; and com- 


inſon, Eſq. ſtands; Tho. Enchmarch's, weſt ſide of Bampton-ftreet, now Geo. Dunſ- 
ford's ; Peter Carthew's, eaſt fide of Bampton-ſtreet, where Rev. Henry Land now lives, 


125 One Henry Murray, who inhabited one of Greenway's alms-houſes, in Gold- 


ſtreet. He refuſed to leave the houſe when ſurrounded with flame and ſmoke, ſaying, 
that he had never heard of an ams-houſe being burnt, However, ſame little time aſter 


ing 
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; ing in ſo very ſeaſonably to raiſe their deſponding ſpirits, partly by 4: Þ. 
+ the preſent ſupply itſelf, and more by the hopes it reaſonably gave * 
them, to expect other liberal contributions from the opulent towns 
and cities in other parts of the kingdom, deſerves a particular 
acknowledgment; nor can it ever be forgot, ſo long as any ſenſe 
of gratitude remains among them. 

The next day, at a meeting of the corporation, clergy, and prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the town, which was held by the mayor, to 
conſider of proper meaſures to be taken for the ſubſiſtence of the 
moſt nedeſſi tous ſufferers in their preſent diſtreſſed condition, a 
collection being propoſed for their relief, many perſons of good 
ſubſtance, though they had been conſiderable loſers themſelves, 
ſhewed a ſpirit of charity ſuperior to their private loſſes, and com- 
ing readily into the propoſal, contributed very generouſly towards 
it. At this meeting, Walter Broad, Merchant, was, by ge- 
neral conſent, deſired to receive all charities for the uſe of the ſuf- 
ferers, and keep an exact account of the ſame. Public notice was 
ordered to be given, for all perſons to bring in an exact account of 
the loſſes they had ſuſtained ; and it was agreed to meet twice every 
week, in order to receive and examine their accounts. 

Some agents from the brief gatherers had already been here to 
offer their propoſals for the benefit of the ſufferers; but it was 
judged more prudent, in this extraordinary caſe, to truſt to the 
free benevolence of Chriſtian people, than to ſolicit their charity 
in the ordinary way of briefs. | | 

Within a few days, many conſiderable benefactions were re- 
ceived, ſome from private hands, and others from public bodies. 
The King, after his Majeſty was informed of the terrible affliction 
this unhappy town had been viſited with, was graciouſly pleaſed to 
order his royal bounty of 10001. (an example truly worthy of a 
Chriſtian king, and a compaſſionate father of his people), which 
was preſently augmented with the magnificent charities of the 


Queen 
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A. D. Queen and Prince of Wales, and other perſons of high diſtinction 
T7310, * 


in the court. Collections were now making in the cities of Lon- 
don, Weſtminſter, and Briſtol, and other great places, with ſuch 
an uncommon flow of generoſity towards the three ſuffering towns 


of Blandford, Tiverton, and Ramſey, as, I believe, was hardly ever 


equalled, much leſs exceeded, in any age or nation whatſoever ; 
and the Lord Biſhop of *:5 Exeter having, upon the firſt applica- 
tion to him, very timely and earneſtly recommended the caſe of 
our ſufferers, in a circular letter, -to the clergy of his dioceſe, in 
the counties of Devon and Cornwall, and the chapter ſeconding 
his Lordſhip's recommendation, very liberal contributions were 
raiſed, not only in the market towns, but country pariſhes, tkrough- 
out theſe weſtern parts of the kingdom. 

Whilſt things were taking this favourable turn in behalf of our 
indigent ſufferers, the inhabitants laboured under another grievous 
misfortune. The ſmall pox, which had been in the town for 
ſome time before, began now to grow more contagious amongſt 


the people, by their getting in crowds into the houſes of thoſe who 


had eſcaped the fire (eight or ten families, or more, being often 
thruſt together, and almoſt ſuffocated, within the compaſs of a 
ſingle tenement); by which means the infection was communi- 
cated much faſter than otherwiſe it would have been, and the fick 
miſerably incommoded, through the want-of convenient room. 
The whole loſs, in goods and houſes, was tomputed, when the 


account was drawn up, ſigned by the truſtees, and ſent to the Lord 


Mayor and court of aldermen, in London, at 56,0551. 48. gd. 


without including 2200]. for Greenway's alms-houſe (which had 


nine aged people belonging to it), and a large market-houſe and 


+126 See Appendix, No, 20, 


ſhambles, 
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ſhambles; out of the profits of which 1 one hundred and fiſty 4. p. 


poor people received weekly a ſixpenny loaf each. 
But as this loſs fell upon ſuch poor perſons as had been deemed 
the moſt proper objects of charity, and who were now deprived of 
the alms which they before received, and muſt continue to be ſo 
till the ſaid places are rebuilt, and the charge of rebuilding them 
defrayed ; this ſum, at which the loſs was computed, might, with 
good reaſon, be added to the former, and the whole ſet at 58,2551. 
48. 9d. and theſe poor ſufferers entitled to a ſhare in the diſtribu- 
tion of the charities. | 

After this computation was ſettled, and returned to London, ſe- 
veral other loſſes were brought in, by perſons who, by reaſon of 
their abſence (ſome living remote before the fire, and others having 


been obliged afterwards to ſeek for ſhelter in diſtant places, accord- 


ing as they had friends, here and there, in the country, to ſuccour 
them in their deſtitute condition), had not heard of the notice that 
was given for the ſufferers to draw up eſtimates of their loſſes, ſo 
as to prepare them time enough to have them inſerted in the before- 
mentioned account ; and theſe omiſſions, when brought together, 
amounted to 7211. 10s. 

On all the houſes and goods defrayed, no more than 11351. was 
inſured, in any of the London or Briſtol offices; many having 
truſted to an inconſiderable fund erected in the town, out of which 
there was very little (if any thing) to be recovered. 

The truſtees, for their more regular proceeding in their diſtri— 
bution of the charities amongſt the ſufferers, divided them into 


327 See Liſt of Donations, Part III. No. 35, 43, 46, 52, compared with the above 
account; by which we perceive the produce of thoſe donations ſo much leſſened, ſince 


the time above deſeribed, as to have been incapable of affording "ny. bread to the poor 
ſeveral years paſt. 


Nu four 
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four claſſes ; which were diſtinguiſhed from each other, by prefix. 
ing one of the firſt four letters of the alphabet to the name of every 
perſon, with the eſtimate of every perſon's particular loſs ſet againſt 
his name. A, denoted ſuch as had loſt all; B, ſuch as had loſt 


the beſt part of their effects; C, ſuch as had loſt conſiderably, and 


might deſerve ſome aſſiſtance, after thoſe of the former claſſes had 
been competently relieved ; D, ſuch as neither wanted nor deſired 
any ſhare in the collections. | 

After all the ſufferers were reduced under one or other of theſe 
claſſes, the truſtees came to this previous reſolution, which was 
entered in their regiſter, and ſigned by all that were then preſent, 
and is to this effect, viz. | 

© That we will not, in making the diſtributions to the ſufferers 


by the late dreadful fires, proceed by the rule of ſimple proportion, 


allowing ſo much in the pound to all, whom we ſhall judge fit 
objects of this charity; but due conſideration ſhall be had of the 
circumſtances they are left in, and the ſtate of their families ; and 
their allowance ſhall be greater or leſs, in proportion to their ne- 
ceſſities brought upon them by this calamitous accident.” 

The collections from all quarters amounted to the ſum of 
1:3 10,2011, 6s. 72d. which was diſtributed at ſeven or eight divi- 
dends, with great equity, and without reſpe& of perſons, to the 
ſufferers, according to the eſtimate given in by them to the truſ- 
tees, appointed to conduct this buſineſs on the plan above de- 
ſcribed. 


128 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 79. Alſo, in Part VI. No. 8, the Copy of 
the Monument erected on this melancholy occaſion in the front of the market croſs, 
lately taken down ; on which indeed the ſum of loſſes is ſaid to have been 60,000). and 
the contributions 11,000]. Perhaps theſe ſums were inſcribed on the ſtone as round 
numbers ; or there might have been further accounts of loſſes brought in, and ſums col- 
lected, after the publication of Mr, Smith's pamphlet. 


The 
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The names of theſe generous perſons of the fourth claſs, who A. D. 
refuſed to accept any of the benefactions, with an account of their 1731. 
aggregate loſs, may be ſeen in the note, No. 129. 


139 Bakehouſes were erected in the hoſpital immediately after the 1731. 
fire, for the uſe of the inhabitants of Tiverton. Geo, II. 


This year an 31 act of parliament was obtained for making St. 1732. 


George's chapel a perpetual cure, and providing a maintenance for 


Geo, 11. 


the miniſter who ſhall officiate therein. 
And an *32 act of parliament to prevent dangers from fire in the 


129 Mr, Henry Bellew 
Sir Thomas Carew, Bart. 
William Colman, Eſq. 
Mr. George Davey 
Mr. Thomas Enchmarch 
Mr. Thomas Glaſs 
Mr. William Heat! eld 
Mr. Thomas Heat.neid 
Mr. Samuel Lewis 
Mr. John Parſons 
Mr. Oliver Peard 
Mr. John Richards 
Nathaniel Thorne, Eſq. 
Mr. William Upcott 

Their loſſes in the whole amounted 

to 15,244], 138. 11d. 


Samuel Burridge, Efq. 
Mr. Thomas Birchinſhaw 


Ditto with Mr. Shobrooke 


Mr. P. Carthew, ſenior and junior 
Mrs. Davey | 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hartnoll 
Mr. Jonathan Hall, and mother 
Mrs. Margaret Hewett 
Mr. Peter Kerſlake 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lane 
Mr. David Mead 
Mr. John Norman 
Mr. Caleb Pierce 
Mr. Francis Shobrooke 
Mr. Richard Shobrooke 
Their loſſes in the whole amounted 
to 69311. 3s. 2d. 


130 See the Journal of the Guardians, or the Proceedings of the Court under the 


Hoſpital Act. 


131 See Appendix, No. 17. 


232 See the Journal of the Guardians of the Poor and Pariſh, alſo Appendix, No. 16. 
Nnz town 
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A.D. town of Tiverton, by covering the new-built houſes with ſlate, 
732. lead, or tile only, &c. 


The 33 market croſs was rebuilt about this time, by William 
Vpcott, Merchant. 

The building of the ſhambles, other public buildings, and the 
dwelling houſes in general, was rapidly carried on this year. 


1733 October 11th, this year, St. George's chapel was 34 conſecrated, 

Geo. H. by Stephen Weſton, Lord Biſhop of Exeter. The expences at- 
tending this conſecration, were paid by the *35 treaſurer of the 
hoſpital corporation. 


In Auguſt, this year, ſome great *35 riots were in the town, on 
what account I cannot diſcover ; but the rioters were ordered to 
be proſecuted, at the expence of the hoſpital corporation. 


1735, The town of Tiverton being now rebuilt, after the deſtructive 
Geo. H. fire of 1731, was regularly *3 ſurveyed, for more equally making 
the ſeveral rates or aſſeſſments of the pariſh, for maintaining the 


733 Verbal teſtimony from aged people. 


134 Rev. George Baker, Prebendary of St. Peter's, Exon, and Chaplain to the Biſhop, 
preached on this occaſion, from 1 Cor. ii chap. 22 verſe, Or deſpiſe ye the church 
of God.” 


235 See the Journal of the Guardians. 
136 See the Journal of the Guardians. . 


137 See Journal of Proceedings under the Hoſpital Act, called the Journal of the 
Guardians, 
Poor. 
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poor. Till this time, the taxes for the burnt houſes, not fully A. D. 
' rebuilt, were paid by order of the hoſpital corporation, 135: 


The ſix old 133 bells in the tower were caſt into eight, by adding 136. 
669 pounds of new metal, at 14d. per pound, to 10,209 pounds of * 
old metal, at 34d. per pound, by William Evans, of Chepſtow, 
in Wales, which coſt 1871. 18s. 15d. beſides other neccilary ex- 
pences, amounting to 421. fs. 4:d.; total coſt 2291. 19s, 6d.: 
towards which were voluntary ſubſcriptions of 1391. 19s. 6d. ; 
and the remaining gol. at the expence of the parith. 


A new 239 clock, bell, and dial, was placed in the turret of St. 1737. 
George's chapel. 


238 See the Church-warden's Account, for this year. 

The large kind of bells now in uſe, are ſaid to have been invented by Paulinus, 
Biſhop of Nola, in Campania, about the year 400 ; and to have been generally uſed in 
churches about the fix hundredth year of the Chriſtian æra: firſt hung up in England, 
at Croyland Abbey, Lincolnſhire, anno 945 ; baptized in churckes, 1030. See Spel- 
man's Gloſſary, and Truſler's Chronology. _ | 

Father La Compte tells us, that at Pekin, in China, there are ſeven bells, each of 
which weighs 120,000 pounds. 

There is a curious paſſage in Fuller's Hiſtory of Waltham Abbey, anno 1542, the 
34th Hen. VIII. relative to the wages of bell-ringers. It is preſerved from the Church. 
warden's Account: Item Paid for ringing at the prince his coming a penny.“ 

William the Conqueror, in the firſt year of his reign, commanded, that in every town 
and village a bell ſhould be rung every night, at eight o'clock ; and that all people ſhould 
then put out their fire and candle, and go to bed. The ringing of this bell was called, 
in French, Curfeu; that is, cover fire. Our preſent cight o'clock bell is a veſtige of 
this; and that of fix in the morning was intended to call artiſans to their work, See 
Speght's Gloſſary to Chaucer, 


23) See the Journal of the Guardians. 
About 
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if A.D. About this 14% time the manufacture of ſagathies, „ mixed, 
| I 
l 2 and ſhaded, was introduced to Tiverton. 


| 1738. In May, this year, there was a great 1 riot in Tiverton, upon 
Geo. I. the account of one Grimes, a publican, who was accuſtomed to buy 

ſerges that had been returned from the merchants to the ſerge- 
makers, and to ſell them to the ſame merchants again for a leſs 
price. The encouragement given by the merchants to this ſcheme, 
for the purpoſe of clandeſtinely increaſing their profits, and the 
conduct of this man, was thought very injurious to the manufac- 
turers. To prevent which in future, the labourers in the woollen 
manufacture aſſembled, and were joined by thoſe of Bampton, Uff- 
culme, Silverton, Cullumpton, Bradninch, Culmſtock, &c. and 
forming a very great body, they attacked the houſe of the ſaid 
Grimes, who lived at the Red Lion inn, on Pound-hill, broke 
into it, and having found a great number of ſerges, they threw 
them out, and dragged them through the ſtreets, hanged ſome upon 
his ſign-poſt, and tore others to pieces. Grimes they found in 
the oven of a bakehouſe, at the bottom of Pound-hill, and horſing 
him on a ſtaff borne horizontally on men's ſhoulders, carried him 
through many ſtreets, and at laſt reſted him at the 4: Mayor's 
door: the Mayor had him conveyed off, and many new conſtables 
{ſworn to reſiſt the rioters, of whom they took ſeveral, and put into 
the priſon for a few hours only; which greatly enraged the reſt, 
and occaſioned a great battle between them and the conſtables, be- 
fore whom the rioters retreated to the top of Exeter-hill, a little 


140 Verbal teſtimony from Thomas Bidgood, and others. 


41 The above I had from ſeveral living witneſſes, their ſeveral accounts compared 
with each other. 


442 Mr. Robert Dunsford, St. Peter- ſireet. | 
way 
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way without the town, where another ſkirmiſh took place, when A. p. 
one man was *43 killed, and many wounded, which put an end to 173% 


the riot. 


In the month of May alſo, this year, a 44 fire broke out on the 
eaſt fide of St. Andrew's ſtreet, which burnt, from the new church, 


ſouthwards, ten dwellings, 


This year alſo the fifth 145 bell in the tower was caſt a-new, by 
William Evans, of Chepſtow. When placed in the tower, it 
weighed 1268 pounds; and coſt there 221. 4s. 111d. 


Another 45 fire happened this year, in St. Andrew's ſtreet, ad- 1739. 
joining to the laſt, which burnt alſo ten dwellings. This fire was e 
occaſioned by a young fellow roguiſhly ſetting fire to a young wo- 
man's ſhift, that was hung out at a window. 


December 24th commenced the hard 46 froſt, beginning with a 
great miſt, and continued about three months, This was ſeverely 
felt by the poor, as almoſt all the vegetables were deſtroyed, and 
the price of wheat was ten ſhillings per buſhel. | 


143 This man was from Bradninch. One of the conſtables knocked him down with 
his ſtaff. The poor fellow with difficulty crawled into a field, and ſoon after expired. 


144 Verbal teſtimony from perſons now living. 
745 See the Churchwarden's Account. 


146 Verbal teſtimony from perſons now liying. —.—: 
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A.D. A large ' woollen manufacture was ſet up in the hoſpital, for f 

1740, 8 
s Geo, 11, the full employment of the poor there, upon a voluntary loan, by 8 


ſubſcription, of 10201. 


1741. An epidemic diſorder, called the Spotted Fever, raged in Tiver- Ip 
Geo, II, | . 

ton. In the courſe of the year, 45 636 perſons, about one in twelve | 

of all the inhabitants of the pariſh, were buried. Ten or eleven 
1 149 funerals were ſeen in St. Peter's church- yard at one time. The 
| ceremony of tolling the bell was omitted, to prevent a too general | 
| alarm. | | WV 


| | This year alſo the woollen manufacture in the hoſpital was found 
It | to be ſo very s diſadvantageous, and ſo many loſſes were ſuſtained, 
1 by waſte, keeping the manufactured goods on hand, without an 
| opportunity of proper ſale, &c. that the materials were ordered to 
1 be ſold, to the beſt advantage poſſible, proportionate dividends to 
be made to the creditors, and the trade aboliſhed. $a 


2700 In the :5: ſpring of this year, a great number of wool-combers 
© and weavers aſſembled in the caſtle court; and after drinking a 


hogſhead of cyder, attacked late at night the houſe of 15 Thomas 
Beedle; 


247 Journal of the Guardians. 
148 Pariſh Regiſter. | 
149 Thomas Rodd, pariſh clerk. 


150 Journal of the Guardians. 


151 Verbal teſtimony from perſons now living. 


— 5 — 2 
1 1 — — 
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152 Thomas Beedle himſelf told me, they intended to burn his houſe; and had 


—_— lighted a fire in the middle of it for that purpoſe, but extinguiſhed ĩt again on 
ſceing 


— 4 — — 
E oa ets Toe addons 
, 


— 
— 
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Beedle, an alchouſe, at the end of Water-lane, who was accuſed of 
buying and ſelling ſerges, as Grimes had done: they emptied his 
houſe entirely, broke in pieces his goods, dragged his chains and 
worſteds about the ſtreets, let his beer about the houſe more than 
ancle deep, and would have treated him as Grimes had been 
treated if they had found him. One of his 53 wool-combers 
they diſcovered in a vat of urine, up to his chin, from whence 
they took him, and carried him aſtride upon a ſtaff about the 
town, dragged him through ſome pools of water, and the water 
of the mill-leat in Weſtex, 'till he was almoſt dead, and then con- 
veyed him to their club-houſe, where, being revived with liquor, 
he was ſent home, and the inſurgents retired to their reſpective 
habitations. | 


April 25, being the thankſgiving day for the peace, there were 
great rejoicings, and ſhowy proceſſions of the different artiſts in the 
woollen manufacture. In the evening general illuminations, when 
a ſtable, &c. was 154 burat, in Peter- ſtreet. 


ſeeing his little child in a cradle, which they were unwilling to deſtroy. That they at- 
terwards attempted to burn the cheeſe and flitches of bacon ; remained in and about the 
houſe five hours, and did all the miſchief they were able. That he lay concealed in the 
oppoſite houſe, the ſign of the Crown and Comb, and faw them break open the door, 
and enter his houſe. That he afterwards commenced a proſecution againſt ſome of 
the rioters; which was ſtopped by their conſenting to pay him for the damage done 
that in conſequence ſevera] collections were made for that purpoſe ; but that he never 
received above ten guineas. 


253 One Moſes Quick, whoſe thumbs they alſo attempted to break, to diſable hi n 
from combing in future. 


354 Verbal teſtimony from perſons living. 
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There have been many ſuch proceſſions on public rejoicing days 
at different times fince; but as they have been generally conducted 
alike, and are not peculiar to Tiverton, it is thought unneceſſary 
to notice them. 


% 


The latter end of this year alſo there was a very great *55 riot, 
upon the again introducing Iriſh worſted, for making duroys, 
ſerges, &c. When the merchants of this place had determined 
upon this re- introduction, and the wool-combers knew poſitively 
that ſeveral weavers were employed in manufacturing the ſame, 
they immediately returned all their work to their ſeveral maſters, 
took away the pads out of the comb-ſhops, and declared they 
never would comb again 'till the Iriſh worſted was thrown quite 
out. A ſpecial meeting was likewiſe had of all the members of their 
club, wherein it was determined, to ſubſiſt themſelves out of their 
common club ſtock, 'till the weavers ſhould ſtarve, or the mer- 
chants and ſerge-makers comply. On the other hand, the weavers 
as obſtinately reſolved, rather to die than give up the manufacture 
with Iriſh worſted, | 

This being the caſe, and the comber's fund beginning to fink, 
without the leaſt appearance of a compromiſe, letters were dropt, 
threatening ſome of the merchants with death, and their houſes 
with fire, unleſs they would conſent to give up the odious manufac- 
ture. Upon which it was thought adviſeable to march a company 
of ſoldiers hither, to protect the trader in his perſon and property. 

For ſome time after the arrival of the ſoldiers all things continued 
quiet; till one day, the wool-combers being aſſembled in full 


755 Extract of a letter inſerted in the General F,vening Poſt, 28th December, 1749, 
ſigned A Neuter. See alſo the Tiverton Wool-combers Defence, ſuppoſed to have been 
written by the Rev. Mr. Daddo, maſter of Blundell's ſchool, printed in London, 1750, 
ſigned By One unconcerned, but a Friend to Liberty. | 


club, 
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club, at their houſe, the Half Moon, in the Fore-ſtreet, and un- 
luckily a body of ss weavers paſſing by, hard words aroſe, and ſome 
blows were exchanged ; the ſhops were ſoon ſhut, and a dreadful 
battle enſued, with ſtones, clubs, glaſs bottles, bats, &c. in which 
many were ſeverely wounded on both ſides. The Mayor, upon the 
firſt notice of this, ſummoned his officers, and attempted to read 
the riot act: the riot act was contemned, and the Mayor inſulted. 
The aid of the military was then called in, and the act read; where- 
upon both parties diſperſed, vowing vengeance on each other. 

It was thought, that five packs of Iriſh worſted might have been 
manufactured weekly here, without any detriment to the labour of 
the wool-combers, whoſe dependence was upon the Dutch ſerge 
trade, and to the better employ of the weavers, and additional profit 
to the merchant. But the wool-combers obje&ted to the intro- 
duction of any Iriſh worſted, leſt it ſhould finally expel from the 
town that trade on which they depended. To obviate this objec- 
tion, the merchants and ferge-makers ſigned a written agreement, 
to fix the Triſh manufactory at twenty pieces a week, and to throw 
out even theſe twenty whenever it ſhould appear to hurt the wool- 
combing buſineſs, or prejudice the Dutch ſerge trade in general; 
and, by the ſame inſtrument, promiſed to retain within the town 
ſo much of the work (which was ſcattered about the country vil- 
lages) as ſhould keep the labourer conſtantly employed; by which 
regulation, the wool-comber and weaver would never want labour ; 
and the town, which had been finking for ſome years, would re- 
cover its ſplendor. 


156 One William Carrow, a weaver, was carried about the town aſtride on a ſtaff 
by the weavers, becauſe he refuſed to weave the Iriſh worſted, and joined himſelf to 
the combers ; he was thrown over Lowman bridge, and dragged through the river till 


nearly dead; for which treatment he afterwards proſecuted them, and recovered da- 
mages. 


O02 The 
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The wool-combers, however, did not approve this compromiſe ; 


and abſolutely declared, they would not permit any quantity what- 


ſoever of Iriſh worſted to be worked within the town. The mer- 
chants and makers reſolved not to recede from their propoſals, now 


judging that this ſtrife was for the maſtery, and that the leaſt con- 


1750. 
Geo. II. 


ceſſion more from them would be meanly ſubmitting to a mob, 
and a foundation for future diſputes. Upon which the combers 
determined to remove from hence; and actually 5? did ſo, leaving 
their families for many weeks, if not months, and travelling, by 
their conſtitutional blanks, in ſearch of work, throughout the 
kingdom; at length they gradually returned to their work and fa- 
milies, upon the terms above deſcribed. 


In the month of July, ss John Weſley, one of the chief pro- 
moters of the ſect called Methodiſts, came firſt to this town, as a 
public teacher, and preached in the open air at different times, in 
various parts of the town, but moſt frequently in the open court 
of the market houſe; and from that to the preſent time, the 
preachers, in his 159 connection, have continued to preach ſeveral 
times a week, to all that are inclined to attend, at firſt in imitation 


* 


157 Thomas Bidgood, a conſiderable manufacturer, now living, told me, that James 
Peard, one of the wool-combers who collected the iron pads, an inſtrument to fix the 
comb on for the drawing out the wool, aſſured him, that 700 were taken in, and that 
ſeveral hundreds of combers, ſtrangers, were then employed in the town. 


158 Brother of Samuel Weſley, ſome years maſter of Blundell's ſchool. 

Methodiſm took its riſe latterly about the year 1734: but in ſome old ſermons, 
printed in London 3640, we find a reference to the preaching of a ſect called Methodiſts, 
in being at that time. Sec Gentleman's Magazine, for Auguſt, 1788. 


159 Verbal teſtimony and memorandum of William Robarts, teacher among the 
Methodiſts, | 


of 


/ 
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of Mr. Weſley, in the open air, but for many years laſt paſt in a 
houſe or room in St. Peter-ſtreet, appropriated to that purpoſe, 


This year a % fire, in Elmore, conſumed ten or twelve poor 
dwellings. 


In the month of September, this year, a great number of gentle- 
men's ſervants, whoſe maſters were then in Tiverton, at an annual 
meeting at Blundell's grammar -ſchool, where many of them had 
been educated, having procured a fife and drum, and a mob to at- 
tend them, e came upon John Weſley, when preaching amidit a 
large congregation, and interrupted him ſo much, that he was 
obliged to defiſt; and was taken by a gentleman from the tumult, 
to prevent the injuries threatened to his perſon. Till this time, 
the Methodiſts, preachers and people, were ſuffered to aſſemble 
in peace: but this tumult was the ſignal of perſecution. From 
this time they were treated with ſcurrility and abuſive languagt in 
the ſtreets, by idle diſorderly perſons of the loweſt claſs, encouraged 
by the ignorant and bigotted of higher s rank. They were alſo 


frequently 


160 Verbal teſtimony. 
161 Verbal teſtimony from William Robarts, and ſeveral other perſons now living. 


162 In the courſe of theſe violent proceedings, ſome time near the latter end of the 
year 1752, the Mayor of Tiverton, in company, aſked a reſpectable gentleman, who fat 
near him, and who gave me this information, what he thought of the Methodees, and 
their religion; and whether he did not think it right that they ſhould be driven out of 
the town, or be obliged to ſhut up preaching their nonſenſical ſtuff here? — “ 1 think, 
Mr. Mayor, you had much better follow the counſel of Gamaliel to the Jews, and 
leave them and their religion to themſelves.” “ What! do you think ſo, Sir? Do you 
conſider, Sir, what little reaſon there is for any new religion in Tiverton ? another way 
of going to Ecaven, when there are now ſo many? You know, Sir, there is the Old 
Church 
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- frequently interrupted in their public preachings and private meet. 
' ings, to the diſgrace of the name of Chriſtians. One Ward, a 


clergyman, who had diſhonoured his office, and had no more place 
in the church, was procured to come hither, and preach in the 


| ſtreets againſt them: but his preaching, his intemperance, his pro- 


phane converſation and companions, ſoon rendered him a reproach 
to every perſon that had given him countenance, and tended rather 
to promote than leſſen the intereſts of the Methodiſts, 

When, therefore, his preaching, and the mobs he could raiſe, 
had not the deſired effect, he was encouraged to pick their pockets 
by the law. At one ſeſſions, in the mayor's court, he procured 


Church and the New Church, that is one religion : then there is Parſon Kiddell's, at 
the Pitt Meeting; Parſon Weſtcott's, in Peter-ſtreet ; and the old Parſon Terry's, 
at the Meeting in Newport-ſtreet. Four ways of going to Heaven already. Enough, 
in conſcience, I think. And if they won't go to Heaven by one or other of theſe 
ways, by G—d, they fhan't go to Heaven at all herefrom, whilſt I am Mayor of 
Tiverton.” 

The following anecdote of Mr. Henley, Rector of Up-Lowman, Juſtice of Peace, 
and brother of the late Lord Chancellor Northington, relating to the ſame ſubject, I 
had from a perſon well acquainted with him. | | 

A Methodiſt preacher, named Wildbore, about this time, was diſtinguiſhed by his 
active zeal to gain proſelytes in the villages of Halberton, Sandford, and other places in 
the vicinity of Tiverton. The attention paid to this man by multitudes, which flocked 
daily to his preaching, gave great offence to ſome gentlemen and clergymen living in or 
near thoſe villages, who felt themſelves neglected, in proportion to his ſucceſs ; they 
therefore encouraged ſuch abuſive attacks and interruptions as above deſcribed, to make 
him deſiſt from preaching ; but finding theſe ſchemes ineffectual, two of them (1 think 
in the commiſſion) determined to make the law an engine of oppreſſion, and to drive 


him by it out of the country. The better to compleat their purpoſe, they applied to 


Mr. Henley to aſſiſt them in the proſecution ; and repreſented to him the neceſſity of ſo 
doing, to prevent the common people from wholly neglecting the churches, their daily 
labour, and neceſſary duties of life, To this application Henley replied, © I have read 
in the New Teſtament, that St. Paul fought with wild beaſts at Epheſus ; .and if you 
two cannot fight with.one Wild Boar, by G—d, I will not help you.“ | 

1 upwards 
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upwards of thirty indictments to be found; one againſt a poor 
innocent woman for an aſſault, and above *53 thirty for conven- 
ticles, unlawful afſemblies, &c.: bur theſe indictments being 
found illegal, and ſuch proſecutions diſcouraged, by the wiſdom 
and good ſenſe of the 164 Recorder, they were diſcharged, with- 
out much expence ; and the Methodiſts were reſtored to peace, and 
that liberty which the conſtitution afforded, after ſuffering great 
abuſe, and ill treatment, about the continuance of a year and 


three months. 


This year was introduced 65 to Tiverton the manufacture of 
Norwich ſtuffs, camblets, tarborates, damaſks, plain and figured 
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barragons, 


163 The late Manly Dunſcombe, ſerge- maker, told me, that he was one of the 
perſons indicted, only for putting his hand upon Ward's ſhoulder in a friendly manner, 
and wiſhing him to deſiſt from a conduct ſo unbecoming his profeſſion. He alſo told 
me, that not only the Mayor, but many other perſons of character and fortune in the 
town, encouraged Ward to proſegute, and ſome of the moſt abandoned wretches to vilify 
and ill treat the Methodiſts, as if they had not been fellow-creatures. How diſgraceful 
is ſuch conduct to the name of Man! how reproachful to that worthy name by which 
we are called ! nor leſs injurious to the cauſe we mean to ſupport by it ! Perſecution 
can make martyrs - can make hypocrites | but perſecution will never convince the un- 
derſtanding, or convert the heart. The mind of man, even of the uncivilized, will re- 
coil at the attempt of force to overawe it. The Gentoos of Aſia will not be converted 
to the religion of England: nor will the Indians of America ever deſire abodes in that 


Heaven, which the Spaniards claim for their inheritance, 


164 Richard Parminter, Eſq. who ſhook his head at the Mayor on the bench, to ſhew 
him, how much he diſappreved of his conduct, and that of all others concerned in pro- 
moting ſuch violent meaſures. 


165 By Mrs. Enchmarch and ſons. Mr. Francis Enchmarch had taken a weaver, 
one William Perkins, with him to Norwich, where they remained a conſiderable time, 
to make themſelves fully acquained with the plans of theſe woollen manufactures. 

About 


— 
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camblettees, dominies, figured druggets, draft twiſted druggets, 
&c. The thinner goods, made of Iriſh worſteds, were ſcoured 
and dyed the fineſt colours, 5 ſcarlet, purple, crimſon, yellow, 
blue, green, &c, in a vaſt variety of ſhades; by which many 
ſcores of people, men, women, and children, of almoſt all ages, 


1753. were employed. Several *57 houſes in Bampton-ſtreet were con- 


Geo, II, 


ads 11 0 


verted into general workſhops, where ſeventy or eighty People 
were daily employed, and about as many without doors, in dif- 
ferent parts of the town, which greatly enlivened the inhabitants, 
by the hopes given of eſtabliſhing a new trade, which was likely 


to raiſe the town of Tiverton to as high a ſtate of ſplendor and 
importance, as at any paſt period of time. 


On the 12th of October, this year, the river Lowman overflowed 
all its banks, and roſe higher than had been known in the memory 
of man. The water was very high in the road towards Welling- 
ton, for a conſiderable way; in Mr. Blundell's ſchool-houſe and 


About the time they had effected their purpoſe, the manufacturers of Norwich ſuſpected 
their deſign; and it was with great difficulty and hazard they eſcaped from the city. 


Had they fallen into the hands of their purſuers, it probably would have coſt them 
their lives. 


166 Martin Dunsford, ſerge-maker, a ſenſible man, and ingenious manufacturer, ſu- 
perintended the whole of this buſineſs ſeveral years; dyed all the colours, except the vat 


blue and green, in his own houſe, oppoſite the workthops ; and paid the wages of all 


the people employed every week. Mr. Dunsford dyed the firſt piece of TAN woollen 
cloth in Tiverton. 


167 About twenty dwelling-houſes, on the weſt fide of Bampton-ſtreet, viz. where 


William Beſley now lives; the Widow Glaſs's houſes ; and ſome next the market- 
houſe, belonging to George Dunsford, 


green, 
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green, the boys rowed about in tubs, and the water covered the tops A. p. 
of many of the rails without the wall. But what made this flood "793+ 


more remarkable was, the fatal misfortune occaſioned by it to Mr. 
John Hurford, a reputable ſerge-maker of the town, who, in 108 at. 
tempting to ride acroſs the torrent, which violently ruſhed over the 
cauſeway at the eaſt end of Lowman bridge, from the 0 upper 
to the lower fide, was o driven by it into the river, thrown 
from his horſe, and carried down the main ſtream, by the fide of 
the ſchool-houſe wall, to behind the gardens in Gold- ſtreet, where 
he had ſtrength enough to claſp the ſtump of a tree, from whence 
he was taken a few hours afterwards, and every method (thought 
on at the time) tried for his recovery, but in vain. Towards the 
evening he was carried home on a bier to his deeply diſtreſſed wi- 
dow, much *7: lamented by all ranks of people, and buried a few 
days 172 after. 


168 To purſue a journey, on buſineſs, from this end of the town. 


169 The arches of the bridge were not large enough for all the water to paſs through ; 
it was therefore expected by many, that the bridge itſelf would have been ſwept away. 


170 Tt hath been ſuppoſed, that the horſe was frightened by the noiſe of the torrent, 
and ran backward over the ſide of the cauſeway, into the bed of the river. 


17 An extraordinary inſtance of regard for Mr. Hurford was ſhewn by one Anthony 
Gill, a man who flood on Lowman bridge when he fell into the river, who ſtripped im- 
mediately, and jumped over the wall of the bridge to ſave him from deſtruction ; but the 
water was ſo deep, and the torrent, in the full ſtream, ſo impetuous, that he could afford 


him no aſſiſtance, and narrowly eſcaped drowning himſelf, by laying hold on ſome wil- 
lous, on a bank oppoſite the dye-houſe. 


372 His horſe eſcaped drowning, by ſwimming out of the river into the highway. 
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On the 2d of June, this year, a *73 fire, occaſioned, as ſuppoſed, 
by lightning on a furze-houſe, burnt down the houſe and offices 
of John Corniſh, ſerge-maker, at Coalharbour, near the town of 
Tiverton. 


Early this 274 year, about two months before the general election 
for burgeſſes to parliament, the members of the ſeveral ſocieties of 
the labourers in the woollen manufacture, and moſt others of the 
common people, having been 75 taught to believe, that they had 
an equal claim with the members of the corporation to elect the 


burgeſſes to parliament for this borough, propoſed their claim, by 


letter, to Sir Dudley Ryder, one of the preſent repreſentatives, 
whoſe aſſiſtance they ſolicited, and endeavoured to convince him of 
the reaſonableneſs of it. They alſo informed him of their reſolu- 
tion to ſupport their claim, for that no improper conduct of their 
fathers and 75 predeceſſors could juſtly deprive them of their 
rights. 


273 Memorandum of Robert Mildon. 


* 


74 The above was collected from the teſtimonies of ſeveral eye and ear witneſſes. 
175 It is ſaid by Mr. Ballaman, an eminent attorney, living in the town at that time. 


776 The ſenſe of injury felt by the inhabitants of Tiverton, at the firſt general election 
for burgeſſes to parliament, after the obtaining the new charter, in 1724, when they were 
taught to believe the corporation had the excluſive right of election, hath never been 
wholly obliterated. Scarce an election hath ſince taken place, but ſome degree of re- 
ſentment hath been expreſſed againſt the memories of thoſe men, who had employed fo 
much low cunning to monopolize the right of election, and deprive their {ellow-citiz-ns 
of ſuch important privileges as they might juſtly have gloried in having obtained for then: 


and tranſmitted their names with honour to poſterity, as friends of the rights and liberties 
of mankind, 


As 
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As ſoon therefore as they knew thut the parliament was diſ- 


ſolved, the principal members of the ſaid ſocieties, wool-combers, 
weavers, ſcribblers, &c. aſſembled daily at their club-houſes, to 


conſult upon the beſt means of promoting their end and deſign ; 
and at night frequently beat braſs pans, as ſignals for meeting to- 
gether in larger bodies, to ſtrike terror into the minds of the mem- 
bers of the corporation, or any other perſons that might attempt to 
oppoſe their claim of electing the members of parliament. 

This conduct greatly alarmed the members of the corporation, 
particularly the Mayor, who ſent to the War- office for military aſ- 


ſiſtance; whereupon a troop of the Iniſkilling regiment of dra- 


goons, . conſiſting of 27 men, beſides officers, were ordered to Ti- 
verton, and ſoon after rode into the town, under the command of 
Lieutenant James Suttie, with drawn ſwords, and marked military 
appearance, The people, notwithſtanding, continued to purſue 


the meaſutes they had adopted. They determined, if poſſible, to 


prevent the members of the corporation from going to the Town=- 
hall on the day of election, or to proceed in the election without 
including their votes; and waited impatiently for the appointed 
time, which was kept very private, to elude their notice. 

On the 17th of April, a falſe report was circulated, that the elec- 
tion was to come on that day; upon which the common people 
aſſembled in the caftle-yard, * church-yard, ſheep-pens, &c. to 
be in readineſs to obſtruct the members of the corporation from 
proceeding to the election without them. From thence they walked 
in proceſſion, with the colours of their reſpective ſocieties, to the 
number of ſeven or eight hundred men, to the Mayor's houſe, near 
St. George's chapel, where one of them ſent a paper to the Mayor, 
but not having a ſatisfactory anſwer to it, they gave ſeveral loud 


177 The general places of rendezvous for the common people. 
Fog: huzzas, 
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A. DP. huzzas, and delivered their opinion very freely reſpeRing the elec 
775+ tion. The Mayor kept within doors, from ſickneſs or fear; but 


the Juſtice being with him, ſent for the Town-clerk, to read the 
riot act, which was done, in his preſence, at the Mayor's door. 


After which the people marched, in like proceſſion, without com- 


mitting any outrage, to the end of Fore-ſtreet, oppoſite the Three 
Tuns, the head quarters of the military ; there the dragoons were 
drawn up on guard, before whom the people paſſed, with loud huz- 
zas, and colours flying, very orderly. 

The Juſtice, rather officiouſly, went there alſo, with the Town- 
clerk, who read the riot act again; after which the Juſtice told the 
commander of the ſoldiers, that now was the time for him to exe- 
cute his office, This was the fignal of hoſtilrty. The dragoons 
immediately prepared themſelves to attack the people, as ſoon as 
they ſhould ſhew any appearance of offence, and paraded the town 
on horſeback, with their ſwords drawn, for that purpoſe. In the 
mean time the labourers, finding the election was not to come on 
this day, marched on in proceſſion to the church and caſtle yards, 


Increaſed to the number of a thouſand, to drink cyder; one or two 


hogſheads' of which they had bought, and conveyed there. The 
Juſtice hearing this, and fearing, or pretending to fear, tlie: conſe- 
quence of their drinking, went up, with the Town-clerik, to the 
ſheep-pens, and had the riot act read there alſo. . After Which he 
endeavoured to perſuade them to diſperſe, but to no purpoſe ; for 
they declared they would rather joſe their lives than their birth- 
rights, meanipg their right of election. They now walked in pro- 
ceſſion, with their colours, to commemorate the victory of Cullo- 
den, by the Duke of Cumberland, whoſe picte they had un one 
ſide of their large filk flag carried before them, and thit of King 
George II. on the other. The Juſtice, on this, returnea to 
the Tuns; and was followed ſome part of the way thither by many 
of the labourers, huzzaing and clapping their hands. Sctue of the 


1 
? 
: 


pART IV. REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES, 


dragoons, Who had been parading the ſtreets, now came up to the 
ſheep-pens and church-yard, and attempted, as is ſuppoſed, to take 
ſome of the men priſoners. This occaſioned general refiſtance, 


and ſome bloodſhed ; and the ſoldiers retreated, without effecting 


their purpoſe. 

Whilſt the Juſtice was ſwearing ſome additional conſtables at 
the Tuns, many hundreds of the people walked again in proceſſion, 
with their half pikes and colours, from the ſheep- pens and church- 
yard, through Peter- ſtreet, into Fore- ſtreet, where the dragoons, 
ſummoned to arms by beat of drum, were aſſembled, on horſeback, 


with their ſwords drawn and bayonets fixed, in readineſs to attack 


them at the word of command. The people, ſeeing them thus ar- 
ranged, and perhaps ſomewhat elated with their cyder, gave many 
loud huzzas in the ſtreet, as they paſſed before them ; upon which 
the 275 commander ordered his men to prevent the people from do- 
ing miſchief, as they appeared, he ſaid, to be preſſing towards the 
ſoldiers ; and preſenily after, by direction of the Juſtice, to attack 
them, though no other provocation had been given to him or the 
ſoldiers; upon which the dragoons firit knocked down ſome of 


the people with their firelocks ; then rode through the ſtreet, cut- 


ting with their broad {words, and itabbing with their bayonets, all 
that appeared to make reſiſtance; others they purſued in every di- 
rection, took their colours, and cut them in pieces. Some women 
ſeized Licutenant Suttie, the commander, by the collar, and took 
away his ſword, which he never after recovered. Many of the 
people were much cut, and ſeverely wounded, and retreated to their 


178 This Lieutenant Suttie, a warm youth, certainly ſtimvlated the Juſtice to order 
the attack. He was overheard to fav, © Give me lc: ve, Sir t order the men to fire, and 
vou ſhall feethe fellows hop ike peas.” His ride was nuch hurt by tis perſonal ſkir- 
miſh wit the wo en, and conſeguent loſs oi his ſword 3 which difyrace he was fre- 
guenty reminded of. 
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homes covered with blood; among others, one Henry Woodrowffe 
a ſhearman, was cut and mangled in a terrible manner, This man, 
ſupported by others, employed Mr, Cannington, a ſeuſible, honeſt, 


and active attorney, who had ſeen the affray, to recover damages; 


1756. 
Geo. It, 


1756. 
Geo, II. 


who ſoon after took out writs of Capias againſt the Juſtice and 


the officers of the dragoons, boldly ſerved them himſelf, and finally 


obliged the Juſtice, or his e friends, to make ample amends for 
the injuries done to the people. 


On Saturday evening, the z4th of January, this year, Thomas 
Coſway's dwelling-houſe, at Bolham, mill-houſe, mills, ſtable, and 
linhays, were ss burnt to the ground, with about 300 ſerges and 


druggets, in leſs than three hours. The cauſe of this fire is not 
certainly known. : 


Several attempts were made, this year, to find coals, in the pariſh 
of Tiverton. One ſociety was formed, and a fund of zool. raiſed, 
by fifty ſhares, or contributions; and expended in *** digging a 
152 pit, on Howden, about a quarter of a mile from the town, about 


* 


179 Sir William Yonge, the repreſentative of the corporation in parliament, is ſaid to 
have paid very conſiderable ſums to deliver the Juſtice and his aſſociates. 


180 Memorandum of Robert Mildon. 


19r The workmen began to dig the 6th of March, this year. Memorandum of 
George Warrin. 


182 This pit was never filled again, as it ought to have been, with the rubbiſh. It is 
now almoſt full of water, and overhung with willows and brambles. On meaſuring 
it in Auguſt, 1790, I found the depth but 132 feet; probably ſome part of the pit, to- 
wards the bottom, had fallen in, and occaſioned the difference in depth from the above 
account. The cattle, at paſture in the field, are remarkably aware of danger, and 
carefully avoid the place; but it may hereafter prove, a horrid watry grave to ſome | 
incautious rambler, 


150 
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go feet deep, and a drain of as many in extent, to no other uſeful 
purpoſe than that of employing many workmen as long as the 
money laſted. Some Shropſhire miners were the chief directors 
and leaders, in ſinking and walling the pit, at firſt with bricks, to 
a conſiderable depth, a very expenſive mode; afterwards ſome other 
miners ſecured the ſides of the pit, to the bottom, with large ſquare 
pieces of oak timber, five or ſix feet aſunder, a method leſs expen- 
five: but the maſons and carpenters of Tiverton had ſo rich an 
harveſt, that the money was ſoon s expended, except forty-five 
guineas, which were all ſunk by tickets in the government guinea 
lottery, that came up blanks. 


In the month of January, this year, there was a great 154 flood 
in Weſtex, occaſioned by the ſudden riſe of the river Exe. Some 
of the inhabitants were driven to their chambers ; others rowed 
in tubs and trundles through the ſtrect ; and the mill-houſe and 
mills at the end of it were ſwept away by the torrent, which was 
the means of preſerving a dwelling-houſe adjoining, with many 
people in it, who had been there an hour, or more, in conſtant 
dread of inſtantaneous deſtruction. 


The 185 turnpike roads from Tiverton. were begun to be made 


this year. The old roads were frſt 25 cloſed wp. for that purpoſe 
on the 17th of April. 


793 The many thouſand bricks, and great quantities of timber, would, probably, 
*ully compenſate for the labour and trouble of draining and filling the pit. 


154 Memorandums of ſeveral perſons, and verbal teſtimony. 
1%; See Appendix, No. 18. 


es Memorandum of George Warrin. 
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AD, 'The militia, raiſed in the pariſh of Tiverton, firſt s? marched 


Gro 11, into actual ſervice the 5th of July, this year, 


1760, The firſt * poſt-chaiſe, for hire, in Tiverton, was fat up this 
Geo. II. | 
year, by Thomas Haydon. 


17561. On the firſt of April, this year, the dwelling-houſe of John 
Geo, UI, Pearſe, dyer, at the end of St. Andrew's ſtreet, was 189 burnt. 


On the 159 24th of April, this year, the manufacture of Norwich 
woollen ſtuffs was ſuddenly ſtopped, and in a few weeks after fi- 
nally cloſed, to the great diſtreſs of many hundreds of people, 


17622 In February, one John Bates performed ſeveral extraordinary 
Geo: NI. feats of 19 horſemanſhip, in Blundell's ſchool-houſe green, before 
a great concourſe of ſpectators, N 


1762. In the month of May, this year, a dreadful fire broke out on 

Geo, III. % Angel-hill, at the houſe of John Palmer, Soap-boiler, which 
burnt with great fury ſeveral hours, notwithſtanding the greateſt 
efforts to extinguiſh the flames, by the fire-engines, blowing up 
houſes, &c. and conſumed twenty dwelling-houſes. 


187 Memorandum of G Warrin, 
x88 Memorandum of Henry Mildon. 
129 Memorandum of Robert Mildon. 
199 Memorandum of Henry Mildon. 


391 Verbal teſtimony. 
(Treat 
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Great commotions ſubſiſted in Tiverton during the months of WE. 
May and June, this year. The death of one of the principal mer- oe. Ze. 


chants 92 of Tiverton, who had conducted an extenſive woollen 
trade, by which a conſiderable part of the poor inhabitants had 
been employed many years, occaſioned not only a preſent general 
ſtagnation of buſineſs, but great fears among the labourers, that 
the 103 trade itſelf would be removed elſewhere, and that in conſe- 
quence they would be obliged to leave their abodes, wives, and 
families, unleſs ſome other merchant, of fortune and capacity, 
could be influenced to ſettle in Tiverton. They therefore applied, 
in a body, to the Mayor and corporation, to requeſt them to elect 
Mr. Charles Baring, a conſiderable merchant of Exon, to fill one 
of three vacancies then in the corporation, as he had made ſome 
overtures for that purpoſe, had offered to refide in the town, and 
conduct a conſiderable woollen trade in it, by which they hoped 
more buſineſs would be introduced than had been loſt, and them- 
ſelves fully and conſtantly employed, from which all the inhabi- 
tants of the town and pariſh would reap great '95 benefit. The 
oreater part of the corporation engaged themſelves to vote for Mr. 
Baring, and the Mayor promiſed to call a hall for the election. 


This declaration ſo enlivened the poor labouurers, that they 


192 Oliver Peard, Eſq. who had ſufficient influence and addreſs to reign unrivalled in 
Tiverton many years. 


193 It was not known, at this time, that any of Mr, Peard's family would ſucceed to 
the trade of his houſe. 


194 Mr. Baring had taken a houſe in Peter-ſtreet ſome little time before, and given 
many orders for woollen goods to ſeveral of the manufacturers of the town. 


395 The principal cauſe of the increaſe of the poor rates in Tiverton, hath been the 
want of conſtant employ for the labourers in the woollen manufacture, 


Q made 


| a 


: A. D, 
1765. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


made a grand proceſſion, with the colours of their ſeveral ſocietics, 
about the town, and then returned peaceably to their reipective ha- 
bitations. 

The Mayor, however, did not call a hall for the election at the 


time the people expected, and as he had *9* promiſed, 


This neglect, or refuſal, greatly enraged the wool-combers, 
weavers, &c. They had been informed, that the majority of the 
members of the corporation, at this time, would have voted for Mr. 
Baring ; and that the Mayor's refuſal to call a hall, becauſe himſelf 
was now averſe to the election of Mr. Baring, would probably 
deſtroy the hope they had entertained of ſecuring his trade and re- 


196 The reaſons given by the mayor and his party, for not calling a hall for the 
election at this time, were, that Mr. Baring had expreſſed his intention to have his 
brother and friend alſo elected to fill the other two vacancies, and to lay the members of 
the corporation under obligation to him in trade; and by theſe means to engroſs the 
ſole intereſt and direction of the corporation, thereby to obtain the receiverſhip of 
the land-tax for the county of Devon, and get himſelf or brother choſen one of the re- 
preſentatives in parliament for the borough, on the next vacancy or general election. 
The mayor, &c. ſaid, that they did not approve electing any man into the corporation 
who had ſuch views, by whom they ſhould be kept in as abſolute a ſtate of dependance 
as that from which they had lately been freed ; and that they did not think it 'would be 
promotive of the trading intereſt of the town, that any merchant ſhould be receiver of the 
land-tax; as it would give an individual the command of large ſums of money, a private 
advantage often exerciſed heretofore to the injury of other merchants reſident in the 
town, by its being employed to monopolize the trade. 

How far thefe men were influenced by ſuch laudable motives, it is difficult to ſay : 
they would have been eſteemed more diſinte eſted as a body, if it had not been known, 
that the intereſt of the corporation to btain the receiverſhip was given to the perſon, 
appointed for an annuity of 801. and a pipe of port wine yearly. | 

It was aſſerted by the oppoſite party, that the mayor did not hold the hall at this time 
becauſe he was negociating with both parties, and ſtood aloof to make the moſt profitable 
bargain for himſelf. 


197 Becauſe he could not have from Mr. Baring, faid his opponents, the premium he 
required. | 


ſidence 
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ſidence in the town. To obtain, therefore, what they 1 un- 
doubtedly believed to be the general intereſt of the town, they de- 
termined, if poſſible, to compel the Mayor to call a hall for the 
election immediately. Accordingly on the 12th day of June, when 
the Mayor was coming into the town, they aſſembled in a large 
body, and followed him through the ſtreets, to the Angel Inn, and 


ſurrounded the houſe, inſiſting he ſhould promiſe to vote for Mr. 


Baring. After ſome time, ſeveral of them, chiefly women, broke 
into the houſe, through the windows, and into the room where the 
Mayor was, and greatly inſulted him, pulling off his wig, ſtriking 
him, twiſting his noſe, and threatening to kill him, if he did not 
immediately fign a paper they then produced to him, by which 
he was to undertake to vote for Mr. Baring, and to call a hall 
within eight days, in order to ele& him to fill up one of the 
vacancies in the corporation. Being ſo circumſtanced, and to 
preſerve his life, he ſigned the engagement; and was alſo com- 
pelled by them to ſwear to perform what he had ſubſcribed. They 
then went to ſeveral other members of the corporation, inſulted 
them, and threatened their lives and houſes, if they did not fign 
the ſame paper, which, from fear of ſuch threats being executed, 


198 Tt was ſaid, the common people were bribed with money and liquor, now, and at 
different times afterwards, to take the part they did, and purſue the violent meaſures 
they had adopted. I cannot ſay they had no ſuch motives; but do not think that 
any money, or liquor, would long have induced them to ſupport a cauſe they had_not 
believed beneficial to the general intereſt of their ſocieties; and how far their opinion 
was right, in the preſent inſtance, muſt be left to the judgment of the manufacturers and 
traders of Tiverton. , 

I wiſh- it could be ſaid, with truth, of all thoſe in higher ſtations of life, that money 
and liquor had no prevalence over their minds ; that they were at all times engaged in 
laudabie purſuits, in promoting the intereſt and welfare of the community; in ſeeking 
their own from the general happineſs, not in the ſelfiſh excluſion of others from thoſe 
common benefits, to which all have equally juſt claims with themſelves, 
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ſeveral of them did. In conformity, the Mayor iſſued notices, 
bearing date the 14th of June, that he ſhould hold a hall the 
17th of June, for electing three burgeſſes and three aſſiſtants, to 
fill the vacancies in the corporation, However, the Mayor, 
thinking he was no way obliged to regard a promiſe fo forcibly 
extorted from him; and being unwilling to have Mr. Baring 
elected, which probably would be the caſe, as he had yet the ma- 
jority, 99 withdrew the notices the evening previous to the ap- 
pointed day of election; and perceiving the labourers grown into 
a great and dangerous body, that repeatedly threatened to kill and 
pull down the houſes of ſuch of the corporation as ſhould refuſe 
to comply with their propoſals, or attempt to put the laws in 
execution againſt them; he thought it prudent, as the civil power 
about him was not ſufficient, or not enough under his com- 
mand, to apply to the Secretary of War for ſome military aſſiſtance, 
and abſconded till he received it. But before any ſoldiers 
could be ſent to the town, the labourers in the woollen manu- 
facture again aſſembled, on Monday, the 20 17th of June, to the 


number 


199 "The notices were not regularly withdrawn; but the Mayor ſent his beadle to the 
members of the corporation, to ſay, he could not attend the hall the next day; and 


ſent the following note to the Town-clerk : 


& Sir, Bolham, June, 16, 1765. 
<« I defire you will immediately recall the notices that have been given out to the gen- 
tlemen of the corporation, requiring their attendance, to fill the corporation, on Monday, 
by ten o'clock, as I am obliged to be out of town; and bring me freſh notices, to be 
delivered out when I return to hold the court on Tueſday next. 


« Joun WEBBER, Mayor,” 


ad About two hundred men of the 23d regiment, or Welcli Fuſileers, who marched 
into the town the 18th of June. 


zor The day appointed by the Mayor's notices for the election, when ſixteen of the 
members of the corporation attended, at the town-hall, conformably thereto ; fourteen 


of 
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then in the church-yard, where they had ſome hogtheads of cyder ; 
and, after having forcibly ſearched ſeveral houſes in the town for 
the Mayor, threatening to kill him, and offering a reward for 
the diſcovery. of him, they went to the village of Bolham, within 
the pariſh of Tiverton, between the hours of one and four in the 
afternoon, and broke all the glaſs and lead work of the windows of 
the Mayor's dwelling-houſe, and entirely deſtroyed ten windows. 
They alſo broke open the doors, entered the houſe, demoliſhed 
many of the houſhold goods, and drank ſeveral bottles of wine and 
rum. They alſo deſtroyed his garden, and greatly injured the houſe 
itſelf, aſſaulted the ſervants, and, it is ſaid, again threatened to kill 
the Mayor, if they could find him. They broke down and de- 
ſtroyed five cloth-racks, or tenters, belonging to him, in a field ad- 
joining the houſe ; and almoſt entirely demoliſhed a large wear, on 
the river Exe, zoo feet long, and near 20 wide, which conveyed 
water to ſome fulling mills, belonging to the Mayor : the dwel- 
ling-houſes alſo of ſeveral of his tenants were attacked, and much 
injured ; and in the evening of the ſame day, ſeveral 20 threatening 
papers were thrown about the village of Bolham, 

Previous to the commiſſion of theſe outrages, the combers and 
weavers had frequently aſſembled at their club-houſes, and wrote 
and ſent letters to ſeveral of the corporation, threatening, that they 


of whom declared, they would vote for Mr. Baring; but the Mayor not being preſent, 
they could not proceed to election. To find the Mayor, lead him to the hall, and 
bring on the election, was the deſign of the common people, before they went to Bolkam. 


202 When it was too late in the day to bring on the election, if they had found him. 


203 Copy of theſe papers. If any perſon ſhall lay any information againſt any per- 


fon or perſons when the northen ſtorm fell at Bolham, diſtruction, yea inevitable ruin, 
wall attend them, God damy.” 
ſhould 


249 


number of three hundred, and upwards, firſt in the oat- market, A. p. 


1765. 


280 
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ſhould never have any perſon to work for them, if they did not 
vote for Mr. Baring. They alſo ſtuck up notices in different parts 
of the town, threatening, that if any perſon **4 traded with ſuch 
members, that the combers and weavers, and their families, would 
never trade with ſuch perſons; they alſo laid fines on every 
member of their own ſocieties, who ſhould break through this re- 
ſolution. By theſe means, the trade of ſeveral members of the cor- 
poration was ſtopped, and continued ſo ſome time after the election. 

The Mayor having zes again iſſued his notices to the members 
of the corporation, that a common hall would be held the firſt of 
July, to fill up the vacancies in that body, the goth of June 
the town was in great confuſion, The labourers were ſtill earneſt 
to have Mr. Baring elected; and a report prevailed, that many 
thouſands would come into the town the next morning, to unite 
with the combers and weavers here, to enforce ſuch election. The 
next day the election came on; the three 29 vacancies in the cor- 
poration were filled, but Mr. Baring was not choſen. Upon this, 
the common people were much incenſed; a large body attacked 


the Town-hall with ſhowers of ſtones, whilſt the corporation, &c. 


. 


204 They would not even permit any perſon to ſell urine to the Mayor to ſcour the 


cloths in the fulling mills. There was a conſtant and almoſt univerſal cry about the 


the town many days“ Baring for ever. No p—ſs for Webber.” 


205 By this time the Mayor, and his party, had procured a member of the corpo- 
ration, who was a ſoldier, to be removed, ſo as not to vote againſt them; and another 
in the War-office, who had been from Tiverton twenty years, to vote on their ſide. 
They had alſo converted four of their members, living in Tiverton, who had promiſed 
to vote for Mr. Baring, whether with money, liquor, or both, it is not neceſſary for me 
to ſay ; and thus formed a majority againſt Mr. Baring. 


206 Py electing George Lewis and Richard Enchmarch, merchants, of Tiverton, and 
John Duntze, Eſq. merchant, of Exon. Eleven members voted for theſe, and ten for 


Mr. Baring 


Were 
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were in it. They beat down the windows, aſſaulted the Mayor and 5 & 


members of the corporation who had not voted for Mr. Baring as 
they came out of the Hall, and threw ſtones, &c. at them in the 
ſtreets, as they paſſed to their reſpective habitations. 
On the 2d of July information having been made againſt ſeveral 
erſons concerned in the riot at the Mayor's houſe at Bolham, John 
Lock and Francis Lock, two of the rioters, were apprehended, and 
ordered to be committed to the county gaol, under a proper *® guard, 
On ſending them out of the town, a great number of people again 
aſſembled, with an intent, as ſuppoſed, to reſcue them ; where- 
upon the officers requeſted the Mayor to attend and ſee the priſoners 
conducted out of town, leſt there ſhould be any attempt made to 
releaſe them. When the Mayor, with conſtables and ſoldiers, 
was in execution of this buſineſs, one Robert Gooding particu- 
larly inſulted him, and others declared the priſoners ſhould not be 
conveyed to Exeter. Thus abetted, Gooding grew more clamo- 
rous for their reſcue, and dared to curſe and even collar the Mayor, 
whilſt ſtones were thrown at the magiſtrate and guards. Gooding 
being now taken into cuſtody, the mayor committed him to gaol 
with the others, for an attempt to reſcue. This was about nine 
o'clock in the evening; and the people ſeeing the guard reſolved 
to do their duty, ſome retreated, whilſt others ran forward to»Sil- 
verton, through which the priſoners were to paſs, and raiſed the 
labouring people of that town. When the conſtables arrived there, 
they were beaten, wounded, and forced to remain in the 208 ſtreet, 
in great danger of their lives, during the night. In the mean time, 


207 Ten conſtables, and twenty-four ſoldiers, 


205 John Baker, one of the conſtables, informed me, that none of the inhabitants 
would take any of the conſtables into their houſes ; nor could they get entertain ment 


from any public houſe in Silverton, for many hours. 
the 
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the ſoldiers, who had halted at the head of the town, receiving in. 
telligence of this obſtruction, and that their attempting to paſs that 
way might be productive of bloodſhed,” conveyed their priſoners 
circuitouſly through the neighbouring fields, under cover of the 
night, and lodged them in the county gaol at Exon early in the 
morning. At the following aſſizes, about a month after, they 


were tried, and ſentenced to pay a fine of 138. 4d. each, and be im- 
priſoned ſix months. 


Aſſize warrants were alſo iſſued to apprehend many of the 
common people of Tiverton, for a riot, and affault on John 
Webber, Eſq. Mayor of Tiverton, which obliged them to leave 
their families, and kept them and others in painful ſuſpence a long 
time. Theſe warrants depreſſed the ſpirits of the labourers in the 
woollen manufacture in Tiverton ; and taught them ſo much of the 


laws, that there hath ſcarcely happened an inſtance of any violent 
ontrage in or about the town 209 ſince. 


209 The above account was collected from the caſe drawn up by the attornies of each 
party; the London Gazette, for 29th June, 1765; the evidences of Francis and John 

Lock, the two priſoners ; verbal teſtimony ; and private memorandums from ſeveral 
.other perſons. ; 

I have been more particular in this relation, and that of the laſt riot, to avoid noticing 
ſome others of leſs importance, occaſioned by differences between the merchants, ſerge- 
makers, and labourers, of "Tiverton, which have been generally conducted in ſimilar 
manner, and ſeldom productive of any good conſequences. Oppreſſion and extortion 
have ſometimes created oppoſition and violence. At other times, impoſition and inſo- 
lence have greatly injured the trade and manufactures of Tiverton, and called forth the 
civil powers to preſerve peace and due ſubordination. 

At preſent, I think, a more reaſonable ſpirit ſeems to pervade all parties here. And 
would men permit reaſon, at all times, to preſide ; would they be as ready to do juſtice 
to others, as to claim it for themſelves ; many diſorders would be baniſhed from the 
world: they would be freed from many pangs of remorſe and ſhame, which an obſlinate 


adherence to their prejudices, paſſions, and ſelfiſh purſuits, create for themſelves, and 
which occaſion many calamities to their fellow-creatures, 


In 
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Webber, late Mayor of Tiverton, was burnt to the ground. 


253 
In the ſummer, the dwelling-houſe, at Bolham, of o John A. v. 


1766, 
Geo, III. 


This year a new clock was put up in the * tower of St. Peter's 1771. 


church, which coſt 80l. 198. 7d. 


This year alfo St. Peter's church and tower were declared to be 
in 2 danger from the river Exe, which had been gradually chang- 


ing its bed and courſe many years, and now waſhed the foot of 


the hill underneath the church-yard wall, which a committee re- 


ported, at a veſtry meeting, would probably be thrown down by 


it, and the foundations of the tower be endangered. An order of 
veſtry, declarative of the ſame, was made in conſequence, 


Geo. 11I. 


The *:3 ſtone bridge, of two arches, over the river Lowman, at 1772. 
the eaſt end of the town, was widened, repaired, and nearly rebuilt, 6 III. 


at the coſt of 69 l. 1 58. 2d. 


Alſo the 2:3 bridge, of five arches, at Bickleigh, over the river 
Exe. | 


219 Memorandum of Henry Mildon. 
211 See Churchwardens Account; alſo Donation, No. 85, Part III. 


212 When theſe variations of the river, and the veſtry order of Auguſt 7, were re 
ported to Philip Parkhouſe, an eminent bookſeller, of the town, he ſaid, that the fears 


and troubles of the pariſhioners were unneceſſary; for he had read in the New Teſta- 
ment, that even the gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt the Church, 
213 By order of veſtry, and at the expence of the pariſh, 


Rr The 
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A.D. The 24 ſtone bridge, of two arches, over the river Lowman, at 
G. Hi. the ſouth end of St. Andrew's ſtreet, was built this year, by Tho. 
Winſloe, Eſq. of Colliprieſt ; towards the coſt of which, the pariſh 

of Tiverton gave 201. and 5s. per annum for twenty years. 


Alſo the *'4 ſtone bridge at Cove, over the river Exe, at the Joint 
expence of Tiverton pariſh and the hundred of Witheridge : the 
coſt 271. 


1773, In Odober, ſome Corniſh miners, recruits of the 3iſt regiment, 
CI being in Tiverton, s dug, in the garden behind John Bryant's 
houſe, in Fore-ſtreet, to diſcover a ſubterraneous paſſage, or co- 
vered way, ſaid to have led from the caſtle to the centre of the 

- town, without ſucceſs; but at the depth of thirty feet, they took 
up ſeveral lumps of tin ore, which were ſhewn to many of the in- 
habitants. They alſo dug in the round tower of the caſtle, for the 

ſame purpoſe, to a level with the bottom of the ſurrounding moat, 

but did not diſcover any part of the ſuppoſed ſubterraneous paſſage. 


1773- This year a fire broke out in Back-lane, Weſtex, which con- 
Geo, III. . 
ſumed about 26 twenty-five dwellings, 2 


October 12th, the pariſhioners of Tiverton, at a veſtry meeting, 
claimed the *:7 ſtream of water, commonly called the Town Leat, 


214 See the Order of Veſtry in the Journal book. 


215 Memorandum of Henry Mildon, who told me he had ſeen ſeveral TAR of the 
tin ore. 


216 Verbal teſtimony, and memorandums of ſeveral perſons. 
217 See the Order of Veſtry in the Journal book. 
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ſrom the aſhtree,'in Norwood common, to Coggan's well, in Fore- A. p. 


ſtreet, Tiverton ; and declared, that no perſon had a right to divert "114 
its courſe at any place between. 


This year a fire broke out in the 218 hoſpital, which was happily .. 1775- 
extinguiſhed without doing much damage. As was alſo one be- * [. 
hind the Seven Stars inn, Weſtex. Geo, III. 


This year the organ in St. Peter's church was thoroughly s re- 1776. 
paired, and the front pipes finely gilt, at an expence to the pariſh © 
of more than 3ool. 


In conſequence of ſeveral advertiſements, and by public cry, on 1782. 
Thurſday, November 28, the inhabitants of Tiverton, gentlemen, ©** 
merchants, traders, and manufacturers, aſſembled in great 20 num- 
bers, but in moſt decent order, in the church-houſe and church- 
yard there, to conſider of the propriety of preſenting a petition to 
parliament, for a more adequate and *** proportionate repreſen- 
tation of that borough ; when, by unanimous conſent, Martin 
Dunsford, merchant, was called to the chair; who, after acknow- 
ledging his abilities unequal to the taſk, opened the buſineſs of the 


day, with an addreſs to the company on the great advantage and 


218 Verbal teſtimony. 
219 By Paul Micheau, of Exon. 


220 Suppoſed more than a thouſand people. The above account was extracted from | 
a publication of the committee at the time, and ſeveral London and other newſpapers. 


ar This was at a time when a general ſenſe prevailed throughout the kingdom of 
the neceſſity of having a more equal repreſentation of the people in parliament, and peti- 
tions were preſented from many boroughs, ſetting forth their ſeveral peculiar hardſhips, 
and pointing out the general great inequality of repreſentation. 


Rr 2 bleſſing 
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bleſſing of civil and political liberty, which the pure Britiſh conſti- 
tution acknowledges to be the unalienable right of the people, and 
invites them to a ſhare in that government, which enacts laws af. 
fecting the lives and liberties of the poor, as well as the properties 


of the rich: that the people were accountable for their beſt endea- 


vours to preſerve this bleſſing inviolate to their lateſt poſterity: 
that as the whole body of the people was too great to aſſiſt in the 
legiſlature, a repreſentation, proportionate to population, was the 
natural mode of ſpeaking the general voice. He then bade them 
enquire, whether their voice was given in the repreſentation of that 
town. Whether the repreſentatives of twenty- five men, in the 
preſent enjoyment of many douceurs, and elected by themſelves, 
could be ſaid to be a juſt or proportionate repreſentation of a bo- 
rough, containing five thouſand inhabitants; if not, that it became 
neceſſary, by a humble petition to parliament, to ſeek redreſs from 
this grievance, not only as a local, but a national evil; for if there 
ſhould be many boroughs ſo repreſented, not only a peer of the 
realm, but even the King of France, by a cunning diſtribution of 
a few thouſand pounds, might ſend members to the Britiſh par- 
liament. 

He wiſhed not, he ſaid, for any excluſive in; but hoped 
a petition to parliament from that peculiar horough, at a time 
when petitions were preparing from many other places, would hap- 
pily tend to promote a general 2 reform, and be a means of pro- 
ducing an adequate and proportionate repreſentation of all our fel- 
low ſubjects throughout the kingdom. An almoſt univerſal cry 
for a petition now took place, when George Owens, attorney-at- 


222 An unnatural coalition of the ſeveral great political parties in the kingdom, ſoon 
after the petitions were preſented, deſtroyed all the hopes of any reform taking place for 
fome time to come. 


law, 


ParTIV. REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES. 


law, produced a petition, properly prepared for ſigning, if approved, 
which the chairman read aloud, and defired, if any perſons had any 
objections, they would now urge them, on which the *:3 Rev. Wm. 
Wood (only) ſtepped forward, and ſaid, he thought the petition 
had been more general, and declared he diſliked the deſign of it, 
becauſe it would produce riot, intemperance, and diſorder at every 
election; and he wiſhed to preſerve peace and tranquility at ſuch 
ſeaſons. He was anſwered by Nicholas Dennys and George Dunſ- 
ford, merchants, and others; and laſtly by the chairman, who read 
the laſt paragraph of the petition, as a full anſwer to his firſt ob- 
jection, and proved that his laſt held as ſtrongly againſt the com- 
mon bleſſings of life, as againſt the people's enjoying their political 
rights; both might be groſsly abuſed by ſome, but that was no 
reaſon for depriving mankind in general of the common bounties 


of nature. He publicly thanked the gentleman for his objeQions,” 


becauſe an opportunity was offered for anſwering them. The 
2:4 petition Was again read, and received with three loud cheers. 
The inhabitants now univerſally deſired to ſign it; which buſineſs 
was conducted with great order, regularity, and peace, by William 
Smale, John Owens, George Dunsford, and Nicholas Dennys, 
merchants, James Pulling, ſerge-maker, John Drake, ſurgeon, and 
others. The petition was ſigned by many hundreds of the inha. 
bitants on the ſpot, the chairman reading it every half hour, ſuc- 
ceeded by three loud cheers. About three o'clock many of the 
gentlemen adjourned to the Three Tuns, to dinner; where ſome- 
country gentlemen, of conſiderable property, applied for leave to 
ſign it as ſuch, and to offer their aſſiſtance and ſupport. The 


223 Miniſter at this time of Prior's portion, Tiverton. 


224 See Copy of the Petition in Appendix, No. 31. | 
| | next 
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next and following days it was carried through the town, and 


ſigned by all ranks; not ten men (excluſive of the corporation) re- 
fuſed it thoughout the borough, ſuch univerſal deſire prevailed for 
its final ſucceſs. Seven 225 of the inhabitants were choſen to con- 


duct the buſineſs of the petition, who met weekly, and corre. 


1783. 
Geo, III. 


ſponded with ſome of the firſt characters in the Houſe of Commons, 
ſeveral of whom profeſſed their readineſs to ſupport the object of 
this, and all other petitions for like purpoſe. 

It was preſented to the Houſe by James Townſend, Eſq. Alder- 
man of London, and Member for Calne, in Wiltſhire, read, op- 
poſed by the members for the 2:5 corporation of Tiverton, but or- 
dered to lie on the table, with many other petitions of the ſame 
purport. 


In March, this year, one Thomas Ewings, a butcher and farmer, 
at Lower Yerlſtone, near Bickleigh, was *:7 murdered by his own 
ſervant, John Smart, who beat out his brains with a hatchet, whilſt 
ſitting by his fire ſide, without any ſuſpicion of attack. Smart was 
convicted at the ſucceeding aſſizes at Exon, and executed. 


— 
* 


225 Martin Dunsford, Nicholas Dennys, Eſq. George Dunsford, and William 
Smale, merchants; George Owens, attorney-at-law ; William Stone, yeoman; 
and James Pulling, ſerge- maker; each of whom ſpent many pounds, and em- 
ployed much of their time to promote the great and good end of the petition, for the 
benefit equally of their fellow-citizens at large with themſelves, without calling on any 
of them to contribute towards the expence. 


226 This oppoſition ſufficiently evinced, what little reaſon the inhabitants of Tiverton 
had, to eſteem the members of parliament choſen by the corporation as their repreſenta- 
tives, or what hope they can in future entertain of any public good, of which they may 
participate, from men ſo elected having ſeats in the Houſe of Commons. 


227 Memorandum of Henry Mildon, and others, 
In 
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In April and May, this year, the elegant ſtone market-croſs, 7 
built by William Upcott, ſoon after the fire in 1731, an ornament Geb. It. 
to the town, in the centre of Fore-ſtreet, was 228 taken down, as 
were alſo the fleſh and fiſh ſhambles, which extended from the 
croſs, nearly in the middle of the ſtreet, to almoſt oppoſite the eaſt 
corner of St. George's chapel-yard, and all the materials ſold. 


In October, this year, a fire broke out in 229 Littlefilver-ſtreet, 
which conſumed three or four poor dwellings. 


This year the Churchwarden, perceiving in the public rates many A, 1 Ki 
inſtances of diſproportionate aſſeſſment, occaſioned by the ignorance 7 
of the real value of the eſtates and houſes in the pariſh, or the un- 
due influence of many perſons heretofore in the direction of public 
affairs, propoſed a plan for impartially eſtimating the value of all 
the eſtates and houſes in the pariſh, by committees, choſen from 
the town and each quarter, to equalize the rates, and form a leſs 
complicated and obſolete plan for making ſuch rates in future, than 
hundreds of weeks in a year. 

An order of veſtry paſſed the 22d of % December. for this pur- 
poſe, and a general rate was made, conformable to the above ſcheme, 
and by the means above propoſed, which, though not abſolutely 
perfect was much more juſt than uſual, and within a little time 


might have been brought to a ſufficient degree of perfection; but 


223 To the great regret of many of the inhabitants. See Part III. Liſt of Donations, 
No. 35, 43, 46, 52. Alſo a publication by the Churchwarden on this occaſion, dated 
Tiverton, 18th December, 1783. 


229 Memorandum of Joſeph Stook. 


230 dee the Veſtry Journal, of this date. 
fome 
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ſome 231 ſelf-intereſted inhabitants, who found themſelves loſers by 
a ſcale of juſtice and equity, raiſed ſo great a clamour, and com- 
bined ſo ſtrongly againſt the rate, that it was quaſhed at the court, 
perhaps for want of ſufficient attention to the end and deſign of it, 
and the partial views of its oppoſers. 


A fire conſumed the farm-houſe at 3. Lodge-hills, in the pariſh 
of Tiverton, before any aſſiſtance could be given to the inhabitants. 


On Saturday, about ten in the evening, of the 14th of May, a 
232 fire broke out in South-ſtreet, Weſtex, at the houſe of Matthew 
Marſhall, a maſon, which extending on both ſides of the ſtreet, in 
four or five hours, burnt forty-ſeven dwelling-houſes, beſides out- 
houſes, ſtables, &c. Eight others were pulled down to ſtop the 
progreſs of the flames, which by the exertions of the people in 
general, and the well- directed diſcharges of four fire-engines at the 
extremities, were happily ſubdued about three in the morning. 
The damage done was eſtimated at about 2000]. ; and the ex- 
pence of 233 rewarding the men who were remarkable for their 
active endeavours to extinguiſh the fire, aſſiſting the inhabi- 


tants, and the playing and repairing the fire-engines, amounted 
to the ſum of 5g]. 3s. 10d. 


* 


231 By the purſuit of this equitable plan, the Churchwarden ſubjected himſelf to the 
reſentment of the whole of this claſs of the inhabitants, and was much perſecuted by 
many of them. ? 


231 Verbal teſtimony from ſeveral perſons. 


233 The Churchwarden, who had the chief direction of the fire-engines, &c. rewarded 
all the poor men (that brought written teſtimonial of their having deſerved it from re- 
putable perſons) according to their reſpective merits; and fixed the liſt of ſuch names 
and rewards againſt the doors of the churches, to encourage like exertions in future 
Emergencies, 


June 
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June 1ſt, this year, at the requeſt of the Churchwarden, a meet- A. p. 
ing *34 was held, in St. Peter's church and veſtry, of the inhabi- Ro 
tants of the town and pariſh of Tiverton, for the purpoſe of eſta- 
bliſhing Sunday-ſchools, on voluntary ſubſcriptions, to inſtruct 
poor children in reading, to prevent the ill effects of idleneſs and 
want of employ on. that day, and to encourage the practice, and 
confirm the habit, of regularly attending public divine ſervice, 

At this *35 meeting a committee was appointed to conduct the 
buſineſs of an application for ſubſcriptions, and to draw up rules and 
regulations for ſuch ſchools. Seven ſchools were ſoon after formed. 

At this 235 time nine ſchools are eſtabliſhed in and about Tiver- 


234 See the Veſtry Journal. 5 
235 See the annual publication of the Liſts of the Schools, Superintendants, Teachers, 


number of Children, and Accounts of the Committee. 


236 The year 1790. | 

The perſons that formed the firſt committee, on eſtabliſhing the ſchools, have con- 
tinued in their reſpective offices to the preſent time, as under: | 

Richard Blundell, Eſq. Preſident, Rev. Henry Land, Vice Preſident, Rev. John 
Follett, Treaſurer. 


COMMITTEE. 
William Lewis, Rev. John Pitman, Martin Dunsford, Nicholas Dennys, Eſq. Geo. 


Dunsford, William Befly, William Smale, John Wood. 
SCHOOLS AT PRESENT, 


Schools. Teachers. Scholars. Superintendants. 
1—8t. Peter-ſtreet, Nathaniel Kingdon, 26 William Lewis. 
2—Bampton-ſtreet, Hannah Rice, 26 Richard Blundell, Eſq. 
3—Weſtex, Thomas Knight, 26 Nicholas Dennys, Eſq. 
4—Elmore, Joſeph Coſway, 26 William Beſly. 

5 —Bolham, Robert Garland, 26 Martin Dunsford. 

6—8t. Andrew's ſtreet, William Bryant, 26 Rev. John Follett. 

7— Town's End, Thomas Coſway, 32 John Wood. 

8—Willbrooke, luames How, "5 9 William Smale. 

9—Weſtex, Henry Mildon, 26 George Dunsford. 
| 240 


8 8 ton; 
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ton ; at which are inſtructed 240 children every Sunday, who are 
Jed by the teachers, in decent order, to the ſeveral churches and 
meeting-houſes in the town. Some good effects have been pro- 
duced already from theſe ſchools; and probably poſterity will reap 


© conſiderable benefit from the eſtabliſhment of them. 


1786. 
eb. III. 


1788. 
Geo. III. 


1788. 
Geo, III. 


This ſummer 237 John Hawkings, labourer, was killed, by a 
great load of earth ſinking ſuddenly upon him, whilſt at work in 
the brick-field. 


In January, this year, Richard Crook, a young man, was 237 kil- 
led, by the falling in of a pump-well he had been repairing, be- 
hind William Nott's houſe, in Fore-ſtreet : whilſt drawing up 
in a bucket, after finiſhing the repairs, the ſides and top of the 
well ſuddenly ſunk, and buried him to the depth of near 5o feet, 
Friday, about noon. The earth was removed, and his body taken 


up, Saturday, about midnight, much cruſhed ; but a candle he had 
in his pocket was found entire. 


On the 14th of May, about two in the afternoon, a 238 fire 
broke out at the houſe of Moſes Carter, a baker, on the weſt fide 
of St. Peter-ſtreet, which conſumed, in three or four hours, about 
twenty dwelling-houſes, &. Providentially the wind was at Eaſt 
and North-eaſt, which blew the flames over the gardens, towards 
the river Exe; otherwiſe, it is highly probable, a great part of 
the town would have been deſtroyed. The expence incurred in 
extinguiſhing this fire, by the engines, &c. and by rewards to thoſe 


237 Mem. of Henry Mildon. 
238 Verbal teſtimony. 


men 
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men who were diſtinguiſhed by their active exertions, amounted to „. = 


the 239 fum of St. 8s. 2d. 


1788 


On the 16th of May, a Mr. Weſt filled a *4* balloon of paper, 1788. 


about fifty feet ia circumference, with gaz, from ſpirits of wine, 
in the Bowling-green, Tiverton, which roſe to a very conſiderable 
height, ſo as to appear little bigger than a bowl; was carried by 
the wind about three miles, and deſcended in Halbertou pariſh, 
near Bickleigh. 


Geo, III. 


On Friday, the 19th of May, John Newton, a farmer, and Ra 


his ſon, attempting to ride acroſs the river Exe, about eleven 
at night, from a coppice on the Waſhfield fide of the river, where 


they had been barking oak, to their dwelling, at Lower Fairby, in 


the pariſh of Tiverton, were ſwept away by the violence of the 


current, ſwelled by a heavy rain a few hours before, and 2 drowned. 
The horſe was driven down the ſtream near half a mile, before he 
he could reach the bank and get to land. The body of the lad was 
taken up from Waſhfield wear the 31ſt of May, about noon, and 
buried in Waſhfield church-yard the 5th of June. That of the 
father was not found till the 7th of June, when it was taken up 


near the ſame wear, and buried by his ſon the 1oth of the ſame 
month. He left a widow big with child, and fix young children, 


239 Which was repaid by the ſeveral inſurance offices proportionately, as were all the 


expences alſo of ſeveral late fires, a conduct certainly promotive of the intereſt of thoſe 
offices, 


249 Mem. of Henry Mildon, and others. 


24: Mem, of Thomas Gamlen, who promoted the ſubſcription for the unfortunate 


family; and had the information from a labourer, who parted from John Newton but 
a few minutes before the accident. 


882 to 


Geo. III. 
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4.68 deplore his fate; for whom a ſubſcription was made by the in- 
TIO habitants of Tiverton, &c. and 131. 125. raiſed to defray the extra- 
ordinary expences on this melancholy occaſion. It is ſomewhat 
remarkable, that the man had ſeveral times paſſed the river in the 
day, and was ſuppoſed to have been well acquainted with the bed 
of it; but the rain which had fallen and increaſed the water of the 
river deceived him, and the darkneſs of the night probably perverted 

his courſe, 


15990. On the 26th of February, the Right Hon. Dudley Ryder, Eq. 
Geo. III. Vas 24 re- elected Member of Parliament by the corporation of 
Tiverton, in conſequence of his having been appointed Comp- 


troller of his Majeſty's Houſhold. 


1709 On the diſſolution of the ſixteenth parliament of Great-Britain, 
1 Geo. III. Sir John Duntze, Bart. and the Right Hon. Dudley Ryder, Eſq. 
| 243 were re- elected Members of Parliament by the corporation of 


Tiverton, at the Town-houſe, on the 18th of June, this year. 
| In 


242 Verbal teſtimony. 


243 Verbal teſtimony. The gentlemen above-mentioned, being members of the 

corporation of Tiverton, voted for their own re- election. 
f The ſpeech delivered on the occaſion of this election, was intended to convince the 
l | | inhabitants of Tiverton of the great bleſſing they enjoyed, by their being deprived of the 
privilege of voting for burgeſſes to repreſent them in parliament, as the town was by 
this means kept quiet, and free from thoſe riots and diſorders prevalent in boroughs 

where the rights of election were extended to the inhabitants in general. 

| They were congratulated alſo on the public diſintereſtedneſs, purity, and unbiaſſed 
|; conduct of the members of the corporation, in re-eleQing the ſaid gentlemen to repre- 
ö ſent them in parliament; from which the happieſt omens might be preſaged, of their 
doing, in like manner, their duty in the Houſe of Commons. 
| | The 
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In the evening of the 27th of July, two young men, joiners, A. D. 
244 wreſtling for their amuſement, one of them had apparently a Cel Ill. 
flight fall, but really received ſuch hurt in the vertebræ, as ren- 
dered him almoſt inſenſible, and unable to riſe. He was taken 


home in à chair immediately, and carefully attended, but expired 
about eight the next morning. 


Auguſt gth, in conſequence of a public cry at the churches and 1790. 
S. meeting-houſes the two preceding Sundays, to conſider of the pro- * 
# priety of having an act of parliament for improving the town of 
| Tiverton, a great number of the landholders and inhabitants of the 
town and pariſh :45 met this day at the Town-houſe, when it was | 1 
reſolved, by a great majority, that an act of parliament for this 
purpoſe was wholly unneceſſary. þ 


Auguſt 26th. This day was revived, after more than 30 years 1790. 
Geo. III. 

omiſſion, the heretofore cuſtomary annual proceſſion of gentlemen 
educated at Blundell's grammar-ſchool, in the 4 following order: | 
the porter, with cloak and ſtaff; the boys, two and two, as they | 


The ſentiments of the inhabitants of Tiverton, on both theſe ſubjects, may be col- 
lected from their late conduct, and pointed declaration, a few years ſince, in their petition 


to the Houſe of Commons. See Part IV. date 1782, and Appendix, or Part VI. 
No. 31. 


244 Mem. of Henry Mildon, and verbal teſtimony from others. 


245 No plan of apparent public utility having been offered at this meeting, the inha- 
bitants of Tiverton were extremely unwilling to authorize new taxations for ornament 
only, whilſt groaning under heavy loads of preſent neceſſary rates and taxes. They alſo 
conſidered, that ſuch an act for indefinite purpoſes might hereafter be made an engine of 
oppreſſion, perpetuated and ſanctioned by law. 


246 Verbal teſtimony, | 
| ranked 
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A. D. ranked in the ſchool, the juniors firſt; the 2 lower maſter ; band I 

[79% of muſic; gentlemen educated at the ſchool ; the feoffees; the UW 
245 preacher; the ſtewards, with white wands. They proceedep | 
from the ſchool-houſe over Lowman bridge, up Gold-ſtreet, anp 
eaſt ide of Bampton-ſtreet, to St. Peter's church, when the ſtewards 
conducted the preacher to the deſk. After divine ſervice they re- 
turned in ſimilar order down Peter-ſtreet, and through the north 
fide of Fore-ſtreet and Gold-ſtreet, to the ſchool-houſe. An ele- 
gant dinner was 249 provided at the Tuns for the gentlemen ; a ball "0 
and ſupper at the Angel, in the evening, for the ladies. 


_ ah 
RES. 4 ; 
" 1 2 „ 7 * 


17902 Auguſt 31ſt. On account of the ſevere illneſs of John Davey, BY 
Seo. Il Eſq. Mayer, the members of the corporation, duly ſummoned by 
precept, met this day at his houſe in Broad-lane, Weſtex, and 
» 250 elected a new Mayor for the enſuing year, at the time appointed 
1 by the preſent charter : the only inſtance in the annals of Tiverton, 
| that I can diſcover, of ſuch election taking place any where but at 
the Town-houſe, excepting the caſe of Roger Chamberlayne, in 
1724, at Wyatt's coffee-houſe, when the firſt charter being diſ- 
ſolved he could not legally execute the office. 
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247 Rev. John Ley. 
248 Rev. Richard Keates, maſter of the ſchool. 


; 249 Eighty-nine gentlemen, educated at this ſchco!, dined together at the Tuns. It 
was regretted by many, that no entertainment was provided for the 105 boys now edu- 
cating at the ſchool, that walked in the proceſſion. | 


250 Verbal teſtimony from perſons preſent. 
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PART V. 


Deſcriptions of the Pariſh and Town of Tiverton, * Antiquities, Public 
Buildings, &c. with ſome Biographical Anecdotes. 


PARISH or TIVERTON. 


HE pariſh of Tiverton, in the * hundred of Tiverton, in the 
county of Devon, is bounded on the North by the pariſhes 


of 


z The word Parochia, or Pariſh, antiently ſignified what we now call the Dioceſe of 
a Biſhop. In the early ages of the Chriſtian church, as kings founded cathedrals, fo 
great men founded parochial churches, for the converſion of themſelves and their depen- 
dents ; the bounds of the parochial diviſion being commonly the fame with thoſe of the 
founder's juriſdiction. Some foundations of this kind were as early as Juſtinian the 
Emperor. Bede mentions them about the year 700. 

Before the reign of Edward the Confeſſor, the parochial diviſions in this kingdom 


were ſo far advanced; that every perſon might be traced to the pariſh to which he be- 


longed. This appears by the canons publiſhed in the time of Edgar and Canute. The 
diſtinction of pariſhes, as they now ſtand, appears to have been ſettled before the Nor- 
man conqueſt. In Doomſday Book the pariſhes agree very near to the modern divi- 
tion. See Collier's Eccl, Hiſt. Vol. I. page 231. 

Camden tells us, that this kingdom was firſt divided into parifhes by Honorius, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, A. D. 636, and counts 2984- pariſhes. The Lateran council 


made ſome ſuch diviſion as this: it obliged every man to pay tythes, paying them to 


whom they pleaſed. 


2 The diviſion of the kingdom into hundreds was the work of King Alfred the Great, 
about the year 890, The hundred of Tiverton contains the five following pariſhes : 


T4 Tiverton 
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of Bampton and Huntſham; on the South by parts of Bickleigh 
and Halberton; on the Eaſt by Huntſham, Uplowman, and Hal- 
berton; and on the Weſt by parts of the pariſhes of Stoodly, 
Waſhficld, Loxbeer, Calverleigh, Templeton, Cruwys Morchard, 
_ Cheriton-fitz-pyne, Cadeleigh, and Bickleigh. - 

Its greateſt length, from Bampton-down-gate, on the North, to 
| Bickleigh-bridge, on the South, paſſing thro' the town, is nearly 
nine miles and half; and its greateſt breadth, from Uplowman 
mill, on the Eaſt, paſſing thro' the town, to its utmoſt boundary in 
Gibbet-moor, on the Weft, is ſomewhat more than eight miles. 

The lands of this pariſh are generally within ſmall incloſures ; 
the hedges of which are planted with oak, aſh, elm, and other 
timber trees. They are greatly diverſified into arable of various 
kinds, woodlands, orchard grounds, and ſome rich paſtures, par- 
ticularly in the marſhes along the banks of the rivers, all as well 
cultivated, and ſhewing as much knowledge of good huſbandry, 
as perhaps can be ſeen in any other part of the kingdom, and made 
as productive by the inhabitants as the different nature of the lands 
will permit. 

The face of the country in the ſummer, viewed from ſeveral 
ſurrounding eminences, exhibits an highly pleaſing variegated pic- 
ture, of mountains and ſmaller hills, covered with wheat, barley, 
and oats, or with flocks of the middle fize of knotted ſheep, the 
fleeces of which, when waſhed, weigh from five to fix pounds each; 


Tiverton, which pays towards the land-tax annually, when at ho 1 


ſhillings in the pound, = . f 7 8 2238 18 10 
Huntſham, — yy a 4 4 5 102 5 FR 
Uplowman, - hg ys - þ £ 27s 3 0 
Calverleigh, = a > k 5 i 5 133 

Loxbeer, th 1 - 5 3 5 y | 5 
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the wool better adapted, perhaps, to the manufacture of Tiver- 
ton than any purchaſed elſewhere. 


The winding rapid courſe of the + Exe down through narrow 
dales, which approach almoſt to glens, beneath hanging woods ; 


the 


3 Of mixed worſted ſerges, for the Dutch market. 


4 This river, called in Britiſh Iſc, by Ptolemy and the Romans Iſca, by the Saxons 
Aiſſe, or Exe, is ſuppoſed by Mr. Camden to take its name from Iſcaw, which ſignifies 
in Britiſh Elders ; though ſome, he ſays, derive it from Reeds, which the Britons called 
Heſk, and which the northern nations, as the Britons, thatched their houſes with, and 
faſtened the joints of their ſhips ; but as reeds are not found on its banks, he did not 
think that etymology probable. See Camden's Britannia. 

Chapple, in his deſcription of Devonſhire, ſays, the name Iſca, &c. meant ſimply 
water, which I think rather improbable. It is certainly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that every 
river had a diſtinguiſhing name from ſome peculiarity. 

The river Exe ſprings from a bog on Exmoor, in Somerſetſhire ; and running thro” 
the pariſh of Exford, which is ſo named from it, paſſes through Winsford, by Mon- 
ceaux caſtle, through King's Brumpton pariſh, to Exebridge, where it enters Devon- 
ſhire, and ſoon after receives the Barle from Dulverton, and a leſſer rivulet from Bruſh . 
ford ; and continuing its courſe under Oakford bridge, receives the river Batham, from 
Bampton, near its entrance into the pariſh of Tiverton ; paſſing under Cove bridge, it 
takes a courſe almoſt due ſouth, ſeparating the pariſhes of Stoodly and Waſhfield from 
Pit quarter, in Tiverton ; ruſhing along cloſe to the foot of the precipice on which the 
caſtle and church of Tiverton are built, it paſſes under Exe bridge, which ſeparates the 
higher town from Weſtex ; and running along-fide the gardens behind St. Andrew's 
ſtreet, receives the Lowman, in two ſtreams, one beneath the Dairy-houſe hill, the other 
at the bottom of the meadow below Colliprieſt houſe ; continuing its courſe beneath 
| Backſwood to Bickleigh bridge, it ſoon after receives the river Dart, and proceeds by 
Up-Exe to Dinniford bridge, under which it paſſes ; near Netherex chapel the river 
from Thorverton falls into it, and a little way beyond Brampford-ſpeke it is joined by 
the river Columb, about a mile from Stoke bridge; it receives the river Creedy before 
it paſſes under Cowley bridge, and proceeds to Exeter, flowing under the newly built 
bridge, which ſeparates that city from St. Thomas's ; ſoon after ſome of its waters ſup- 
ply a navigable canal, for conveyance of goods in ſloops and barges to Topſham. The 
main river paſſes under Counteſs-wear bridge; is united to the canal, and meets the 
tide a Rttle way before it comes to Topſham; where, receiving the Toptham, or Clift 

11 2 river, 
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the ſlow progreſs of the 5 Lowman through the wider vallies, in- 


terſected by numerous other brooks and rivulets, their ſtreams 
united in one at a little diſtance from the town, and rolling over a 
rocky bed towards the ſea ; large herds of cattle, generally of the 
red kind, feeding in the meadows—ſtrong oxen for the plough, 
and cows in abundance to ſupport the many and large dairies in 
the pariſh ; the buildings of the town in open view; the ancient 
tower of St. Peter's church, and the venerable ruins of the caſtle, 
appearing amidſt a groupe of high and large tufted trees of beech 
and elm ; villages, ſeats, farms, and cottages, ſcattered in every di- 


river, it ſuddenly widens to more than a mile and half, and becomes navigable for veſ- 
ſels of ſeveral hundred tons burthen; from near Exminſter a little river falls into it, and 
another at Powderham caſtle, the ſeat of Lord Viſcount Courtenay, on the weſt ſhore ; 
it receives a little river alſo from near the town of Lympſtone, on the oppoſite ſhore ; 
and rolling on before Starcroſs on the Weſt, and the town of Exmouth on the Eaſt, 


where the channel is much contracted, it ruſhes over a bar of ſand, near the Cheek- 
ſtone, into the Britiſh ſea. 


This river is of great importance to the well conducting the woollen manufacture of 
this country ; many leats are taken from it for driving a great number of * fulling mills 


in the vicinity of Tiverton and Exeter, and it forms the principal port for the trade of 
Devonſhire. 


5 The river Lowman, called by the Saxons Sunning Brooke, or the Slow River, ariſes 

from near Chipſtable, in Somerſetſhire; paſſes through and names the pariſh of Up- 

4 Lowman and Chil, that is, Chief Lowman ; enters the pariſh of Tiverton near Lowman 

1 mill, and runs nearly through the midſt of Tidcombe quarter; it gives name to the vil- 

| lage of Craze Lowman, through which it paſſes, and comes to the town of I iverton at 

the head of Elmore-ſtreet ; paſſing along- ſide that ſtreet, it runs under Lowman bridge, 

at the eaſt entrance of the town, and cloſe to the ſouth ſide of the gardens behind Gold- 

ſtreet and Fore-ſtreet, under Little-filver bridge; a little way ſouth of which it is di- 

| vided into two ſtreams, one falling into Exe under Dairy-houſe hill, the other, after 

ſl watering ſome meadows, ſinks into the river Exe a little way below Colliprieſt houſe. 
Many griſt mills are driven by this river, and heretofore many * fulling mills allo. 


* See Part IV. anno 1430, Liſt of Remarkable Occurrences, 


rection 
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rection around the town, to the utmoſt boundaries of the pariſh, 
form a landſcape as diverſified and beautiful as can perhaps be 
6 tmagined. 

The pariſh is divided into quarters, or ꝰ four eccleſiaſtical por- 
tions, three rectories and an impropriation ; Tideombe and Pitt on 
the Eaſt and North-eaſt, ſeparated by the river Exe, forming a ſer- 
pentine courſe in an almoſt due direction of North and South, from 
the portions of Clare and Prior's, on the Weſt and South-weſt ; 


s Summer's bloom now chears the ſight, | As the full cart. moves along ; 


Sporting where the winter frown'd ; 
Standing on the lofty height, 
We command the landſcape round. 
Nature in the proſpect yields 
Humble dales and mountains bold ; 
Meadows, woodlands, hills and fields, 
Yellow'd o'er with waving gold. 
On the uplands, ev'ry glade 
Brightens in the blaze of day ; 
O'er the vales, the ſober ſhade 
Softens to an ev'ning grey. 
Sheep upon the mountain's brow, 
Feeding o'er the daified lea; 
Herds of redden'd hue below, 
Ofer the valley's paſture ſtray. 
Where the rill, by flow degrees, 
Swells into a chryſtal pool, 
Hanging banks and ſhelving trees 
Shoot and keep the water cool. 
On her waves the ſunny beam 
Glitters in meridian pride, 
On proud Iſca's rapid ſtream, 
_ Haſtning to the reſtleſs tide. 


O'er the green a feſtal throng 
Gambols ia fantaſtic trim, 


7 See Appendix, No. 32. 


Hearken ! *tis their harveſt hymn. 


| Chearful as the ſummer's morn, 


Bouncing from her loaded pad, 
See the maid preſents her corn, 
Smirking to the miller's lad. 
Where the mantling willows nod, 
From the green bank's ſlopy ſide, 
Patient with his well thrown rod, 
Many an angler breaks the tide. 
Where the ſtone croſs rais'd its head, 
Many a faint and pilgrim hoar, 
Up the hill was wont to tread, 
Barefoot in the days of yore. 
Solemn ſee the ſhaded brow, 
Where the Gothic pile appears, 
O'er the trembling groupe below, 
Tott'ring with a load of years, 
Turn to the contraſted ſcene, 
Where beyond this hoary pile, 
Streets appear midſt ſhades of green, 
Where the new-built dwellings ſmile, 
Villages, farms, ſeats, and ſpires, 
Scatter'd on the landſcape lic, 
Till the diſtant view retires, 
Cloſing in an azure ſky. 


beſides - 
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beſides which are certain eſtates and fields near the town, belong- 
ing equally to each of the four portions, but undivided ; the ag- 
gregate tythes of theſe are equally diſtributed to the ſeveral incum- 
bents. Various are the opinions when, by whom, and for what 
_ reaſons, the pariſh of Tiverton was thus divided. Some have 
thought the diviſion was gradually formed as occaſion offered, or 
was thought fit or neceſſary; but if we can place any confidence 
in the diligence and fidelity of * writers that lived early in the laſt 
5 century, and who probably had opportunities of enquiry and 
| inveſtigation, which may be now loſt, there doth not appear 
| much reaſon for doubt reſpecting the time or age when, and per- 


ſons by whom, the diviſion was made; for if we do not credit the | 
A account given of the reaſons for ſuch diviſion, viz. the 9 avarice f 
" and ambition of one of the incumbents, on the whole, yet the 
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great extent of the pariſh may be readily admitted as a ſufficient 
reaſon for diviſion to ſuch a wiſe and ſenſible man as ** Sir Hugh 


* Courtenay, the firſt of that name, Earl of Devon, and Baron of 
Tiverton, is recorded to have been. 


* 


|  PRrIoR's **' QUARTER, fituated South and South-weſt from the 
5 tovn, is bounded on the North and North-weſt by Clare, from 
which it is ſeparated by the road leading to Cruwys Morchard; on 
the Weſt and South-weſt by Dart rivulet, which ſeparates it from 
the pariſhes of Cruwys Morchard, Cheriton-fitz-pyne, Cadeleigh, 


2 Thomas Weſtcote, Triſtram Rifdon. See alſo Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria, 
Tanner's Notitia Monaſtica, and Cleaveland's Hiſtory of the Courtenay Family. 


9 See Part II. note No. 30. 
10 See Part II. annis 1140 and 1335, notes 10 and 31. 


rr Suppoſed to be ſo named from the appropriation of tythes towards the ſu port of 
the priory above deſcribed. 


and 
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and Bickleigh ; on the South by Bickleigh ; and on the Eaſt by the 
river Exe, which ſeparates it from Tidcombe quarter, and the 
pariſh of Halberton. 

The tythes of this portion, and its dependencies, were firſt ſepa- 
rated from the rectory of the whole pariſh by Baldwin de Ripariis, 
Redvers, or Rivers, firſt of that name, Earl of Devon, and Baron 
of Tiverton, and appropriated towards the ſupport of a priory of 
Cluniac monks, near Exeter, dedicated to St. James, which he 
founded about the year 1146, and endowed it with theſe and other 
tythes and lands out of his immenſe poſſeſſions, all which he gave 
to the chief monaſtery of St. Peter at Cluny, and to the abbey 
of St. Martin de Campis near Paris, that a prior and ſome monks 
of that order might be ſettled here, ſo that it became ſubordinate 
to this laſt mentioned houſe. As it was an alien priory it was 
often ſeized into the King's hands, during the wars with France, 
and at laſt wholly ſuppreſſed. After which King Henry VI. made 
this priory, and all its dependencies, part of the endowment of 
King's College, Cambridge; which grant was confirmed by ſeveral 
ſucceeding “ charters, to the time of King Henry VIII. and Queen 
Elizabeth. The provoſt and fellows of the faid college retain the 
poſſeſſion of the tythes of this portion to this day, and appoint a 


ſtipendiary is curate to perform the duty of the fourth Fr of the 
ſervice of the church of Tiverton. 


The 
ra See Part II. anno 1140, note 10. 


13 See Tanner's Notitia Monaſtica, with additions by James Naſmith. 
14 From Dr. Cooke, Provoſt of King's College, Cambridge. 


75 The Provoſt and Scholars do not conceive themſelves obliged to provide a miniſter 
to ſerve this portion; but ſome time before the building St. George's chapel, they did 
agree to allow the other portioniſts 101, a year, which they afterwards increaſed to 151. 


- years 


276 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON, 


The *6 lands are high and mountainous ; ſome of them higher 
than any others in the pariſh, They are alſo very ſtony, and 
chiefly calculated for tillage and ſheep. 

On Shortridge hill there is an extenſive ſouth-weſt land proſpect, 

and diſtant view of the ſea; upon which, in clear weather, large 
ſhips have been ſeen in their courſe towards Torbay. On an eſtate 
called by this name are now to be ſeen veſtiges of a * chapel that 
was entire in the year 1554, and dedicated to St. James. 

On a ſpot alſo near the ſummit, called ** Seven Crofles, where 
ſeveral roads crofs each other, and at many other places on the hill, 


deſcending 


a year, and then ſent down a gentleman of their own College, the Rev. Mr. Bryer, to 
be the firſt curate ; this ſtipend they have continued ever ſince, which, together with the 

falary for the ſervice of St. George's chapel, makes 3ol, per ann. The ſtipend is now | 
ancreaſed by the College to 20]. a year. , 
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16 From Robert Wright, farmer, at Higher Brooke. 


7 In a field now called Chapel Cloſe, belonging to Thomas Sharland, lately farmed 
by Nathaniel Griffin, who told me he had digged up the foundations about fifteen years 
ſince. 

In May, 178), a ſtranger, named Menzes, who had lodged at Farmer Griffin's ſome 
time, hung himſelf, in a fit of melancholy, to an apple tree, near this place. He had | 
defired to be buried where the * had been, but was interred in St. Peters x 
church-yard, Tiverton. | 


if 18 This place was ſo called, Ezra Cleaveland ſays, from ſeven ſtone croſſes, erected 
[ Here by Ifabella Rivers de Fortibus, Counteſs of Devon, in memory of a remarkable 
! incident. Riding out for air and exerciſe, ſhe met a man, with a baſket under his arm, 
going towards the river: on aſking him what he had in his baſket, he anſwered, ſeven 
young puppies he was about to drown. The Counteſs defired to ſee them ; upon which, 
not being able to evade her curioſity, he fell upon his knees, and confeſſed they were ſeven 
male infants, his own children, which his wife had been lately delivered of, and which 
he accounted ſeven croſſes, as it was impoſſible for him to maintain them. The lady, 
in pity, relieved him from the burden, and ordered her ſervants to carry them home, 
and provide nurſes and other neceſſaries for them. They all lived; were bred to learn- 

ing 
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deſcending towards the turnpike gate, are different views of the 
town and vale of Tiverton; and in a field near Gotham farm- 
houſe, as full a view of the town from the Welt as can be found 
perhaps in any part of the pariſh. Three perſons, guilty of ſui- 
cide, have been buried at Seven Croſſes. The firſt, a man, named 
Lake, diſappointed in love, who ſhot himſelf, about the year 1727, 
after writing to his cruel miſtreſs, and throwing it into her window, 
„My ſoul chuſeth ſtrangling and death rather than life.” The 
ſecond, a young woman, ſervant of one Farmer Pearſe, at Lurly 
farm, who, finding herſelf pregnant, hanged herſelf, about the year 
1739. The third, a boy, apprentice to John Heathfield, a weaver, 
at Coldharbour, near this place, who hung himſelf in the year 
1743, with ſome worſted, in the loom where he had been at work. 
Near the firſt mile ſtone from Tiverton, in the road to Bickleigh, 
a woman alſo, named Chriſtian Beck, was buried, who poiſoned 
herſelf, in the year 9 1782. 

In this quarter was formerly a large park, called 2 Aſhley Park, 
containing 1600 acres of land, part of the pleaſure grounds belong- 


ing; and when grown up, ſhe gave each of them a prebend. See Cleaveland's Hiſtory 
of the Court&ay Family. 

How little credit ſoever we give to the above traditionary tale, it is not improbable 
that this place had its name from ſeven croſſes erected here; peculiar objects of venera- 
tion, from ſome extraordinary circumſtances attending the perſon or perſons that erected 
them. 

In Powderham church is an old ſtone image of this Counteſs Iſabella, lying in a nitch 
of the north wall, with the image of a little dog, with bells about its neck, at her feet, 
and another at her head. Whether theſe images of the dogs had any reference to the 
above anecdote, I cannot ſay. 


T9 Memorandums of Robert Wright, farmer, at Higher Brooke, 


20 See Part II. note No. 49. This park was bounded on the Weſt by an highway) 
cading from the town to Bickleigh bridge, and on the Eaſt by the river Exe. 


U u to 
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ing to the families of Rivers and Courtenays, Earls of Devon, 
Lords of Tiverton, and reſidents in the caſtle. It was diſpoſed of 
to divers perſons, by order of King Henry VIII. and converted 
to tillage and paſture, The ſeveral eſtates formed out of this park 
pay each, from cuſtom immemorial, a ſmall annual fine, called 
Buck and Doe money, inſtead of tythes. 

On Little Howden, and other places adjoining, many unſuc- 
ceſsful attempts have been made to find ** coals. 

About three miles from the town, on Bickleigh road, ſtands 
Yerlſtone houſe, formerly the ſeat of 2 Peter Weſt, Eſq. Lord of 

the manor of Tiverton, now converted into a good farm-houſe. 

No leſs than thirty-four houſes and cottages have fallen to 
23 ruin, within ſixty years paſt, in Prior's quarter. 

At preſent there are, within this quarter of the pariſh, forty-four 
farm houſes, and eighteen cottages, inhabited by 120 men, 104 
women, and 152 children ; total *4 376 inhabitants. 

The preſent annual rents of the lands amount to about the ſum EV: 
of 25 2370l. S: 

The preſent compoſitions for the tythes of the lands of this 1 


15 
ar Sce Part IV. Remarkable Occurrences, anno 1756. 


22 See Part II. anno 1702. 4 


23 Information from Robert Wright, who had this account from ſeveral aged people. 


24 Numbered by Farmer Robert Wright, early in the year 1790. See Appendix, 
No. 29. . 


25 This information was chiefly obtained at a meeting of ſeveral Farmers of this 
quarter, who were deſired by the Church Warden, in 1784, to attend as a committee to 


eſtimate the value of the lands, for the purpoſe of making a more equal and propor- 
tionate poor rate. See Part IV. Remarkable Occurrences, anno 1784. 


quarter, 
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quarter, and its dependencies elſewhere in the pariſh, amount to 
about the ſum of *5 2121. per ann. 

The preſent compoſitions for the fourth part of the tythes of 
the undivided lands amount to about the * ſum of 61. 6s, per ann. 


CLARE S QUARTER, ſituated Weſt and North-weſt of the town, 
is hounded by the pariſhes of Waſhfield, Loxbeer, and Calverleigh, 
which latter is almoſt ſurrounded by it, on the North; by Tem- 
pleton and Cruwys Morchard on the Weſt; by the turnpike road 
from the town to Cruwys Morchard on the South and South-eaſt, 
This quarter is one of the diviſions of the pariſh and eccleſiaſtical 
portions made by Sir Hugh Courtenay, firſt of that name, Earl of 
Devon, and Baron of Tiverton, about the year *9 1335; and formed 


' 


26 From an eſtimate of the Proctor, in 1784, and authentic information from others, 
of the ſeveral alterations and advances of the compoſitions that have taken place ſince 
that time. 

The tythes of this portion are valued in the King's book, at 1ol. per ann. See Liber 
Regis, vel Theſaurus Rerum Eccleſiaſticarum, by John Bacon, Eſq. receiver of the firſt 
fruits, publiſhed in 1786. Extract from it, ſee Appendix, No. 32. Out of the com- 
poſitions are paid the ſtipend to the curate, all taxes and parochial rates. 


27 From Thomas Rodd, pariſh clerk, collector of theſe compoſitions. 


28 Probably ſo named from Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Glouceſter, father of Amicia, 
Counteſs of Devon. See Part II. anno 1216. At Leigh, a village on the borders of 
this quarter of the pariſh of Tiverton, was a monaſtery for canons of the order of St. 
Auguſtine : it was founded by Walter Clavel, towards the latter end of the reign of 
Henry II. Maud de Clare, Counteſs of Glouceſter, changed it into a nunnery, which 
it continued till the general diſſotution of religious houſes, when it maintained an abbeſs 


and eighteen nuns, and its revenues were valued at 1971. 3s. per ann. See Walpole's 
Britiſh Traveller. | 


29 See Part II. of this date. 


Uu2 | | a ſe- 
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a ſeparate rectory, ſaid to have produced at that time to the incum- 
bent 39 100 marks per annum, 

The 3: lands are very good paſture near the town for fattening 
cattle and ſheep, and feeding cows for the dairies. They gradu- 
ally become coarſer weſtward, and employed for tillage and breed- 
ing cattle. At their extremity on the Weſt, in Gibbet moor, about 
five miles and half from the town, they are more barren and un- 
cultivated, 

On the ſummit, and deſcending the hill from Templeton com- 
mon towards the town, are ſome extenſive proſpects towards the 
South and South-eaſt, and a pictureſque view of the vale im- 
mediately beneath towards the Eaſt. From 3* Henſleigh-houſe 
alſo, towards the town, are ſeveral fine partial proſpects of the 
town and adjacent country. 

About three miles from the town, in a lane, or highway, croſ- 
ſing the country from Cruwys Morchard road to that leading to 
Templeton, at the head of a piece of pavement, ten feet long and 
five feet wide, near 33 Looſely farm-houſe, is a tomb, or ſepulchral 

ſtone, 


30 See Extract from Liber Regis, in Appendix, No. 32 


3t Communicated by George Beſly, farmer, at Deepalier Robert len farmer, 
at Higher Brooke, and ſome other perſons. 


32 Probably ſo called from Robert Henſleigh, who had lands here in the reign of 
Henry VIII. The manor of Henſleigh was then held under Henry Courtenay, Earl 
of Devon, Marquis of Exeter, and Lord of the manor of Tiverton. See the Inquiſition 
Poſt Mortem book, Chapter-houſe, Weſtminſter- abbey. It now belongs to John B. 
Cholwich, Eſq. The houſe is pleaſantly ſituated : a good brick building, with conve- 
nient offices for a genteel family. The farm-houſe and yards are contiguous. 


33 At Looſely farm above mentioned, in the year 1643, lived one John Shapcott, 
at whoſe houſe, about this time, a ſtranger, ſaid to have been a pedlar with goods, was 
one night admitted to lodge, and * ſuppoſed to have been murdered, becauſe Shapcott was 


* Shapcott never confeſſed the murder, nor was the fact ever certainly known. 
perceived 
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ſtone, that was five feet high and twenty-ſix inches wide, on which 
was engraved that part of the rod Pſalm from the 6th to the 14th 
verſe, both incluſive, very legible within the memory of ſome 
aged perſons now living, but at preſent much obliterated. This 


ſtone and inſcription have been the ſubje& of many curious enqui- 


ries. The beſt account I could obtain of it, from aged perſons, 
who. received their information by tradition, will be found in the 
note. 

Palmer's village, about one mile and. half from the town, on the 


South-molton road, was once much more populous than at preſent. 


No leſs than eighteen cottages here, and twelve elſewhere in this 


quarter, have fallen to 34 ruin within ſixty years paſt, occaſioned, 


probably, in part, by the monopolizing ſmall farms, and-partly by 
the decline of the woollen manufacture in Tiverton. 


perceived to grow melancholy, and faid to have been troubled with ſtrange viſions : the 
diſorder increaſed ſo ſtrong upon him, tnat he was afraid to ſtep without the door of his 
houſe ;. nor could the earneſt intreaties of his neighbours, who frequently viſited him, 
prevail on him to leave his dwelling, for the benefit of air, or any other purpoſe, not 
cven for a minute. He thus confined himſelf more than two years ; during which time 
he was frequently employed in devotional exerciſes, and acquired ſufficient ſerenity 
of mind to order this ſtone, with the above inſcription, to be placed in its preſent fitua- 
tion; after which he appeared calm and eaſy, livedias he had been uſed, and directed 
his buſineſs as before. 

About thirty years after, when John Shapcott, his ſon, was fencing the grounds near 
the faid ſtone, he uttered ſome blaſphemous expreſſions, and ſwearing that the ſtone was a 
ſtanding reproach to his family, ſtruck it in a rage with an iron bar he had in his hand, 
and broke it in two pieces. His hand was remarked to have become uſcleſs from that 
time, and withered away; and he was ever after known by the name of Scramm'd-hand 
Shapcott, as many now living well remember, and his family was reduced to poverty. 

Theſe anecdotes were communicated by Robert Wright, farmer, at Higher Brooke, 
who collected them from aged perſons of his acquaintance. 


3+ From George Beſley,. and others. 
A cha- 
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A chapel, dedicated to 35 St. Matthew, in this village, was en- 
tire, and probably uſed, in the year'1554; but no traces of it are 
now to be ſeen. Another chapel is ſuppoſed to have been in a 
farm, called Higher Withley, about three miles from the town, 

Where ſome large ſtones, apparently the foundation of ſome ſuch 
36 building, were taken up twenty. years fince. 

At preſent within this quarter of the pariſh are fifty-two farm 
37 houſes and five cottages, 96 men, 98 women, and 143 children; 
total 337 inhabitants. 

The preſent annual rents of the lands of Clare quarter amount 
to about the 35 ſum of 2260l. 

The preſent compoſitions for the tythes of the lands of this 
quarter, and its dependencies elſewhere in the pariſh, amount to 
about the 39 ſum of 2651. per annum. 

The preſent compoſitions for the fourth part of the tythes of 
the undivided lands amount to about the ſum of 61. 6s. per ann. 4? 


66 
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35 See Part IV. anno 1554. 
36 We have no other authority for ſuppoſing a chapel to have been in this place. 


37 Numbered by George Beſley, of Deepaller, in this quarter. 


38 Eſtimated in the year 1784, by a committee appointed to aſſiſt the Churchwarden 
to equalize the poor rates. The alterations that have taken place ſince, by verbal teſti- 
mony from perſons well acquainted with this quarter. 


39 From an eſtimate of the Rector of this portion in 1784, and others who have 
noticed the alterations that have taken place fince. The tythes of Clare portion are 
valued in Liber Regis at 271. per ann. See Appendix, or Part VI. No. 32. 


4 The glebe belonging to this portion is leaſed out upon lives, conſequently produc- 
tive of little to the preſent rector; if in hand, the rents of the houſes and lands would 
probably amount to about the ſum of 5ol. per ann. 


Out of the above compoſitions are paid the taxes and parochial rates. 
P1TT 
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„ P1TT QUARTER, ſituated North of the town, is bounded on the 
North by the pariſhes of Bampton and Huntſham ; on the Eaſt by 
Huntſham and Up-Lowman z on the South by Tidcombe quarter; 
and on the Weſt by the river Exe, from North to South, which 
ſeparates it from the pariſhes of Stood ly and Waſhfield. 

This is another diviſion of the pariſh and eccleſiaſtical portion 
made by Sir Hugh Courtenay, Earl of Devon, about the 4: year 
1335, and formed into a ſeparate rectory, the tythes of which are 
{aid to have produced alſo about that time to the incumbent * 190 
marks per annum. 

The 43 lands near the town, and two miles north, from Weſt 
to Eaſt, yield very good paſture for cattle. Many hundred acres. 
of woodlands lie along the banks of the river Exe, on. the north- 
weſt. Almoſt all the lands eaſt and north-eaſt of theſe are appro- 
priated to tillage and ſheep, and made as productive as the nature 
of the ſoil, aſſiſted by good huſbandry, can afford. The lands in 
the more northern part of the quarter being higher, and more ex- 
poſed, are leſs productive, though there are few acres even of theſe 
waſte or uncultivated. 

The road through the woods along the fides of the hills on 
precipices, and by the banks of the river, village Bolham to the 
chapel of Cove, afford ſome romantic views ; the Exe at a great 
depth beneath, rolling over its rocky bed, and the hanging woods 
above, cxhibit ſometimes a pleaſing, and at other places a terrific 
wildneſs. ; 

In a field by the two-mile ſtone, from: the town towards Bamp- 
ton, is an extenſive proſpect of the vale and town of Tiverton, and 


A * — Ln. 
6 


9 EIT * 
— i. 


ar See Part II. anno 1335. 
4 661. 13s. 4d. See Extrad from Liber Regis, Part VI. No. 32. 


43 From John Baker, farmer, at Chettiſcombe barton, and others. | 
the 
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the adjacent hills, the ſerpentine courſe of the river Exe, and flow 
progreſs of the Lowman. On the ſummit of this field ſtood a 
pleaſure houſe, built by George Thorne, Eſq. an eminent merchant 
of Tiverton, about the year 1720, the foundations of which are not 
now to be ſeen. At the foot of the hill, on the ſide of the road, is 
a large white flint ſtone, which hath been from time immemorial 
called, from tradition, the Earl of Devonſhire” s, to which place, 
it is ſuppoſed, the great park of Tiverton extended. 

Bolham 44 village, about one mile and half from the town, is - 
very pleaſantly ſituated near the river. Here Oliver Peard, Eſq. 
a confiderable merchant of Tiverton, about forty years ſince, built 
a good houſe, to retire occaſionally from buſineſs; and another 
convenient one for a fuller adjoining, with ſuitable gardens. He 
made alſo an elegant canal at the entrance of the village, and 
planted two rows of lime trees by its fides, ſomewhat reſembling 
the ſtreets of Holland. Part of Bolham hill was incloſed with a a 
None wall for a paddock and fiſh-ponds, and a boat kept upon the 
Exe. In conſequence of theſe improvements the village be- 
came a place of general reſort, and an almoſt daily retreat for him- 
{elf the latter part of his life. Since his death, about twenty- five 
years, ſome of theſe improvements are gone to ruin, and the poor 
inhabitants become remarkably poor. In this village, during the 
proſperous ſtate of the woollen trade, were many 4s fulling mills, 
ſome are now remaining, and one ſet of mills for grinding dye- 
woods. Nearly oppoſite to the latter are ſome remains of a 
46 chapel, that was entire in 1554, dedicated to St. Bartholomew. 


44 Bolham, or Botham, was heretofore owned by the Abbot of Dunkeſwell. The 


lands in and near this village now belong chiefly to B. 2 Eſq. un William 


Smale, merchants, of Tiverton, Fl 


45 See Part IV. anno 1730. 


46 Part IV. anno 1558. 


Vis 
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The village of 47 Chettiſcombe, about one mile and half from 
the town, is prettily ſituated by the rivulet which ſupplies the 
town with water ; near which, on the weſt fide, hath been, as now, 
a 45 farm- houſe 200 years. On the eaſt fide of the village alſo is 
one bearing marks of equal antiquity ; in an upper room of which, 
ſeldom uſed, are ſome curious drawings on the wall, tolerably per- 
formed. In the year 1554, in the north part of this village, was 
a 49 chapel entire, dedicated to St. Mary, and probably then in uie. 
The walls and roof are ſtill whole, and ſerved ſome years paſt for a 
dwelling-houſe, but is now so uninhabited. George Thorne, 
merchant, of Tiverton, in 1718, built a convenient houſe, near the 
farm-houſe, for a place of occaſional retirement from buſineſs, and 


47 Chettelſcombe, now Chettiſcombe, heretofore belonged to Sir Walter de Eſcuda- 
more, afterwards to Robert Avenel, lately to Sir John Prideaux, now to Robert Pell, 
Eſquire. | 


43 It is ſomewhat remarkable, that on the oak boards which incloſe the threſhing 
floor of the barn belonging to this houſe are now to be ſeen the names of many perſons, 
cut at different dates, ſome ſo early as 1639, 1640, 1641, 1681, &c. &c. 


49 See Part IV. anno 1554. 


50 Superſtitious fear prevents any from living in it. I could not prevail upon any 
huſbandman in the village, by intreaties and offers of money, to ſleep in it one night. 

Many attempts have been made by poor workmen, who frequently left their daily 
employ, to diſcover money ſuppoſed to be hid near this chapel, without ſucceſs ; it was 
therefore propoſed, that ſome perſon ſhould lodge in the chapel for a night to obtain pre- 
ternatural direction reſpeCting it. Two farmers at length complied with my wiſhes, and 
venture done night, about nine, aided by ſtrong beer, to approach the hallowed walls; 
they trembled exceedingly at the ſudden appearance of a white ow! that flew from a 
broken window of the building, with the ſolemn meſſage, that conſiderable treaſures lay 
hid in certain fields of the barton; that if they would carefully dig there, and diligently 
attend the labourers, to prevent purloining, they would undoubtedly find them. The 
farmers attended to the important notice, inſtantly employed many workmen in the 
Gelds deſcribed, and I was lately informed had diſcovered the valuable depoſit. 


Xx | provided 
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provided it with gardens and fiſh-ponds ; all which are ſtill in 
being, and occupied by the farmer of the barton. 

* Churchcombe alſo in this quarter was a chapel, dedicated to 

t. John, and another at Verby, or Fairby, of which no remains 
are now to be ſeen. 

At the little village of Cove, about five miles north from the 
town, is a 5 chapel, dedicated to St. John Baptiſt, now in uſe, 
for the eaſe and convenience of the inhabitants of Cove hamlet, 
or quarter, conſiſting of thirty-ſix eſtates adjoining, the 5* owners 
of which pay in equal proportion towards the ſupport of the 
building, by a rate made among themſelves, and collected and 


51 This chapel is fifty-ſix feet long and twenty-five feet wide: the cupola twelve 
feet above the chapel. It is kept in neat order, and ſometimes well filled on Sundays. 


52 The following was communicated by Hugh Sweetland.—12th September, 1640, 
Joſeph Hall, Biſhop of Exeter, by his letter and order of this date, repreſents, that the 
chapel of Cove was in great decay, and that the inhabitants there were few, and unable 
to undergo the charge of repairing it ; he therefore requires all thoſe in the portion of 
Pitt, who have for their eaſe antiently frequented the ſaid chapel], and received the favour 
and benefit of enjoying divine ſervice there, to put their helping hand towards ſuch-re- 
pair, and ta authoriſe four of the inhabitants of Cove to make a rate for that purpoſe : 
and leſt this aſſeſſment ſhould be inſuſſicient, he deſires the ſaid four men on his motion 
would reſort to the governing and moſt, able men of the town and pariſh of Tiverton, 
for their voluntary contribution to ſuch a ſervice. 4th November, 1672, Seth Ward, 
Biſhop of Exeter, by his o der of this date, ſets forth, that there had been great diſ- 
putes about the repair of the chapel of Cove, which had been much neglected, and was 
ſtill in great decay, and the inhabitants unable- to undergo the charge of repair; that 
voluntary contributions had been made in the town of Tiverton, and that he did con- 
fide in a continuance of ſuch charity there; and he did alſo order four of the inhabitants 
of Cove again to rclort to the governing and ableſt men of the town and pariſh of Ti- 
verton, to receive their further voluntary contributions ; and that, upon receipt thereof, 
the ſaid ſour perſons, or ſuch ot them as ſhould receive the ſame, ſhould give an acquit- 
rance thereof, wherein they thould acknowledge the ſame to be of voluntary gift, and 
not of debt. 


applied 


* Di. tea 


| 
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applied by a perſon whom they name Chapelwarden, elected by 
them. 

The Rector of Pitt portion appornts and pays a ſtipendiary curate 
for the ſervice of it three Sundays a month. 

In the chapel-yard, where 53 four perſons have been buried every 
year, on an average, for ninety years paſt, is a fine 5+ yew tree, 
planted in the year 1700, by Rev. John Newte, Rector of this 
portion. 

A little way weſt of the chapel is a ſtone bridge, of three 
arches, over the river Exe, at preſent much out of repair, and ſaid 
to be dangerous for paſſing. In conſequence, and of the ſuppoſed 
impracticability of repairing this bridge, it was lately determined 
to build a new one, a few yards below it, of one ſtone arch only; 


53 See the Cove Chapel Regiſter. 


34 See the Cove Chapel Regiſter, firſt page: 

Mr. Bourne's obſervations on evergreens uſed at funerals are, that the planting of 
yew trees in church-yards ſeems to derive its origin from ancient funeral rites, in which 
(he conjectures) from its perpetual verdure, it was uſed as an emblem of the reſurrec - 
tion, He obſeryes farther, that the Chriſtian. cuſtom of decking: the coffin.with bay 
was a moſt elegant emblem. It is ſaid, that this tree, when ſeemingly dead, will revive | 
from the root, and. its dry leaves reſume their wonted verdure. 

Dr. Truſler, in his Chronology, tells us, that in the year 1482 yew trees were encov- 
raged in chureh-yards (as being fenced from cattle) for the making of bows—hence 
their frequency in church- yards: but I rather think the conjecture above moſt pro- 
bable. 

I cannot better cloſe theſs remarks on the obſolete cuſtom. of carrying evergreens It 
funerals, than with a deſcription of it in the words of the elegant Mr. Gay, in his Paſ- 


. toral Dirge. He paints the ruſtic vulgar ceremonies with great truth, though his ſtite- 


is intended for that of affected ſimplicity. 
To ſhew their love, the neighbours, far and near, 
Follow'd, with wiſhful look, the damſel's bier: 
Sprigg'd roſemary the lads and laſſes bore; 
While diſmally the parſon walk'd before. 
XNx2 and 
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and Thomas Clarke, maſon, of Tiverton, a few weeks ſince con- 
tracted with the pariſh of Tiverton and hundred of Witheridge in 
conjunction, to build ſuch completely for the ſum. of 240l.: the 
ſingle arch to be 40 feet wide, 12 feet and half high in the centre, 
from the level of the ſpringing, and 14 feet and half broad. This 
bridge will probably be finiſhed in the courſe of the year 1790. 

55 Chevythorne -barton houſe, an old ſtene building, about three 
miles from the town, is, I believe, the largeſt houſe in Pitt quar- 
ter, and the barton the largeſt ſingle eſtate; viewed from near the 
town, it has the romantic appearance of an old caſtle on the verge 
of a deep wood. | 

In Pitt quarter are now 68 farm-houſes, and 37 cottages ; 186 
men, 194 women, and 325 children; total number of 55 inhabi- 
tants 705. 

The preſent annual rents of the lands amount to about the ſum 
of 57 36401. 
The compoſitions at preſent for the tythes of the lands of this 


quarter, and its dependencies, amount to about the 5* ſum of 3 3ol. 
per ann. 


55 Cheathorne, or Chevythorne, was the ſeat of Rychard de Chevetthorne, in the 
age of Edward I. afterwards of Culme, after of Francis, then of Gwynn, now of John 
Francis Gwynn, Eſq. 


56 Numbered this year by William Coles, farmer, of Lithycourt, and Robert Rowe, 
Eſq. of Court-place, in Cove. In the year 1700 there were only 77 families, and 355 
fouls, in this quarter. See Cove Chapel Regiſter. 


57 Eſtimated in 1784, by a committee appointed to aſſiſt the Churchwarden to 
.equalize the poor rates. The alterations that have taken place ſince were mn 
by perſons well acquainted with this quarter. 


53 From the Proctor for this portion, and others. The tythes are valued in Liber 
Regis at 36l. per ann. Out of theſe ſums, with the addition of 151. per ann. for the 


ſervice of St. George's chapel, are paid all parochial rates and taxes, and the ſtipend to 
the curate for the ſervice of Cove chapel. 
The 
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The preſent compoſitions for the fourth part of the undivided 
Jands amount to about the ſum of 61. 6s. per ann. 

The rents of the glebe lands belonging to the rector of this 
portion amount to about the ſum of 801, per annum. 


T1iDCOMBE QUARTER, ſituated Eaſt of the town, is bounded 
on the North by Pitt quarter and the pariſh of Up-Lowman ; on 


the Eaſt by the pariſhes of Up-Lowman and Halberton ; on the 


South by Halberton ; and on the Welt by the quarters of Pitt and 
Prior's, ſeparated from the latter by the river Exe. 

This is the other divifion of the pariſh and eccleſiaſtical portion 
made by Sir Hugh Courtenay, Earl of Devon, about the 59 year 
1335, and formed into a ſeparate rectory, the tythes of which are 
ſaid alſo to have produced the incumbent at that time 100 marks 
per annum. 

The és lands on the banks of the Lowman throughout its courſe, 
in the middle of this quarter, afford excellent paſture for cattle ; 
and, excepting the tops of the hills adjoining White-down and 
the pariſh of Halberton, which are covered with furze, are all well 
adapted for the tillage of corn and feeding ſheep, which yield in 
general rather larger fleeces and ſtronger wool than thoſe fed in any 
other part of the pariſh. _ 67 | 

From the ſummit of Tidcombe hill is a very beautiful proſpect 
of the town and vale of Tiverton, and all the ſurrounding hills, 


99 See Part II. anno 1935. Allo, for each of the quarters, ſee Riſdon's Survey of 
Devon, and Extract of Liber Regis, in Appendix, No. 32. 


| 60 Informations collected from divers perſons. The lands at Up-Lowman were poſ- 
ſeſſed by Sir William de Lumine, in the reign of King Henry III.; thoſe at Lumin 
Clavell were held by John de Clavel ; and thoſe at Chil Lumin by the Abbot of St. 
Avguſtine, at Briſtow. Sce Weſtcote's MS, 
| extending 
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extending to a circuit of fifty miles. From various “ parts of 
Skrinkhills, about a quarter of a mile eaſt of the town, are many 
agreeable views, within a more confined circle, but taking almoſt 
the whole town in feveral different directions. From the temple 
of e Apollo, at the end of the avenue of lofty trees, on Colliprieſt 
hill, is a remarkably pleaſing and diverſified proſpect of the town, 
Exbridge, about a mile of the courſe of the river, its junction with 
the Lowman in the plain almoſt beneath, Colliprieſt houſe and 
bridge, the road towards Exon, and the variouſly ſhaded oppoſite 
hills in Prior's quarter. “ Colliprieſt houſe, many years the ſeat 
of the Blundell family, beautifully rebuilt and enlarged by Thomas. 
Winſloe, Eſq: the preſent poſſeſſor, ſituated on the fide of an hill, 
elevated at a little diſtance above the conftux of the rivers Exe and 
Lowman, with an agreeable lawn in front to the banks of the ri- 


or Particularly from Caftle-cloſe, a field ſo called from Cranmore caſtle, or fort, which 
fiood on this eminence in the reign of Edward VI. See Part IV. anno 1349. 


62 Built a few years ſince by Thomas Winſloe, Eſq. 


63 When through thy viſtas, Colliprieſt, I ſtray,, 

Where the tall elm will ſcarce admit the day, 

A ſacred gloom within my boſom reigns, 

And inſpiration ſwells my glowing veins ! 

O ſay, what holy viſions fire my breaſt ! 

What pow'r unſeen compels me to be bleſt ! 
Pleas'd with the joys that this retirement yields, 
Theſe ſacred groves, and theſe Elyſian fields : 
Or Pope, or Swift, or Milton here I read, 

Or hold high converſe with. the antient dead; 
Or praiſe the living, who in life excell, 

And ſing what marbles. will hereafter tell, —— H. Kiael: — 


ver, 
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ver, hanging wood behind, and 64 lofty trees ſcattered on each fide, 
is a fine object from the road at the ſouth entrance of the town, 
and from the oppoſite hills. The elegant and apparently light, 
though ſtrong, wooden bridge, of one arch, thrown over the river 
Exe a little way ſouth of the place where it receives the Lowman, 
arreſts the attention of almoſt every traveller, 

The neat farm and dairy houſe erected on the brow of an hill, 
or rather precipice, covered with trees, hanging over the Lowman, 
with its rural ſhed adjoining for the reception of company from 
the town, is a pretty object from the road towards Exon, and a 
pleaſing retreat in ſummer evenings for the inhabitants of Tiverton. 

Windwhiſtle houſe, or Zephyr's Lodge, about a quarter a mile 
from the town, on the road towards Wellington, hath often 
changed its owners: it is now the reſidence of Philip Blundell, 
Eſq. by whom it hath lately been rebuilt in an elegant ſtile; the 
path to it, a terrace walk along-ſide the public road, adorned with 
a a variegated ſhrubbery. | 

Gornhay houſe, about a mile from the town, ſome way in from 
the road to Wellington, was the ſeat of the Coleman family (Lords 
of the one- eighth of the manor of Tiverton) more than 200 years. 
It is now converted into a farm-houſe, conveniently ſituated for 
the reſidence of the farmer of the valuable eſtate belonging to Ed- 
ward Coleman, Eſq. the preſent owner. 

Tidcombe parſonage-houſe hath been the reſidence of the Newte 
family ſeveral ages, who have alſo been Rectors of this portion. 
It is at preſent, though low, a good houſe, and ſeen from the fide 


64 The venerable trees, forming an avenue on the ſummit of the hill, a cool walk in 
the ſummer, may be ſeen in many directions at a great diſtance. The fine row of large 
elgas, deſcribed by the poet, about a furlong in length, which ſtood on the narrow bank 
that ſeparates the rivers Exe and Lowman, were cut down many years ſince. 
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of the road towards Cullumpton, hath a pretty appearance at the 
end of a large rich meadow, with gardens well laid out adjoining. 
Here was a és chapel in 1554, and probably uſed long after. 
During the predominancy of Preſbyterianiſm, Tidcombe-houſe was 
an aſylum for the Epiſcopalians, and one of this 65 family occa- 
ſionally read the Book of Common Prayer to the friends of the 
Church of England, aſſembled here, or in t the adjoining fields and 
woods. 

At Pinnix moor, cloſe to the town leat, and contiguous to the 


farm-houſe, about half a mile from the town, is a very neat houſe, 


belonging to Henry Oſmond, Eſq. who built it about thirty years 
ſince, to viſit occaſionally for rural entertainment. The gardens ad- 
joining are well laid out, and very productive. From this houſe is 
an extenſive pictureſque view of the country towards the Eaſt, &c. 

At Eaſtmare was a “ chapel, entire in 1554, dedicated to St. 
Lawrence, and one at Weſt Manley; both are now converted into 
dwelling-houſes. 

There are in this quarter at preſent thirty farm-houſes, &c. and 
twenty-nine cottages; 95 men, 96 women, and 144 children; total 
number of és inhabitants 335. | 

The preſent annual “ rents of the lands amount to about tlie 
ſum of 31101. 


65 See Part IV. anno 1554. 


66 Richard Newte. See Prince” $ Worthies of Devon; ; alfo Part v. Biographical 
Anecdotes of Rev. Richard Newte. | 


67 See Part IV. anno 1554. 


63 Numbered early in this year, 1790, by John Baker, farmer, of Chettiſcombe 
barton. | | 
69 Eſtimated in 1784, by a committee appointed to aſſiſt the Churchwarden to 


equalize the poor rates. The alterations that have taken place lince were communt - 
cated by perſons well acquainted with this quarter, The 
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The compoſitions at preſent. for the tythes of the lands of this 
quarter, and its OR Rngctes, amount to about the 7* ſum of 320l. 
per ann. | N 

The preſent cott for the fourth part of the tythes of 
the undivided lands amount to about the ſum of 61. 6s. per ann. 

The rents of the glebe lands belonging to the rector of this por- 
tion amount to about the ſum of 801. per annum. 

The preſent annual rents of the undivided lands, not included in 
either of the four diviſions, amount to about the ſum of 43gol. 
The preſent compoſitions for tythes to about the ſum of 251. 4s. 
per ann. equally divided to the ſeveral incumbents of the four por- 
tions as before deſcribed. 

N. B. The rentals of he gebe unde or rather copyhold te- 
nure, antiently called a Corps, belonging to Clare portion, might 
be eſtimated at 1401. per ann. but the preſent rector does not re- 
ceive from them more than 408. annually. 


TOWN or TIVER TON. 


THE town of 7: Tiverton is fituated in the north-eaſt part of 
the county of Devon, about 14 miles north from Exeter, and 176 
miles weſt from London, 24 miles ſouth from the neareſt port in 
the Briſtol channel, and nearly the ſame diſtance north from the 
Britiſh. | 

The chief part of the town is built on a, little hill or flope of 
land, triangularly formed by the courſes of the river Exe on the 


79 From an eſtimate of the Rector, in 1784, and others ſince: out of which ſums 


all taxes and rates are paid. The tythes were valued in Liber Regis at 271, per ann. 
See Appendix, No. 32. 


71 N. latitude 51, 6. W. longitude 16, 36. 
Y y | Weſt 
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Weſt and Lowman on the Eaſt ; and their ſtreams uniting, make 
the ſouthern and loweſt 7 point. 

The ſummit of this eminence extends to about a furlong north 
of the higher buildings of the town, where ſtands the little cottage 
of 73 Villa Franca, which, though ſmall, may be ſeen from diffe- 
rent parts of the many ſurrounding higher 74 hills at ſeveral miles 
diſtance, The greateſt length of the town, from the higheſt part 
of Elmore-ſtreet on the North-caſt, through the ſtreets, to the end 
of Weſtex on the South-weſt, is nearly one mile. The greateſt 


| breadth, from Waldron's alms-houſe on the Weſt, through the 


ſtreets, to near the turnpike- gate towards Cullumpton on the Eaſt, 
is exactly three-quarters of a mile. 

It was called 75 Twyford, or Twiford Town, and Twoford 
Town, not ſolely becauſe ſituated between two rivers, but from the 
two fording places or paſſages through the rivers before the bridges 
over the Exe and Lowman were built. The buildings, or rather 
low mud cottages, firſt raiſed, were probably thoſe 75 neareſt the 
caſtle, and at preſent the north-weſt part of the town. Other 


72 Near Colliprieſt houſe. See Part V. of Tidcombe quarter. 


73 Built for an occafional retreat by Martin Dunsford, merchant, author of this 
work, and where a part of it was compiled. 


74 If hills and vales, if woodlaads, and if ſtreams 
Can pleaſe a poet, and inſpire his dreams, 
Then muſt thy beauties, "Tiverton, demand 
The higheſt honours from the poet's hand : 
For not een Windſor nobler ſhades can boaſt ; 


And Cooper's hill would in thy hills be loſt, H. Kiddell. 


75 See Camden's Britannia, a Modern Dictionary by Anonymous, alſo ed 8 
Britiſh Traveller. 


76 See Part I. General Hiſtory, and Part V. the Caſtle, ; 
dwellings 
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dwellings ſucceeded, as occaſion offered or intereſt invited ; for the 
ſtreets ſeem to have been gradually formed, with little attention*to 
order and regularity, and remained unpaved many ages. Dunghills 
alſo, and 77 ſtacks of hay and corn, were diſperſed among the 
houſes. 

Arts, manufactures, and commerce gradually enriching the in- 
habitants, the buildings by degrees were improved, for which the 
73 ſeveral great fires at different periods afforded opportunities. 
Thus, from time to time, Tiverton ſprung from its aſhes with 
new beauty and ſplendor, greater 79 order and regularity ; and 1s 
now noted for the beſt * buildings and being the neateſt inland 


77 See Part VI. or Appendix, No. 4 and No. 16; alſo Walpole's Britiſh Traveller, 


28 Particularly thoſe of 1598, 1612, 1731. See Remarkable Occurrences of theſe 
dates in Part IV. 


79 See Appendix, No. 16, the Act for Rebuilding the Town after the fire of 1731, 
in which are many directions for the better building the houſes, and preſerving them 


from like misfortunes ; but it is to be regretted a more regular plan of forming the 
principal ſtreets had not been adopted. 


8 Two houſes in the Fore-ſtreet are remarkably magnificent, perhaps not equalled 
in any town of the county of Devon. One built by Samuel Lewis, a conſiderable mer- 
Chant, ſoon after the fire of 1731, having a noble front of the regular Corinthian order, 
built with white ſtone, with an elegant portico, raiſed a few ſteps above the ſtreet, at the 
ſouth end, before the entrance, and a large gateway, leading to the trading department, 
at the north end of the building. The other built a few years ſince by Benj. Dickenſon, 
Eſq. merchant, very high and magnificent, the front of brick, edged with white ſtone, 
having a noble entrance in the centre, with a remarkably neat portico, raiſed a few ſteps 
above the ſtreet ; the rooms within are finiſhed with great taſte, having every. conve- 
nience ſuited to a very ſuperior ſtation in life, and furniſhed throughout with coſtly ele- 
gance. From the upper windows is a fine view of almoſt the whole town, and much 
of the adjacent country. 


8: Sec Part III. Lift of Donations, No. 1, and note. 
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town in the county of Devon. Indeed few others can boaſt ſuch 
great internal advantages, a fine ** ſtream watering every ſtreet, 
and a *: garden behind almoſt every houſe. | 

A great number of the houſes are now built with red brick, many 
with ſtone, and ſome with earth: they are generally covered with 
blue late, excepting thoſe at the ends of the ſtreets that eſcaped 
the laſt great fire, and the poor dwellings in the out-ſkirts of the 


town, which are thatched, The four principal ſtreets are com- 


modious, and form a quadrangle, incloſing an area of gardens ; in 
the centre of which is a bowling-green, perhaps the beſt and moſt 
frequented of any in the Weſt of England. The other ſtreets are 
not generally ſo wide; but none are ſo narrow as to incommode 
two or three people walking abreaſt on each fide the ſtream of wa- 
ter running in the middle. The two rivers afford plenty of fiſh 


in the proper ſeaſons, and greatly 53 aſſiſt towards the well con- 


8: See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 1, and note, 


22 Few towns have their buildings ſo ſuitably arranged for gardens behind them as 
Tiverton ; therefore, except thoſe near the corners of the ſtreets, few houſes are without 
them. There are ſeveral public gardens, productive of fruit and vegetables at the pro-. 
per ſeaſons of the year ; and many large walled gardens behind private dwellings, laid out 
with taſte, and producing in abundance all the various kinds of fruit and vegetables the 
climate affords. I cannot avoid noticing one inſtance of luxuriant and prolific vegeta- 
tion of a brocoli plant in a garden behind Henry Dunsford's houſe, in Fore-ſtreet, 
laſt year, which aroſe to the height of eight feet, meaſured thirteen feet and half diameter, 
and forty feet and half in circumference, 

To ſhew the vaſt improvements in horticulture, it will be neceſſary to obſerve, that 
fruit was very ſcarce in the reign of Henry VII. In an original MS. ſigned by himſelf, 
and kept in the remembrance office, it appears, that apples were paid for at a high rate, 
not leſs than one or two ſhillings a piece; that a red roſe coſt two ſhillings ; and that 


a man and woman had eight ſhillings and four pence for ſtrawberries. See Ancient and 
Modern Anecdotes, by J. P. Andrews, F. A. S. 


23 See Part IV date 1730. ; 
| | ducting 
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ducting the ſeveral branches of the woollen trade, as well as in 
driving a great number of mills for grinding corn, The Lowman 
runs behind the gardens of the houſes on the ſouth ſide of Gold- 
ſtreet and Fore-ſtreet; the Exe behind thoſe of the weſt fide of 
Peter-ſtreet and Andrew's ſtreet, to the great convenience of the 
inhabitants. Many wells and ſprings of pure water are found in 
every ſtreet, in a ſtrata of red gravel, a ſoil perhaps naturally more 
conducive to health than any other. | 
The ſtreets on the weſt fide of the Exe, by the banks of the leats 
on Which the mills were erected, appear to have been built chiefly 


for fullers, and their ſeveral dependants, artiſts in that branch of 
the woollen manufacture. Before the introduction of that trade, 


and building of “ Exe- bridge, Weſtex muſt have been very inſig- 
nificant; it was a ſeparate tything, little connected with the town 
of Tiverton, and 1s ſaid to have had occaſionally a ſmall ss market, 
diſtin& from it : ſince that time the ſtreets. weſt of the Exe have 
been eſteemed an important part of the town, and the fituation better 
adapted for conveniently carrying on the woollen manufacture, 
in all its branches, than any other part of it; but the dwellings in 
this diviſion of the town are yet generally low, and for the 
moſt part thatched. The churches, ſchools, and other public 
buildings of Tiverton, ſeparately deſcribed in this department, are 


great ornaments to the town, and attract the attention of ſtrangers. 


The free grammar-ſchool- is an object of great importance; ſons 
of the firſt gentlemen in the. weſtern counties are ſent here for edu- 


8 This bridge was built about the year 1570; and is now in good repair. A ſtrong 
ſtone bridge 14 feet wide, including the walls, and about 234 feet long, having five 


arches, over the river, where it is about 136 feet wide. See Part IV. date 1570, and 


Part V. note 4. 


85 Information given by Samuel Wotton, an inhabitant of Weſtex. 


cation, 
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cation, and their temporary reſidence produces much emolument 
to the trading inhabitants. Of late years many genteel families 
from diſtant parts have fixed their reſidence in this town, and its 
vicinity ; ſome proof that the pen hath not been too partially 
guided in this deſcription of Tiverton- 

Within the turnpike-gates are 1074 dwelling-houſes, 1279 men, 
1395 women, and 2169 children ; total number of the inhabitants 
of the town * 5343. The annual rents of all the houſes within 
the ſame limits, at a moderate computation, amount to about the 


ſum of 4700l. 


Tus CASTLE. 

FROM the preſent 7 remains, ſome records and traditionary 
accounts, it appears, that the caſtle of Tiverton was, at ſome paſt 
period, a building nearly quadrangular, incloſing an area of about 
an acre, and ſurrounded by a ſtrong ſtone wall, generally from 
about 20 to 25 feet high, having a round tower, with battlements, 
about 35 feet high, at the ſouth-eaſt, s north-eaſt, and north-weſt 
angles, and a ſquare one, uſed for a * chapel, at the ſouth-weſt. 


86 Numbered by Caleb Adams, one of the town beadles, in January, 1790, 
*7 Of the weſt wall, on the declivity particularly. 


83 See in Part IV. date 1645, an account of the governor's nurſe being killed in the 
apartments of a round tower, north of the great gate; which — that ſuch tower 
was there, though no veſtiges of it are now to be ſeen, 


89 From tradition chiefly. That there was a chapel ſomewhere within the walls of 
the caſtle appears from the account of the funeral oblequies performed at the interment 
of Catharine, Counteſs of Devon. See Part IV. date 1527. 
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The entrance a great gateway, under a large ſquare building, jut- 
ting out a few yards from the centre of the eaſt wall in front, and 
a ſquare tower, ſomewhat correſponding to it, jutting out in like 
manner from the centre of the wall towards the weſt. 

The ſituation ſeems to have been well choſen for the command 
of the little hill between the rivers on which the town is built, 
and for the beſt natural means of defence. 

A ſteep declivity of about ſixty feet, on the edge of which the 
welt wall was built, ſecured it from attack on that fide. Two 
wide and deep moats, filled with water from the town leat, de- 
fended the whole of the north and ſouth walls, to each fide of 
the cauſeway leading to the gate on the Eaſt ; over one of theſe 
was a 90 drawbridge, from near the round tower, at the ſouth-eaſt 
angle, to the church-yard, oppoſite the 5 door of the Earl of 
Devonſhire's chapel, on the north fide of the pariſh church. 

The cauſeway and outer gate, under a ſtrong Gothic pointed 
arch, were defended by means of the battlements and 92 ſmall ſtone 
arches on the wall over it, from whence the garriſon could, un- 
perceived, annoy the enemy with ſtones, arrows, melted pitch, or 
boiling water, and prevent any approach to it. Two other ſtrong 

gates, under two like arches, eighteen feet diſtant from each other, 


90 That the drawbridge was at this place appears from tradition, and other probable- 
eircumſtances. Abraham Hurley, farmer, of Firebeacon, now about ſixty, who was 
born in the caftle, and lived there thirty years, told me, he had this account from his 
mother, who received it from perſons living near the time when the iy Ereworidge was 
over the moat. | 1 — 


9 The door- way of the preſent veſtry. 


92 Theſe curious ſtone arches have been all taken down ſome years ſince, except one 
now on the north fide of the gate, to prevent miſchief from their falling, which th 
ruinous ſtate of ſome of them indicated, 


further 
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farther ſecured the paſſage or gateway within; the whole of which 
was thirty-ſix feet long, and fifteen feet wide, divided by the gates 
into equal parts, the ceilings of each of them ſtrongly arched with 
ſtone to ſupport the building over, and branches of hewn ſtone, 
in the Gothic ſtile, ſprung from the angles and fides to the centre, 
where they were united beneath the 93 Lancaſtrian roſe. 

Under the round tower, near the drawbridge, were ſome ſtone 
94 ſteps, ſuppoſed to have led to the entrance of a ſubterraneous 
paſſage, or covered way, beneath the moat and church-yard to the 
middle of the town, by which a communication was preſerved with 
the inhabitants of the town during a ſiege, ſupplies conveyed to 
the garriſon, and the means of retreat ſecured. 

The beſt apartments in the caſtle were probably towards the 
north wall, now deſtroyed, and thoſe over the gateway, remaining 
almoſt entire; theſe are regular, lofty, and ſpacious. On the top 
of the ſtone ſtaircaſe was a turret, or ſmall look-out tower, at 
preſent ruinous, called the Earl of Devonſhire's Chair. 

This os caſtle is ſaid to have been originally built by Richard 
de Ripariis, Redvers, or Rivers, Earl of Devon, and firſt Baron of 


93 The family of Courtenay were cloſely attached to the intereſts of the houſe of 
Lancaſter. 


94 Abraham Hurley informed me, that his mother had deſcended many of the ſteps, 
and had picked up an old bit of a horſe's bridle, and ſome other little matters, but never 
ſaw any other part of the ſubterraneous paſſage, though there is little doubt but theſe 
ſteps, perhaps to a greater depth, led to fuch paſſage, now probably filled up. See Part 
IV. note 59; alſo Part IV. date 1773. 

A report prevailed, about twenty years fince, that a portmanteau, with,money or va- 
luables in it, was found by the farmer who then rented the barton and lived in the 
caſtle, but the matter was never aſcertained to the public. , 


95 See Part II. date 11c0, note 7. Though this caſtle was built by Richard Rivers, 
it is highly probable ſome ſuch building had been in this ſituation previous to the Con- 
queſt, from which the town itſelf originated. See Part I. General Hiſtory. 


Tiverton ; 
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Tiverton; begun ſoon after his having received the grant of the 
barony from King Henry I. and completed about the year 1106, 
The hand of time alone, in a long courſe of ages, would un- 
doubtedly have worked many alterations in the building, had not 
the rude manners and boiſterous times of the 12th and 13th cen- 
turies, when the art of ſavage war and law of arms an the 
ruling principle, ſubjected it to that violence and thoſe ravages 
which marked the baronial conteſts, and occaſioned frequent tran- 
ſitions from temporary ruin to renewed ſtrength. 

Baldwin Rivers, Earl of Devon, and immediate ſucceſſor of the 
firſt Baron, was % driven from this place of refidence by the arms 
of King Stephen. The artificial mount, at a little diſtance from 
the north wall, affords now ſome ſtriking proof of the injuries to 
which the caſtle had been expoſed, though we have no hiſtorical 
record nor traditionary account when it was raiſed, nor in what 
conteſt. 

Before the commencement of the reign of King Edward I. the 
caſtle had been re-eſtabliſhed, probably in a condition equal at 
leaſt to its firſt ſtate; and continued a reſidence of great reſpec- 
tability during the time it was poſſeſſed by * Amicia Rivers, her 
daughter Iſabella de Fortibus, and the firſt Earls of Devon of the 
Courtenay name. 


The active part ſeveral ſucceſſive s lords of Tiverton took in 
the long os war between the houſes of Lancaſter and York, again 
expoſed this their general place of abode to repeated aſſaults. On 
the return of more peaceable times, when the two roſes were united, 


96 See Part II. date 1140. 


97 See Part II. dates 1245, 1262, 1292, 1340. 


93 See Part II. from date 1441 to 1485. 
2 2 | and 
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and William Courtenay, Earl of Devon, had married the daughter 
of Edward IV. ſiſter of the Queen of Henry VII. this caſtle 
aroſe to its higheſt ſtate of ſtrength and ſplendour. Here was held 
the court; and this was the conſtant place of reſidence of the wi- 
dowed v Princeſs fifteen years. The Marquis of Exon, her ſon 
and ſucceſſor, lived here occaſionally with great 0 magnificence : 
from hence he was 10 taken to the Tower of London, and from 
thence to the ſcaffold, to gratify the cruel caprice and unreaſonable 
Jealouſy of the tyrant Henry VIII. From this time the caſtle gra- 
dually ſunk to decay ; and the parks and pleaſure grounds.belong- 
ing to it were ſold, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, by the r crown, to 
divers perſons; and though it became the property of many ſuc- 
ceſſive owners of high rank and eſtimation, was ſeldom or never 
uſed for their reſidence. After the death of the laſt Edward 
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, to whom Queen Mary had reſtored the 
poſſeſſion, it is. ſaid ſome of the Trelawny family lived in it, and 
afterwards 93 Roger Giffard; Eſq. when it was again in decent re- 
pair, and probably continued ſo till the ſiege in 1645. From that 
time the antient buildings have haſtened to ruin, and been gradu- 
ally converted into neceſſary offices for the farm, and the , beſt of. 


99 See Part II. date 1511, 
700 See Part II. date 1527, and note No. 47:. 
101 See Part II. note No. 48. 


roa See Part II. note No. 49. The grounds were not diſparked till the 15th year of 
Queen Elizabeth, when the deer were all deſtroyed. See a letter from John Blundell, 
of Colliprieſt, author of the Memoirs frequently referred to, dated 16th 1er 1726, in 
Norris's Taunton Chronicle for 23d Sept. 1726. 


103 From about the year 1580 to 1603. See Part II. date e and Part V. Mo- 
numents in St. Peter's church. | 


194 Each ſide of the ſquare building and gate-Way. 


the 
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the old apartments into a dwelling for the farmer and his family. 
About the year 1700, Peter Weſt, Eſq. built a new houſe within 
the area of the antient walls, in which he lived, with his family, 
many years; the front of it towards the South. with brick, the 
back and ſides with ſtones ; probably from the ruins of the north 
wall, no veſtiges of which, nor of the round tower at the north-eaſt 
angle, are now to be ſeen. The ſquare building in front, about 
fifty feet high, the noble Gothic arch at the entrance, and thoſe in 
the paſſage, are almoſt entire; great part of the weft wall on the 
declivity, the round tower at the north-welt angle, the ſquare one 
in the centre, and the chapel at the ſouth-weſt corner, ſtill remain; 
alſo the chief part of the ſouth wall, and round tower at the ſouth- 
eaſt angle, and now exhibit very reſpectable ruins. The moat againſt 
the ſouth wall, toward the church- yard, is converted into a good 
kitchen garden; that on the north is quite filled up, and made 
a part of a large court-yard. Without this are now two other 
court-yards, very extenſive and convenient. On the north fide 
of the yard next the caſtle is a 105 barn, built of ſtone, large 

enough 


7 


105 This large barn hath been frequently uſed for a temporary theatre. Many com - 
panies of comedians have exerciſed their talents in it; but none of them have afforded 
ſo much rational entertainment, given ſuch general ſatisfaction, nor been ſo well at- 
tended, as the company directed by James Biggs, whoſe family particularly exhibited 
proofs of ſuperior talents, his fon in the comic line, and Miſs Biggs in every character 
ſhewed abilities that would have honoured a much better ſtage. 

The following lines, ſelected from an epilogue compoſed for the occaſion, and delivered 
by Mr. Stephens, in the name of Mr. Biggs, on leaving Tiverton, in September, 1790, 
will not, I think, be judged a digreſſion from the deſcriptive ſubject of this department. 


Yes, *tis our lot a wand'ring path to tread; 
No home, ſo dear to all, no tranquil glade; 
But like a feeble bark through life we go, 
Toſs'd by the beating billows to and fro, 
Z 72 Rejoic'd 
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enough to contain great part of the annual produce of the barton, 
having a curious and ſtrong roof that will probably endure for 


ages; beſides which no. veſtiges are remaining of any other de- 
tached buildings. 


Rejoic'd to find ſome friendly haven near, 

Where, gay with hope, our little crew might ſteer. 
Thus at this humble roof we've ſtaid awhile; 
And you have cheer'd us with a foſt'ring ſmile: —- 
Humble indeed, where'er you turn your eye; 
Yet here may Cato ſpeak, or Brutus die 3 

For ſenſe or ſentiment, from age to age, 
The ſame remains, in ſpite of place or ſtage. 
What though no thund'ring plaudits ſound on high ?* | 
What if from hence the gaudy titles fly ? 
Yet, yet with you may genuine taſte. be ſeen, 
And hearts reſponding to each varying ſcene: 
And when from you indulgent praiſe we've found; 
We've felt what Siddons feels when ſhouts reſound. 
Thus far we ſpeak with pleaſure of the paſt ; 
But ah! the painful part is come at laſt: 
We take our leave of ev'ry charm around, 
Of thee, O Tiverton, where bliſs-is found. 3 
Ves, happy ſpot! in thy calm breaſt unite oy | As 
All that delights the ſoul or charms the ſight. * 
Here Beauty fits : the everlaſting queen | 
Reigns, in her varied ſhape, through ev'ry ſcene. . 
See, to her aid each kindred goddeſs flies, 
Reſts on this ſpot, deſcending from the ſkies. 
See, Flora brings enamell'd meads of flow'rs, 
Whilſt Ceres in your lap her bounty pours. 
See ros'd-lip Hebe ride on ev'ry gale, 

Imparting health and youth throughout the vale; 

: And here—'tis here that Hebe's charms divine : 

In female excellence unequall'd ſhine. 
Such is this ſpot, which fate has giv'n to you; 
Such is the ſpot to which we bid adieu, 
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PARISH CHURCH. 


THE pariſh idk; of Tiverton is ſituated upon an eminence 
at the north-weſt end of the town, nearly in the centre of a 
:5 yard that meaſures an acre and 30 poles, bounded by a wall, 


. four feet” high, which ſeparates it on the North from the 


moat of the caſtle on the Weſt from the like ſteep declivity, on 


the edge of which the wall of the caſtle is built, the foot of it 


waſhed by the river Exe, and on the Eaſt from the ſheep-market 


and 97 outworks. The 's wool - chapel, 299 charity - ſchools, 


_ 10 church-houſe, and buildings of Newport-ſtreet and Bell-lane 


are 


7 * „* 
4 3 by 


106 Burying the dead inand near churches originated from the cuſtom of the primi- 5 
tive Chriſtians frequently aſſembling at the tombs of the martyrs, to ſing praiſes to God 
for their happy IE and by ather acts of piety to fortify their own minds pa- 


tiently to endure like perſecutions, that they might obtain the like glorious crown of 
martyrdom. Mr. Strutt tells us, that before the time of Chriſtianity it was held un- 
lawful to bury the dead within cities or towns, but they uſed to carry them out .into the 
fields hard by, and there depoſit them. Towards the end of the fixth century, Auguſ- 
tine obtained of King Ethelbert a temple of idols, where the King uſed to worſhip be- 
fore his converſion, and made a burying place of it ; but St. Cuthbert afterwards ob- 
tained leave. to have pars. made to the churches, proper for the reception of the dead. 


17 A large vacant plot, where the outworks to the eiten of the caſtle were 
raiſed, The name is preſerved by tradition to this day. 


1099 A ſtrong ſtone during forme we repaitory of wool and woollen yarn, which 
was brought to this houſe for ſale every market day, a cuſtom which continued to within 
the memdry of many manufacturers now living. About the year 1612, no leſs a ſum 


than 2000], was weekly expended here in thoſe n for the manufacture of 
kerſeys. See Part 5 No. 4. 


109 Toa rooms over the above building: See Part IV. anno 171 3-—One. of theſe 


rooms is ſometimes uſed for the meetings of the pariſhioners. 


110 The dwelling-houſe of the pariſh clerk and the above buildings are called the 


Church Bong belong to the pariſh, and are ſuppoſed, with tome other houſes in the 


town, 
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are the boundaries of the yard on the Eaſt and South-eaſt, One 
large gate-way on the South leads into Peter- ſtreet, another on the 
Eaſt into Newport-ſtreet, and a ſmall door-way at the north-eaſt 
corner into the caſtle- yard. | , 

The ſtriking pictureſque m view from this church-yard attracts 
the attention of moſt ſtrangers. From the weſt wall hanging gar- 
dens are ſeen on the declivity, the Exe in a ſerpentine courſe half 
a mile, the hams, a fertile plain of paſture on its banks, the build- 
ings of Weſtex, and the riſing hills beyond. The ruins of the 
caſtle, and groupe of venerable trees ſurrounding, appear on the 
right; and the proſpect is bounded on the left by Exe-bridge. 

The church, a more reſpectable Gothic pile than any in Devon- 
ſhire, except St. Peter's at Exeter, is 136 feet long, and 82 feet 
wide; and though the work of different and diſtant ages, more re- 
gular than might have been reaſonably expected. The front, to- 


town, to have been given by John Coleman or John Grenwaye, merchants, early in 
the ſixteenth century, towards the ſupport of the church. See Part III. Liſt of Dona- 
tions, No. 3. | 


11 Romantic ſcenes here open to the view 
Scenes that ſurpriſe, and proſpects that are new. 
There ruin'd turrets ſpread a ſolemn gloom ; 
The tombs around bid men to know their doom. 
Wide ſpreading o'er the ſteep, ſee gardens riſe: 
There the long depth with horror fills the eyes. 
How ſmooth below the river flows along— 
The river, worthy of a nobler ſong, 
Like Nilus, yearly breaks its antient bound; 
Rapid and rough it thund'ring foams around. 
Here flow'ry vallies give the mind delight; 
Hills, ſeats, and woods, here pour upon the ſight : 
Here, Tiverton, thy antient temple ſtands, 
That felt the touch of ſacrilegous hands.—— H. K:iddell, 


wards 
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wards the South, is ornamented with much curious ſculpture ; and 
particularly the porch and the chapel * adjoining, over the win- 
dows of the laſt of which, on a cornice of White marble, are many 
of the incidents of the life and actions of Chriſt in baſſo relievo, 
ſhips, with other ſymbols of trade and commerce, and many figures 
of aminals curiouſly done on other parts of the walls, which ſpeak 
the employ and munificence of the is founder. Fheſe pieces of J 
ſculpture are more conſpicuous by the chapel ſtanding out a few "i 
yards from the wall of the church: 

Entering the gate-way from Peter-ſtreet, and walking up the 
wide path to the porch, the front of the church hath a noble 
appearance, which would have been much more venerable, had not | hl 
the chapel been painted, and the other parts of the front 14 plaiſ- | 
tered and white-waſhed. The back front, towards the North, U 
commands greater reverence; the plaiſter that once daubed it is { 
almoſt entirely fallen off, and moſs and time have reſtored its claim | 


to ſuperior antiquity.. 


112 Over the dials are theſe inſcriptions :—Every hour ſhorteas life—Neſciunt reverti 
—Pereunt et imputantur. 


113 John Grenwaye, merchant, of Tiverton. See Anecdotes. of him, Part V. Alms- 1 
houſes in Gold- ſtreet. | 4 


The following inſcriptions on the, walls of the. chapel, ee. indicate ſomewhat of his | 1 

turn of mind and character. - 

O that the Lord maye ? 

God ſpeed our waye. Grant unto John Grenwaye. ' 

Pray for the ſoul of John Grenwaye. Good fortune. and grace, 

And in Heyven a place. 1 

Whilſt we think well, and think to amend, | | 

Time paſſeth away, and death's the end. —Joun GRENWAVYE. | 'þ 

Over the chancel door, or little door of the church, is the following inſcription :— 
Propter Domum tuum Domine quæſivi bonas tibi.—Joun GREN WAVE. 


114. By which much of the ſculpture and ſome of the inſcriptions are. obliterated. . 
the. 
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The jutment of the eaſt part of this front was heretofore a noble 
115 chapel, ſeparated from the body of the church, the windows of 
which exhibit more curious workmanſhip than thoſe of the weſt 
part, Before the door that led into this chapel is the veſtry, for 
the uſe.of the miniſters and the public meetings of the pariſhioners, 
In the room over it is a large n library: the church plate, the 
pariſh regiſters, and other public records and deeds, are kept 
in the ſame room. 

The eaſt end of the church or chancel is without 17 much orna- 
ment, and wears a reſpectable ſimplicity. 

The **5 tower; built contiguous to the church, within a few 
yards of the weſt wall of the yard, 27 feet ſquare at the baſe, is a 


{trong 


415 Built by ſome of the Earls of Devon, Baroys of Tiverton, whether of the fa- 
milies of Rivers or Courtenay is not certainly known, moſt probably the latter, as the 
windows of this part appear to be the work of a later age than thoſe of the weſt end of 
.of the north wall of the church. 


116 J have not found many valuable books in it; the moſt curious is a fair illumined 
Miſſal, with a Roman kalendar, written on vellum, 14th Auguſt, 1438. At the bottom 
of the ſecond page we find the following :—Explica. Kalendaria. per laborem fratris 
Johij. Some. ſcript. Briſtoll per mania, Willmi Worceſtre, ad inſtanciã. Ricardi Roper, 
ane. domi. 1438, et ab. regni Henrici VI. 14 die menſis Auguſti et meridie, Des Gras. 
Some paintings are alſo in this library, deſcribed in Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 72. 

Some of the books that were in it have been borrowed, and never returned, I be- 
lieve this hath been the fate alſo of ſome of the public records. 


117 On the ſeveral battlements, erected chiefly at the expence of Rev. John Newte, 
about the year 1709, are the following inſcriptions : 


Primo Dabis et aggreſſu Pugilem nen Dom. H. P. 8. 
Quærite Sacr. Legis In verbo tuo ſpes mea John Newte 
Regnum Neo F. to Reſurgamus Hujus Eccleſiæ 
Cœlorum Memento quatuor noviſſima Vincenti dabito Rector, 1709. 


119 We can find no inſeription to aſcertain the time when this pile was built. In it 


are eight good bells, with the following mottos:— On the iſt, Glory to God in the 
higheſt 
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ſtrong plain ſtone building, exactly 100 feet high, to the top of 


the battlements, and 16 feet higher to the top of the pinnacles, 
above the *'9 vanes; between the four pinnacles, are little ſpires, 
very common Gothic ornaments. The commanding beautifully 
diverſified proſpect from the top of this pile, is well worth the la- 
bour of aſcending it. 

Except the ornamental parts, is walls of the ha and tower 


are built of hard durable ſtone, taken, it is conjectured, from a. 


quarry in the oppoſite hill, on the weſt fide of the river Exe. 
The chancel, faid to be originally the 1% whole of the pariſh 
church, though probably rebuilt ſince to be a uniform part of the 


preſent building, is kept in neat order within, and the few ſeats in 
it are good. Againſt the walls are ſeveral coſtly 1 monuments, 
and 


higheſt—2d, And on earth peace — 3a, Good will towards men—4th, Proſperity to all 


our benefactors — 5th, William Evans, of Chepſtow, caſt us all—6th, Mr. Bartholomew 
Davey and Mr. James Croſs, Churchwardens—7th, Mr, Clement Govett and Mr. 
Thomas Anſtey, Wardens—vth, George Oſmond, * Mayor, 1736. See Part IV. 


of this date. 


119 Vanes on the top of ſteeples were antiently in the ſorm of a cock, called from 


hence Weather Cocks, and put up in re times to remind the clergy of watchfulneſs. 
See Brand's Antiquities. 


120 See Part IV. anno 107 3; the time when this part of the church is ſaid to have 
been firſt built. 


121 A curious monument—Sacrum memori:2 generoſiſſimi viri Rogeri Giffard, ar- 
migeri of Roger Giffard, Eſq. who lived in the caſtle, and died 8th October, 160 35 
aged 70. Sce Part II. date 1660. 

Of Edmund Gibbon, Gent. and family. Dates 1682, 1683, 1707, 

In the middle of the chancel, on a plain ſtone, is this infeription Hic jacet Richards 
Newte, hujus eccleſiæ Rector, qui obiit Aug. 10, 1678, ætat. ſaz 66; filius fait Hen- 
rici de hoc oppido generoſi and againſt the forth wall a very coſily monument to his 

34 memory, 
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and many-inſcriptions on the pavement, which, as well as that of 
the whole church, is very-irregular, . occaſioned by the great num- 
ber of perſons buried beneath; a cuſtom not only deſtructive of re- 
gularity, and which renders the pavement-dangerous to walk on, 
but highly injurious to the health of the living that daily aſ- 
ſemble there. The altar- piece is a fine 123 painting on canvas of 
St. Peter delivered from priſon by the angel, in a rich gilt frame, 
with an elegant frontiſpiece, of the Doric order, curiouſly painted, 
to repreſent fine ſculpture. 

The railing that ſeparates the chancel from the north and ſouth 
aiſles is ſtrong and well carved, in the Gothic ſtile. The chancel is 
ſeparated from. the middle aiſle and body of the church by a very 


memory, with a long Latin inſcription. He was Rector of Tidcombe and Clare 
portions. See Life of Richard Newte, in Part V. 

In memory of the Rev. John Newte, A. M. ſon of the right worthy and learned 
Richard Newte, B. D. a diligent and faithful paſtor, a ſtrenuous aſſerter of the rights 
and dues of the church, and tender father and defender of the poor and oppreſſed ; 37 
years Rector of Tidcombe and 36 of Pitt portions, &c. chearfully reſigned his ſoul to 
God March 7, 1715, aged 60 years. See Life of John Newte, in Part V. 


Other eminent perſons buried in the chancel : 

Suppoſed one of the noble family of Rivers, ſee Part II. anno 1199, and Part IV. 
anno 1669, viz. William Rivers de Vernon, Earl of Devon, and Baron of Tiverton. 
William London, William Lee, M. D. William Hancock, M. D. Robert London, 
the Rev. Matthew Maſcoll, James Langford, Eſq. Rev. Mr. Rayner, Rev. William 
Somaſter, Rev. Edward Twogood, Rev. Nicholas Mercer, Rev. Samuel Newte, Rev. 
Samuel Newte his ſon, Rev. Samuel Newte his grandſon, 1770, William Ham, mer- 
chant, 1629, Marmaduke Johnſon, 1681, Rev. Philip Atherton. 


122 There was a recent inſtance of ſuch nauſeous putrid ſtench. fiom one of the vaults 
in the church, that the miniſter was obliged to read the daily prayers at St. George's 
chapel ſome time. 


123 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 91. 


PART V. ANTIQUITIES, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, &c. 311 


rich Gothic *:4 ſkreen ; over which is a large and excellent 5 or- 


gan, of gilt metal pipes, in an elegant frame and loft, the front of 


Flemiſh oak, and curiouſly carved. Before the ſkreen are two 
reading *:5 deſks ; that on the north fide of the door-way belonging 
to the rector of Clare and curate of Prior's, that on the ſouth to 
the rectors of Pitt and Tidcombe portions, which latter is always 
uſed by the officiating miniſter. 

The body of the church is ſpacious and 7 lofty ; the noble 
Gothic pillars and pointed arches on each fide give it a venerable 
appearance, Over the arches on either fide is a row of windows, 
and againſt the pillars are hung the tables of public donations. 
At the weſt end of the aiſle, facing the organ, and againſt the 
tower, 1s a large gallery, built in 1657; over the back (ſeats of 
which is a curious old painting, on boards, of the infide of a 
church, in the centre of which is the face of the 128 clock. The 
large branching 1 candleſtick, that hangs from the middle of the 
ceiling of this aiſle, is very curious and magnificent. The ſeats in 
this part of the church are miſerably bad and irregular, and not 
likely to be much improved, till the annual cuſtom of ſelling them 
on iz lives is aboliſhed. There are ſome curious monumental 


124 Erected by Mr. John Grenwaye, merchant, about the year 1517. See Willis's 
Notitia Parliamentaria, Riſdon's Survey of Devon, and Hewett's Memoirs, 


125 See Part IV. anno 1696 and 1776. 
126 See the Pariſh Regiſter. 


127. The middle aiſle, from the altar-piece to the tower, w ithin, i 1s 136 feet long, and 
33 feet and half high. 


128 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 85. 
129 See Part IV. anno 1707. | 


130 See Part VI. No. 10. TT 
3 42 inſeriptions 
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131 inſcriptions on the pavement of this part of the church, and in 
the three croſs alleys leading to the north and ſouth aiſles, ſome hid 


by 


131 The cuſtom of laying flat ſtones in our churches and church-yards over the graves 
of better ſort of perſons, on which are inſcribed epitaphs, containing the name, age, 
character, &c. has been tranſmitted from very antient times, as appears from Cicero and 
others. See Brand's Antiquities. 

Inſcriptions upon the the floor of the middle aiſle : © 
1553. All you good people that paſs by this way, 
Pray for the fouls of John Coleman and Jone his wife. 

Thomas Prowlſe, ſen. of Warnicombe, Gent. John Chamberlaine, jun. Gent. Tho, 
Prowſe, jun. Gent. John Quick, of Ditches ; John Richards, Gent. 1734 ; Sebaſtian 
Land, mercer, 1725. 

1716. Henry Blagdon. —Here, expecting a joyfull reſurrection, be the remains of 
Mr. Henry Blagdon, late of this corporation, merchant ; that worthy benefactor to all 
works of piety and charity, whoſe virtues, too exemplary to be buried in the grave, may 
be known by the adjoining pillar. 88 7 

Robert Thomas. Under here is one lyeth 


Nathaniel Cleveland, merchant. Was always loving to his wife. 
Richard. ſon of ſaid Robert Thomas, 
Mary Shepherd, a tender bloſſome, Little mortal, did from earth ariſe 
Only eyght year old, Like a bubble, for ſo ſoon he dies. 
Whom death pluct quickly off, 
Lyeth covered here in moulde. Quz jacet hie fuit uxor amans, bona, pul- 
| May 5, 1622. chra, benigna, 


| Pauperibus verax, provida, munda, parens. 
Margaret Garner - God gave me life, Here ſleepeth Joan, from the Amories de- 


But leaſt I finne ſhould bee, ſcended, 
He tookt away again Who Caia dear to Samuel Butler lived, 
That gave yt unto mee. Her Caius—when her godly life was ended— 
April 26, 1621. To th' heavens, due by Chriſt, ſhe is re- 
ceived. 


Tuſcriptions upon the pavement of the alley before the deſe: 

Nicholas Tremlet, mercer, 1623; Humphry Coggan, mercer, 1632; Humphry 
Parton, Gent. 1661. 

In the craſs alley, between the ſouth and north doors, the following : 

Robert Hoare, apothecary, 1687 ; Gregory Sharland, yeoman, 1675 —ſee Part III. 


"Liſt of Donations, No. 48. , 
j! 
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by the ſeats, and others almoſt obliterated, The pulpit is very 
good, apparently about 120 years old, ornamented with the arms of 
many families, painted in ſeparate ſquares about it. On the ſound- 
ing-board over is a painting of the archangel, ſounding the awful 
trumpet at the laſt day, 

This aifle of the church, pillars, and arches, the welt end of 
the north wall, and north door-way, which bear marks of re- 
mote antiquity, are probably the moſt antient parts of the preſent 
building. 

The weſt part of the north aiſle is not ſo wide as the middle or 
ſouth aiſles. 

Againſt the wall north of this 13: aiſle, are ſeveral marble '33 mo- 
numents, richly ornamented. There are ſome antient inſcriptions 
alſo on the pavement. 

A ceiling, in modern taſte, of the Doric order, was put up about 
five years ſince, which, however eſteemed for its elegance, hath 


In the croſs alley, under the gallery, at the weſt end of the church : 
Thomas Hawkins, merchant, 1689; Peter Bere, merchant, 1709; Wm. Heathfield, 
merchant ; John Parſons, merchant ; Clement Govett, ſergemaker, 1735. 


732 The north aiſle is 120 feet long, and 22 feet and half high, to the ceiling. 


223 In memory of the virtuous Mary, wife of Samuel Foot, Eſq. who died in 1677. 

In memory of Robert Chatty, merchant, twice mayor of the town, who died anno 
1679. See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 56. 

In memory of the virtuous and ingenious Mr. John Lane, merchant, and wife Eliza- 


teth: ſhe died three days after him; and both of them were in one day interred under 


this monument, 1680, See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 59. 
The turtle-dove can't long ſurvive the fate, 
Or fad divorcement of her deareſt mate: 
So he firſt dead: ſhe ſtaid awhile, and try'd 
To live without him—lik'd it not, and died. 
In memory of Thomas Thomas, and family, of this town. Anno 1717. 


deftroved 
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deſtroyed the uniformity, and leſſened the grandeur of this Gothic 
fabric, 

The eaſt part of this aiſle, from the jutment near the church. 
wardens' ſeat to the Biſhop's ſeat againſt the wall at the eaſt end, is 
ſuppoſed, with great reaſon, to have been heretofore the noble 
chapel of the Courtenays, Earls of Devon, filled with rich and 
curious monuments of thoſe Lords and their families, a grand 

altar, and other ornaments. Two of theſe monuments are particu— 
larly recorded to have been coſtly and magnificent, viz. 

A tomb of Edward Courtenay, the blind and good Earl of Devon, 

on which were alabaſter images of himſelf and Counteſs, and cu- 
rious 134 inſcription. The other of Catharine Courtenay, Counteſs 
of Devon, youngeſt daughter of King Edward IV. erected by her 
only ſon, on one fide of the grand altar above mentioned. She was 
buried with great funeral magnificence under this tomb in 1527. 
None of all theſe monuments are remaining. The zeal of the vi- 
fitants and reformers, in the reign of Henry VIII. Edward VI. and 


134 Mr. Riſdon, in his account of this inſcription, ſee Part II. anno 1419, and note 
No. 34, appears to me to have confounded theſe two monuments, in naming the wife- 
of this Earl Catharine ; whereas this Edward Courtenay had no other wife than Maud, 
Mabell, or Matilda, daughter of Lord Camois ; and this Catharine was the daughter of 
King Edward IV. and wife of William Courtenay, Earl of Devon, who lived more 
than 100 years after: it is reaſonable therefore to believe the following to have been th, 
true inſcription, as Mr. Weſtcote alſo deſcribes it. . 


Hoe, hoe! who lies here? What wee gave, wee have 
I, the goode Erle of Devonſhere ; What wee ſpent, wee had ; 
With Maud my wife, to mee full dere: What wee lefte, wee loſte. 


We lyved togeather fyfty-fyve yere. | 
It is alſo reaſonable to believe, that the chapel above deſcribed was erected by this Ed- 
ward Courtenay, Earl of Devon, who reſided conſtantly in Tiverton caſtle many years 
before his death, and was the firſt perſon buried in it that we have any account of, anno 
1419, ſo that this part of the church muſt be about 400 years old at leaſt. 


Elizabeth ; 
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Elizabeth; the rage of reformation, which prevailed upon the 
innovation of the preſent church liturgy and ſervice on the old 
eſtabliſhed religion, levelled, without diſtinction, thoſe noble re- 
mains of antiquity with the objects of Popiſh worſhip, and left 
not a 135 wreck behind. 


Some plain marble '35 monuments have been ſince erected in this 
part of the church. The ſtone door-way which leads into the veſtry 
on the north ſide, is probably the ſame by which thoſe noble fami- 
lies uſually entered the chapel, it being oppoſite to where the draw- 
bridge was over the moat of the caſtle, near the preſent remaining 
round tower, and wearing marks of ſuch antiquity. 

The ſouth aiſle was *37 built about the year 1517, and is much 
wider and more magnificent than the northern. 


135 Behind tlie old ſeats of the corporation I found a niche in the wall, which ap- 
peared to have been intended for ſome ſepulchral image. The ground on which theſe 


ſeats are built ſeems to have been formed of the rubbiſh of ſome demoliſhed * 
and human bones. 


135 On a very fine black marble is the following: Here under lyeth buried the bodye 
of George Slee, of Tyverton, merchant, who departed this life the firſt of September, 
1613. On it are alſo engraven a liſt of his donations to the poor of various places and 
deſcriptions, beſides that deſcribed in Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 17. 


Records of burial, and inſcriptions of other eminent perſons, on marble againſt the walls 
and on the pavement of the narth aiſle : 

Richard Powell, of Chettiſcombe, Gent, John Thruſtone, Gent. William, a young 
ſon of Richard Clark, of Bridwell, Gent. Richard Spurway, 1618 ; Spurway Patey, 
dyer, 1747; Daniel Deyman, ſerge-maker ; Edward Gatchell, merchant, 1722; Ben- 
jamin Gilberd, gracer, of Exon, 1790—ſee Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 94; John 


Carrol, miniſter, 1683; William Wood, merchant, 1713; John Upcott, clothier, 1670; 


Thomas How, fuller, 1725 ; Walter Broad, merchant, 17 57; Wm. Smale, merchant. 


137 Wholly rebuilt and enlarged by Mr. John Grenwaye, merchant. See Part V. 


BenefaRors to this Chartk,—This Alle is 120 feet long, and 23 feet and half high, 


to the ceiling. | 
A new 
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A new ceiling, in modern taſte, of the Doric order, was given to 
it about twelve years ſince, deſtructive alſo of that uniformity which 
ſhould have been preſerved in this old Gothic building. There are 
alſo ſome old tombs in this aiſle, and ſeveral antient 138 inſcriptions 
on them, and upon the ſtones of the pavement. 

Againſt the ſouth wall, the front wall of the church, are many 
elegant and coſtly 139 monuments, and tables of donations and cul. 


toms 


138 On an old tomb—Here lieth the body of John Weſt, Gent. who died 27th June, 
1630. See Part III. Lift of Donations, No. 35. 

An old tomb, the inſcription nearly obliterated To the memory of Mr. John Wal- 
dron, mefchant, July 18, 1579. See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 6. 


Other eminent yerſons buried in this aiſle, ſome of the inſcriptions on the flones of the floor 
legible, others nearly obliterated : 


Peter Blundel!, clothier; John Blnndell, of Colliprieſt, Eſq. William Ham, Gent. 
Peter Weſt, Eſq. William Sellake, merchant, 1534; John Skinner, Gent. George 
Hartnoll, ſen. Gent. John Prowſe, of Hayne, merchant ; John Deyman, Gent. John 
Coggan, mercer, 1636; Richard Prowſe, Gent. Robert Chattey, mercer, 1678; Tho, 
Leigh, Gent. 1715; John Waldron, Spanith merchant; Francis Nott, Gent. 1687; 
Thomas Hodge, 1735; Valentine Hartnoll, merchant, 1644 ; 3 Rich. Spurway, clothier, 
1623; Peter Cole, merchant, 1712; William Wood, clothier, 1684 ; John Lane, 
ſerge-maker, 1730; George Davey, mercham, 1690; George Cockeram, B. Phyſic, 
1716; William Gorton, 17733 George Davey, attorney. ; | 


139 To the memory of Richard Spurway, alias Hill, firſt and fourth Mayor of Ti- 
verton, and his family. Anno 

In memoriam Henrici Newte, generoſi qui fumma induſtria et equitate perbiannium 
hujus oppidi præturam egregie geſſit et obiit anno ætat ſuz 62, anoque Domini 1670. 

In memory of Jane, the wife of William Coleman, of Gornhay, Eſq. himielt, and 
ſeveral of the ſame family. Anno 1682, &c. 

In memory of Samuel Foot, Eſq. of this town, ſeveral times Repreſentative in Parlia- 
ment for the ſame, who departed this life 26th March, 1691, aged 66 years, and lies 
buried in this church. 

Margaret, wite of Robert Burridge, and daughter of Samuel Foot, Eſq. Anno 1700. 

In memory of Nathaniel Thorne, of this town, merchant, who died 23d Nov. 1734» 
in 634 year of his age, and his family. This monument erected by Elizabeth his 
daughter, wife of John Newton, merchant, anno 1737. 


Near 
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toms hung againſt the pillars, which ſeparate it from the middle 
aifle. At the caſt end is an old pew, with railing, where uſeful 
:49 books for the common people to read, or hear read, were here- 
tofore kept. The ſeats in this aiſle are very irregular, though not 
ſo bad as thoſe in the middle aiſle. 

Thoſe for the members of the corporation are ranks, gradu- 


ally riſing behind, towards the fouth wall, a few yards below the 


little door of the church ; the mayor's ſeat diſtinguiſhed by the 
lion and unicorn, and facing the pulpit. Over the great door-way 


leading into the large porch before deſcribed, in front of the church, 


is a '4* gallery, chiefly occupied wats the maſter and boys of Blun- 
dell's ſchool. | 


/ 


Near this ſtone lie the remains of the Rev. Philip Atherton, A. M. maſter of Blun- 
dell's ſchool eighteen. years, and one of the minifters of this church, who died 19th 


March, 1777, in 59th year of his age. 

Sacrum memoriz Johannis Moore, cujus exuviæ mortales ſub hoc marmore requi- 
eſcunt, integritate animi, probitate vitæ, ſuavitate morum, nulli ſecundus, &c. in Domino 
placide obdormivit 1739, ætat. 72. 

To the memory of Mrs. Agnes Down, by her children—a very elegant monument. 
Anno 1775. 1: 


To the memory of the Burridge family, 1715, &c. one of whom, Robert Burridge, 
Efq. a confiderable merchant, was Member of Parhament for this town at the time of 


the union of England and Scotland. 


On. an elegant monument, lately erected by Thomas and John Newte—Near this 
lone are depoſited the remains of Samuel Newte, A. M. Rector of Tideombe, in this 


pariſh, who died February 18, 1781 ; aged 63.— Among, other lines are the: fellowing : . 


Far hence be flattery : but impartial truth 
Her-honeſt judgment ſhall to time conſign. 
Let emulation read, without a figh— 
Ne'er ſpake religion from a voice like thine. 


140 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 34, and note. 
14x FErected in the year 1710, by Oliver Peardy Churchwarden. . 
e Built in 1708, by the Churchwarden. 
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The chapel, ſtanding out from the centre of the front wall, 
143 built alſo about the year 1517, and dedicated to St. Chriſtopher, 
St. Blaze, and St. Anne, is ſeparated from the ſouth aiſle by a 
Gothic ſkreen, curiouſly carved and ornamented, on the top of 
which are ſome iron ſpikes, on which, it is probable, little ſtatues 
of ſaints were formerly fixed, and, with the chapel, heretofore 
| richly gilt. Within is much curious ſculpture on the wainſcotting 
and ſtone wall behind the ſeats occupied by the poor men of Gren- 

waye's alms-houſes, and the charity-children. 
On the very thick and large 44 ſtone, which covers the vault, 
| and forms the floor of the chapel, are two images, in braſs, of the 
founders, John and Joan Grenwaye, in the dreſs of the times, with 
their hands lifted up in prayer; the 1 words of which, upon la- 
| bels 


143 By Mr. John Grenwaye, a wealthy merchant of Tiverton, before noted. 
On the walls of the chapel was the following inſcription : 
| | To the honour of St. Chriſtopher, St. Blaze, and St. Anne, 
This chapel by John Grenwaye was began. 
| See Riſdon's Survey of Devon, and Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria. 
| Over the windows of the chapel, under the cornice, in large charaeers, are the fol- 
lowing words: — John Grenwaye made this chapel, A. D. 1517, with the iſle, porch, 
and ends of the ſame, and an alms- houſe for ſix poor men in the eaſt end of the town, 
and ended the ſame twelve years before his death: he, with his wife, lieth here buried. 
— This is an obſcure imperfect inſcription, of later date. Mr. Grenwaye in his laſt will 
fays, for five-poor men, to pray for the ſouls of himſelf and wife, and all Chriſtian peo- 
ple, for ever. It ſhould be alſo the great porch and ſouth aiſle of the church, and ends 
of the fame. See Riſdon, and Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria, and Hewett's Memoirs. 


144 This ſtone was ornamented with curious ſculpture of animals, flowers, &c. and 

on the edges of it were fillets of braſs, on which were engraved, in old characters, the 

following: — Of your charite prey for the ſouls of John and Joan Grenwaye his wife, 
which died ——— and for their faders and moders, and for their friends and their 

lovers; on them Jeſu have morcy : amen. Of your charite ſay Pater-noſter and Ave. 


d | 445 On the label from John's mouth — 
| O then to the we praye, 
Have mercy of John Gienwaye. 


* 


— — — 
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bels of braſs, from their lips, were long ſince torn away. Beneath 
theſe images were interred the bodies of the founders, in the 
year 1529, in a vault, about eight feet ſquare, lined with brown 
glazed tiles. In the year 1576 I went down into it, through a hole 
in the floor of the ſeats by the wall, and found a fcull, and ſome 
other human bones and duſt, under the arch which ſupports the 
front wall, but nothing beſides to afford us any information. 
Theſe ſuppoſed remains of the founders were ſome little time after 
put into a lead cheſt, by order of the churchwarden, and an 146 in- 
fcription, in braſs, laid on it. The ceiling of the chapel is a fine 
piece of Gothic ſculpture, but fooliſhly painted. | 

Upon the walls are ſome good drawings, by Warwell, in the 
year 1749 particularly a portrait of St. Peter, as big as life, very 
well done : ſome ſcripture ſentences, and an inſcription under the 
cornice, deſcribed in note 143. 

In a very old oak cheſt, plated ſtrongly with iron, kept in this 
chapel, are the deeds and writings belonging to Grenwaye's, Wal- 
dron's, and Slee's donations. This cheſt appears to have been 
147 rifled by the ſoldiers of one or both parties during the civil 


On the label from his. wiſe's mouth— 
O then to thee we praye, 
3 | Have mercy of Johan Grenwaye. 
146 The remains of John and Joan Grenwaye. Truſtees—Rev. Samuel Newte, 
Henry Atkins, Eſq. Henry Oſmond, Eſq. Benjamin Dickenſon, Eſq. Peter Blundell, 


Eſq. Richard Blundell, iq John Davey, William  Horabin, John Owens, Junior, 
Churchwarden, 1777. 


Elevations and views of the ſeveral Houſes, and maps of the lands for the ſupport of 
this chapel and Grenwaye's alms-houſes, ncatly done on vellum, are hung up in frames 


againſt the weſt wall. Another ſet of the ſame 'paiſes from one cturclfwarden to ano- 
ther. See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 3. 


147 In the Churchwarden's Account for the year 7606 is the follow] ing:—Paid Mr. 
Atkins, for redeeming the writings from the ſoldiers, 28. 6d. 

In the Account for the year 19:47 Paid for recovering ſome.writings to Batnpton, 
28. Eda | 
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.commotions of laſt century, and marks of yiolence are now to be 
ſeen on many of the old parchments. In the year 1784 the church- 
| warden examined and ſorted the writings, and placed them in a 
1 caſing of ſeparate departments within the cheſt. 

Near the weſt end of the ſouth aiſle is the baptiſmal font. Un- 
der the gallery, at the weſt end of the middle aifle, was the ſeat for | 
excommunicated perſons, in the days of church rigour ; and nearer 
than this ſtation they dared not approach the ſanctum lanctorum of 
| prieſts, 45 | | | 
| 3 | | This 
| | 1 Inſcriptions on tombs and monuments in the church-yard : | 

On an old tomb, belonging now to the Beſly family Here lyeth the body of Mr. 
John Goddard, ſome time Mayor of this corporation, who departed this life the 27th of 


Auguſt, 1663. The remaining inſcriptions on it are not legible. 

On a marble againſt the chancel—As the lightning cometh out of the Eaſt and ſhineth 
even to the Weſt, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man be.—Peter Newte, an un- 
worthy ſon of the right worthy Richard Newte, dyed June 15, 1720. 

Joan Carrington, dyed, under the bleſſing of the covenant, a very humble ſoul, the 
26th of February, 1656. 

On the north ſide of a pyramidical marble pillar— Martin Dunsford, of Tiverton, 
ſerge- maker; a truly wiſe and ſincerely good man; died October 30, 1753; aged 52, 
| | | Reader, his mouldering remains beneath bid thee remember thy own diſſolution; 
| apply therefore thy heart to wiſdom, and learn the important, the eternal truth, which 
{ he often inculcated—that wiſdom and virtue lead to peace and permanent happineſs ; 
| vice and folly to preſent and future miſery. M. D. 1983. | 
On the eaſt fide of it, under a Latin inſcription, to the memory of other relatives— 

Floret amabiliter juſtorum fama perennis, 
| Turpiter at vitii nomen inane perit. 
Liberall tranſlated by one of the boys of Blundell's ſchool : 
| On Fame's eternal pinions borne, 
Virtue's effulgent ray 
| Shines uneclips'd ; and, as it flies, 
| With light illumes the day. 
| | But Vice, obſcur'd by ſable night, | 8 
| | In dark oblivion lies ; 
| And from its utmoſt baſis torn, 


It withers, droops, and dies. Pearſe. | 
: / A coſtly 
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This 4 church, or at leaſt part of it, is ſaid to have been: firſt 
built in the year 1073; conſecrated by Leofricus, firſt Biſhop of 


A coſily tomb, to the memory of George Thorne, an eminent merchant of _ 
towne, and family. Annis 1659 and 1722. 

On another—Hic jacet Gulielmus Daddo, A. M. in agro Cornubienſis natus, Collegis 
Baliolenſis in Oxonia, quondam Socius Scholz Blundellinze Tivertonienſis, hiperdidas 


culus, cui per 17 annos, preſuit dignitate ſumma, &c. Obiit 5 Aug. 1765; ztatis 


ſuæ 58. 

On another coſtly tomb Here lyeth the body of Thomas Enchmarch, of this town, 
merchant, who departed this life the 2oth July, 1735; #tatis 64. —Hic jacet Eximis 
natus, cum patre ſepultus præditus, ingenio mente probatus pil—and feveral inſcriptions 


in memory of others of his family. 
On a plain tomb, a Latin inſcription to the memory of John Vyvyan, A. M. 
Anno 1734. 


On auother plain tomb Here lyeth the body of Speccott Long Sweet, ſecond ſon of 
Mr, Sweet, attorney-at-law, of this town ; a youth of irreproachable manners, a duti- 
ful child, and an affectionate brother; who died September, 1775, aged 19, of a ſeem- 
ingly ſlight wound in the foot, cauſed by the prick of a nail. —Learn, reader, hence, 
whoever thou art, by how uncertain and precarious a tenure thou holdeſt a life, at the 
_ Cloſe of which, whether well or ill ſpent, thy future ſtate of endleſs happineſs or mifery 

commences. | ö | 

On an upright ſtone—Beneath lye the remains of Manly Dunſcombe, of Tiverton, 
ſerge-maker, who died 16th December, 1784; aged 76. His chief aim was, to approve 
himſelf the true ſervant of God, and faithful diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. In memory of a 
character ſo worthy of imitation, this ſtone was raiſed, 1786. 

On a plain tomb—Mary Elizabeth Cowley, died on Saturday, November 18, 178g ; 
aged near 17. 

On a marble, near the little door of the church—Mary Elizabeth Cowley. To per- 
petuate thy memory a little longer, this fragile ſtone is raiſed to thee by thy mother, 
whoſe thoughts are ever on thee, whoſe ſpirit reſts upon thy grave. On the ſame mar- 
ble ſhe records the lines which thy lips uſed fo gracefully to pour out; ſhe records them 
becauſe they were prophetic of thy reſting place, ard becauſe poetry, fo dear to thee, 
may be breath'd over thy duſt, by the voices which ſooch'd thee when that duſt was 
life. She died in Tiverton ſuddenly, ſoon after her return from France, and as ſhe 
was preparing for a voyage to her father in the Faſt-Indies, 1789. 


149 See Part IV. anno 1073. K 
L.xeter, 
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Exeter, the ſame year, being the '5® laſt of his life, and dedicated 
to St. Peter. By others it is ſaid to have been dedicated to St. 
Peter ; and St. Paul; and in Liber Regis it is called the Rectory 
of St. James; in the preſent Eccleſiaſtical Liſt it is named St. 
Peter's; and at this time generally called St. Peter's only. That 
the Lords of the family of Rivers enlarged and improved this 
building is highly probable, poſſibly near to the preſent height and 
extent; though we have no record of their benefactions through 
the courſe of 192 years, the time they had poſſeſſion of this barony, 
and continued patrons of the church. Some accounts are preſerved 
of the contributions and benefactions of the Lords of the Courte- 
nay family, towards the enlargement or improvement of this 


church; and it is certain, that the buildings of the church and 
152 tower were fully carried on by them, if not by the family of 


Rivers before, to near their preſent dimenſions, before the year 


1400 ; though we have no particulars what thoſe enlargements or 
improvements were (except the Earls of Devonſhire's chapel, in 


the north-weſt part of the church), nor any inſcriptions to aſcer- 


tain the age of any part of the buildings prior to that period, 
Next to the Earls of Devon, Barons of Tiverton (of whom a 


conciſe hiſtory is given in Part II.), the firſt benefactor or contri- 


butor towards the building or improvement of St, Peter's church, 
that we have any account of, was. 

1369. WILLIAM '53 CoURTENAY, then Biſhop of Hereford, in 
in the year 1375 tranſlated to London, and in 1381 made Archbiſhop 


750 See Izacke's Memoria's of Exeter. 

151 See Willis's Netitia Parliamentaria, and Riſdon's Survey of Devon. 

7152 There is little reaſon to doubt, that the tower was built in the moſt early period, 
on the firſt enlargement of the church. | 


153 The fourth ſon of Hugh Courtenay, Earl of Devon, ſecond of that name. See 
Archbiſhop Parker's Antiquities, Fox's Acts and Monuments, Cleaveland, Hewett's 
Memoirs, and Norris's "Taunton Chronicle, 15th July, 1726. b 
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of Canterbury, who was famed for learning and prudence, but 
much more for his virulent proſecution of John Wickliff, the firſt 
Engliſh reformer, and his followers, the Lollards, and for procur- 
ing the firſt act of parliament againſt religious opinions, and the 
profeſſors of them, during the minority of King Richard II. He 
appears to have been a very powerful prelate, much employed in 
public affairs, and a ſturdy champion of the church. He contri- 
buted alſo largely towards other churches and monaſteries, Died 
ziſt July, 1396; and was buried near the ſhrine of Thomas à 
Becket, in Canterbury cathedral. 

1413. RicnarD „ CouRTENAY, then Biſhop of Norwich, 
and Chancellor of the univerſity of Oxford. He alſo (the Monks 


ſay) was famous for learning, like his uncle, the Archbiſhop, and 
for proſecuting the diſciples of Wickliff. Was much concerned 


in ſtate affairs, and employed by King Henry V. in the embaſſy 
ſent to demand the kingdom of France. He attended the King 
afterwards in his expedition thither. Died {ſuppoſed of the ſtench 
from dead carcaſes) at the ſiege of Harfleur, in Normandy, 18th 
September, 1415; and was buried in Weſtminſter-abbey. 

1479. PETER '55 CouRTENAY, then Biſhop of Exon, ſon of 
Sir Philip Courtenay, of Powderham. He was engaged in the 
cauſe of the Earl of Richmond againſt King Richard III. and after 
the death of the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl's adherent, and 
the diſperſion of his party, fled into Britanny, under protection of 
the Earl of Richmond: whilſt there, he was indicted, at 'Tor- 
rington, with Sir Edward Courtenay, afterwards Earl of Devon, 


15+ Son of Sir Philip Courtenay, of Powderham, fifth ſon of Hugh, ſecond Earl of 


Devon. See Fuller's Church Hiſtory, Cleaveland, Wood's Antiquities, e $ Ao, | 


Hewet:'s Memoirs. 


155 See Vowell's Hiſtory of Exon, Cleaveland, Wood's Antiquities, Izacke's Me- 


morials of Exeter, Jewett's Memoirs, Taunton Chronicle, 
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and 500 others, for high treaſon, and outlawed. After the battle 
of Boſworth- field, in which he was engaged, and the death of King 
Richard III. he was tranſlated, in the year 1486, to the ſee of 
Wincheſter, and continned in great credit and favour with King 
Henry VII. He died z0th Deeember, 1491; and is ſuppoſed to 
have been '55 buried in Powderham church, under a large ſtone, on 
which is the image of a biſhop, with his mitre of braſs inlaid. 
He built the north tower of Exeter cathedral ; and gave the great 
bell, weighing 12,500 * which, after his name, is called 


Peter's Bell. 


1523. Joann 5 Vorsty, alias HARMAN, LL. D. Biſhop of 
Exon, and native of Tiverton, enjoyed much of the favour of King 


| Henry VIII. was Dean of his chapel. and ſent by him on ſeveral. 


embaſſies to foreign courts : he was alfo Lord Prefident of Wales; 


end, on account of his learning, appointed tutor to the Princeſs. 
Mary, then the King's only child. He is ſaid to have been a 
friend to men of learning ; greatly promoted and encouraged the. 
woollen manufacture of kerſies, and was eſteemed a generous and. 


liberal man. Suppoſing that biſhoprics would be ſeized, as the 


monaſteries had been, he ſold the farms on long leaſes, for annui- 


ties for his life; pulled down the houſes alſo belonging to the bi- 
thopric, and ſold the rich goods in them, which greatly reduced 
the temporalities of this dioceſe. He was diſplaced, or reſigned 
his ſee, in the year 1549, the reign of Edward VI. for refufing to 
admit the new liturgy and ſervice; but was reſtored by Queen. 


Mary. Died in the year 1555; and was buried in. the church of 
Sutton Coleſhill, in Warwickſhire. | 


156 Tzacke ſays, he was buried in the cathedral church of Wincheſter, 


157 Britannia Antiqua, Vowell, Hewett's et Norris's Chronicle, and Lacke 8 


Memorials. 


1524. 
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1524. Joux '5* SELLAKE, merchant, of Tiverton ; of whom 
we know little more than his name, nor any thing further of his 
benefactions. It appears that ſeveral of the name of Sellake were 
employed in the woollen trade in Tiverton early in the ſixteenth 


century. The name of William Sellake remains inſcribed upon a. 
ſtone in the floor of the ſouth aiſle of this church, anno 1534; and 


ſome of this name were lately living in Tiverton, 


1517 to 1529. Joux s GRENWAYE, merchant, of Tiverton, 
was a very conſiderable benefactor to this church. The whole 


fouth aiſle and ſouth front wall were rebuilt and enlarged by him: 


the elegant chapel alſo bearing his name, and the fine Gothic 
ſkreen that ſeparates the chancel from the body of the church. 
Tradition tells us, he propoſed taking down the tower, and building 
one more curious and magnificent ; but was prevented by the fears 
ef the people that he could not complete the work. For other 


anecdotes of this bountiful man, ſee Part V. under Alms-houſe, in | 


Gold-ſtreet. | 
1553. JonN 1 ColEMAN, merchant, of Tiverton, ſuppoſed 
to have been the anceſtor of the family of this name that lived at 


Gornhay, is ſaid to have given the produce of ſome houſes and 


fields to ſeveral prieſts to pray continually for his ſoul, to find one 
yearly to ſing maſs in the church, and to provide the church with 
lamps and other lights, and towards the conſtant neceſſary repair 


158 See Hewett's Memoirs, rnd Norris's Taunton Chronicle, 15th July, 1726. 


739 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 3, Prince's Worthies of Devon, Willis's - 


Notitia Parliamentaria, Riſdon's Survey, Hewett and ama Memoirs, and Nofcis's 
Taunton Chronicle, 15th July 1726. 


160 See Hewett's Memoirs, Norris's Taunton Chronicle, 1 5th July, 1726, and mo- 
aumental infcription in the middle aiſle of St. Peter's church, and Part III. Liſt of Do- 
nations, No. 3, 

3.C- of 


| } 

iq 

y 
| 
| 

| 

| 

g 


gm. 


— P nr . —— + 4 
1 * 
oy 1 


326 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


of the building. It is highly probable, that moſt of thoſe lands 
and houſes became private property ſoon after the Reformation, as 
we have no account of any other than thoſe deſcribed in Part III. 
Liſt df Donations, No. 3, perhaps part of Mr. Coleman's gift, tho 
ſuppoſed there to have been all given by John Grenwaye, the pro- 
fits of which are now appropriated towards the repair of this 
church. It appears by his monumental inſcription, that Mr. 
Coleman died this year, and was buried in the middle aiſle of the 
church. 

1609. RoßRRT. 1 ComyvN, alias CnitcotT, a conſiderable 
clothier of Tiverton, gave ten pounds a year for ever towards the 
ornamenting or repairing of St, Peter's church, at the diſcretion 
of his truſtees. For other anecdotes of Mr. Chilcott, ſee Part V. 
Free Engliſh School, in Peter-ſtreet. , 

1613. GEORGE e SLEE, merchant, of Tiverton, e 
ten pounds towards the ſupport of the pariſh church and church- 
yard of Tiverton. For other anecdotes of this perſon, y Part £ 
Alms-houſe, in Peter- ſtreet. 


Bisgrapbical Anecdotes of ſome of the Miniſters of this Church. 


| NicuoLas ie MgRcCER, inducted into the rectory or portion of 
Pitt 19th June, 1593, was eſteemed a very pious and good man. 
The dreadful fire of 1598 was attributed, in the language of thoſe 
times, as a judgment from God upon the inhabitants of Tiverton, 
for their many vices and careleſs inattentioa to the precepts of 


261 See Prince's Worthies, Hewett, Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 15. 


162 See Weſtcote's MS. in Britiſh Muſeum, his tomb in the north aiſle of St. 
Peter's church, and Hewett's Memoirs. 


763 Pariſh Regiſter, Lamentable Cry from the Weſt, Riſdon's Survey of Devon. 
piary 
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piety and virtue inculcated by this their worthy miniſter. He died 
in the year 1597, and was buried in the chancel of this church. 
GEORGE „ Pierce, A.M. was born at Richmond, in Surrey, 
about the year 1600. His father was keeper of the wardrobe 
of Queen Elizabeth, King James I. and Charles J. He was 
bred at Eton ſchool; and from thence, in 1622, elected to a fel- 
lowſhip in King's College, Cambridge, and inducted to the rectory 
or portion of Pitt, in Tiverton, iſt March, 1635. He was ex- 
pelled by the committee for the county of Devon for diſaffec- 
tion to the parliament, in the year 1646. His temporal eſtate, 
of about 8ol. a year, in London, was alſo ſeized, and put under 
ſequeſtration. After his expulſion, it is ſaid, his perſon and fa- 
mily ſuffered many indignities, and were cruelly treated: his houſe 
was plundered ſeveral times ; his wife and children turned out of 
their beds, and every thing taken from them, except their cloaths : 
his perſon was frequently ſeized, and hurried about with the army; 
his wife obliged to walk on foot after to ſolicit his releaſe; and his 
fix children diſperſed far aſunder, and forced to live upon common 
charity. Some time after Mr. Pierce was preſented to a living in 
Kent, from whence he was ſoon diſpoſſeſſed by Major General 
Harriſon. He obtained another in Hertfordſhire ; and at length 
the vicarage of Coddington, in Bedfordſhire, worth about Sol. a 
year, where he continued 'till the Reſtoration, and then returned to 
Tiverton, there he lived in the regular diſcharge of the duties of 
his office, it is ſuppoſed, till the year 1679. He is aid to have 


been a man of great aſſiduity, e and ſober, and beneficent. 


to the poor. 


164 Walker on the Sufferings of the Epiſcopal Clergy, Pariſh Regiſter: | 
'The employment of perſecution by any paity muſt ariſe from other motives than an 
partial love of truth, and due attentive. regard to the pure and amiable religion of thz 


goſpel. | 
30 2. . RICHARD 
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RicnaRD 168 NEwTE, A. M. third ſon of 6 Henry Newte, 
of Tiverton, Gent, was born at Tiverton in 161 2, and bred at Mr. 
Blundell's ſchool *ti)l he was fixteen years old, when he was ſent 
to the univerſity of Oxford, and admitted member of Exeter Col- 
lege, made B. A. and Fellow of that houſe. After taking the 
degree of A. M. in 1636, he commenced tutor, and became emi- 
nent in his college, having many young gentlemen of the weſtern 
counties for his pupils. He was conſtant reader of an Hebrew 
lecture ſeveral years, and ſaid to be well acquainted with other 
Eaſtern languages,' the French and Italian, and academical learning 
in general. He was inducted to the rectory or portion of Tid- 
.combe, in Tiverton, 25th September, 1641; afterwards, 28th 
October, in the ſame year, to the rectory or portion of Clare, 
Soon after the commencement of the civil wars he retreated into 
Holland, from thence to Flanders, afterwards to France, in which 
country he was well received, tho' frequently engaged in controver- 
fies with the Romiſh prieſts, in defence of the Proteſtant epiſcopal 
church : from France he went thro' Switzeriand to Italy, but not 
into Rome, from the fear of ſubjecting un t the reſentment 
of thoſe he had debated with in Francc, whom he accidentally per- 


765 Pariſh Regiſter, Walker's Sufferings of -the Epiſcopal Clergy, Palmer's Non- 
conformiſt's Memorial, and Prince's Worthies of Devon. Mr. Prince correſponded 
with his ſon, John Newte, who probably furniſhed him with ſome of theſe anecdotes. 
The preſent Rector of Tidcombe, Rev. John Newte, favoured me with a fight of one 
of Mr. Prince's original letters of enquiry for anecdotes of eminent men in the vicinity 
of Tiverton, particularly of Peter Blundell, founder of the grammar ſchool. 

I beg leave to acknowledge in this note the many other communications received from 
Mr. and Mrs. Newte, and the obliging offer of books or manuſcripts in their poſ- 
ſeſſion, that might afford me any aſſiſtance in compiling theſe Hiſtorical Memoirs, 


266 The etymology of this name is ſaid to be of Daniſh origin, from Canute, or 
Cnute. 


ceived 
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ceived to paſs by him on the road towards that city. From Italy 
hereturned in a ſhip to Topſham, in the year 1646, where, on en- 
quiry, he found the devaſtations of the war had ruined his par- 
fonage-houſe, and greatly injured his lands; that the ſweating 
ſickneſs had deſolated the town, and was not yet,wholly removed; 
notwithſtanding which he came to Tiverton, preached at firſt in 
the church, and afterwards, at the requeſt of the people, in a field, 
prepared for that purpoſe, to avoid infection, which much endeared 
him to the people. 

Soon after he was examined by the 167 tryers, and expelled by the 
committee from his regtories, for preaching what the predominant 
party called falſe doctrine. In the laſt ſermon he preached before 
his expulſion, Mr. Newte remarked, with ſpirit, that his doctrine 
was good, but had the misfortune to fall among thorns. He af- 
terwards met with many difficulties and troubles from the perſe- 
cuting ſpirit of the reiguing party, har taſſed with journies, and ten 
or twelve ſoldiers billeted upon him at a time, on free quarter. 
His wife and children allo (it is faid) ſuffered many indignities 
and hardſhips. Amidſt his ſufferings he ftill endeavoured to in- 
ſtruct the people, by reading the book of Common Prayer ſomewhat 
differently modified, to avoid offence, and preaching at Tidcombe, 

and in the fields. He went afterwards to Ottery St. Mary, and 
preached a lecture on week days; but from this lectureſhip was 
diſmiſſed at the end of a year. Colonel Baſſett then took him un- 


der his protection, and preſented him to the pariſh of Heanton, 


near Barnſtaple, in the year 1656, where, it is ſaid, he was beloved 
and reſpected, and continued undiſturbed 'till the reſtoration of 
King Charles II. in 1660, when he was reinſtated to his rectories 


167 Perſons appointed by the new government to judge of the qualifications of 
preachers, their ſpiritual powers, moral characters, and diſpoſitions towards the g- 


vernment. 
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in Tiverton, rebuilt his parſonage-houſe at Tidcombe, which had 
been demoliſhed, and regularly diſcharged his duties in the church, 
but lived rather retired, a ſituation. he preferred to any other. Mr. 
Newte had been Chaplain to the Earl of Briſtol, in 1641. In 1669 


deanery of Saliſbury, and afterwards that of Exeter ;. both which 
he refuſed: In 1666 he was appointed Chaplain in Ordinary to the 
King; but excuſed from perſonal attendance on account of his. 
great diſtance from court, his being afflicted with the gout, and 
loving retirement. 

Mr. Newte was eſteemed an accompliſhed gentleman, : a | good 
ſcholar, and a polite divine. He died of the gout 1oth Auguſt, 
1678, in the 66th year of his age; and was buried in the chancel! 
of the pariſh church, where is a coſtly monument erected to his 
memory. 

Jon 63 Carsvr, was appointed, under the government of the 
Commonwealth (after the death of Lewis Stuckley, who was here 
hut a ſhort time), to ſucceed. George Pierce in the rectory of 
Pitt; and after the expulſion of Richard Newte, to receive the 
produce of the portions of Tidcombe and Clare. He was bred at 
Oxford, and came to this town from Enfield, in Middleſex, 
where he kept a boarding-ſchool, and preached occaſionally. He 
is ſaid to have been a lively florid preacher, and of a courteous 
obliging temper, though otherwiſe repreſented. by the opponent 
party, He continued here fourteen years; and enjoyed, it is 
ſuppoſed, all the profits of the reQories of Pitt, Clare, and Tid- 
combe, till the year 1654. He was ejected from the portion of 
Pitt at the Reſtoration, in 1660; but to what. place he retreated, 


368 PFimer's Non- eonformiſt's Memorial, Walker's Sufferings of the Epiſcopal 
Clergy. | 
; or. 
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or when he died, we have no authentic account. He wrote ſeveral 
pieces The Almoſt Chriſtian; A Word to Iſrael in the Wilder- 
neſs; Seaſonable Thoughts of Divine Providence; and, A Poem 
before Dr. Teate's Poems on the Trinity. 

TnEoPHILUS % PoLwHEIL, A. M. was appointed, under the 
Protectrate, in 1654, to the rectories of Tidcombe and Clare, in 
Tiverton; in which ſtation he continued *till. the Reſtoration, in 
1660, when he was ejected. For other anecdotes of Mr, Polwheil, 
ſee Part V. Meeting-houſe, in Peter- ſtreet. 

Jonn v0 NEW TE, A. M. fon of Mr. Richard Newte, was born 
in the year 1656, educated at Blundell's ſchool, and ſome time 
Fellow of Baliol College, Oxford: he was inducted to the rectory 
or portion of Tidcombe the 15th of February, 1679 ; and to the 
rectory or portion of Pitt the 11th of March, 1680; and member 
of convocation for the clergy of this dioceſe three years. In the 
courſe of his miniſtry he is repreſented to have been very attentive 
to the faithful diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation. The public 
ſervice of Cove chapel appears to have been well directed under his 


care; and the Regiſter of it, begun by him in the year 1700, is a 


proof of his love of order and regularity. - He had vi imbibed the 
political principles of paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance, with 
which he was reproached after the Revolution in 1688. Mr. 
Newte was much attached to the intereſt of the Church of Eng- 


land, and affiduous in promoting the principles of it in the minds. 


* 


— 


. 269 Palmer's Non - conformiſt's Memorial, and Walker's 3 of the Epiſcopal 
Clergy. | 6, * : {4 


170 See Pariſh Regiſter, and his monument in St. Peter's church, 


* 271 I have ſeen an original MS. ſermon of his, preached in 1685, at a time when 
a detachment of. the Duke of Monmouth's army was hourly expected at Tivefton, 
which ſtrongly inculcated theſe principles. 
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of the riſing generation, by his preaching and many 7 benefac. 
tions. In the year 1714 he laid the foundation of St. George's 
chapel, to the building of which he largely contributed. He cer- 
tainly poſſeſſed great influence in the pariſh; and is ſaid to have 
been much eſteemed as a generous hoſpitable man, and friend to 
piety and virtue. He is ſaid alſo to have borne the pains of a 
lingering ſickneſs with great patience: died 7th March, 1716, 
aged 60 years; and was buried in the chancel of St. Peter's church, 
where is a noble monument raiſed to his memory. 

TRISTRAM s WHIT TER, LL. B. was born at Exeter in the 
year 1712, and bred at Taunton ſchool, under the noted Mr. 
Upton : from thence he went to Baliol College, Oxford ; and was. 
inducted to the rectory or portion of Pitt in the year 1742. 
Throughout the courſe of his miniſtry he diſcharged his official 
duties with remarkable punctuality; by a meek inoffenſive con- 
duct and charitable diſpoſition he ſecured the eſteem of all ſects and 
parties in Tiverton, and gained univerſal confidence by Ready 
integrity. He was alſo diſtinguiſhed. by an unaffected ſimplicity 
of manners; and few men in the private walks of life have been 


more reſpected and beloved. Mr. Whitter was ſatisfied with a very 


moderate aſſeſſment and compoſition for his tythes, and liberally 


relieved the indigent without oſtentation. His firſt wife was Cathe- 


rine, daughter of Thomas. Acland, Rector of South Brent, &c. 


ſon of Sir Hugh Acland, of,Killerton, by whom he left two ſons. 


His ſecond wife is ſtill living. He died 2d November, 1776, 
aged 64 years; and was buried in St. George's chapel-yard, where 
is a plain ſtone, with a juſt inſcription, raiſed to his memory by 
his two ſons. 


172 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 72. 


173 Pariſh Regiſter, verbal teſtimony, monument in St. George's chapel- yard. 
| | THE 
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THE PRESENT MINISTERS ARE— 

The Rev. Henry Land, A. M. Rector of Clare, inducted " 
1761. 

77 he Rev. Gilman Wall, A. M. Rector of Pitt, inducted 1777. 

The Rev. John Newte, A. M. Rector of Tidcombe, inducted 
zoth October, 1782. 

The Rev. Richard Keats, A. M. Curate of Prior's, appointed 
in 1789. 

Theſe miniſters, or curates appointed by them, officiate in St. 
Peter's church, in weekly rotation, receiving the perquiſites ariſing 
in that week, and ſerve at St. George's chapel the following Sun- 
day. The produce of the tythes belonging to each diviſion is de- 
ſcribed at the cloſe of the account of each quarter or r portion in 


Part V. 
THE PRESENT OFFICIATING CURATES ARE 


Rev. John Pittman, at both churches, for the en, of Pitt 
and Tidcombe. 

Rev. Henry Land, Rector of Clare, 1 two POT EL a month at 
Cove, for the portion of Pitt. 

Rev. William Walker, one Sunday a month at Cove chapel, for 
the portion of Pitt. 

The doctrines of this church are expreſſed in the Thirty-nine 
Articles of 174 Religion, generally prefixed to the book of Common 

Prayer; 


- 374 It hath been much regretted by many reſpectable * characters of this church, for 
the honour and intereſt of it, that no reviſal of the Adele Oreeds, and Service, hath 
* ä taken 


v Among the many reſpectable members of the Church of England, in paſt and modern times, that 
have judged a candid'review fit and even neceſſary, and recommended ſuch to preſerve and promote the 
dignity and honour of this church, are, the revered names of Sancroft, Tillotſon, Tenniſon, Wake, 
Burnet, Stillingfleet, Chillingworth, Clarke, Hoadly, Gibſon, and ſome living characters, all of whom. 
have been bright ornaments of this community of Chriſtians. 
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Prayer ; to the unequivocal belief of which, according to their 
plain literal meaning, the officiating miniſters of every rank in this 
church muſt ſubſcribe. The public profeſſions of faith of the 
members of the Church of England may be ſeen in the ſeveral 
creeds appointed to be read at ſtated times ; as alſo the rites, cere- 
monies, and forms of divine ſervice in the Liturgy, and other parts 
of the ſame book of Common Prayer, appointed to be read in 
churches, and eſtabliſhed by the authority of government. 


ALMS-HOUSES in GOLD-STREET. 
THESE, generally called the Eaſtern Alms-houſes, on the 


ſouth ſide of Gold- ſtreet, are not pleaſantly ſituated in 17s front 


towards the North, but have a fine open aſpect behind towards 
the South, with large gardens, terminated by the river Lowman, 


and a pleaſant gravel walk in the middle through them, from the 


taken place ſince the date of the Act of Uniformity, in the year 1661, a time of feuds 
and animoſities, when the various religious ſets were ſtrongly attached to their peculiar 
principles, when the prejudices of every party were high, and when it was conſequently 
more difficult to form a religious ſervice for general uſe from cool diſpaſſionate enquiry. 
They ſay that ſeven or eight reviſals had been made from the time of the Reformation, 
or firſt eſtabliſhment of this church, to the above-mentioned period, at different times, 
as light and knowledge gradually advanced, as men continued to emerge from that 
darkneſs, out of which the firſt compilers had but lately crept ; and that for like reaſons 
further reviſals are proper and neceſſary, and the beſt means gradually to unite in one 
common ſervice all the differing ſets and parties of Proteſtants—the beſt for attaining 
the purity and ſimplicity of divine worſhip, which characteriſed the firſt ages of the 
Chriſtian church. And that none of the members of the Church of England may be 
Naggered at the idea of innovation, even the ſmalleſt in religious concerns, let them read 
the preface to every Common Prayer book, where they will find this principle plainly 
inculcated. Nh 


175 The front of theſe poor houſes meaſures about 39 feet in length. 
| houſes 
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houſes to the river, for the poor inhabitants. They are now nine 
ſingle rooms, three on each floor, for nine poor and aged men, who 
are paid weekly three ſhillings each, and ſome ſurplus at the cloſe 
of the year for linen, or other neceſſary raiment, by the Church- 
warden for the town, the only acting truſtee, who diſpoſes of the 
charity as vacancies occur at his own diſcretion, conformably to 
the 215 donor's will. 

The front of the gallery before the houſes, which ſhelters the 
dwellings, and ſerves for walking exerciſe in bad weather, was 
newly built of brick after the fire in 1731, with an arch before 
each door-way, and a new ſlated roof; but the walls of the dwel- 
lings appear to be the ſame ſtone 1 buildings erected by Mr. John 
Grenwaye, about the year 15r7; as alſo the chapel adjoining, 
which, though damaged by the above-mentioned fire, wears ſtill 
many marks of that antiquity, which s fpeak the end and deſign of 
the 


276 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 3, and Copy of Mr. Grenwaye's Will in 
the Folio Book of Record, kept in the library of St. Peter's church. 


177 In the middle gallery are two ſtone ſtatues againſt the wall; one repreſenting St. 
Peter, with this inſcription—O St. Peter pray for us; the other St. Paul, At the eafk 
end of the front wall is a ſtatue, whether of a prieſt with the conſecrated wafers, 
Jeſus Chriſt diſpenſing bread from Heaven, or an idolatrous repreſentation of the Su 
preme Being, is uncertain. 


_ 278 The chapel is 14 feet ſquare, and 17 feet high. On the eaſt fide the door, in 
front, are the arms of England; on the weſt fide, the Courtenay arms, quartered with 
the arms of England. On the walls. of the chapel without are ſeveral mutilated. 
inſcriptions of —Remember the poor; Pray for the ſouls of John and Jone ; Pray for 
the ſouls of John and Jone Grenwaye, founders of this place, &c. Some others are 
covered with plaiſter, or corroded by time, and not perfectly legible ; but appear to 
be of the ſame import with the above. Groupes of ſaints and angels, figures of 
animals, &c. are carved in ſtone about the chapel. Within are remains of another 
ſuch inſcription. Many ſuitable ſcripture ſentences on the walls, inſcribed in 1783. 
Sketches of Moſes aud Aaron reſtored, with the. tables of the commandments newly 
3D 2 inſcribed, 
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the building. At firſt this beneficial charity was intended for five 
poor '79 men only, who were each to have two rooms, a garden, 
and eight-pence weekly, to attend the chapel, and pray for the 
ſouls of the donors, and all Chriſtian people. Some years after 
Mr. Grenwaye's death, by the increaſe of the value of the lands 
and conſequent improvements, fix poor men were maintained by 
it; and, upon the Reformation taking place, about the year 1 549, 
the common prayer of the preſent eſtabliſhed church was appointed 
to be read in the chapel daily by one of the poor men, inſtead of the 
Romiſh miſſal and ſervice. The ſtill increafing produce enabled 
the truſtees ſome years afterwards to ſupport nine poor men ; and, 
by degrees, a great number out of the houſes, with the ſame 
weekly pay : this was thought a perverſion of the charity ; the 
produce of the lands was therefore confined to the inhabitants only, 
to the repair of theſe buildings, and the elegant chapel in St. Pe- 
ter's church, and advancing in value, enabled the truſt finally 
to afford the preſent weekly pay, and other advantages. The de- 
ſtructive 180 fire in 1731 obliged the truſt to borrow money to re- 
build the houſes, which conſumed the whole produce ſome years. 
When the new houſes were firſt inhabited the poor men had ſome 
pay, which was gradually increaſed as the debt leſſened; and when 
finally diſcharged, raiſed again to the preſent ſtate. In the years 
1783 and 1784 the ſurplus enabled the Churchwarden to floor the 
loweſt dwellings, new model the gardens, ornament the chapel, 
put a new bell in the neat ſtone turret over it, and purchaſe Dr. 
Tillotſon's ſermons, to be read by one of the poor men in part of 


inſcribed, behind the reader's deſk, which is raiſed againſt the eaſt wall, There are 
convenient ſeats alſo for the alms-men and their families in the chapel. 


179 See Copy of Mr. Grenwaye's Will, in Pariſh Vellum Book of Record. 


do dee, in Part IV. date 1731, an account of the terrible effects of the fire. 


the 
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the ſervice of the chapel, A further ſurplus hath enabled the 
Churchwarden for 1790 to dig a well, and place a pump in the 
court, to the great convenience of the inhabitants, If due atten- 
tion is paid to the intereſts of the charity in future, it is probable 
the beneficial effects of this valuable donation may hereafter be in- 
creaſed to the nine inhabitants, or the ſame extended to a greater 
number in additional houſes, and the benevolent end of the re- 
ſpectable donor more and more promoted. 

Joux is GRENWAYE, merchant, was born in Tiverton, of pa- 
rents in a very low ſtation, about the year 1460, as ſuppoſed: he 
lived therefore at a time when the woollen manufacture was in its 
infancy, and conſequently afforded greater proportionate profits: 
by his care and diligence in this employ, he acquired, in a ſhort 
time, conſiderable ſubſtance, which enabled him to extend his trade, 
as a merchant, to Spain, and afterwards to Ireland. His chief bu- 
ſineſs was the importing large quantities of wool, and ſelling it to 
the clothiers of Tiverton, and probably exporting ſome of their 
woollen manufactures : by this trade, in the courſe of a few years, 
he became very rich; and having no deſcendants, employed great 


181 See Blundell's Memoirs, Prince's Worthies of Devon, Copy of Mr. Grenwaye's 
Will, Deſcriptions of the Alms-houſes in Gold- ſtreet, St. Peter's Church, and Chapel 
in front, with the ſeveral inſcriptions in the note annexed. 

Mr. Grenwaye is ſuppoſed to have lived about the middle of the welt fide of Peter- 
ſtreet, in the houſe now inhabited by Thomas Bidgood, or in that ſituation. There 
are now to be ſeen in the courts behind this houſe ſhapes of anchors, &c. ſymbols of 
commerce, deſcribed by white pebbles in the common pavement. Some of this name 
are living at preſent in Tiverton ; but whether their anceſtors had any affinity with this 
perſon is uncertain. | 

Tradition gives us a dream of Mr. Grenwaye's, that led him to the diſcovery of ſome 
hid treaſure, which was the foundation of his wealth ; but ſuch ſtories (to encourage 
an improper reliance on dreams and fancy) have been frequently rold of men, whoſe 
induſtry and frugality, with ſome peculiar attendant circumſtances of their ſituation, 
have raiſed them in the world, 


part 


— 
. : e — — . —_ — = _ - \ m = 
— = P 4 os * — = 4 - 
; — — - * * == 6--- — 2 — 
| _ — * * — - 
. . ˙ 7 O_o A * g * * ET... — _ * K - - 
* 
. 


| * 


338 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


part of his wealth, during life, for the benefit of the poor and pub. 
lic; and left, it is thought, all his eſtates at his death to perpe. 
tuate the bleſſings of his beneficence. He founded the alms-houſes 
above deſcribed ; took down and re-built the ſouth aiſle and wall 
of St. Peter's church, and ereQed a large curiouſly carved porch, 
in front. He built a rich ſkreen between the chancel and middle 
aiſle ; and provided for lights to be conſtantly burning upon the 
high altar, obiits and other maſſes to be ſung. In the front of the 
chnrch he built a magnificent chapel, with a large and coſtly 
vault, and lived twelve years after the completion of all theſe 
works: himſelf and wife died in the year 1529; and were buried 
in the vault under his chapel, in the front of St. Peter's church. 
Mr. Grenwaye appears, in his general conduct through life, to 
have been a worthy member of ſociety ;, frugal and induſtrious in 
the carly part of life, animated in the beneficial purſuit of trade 
and commerce ; generous. and bountiful in age. By ſome of his 
inſcriptions, and the tenor of his will, he feems to have been 
ſtrongly impreſſed with dread of a future ſtate of Purgatory, the 
profitable ſhop of the Romiſh prieſthood ; and to have been in- 
fluenced by the hope of eſcaping the fabricated horrors of that 
place, and of winning Heaven, to beſtow, for the purpoſes de- 
fcribed, his well-carn'd fortune, like many others in thoſe ſuper- 
ſtitious times. By others of his inſcriptions he appears to have 
had juſt notions of human life, and to have been actuated in his 
public benefactions by genuine piety, and diſintereſted benevolence. 


ALMS-HOUSES o WILLBROOKE-ROAD, 


THESE, commonly called the Weſtern Alms-houſes, on the 
ſouth fide of Willbrooke-road, are pleaſantly fituated, and wear at 
preſent 
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preſent a venerable i appearance. They are eight ſingle rooms, 
four on each floor, for eight poor aged **3 men, ſtrongly built of 
hard ſtone; the windows and door-ways, with the faſhionable arch 
of the times, of hewn ſtone. , Galleries, ſomewhat ſimilar to 
thoſe of the Eaſtern Alms-houſes, are before the door-ways, and 
the form of the dwellings alſo much alike. The founder, John 
Waldron, ſeems to have had the plan of theſe in view, but to build 
them of larger dimenſions. The front of the houſes towards the 
North is 50 feet long, beſides a ſtrong ſtone wall at each end, to the 
extent of the gardens, which are ſpacious and pleaſant, behind the 
dwellings. Contiguous to the weſt end of the houſes is a well built 
chapel, 15 feet in length, 131 feet wide, and 224 feet high; on the 
top a good ſtone turret, with a bell-to call the alms-men to daily 
prayers. The three windows of this chapel are curiouſly carved in 
the Gothic ſtile ; as are alſo the walls and s porch without: the 
door-way of this ſtrong porch in front is a good ſtone pointed 
Gothic arch. On the walls within are ſome ſcripture ſentences, 
inſcribed in old characters, and the Queen's arms behind the read- 
ing deſk. There is a door-way alſo leading from it to the gardens. 
At the eaſt end of the houſes is a fine large yew tree, ſaid to have 
been planted by the founder. On the top of the roof over this 
end wall is a ſolid ſtone ſpire, to preſerve an uniformity with the 
turret at * weſt end. 


12 Covered with moſs, and in ſome places with large ivy. 
123 See Part III. Lift of Donations, No. 6. 
184 With arches of oak. The galleries at preſent are in bad repair. 


185 In front of the porch are the Queen's arms, well carved, and many hieroglyphical 
marks, with the letters I, W. probably uſed to diſtinguiſh his bales of woollen goods. 


Theſe _ 


and Mr. Waldron's original Deed, in the cheſt in Grenwaye's chapel. 
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Theſe buildings, as they now are, were erected in the year 1 579, 
as appears by the well preſerved **5 inſcriptions on Portland ſtone, 
under the cornice, &c. as well as by record. 

Jon s WaLDpRoN, merchant, was born in Tiverton about the 
year 1520, as ſuppoſed ; aad chiefly engaged through life in the 
buſineſs of manufacturing and exporting woollen cloths, plain and 
kerſeys, to Spain, &c. by which he acquired a good fortune for 
thoſe days; and willing to ſhew his gratitude to Providence by 


| ſome act of charity to his fellow-creatures, he directed, in his life- 


time, the building of the houſes above deſcribed, to provide for 
ſome of the many indigent poor men he complains of in the pariſh 
of Tiverton, Mr. Waldron died, before the buildings were finiſh- 
ed, on the 18th July, 1579 ; and was buried under a large tomb, 


now in being, on the ſouth fide of tha rails of the chancel of St. 
Peter's church. 


185 John Waldron and Richoard his wyfe 

Builded this houſe in tyme of their lyfe: 

At ſuch tyme as the walls were fourtyne feet hye, 

He departed this worlde, even the eightynth of July. 
Under the cornice of the chapel, continued from that of the dwellings, are theſe lines :. 

Since youth and lyfe doth pas awaye, | | 

And death at hand to end our dayes, 
Let us do ſo that men may ſaye 


We ſpent our goods, God for to prays. 


On other parts of the walls the following inſcriptions : 
He that upon the poore doth ſpend the goods that he hath here, to God agen the 
ſame doth ſend, and paye the ſame with great increaſe. 
Depart thy goods whilſt thou haſt tyme, 
For after thy death they are not thyne. 
The words © Remember the poor,” inſcribed in ſeveral places of the wall. 


287 Blundell's Memoirs. See Part V. Tombs in ſouth aiſle of St. Peter's church, 


ALMS- 
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ALMS-HOUSES in PETER-STREET. 


THESE, uſually called the:Widow's 18s Alms-houſes, are built 
much like thoſe on Willbrooke- road, fituated on the eaſt ſide of 
the ſouth end of Peter-ſtreet, where they are much expoſed to the 
weſterly winds. They are fix ſingle rooms, three on each floor, 
for ſix poor aged 39 widows or maidens: they have alſo galleries 
in front, and the lower as well as upper rooms floored with timber. 
Behind are ſmall herb gardens, but no chapel. They were built 
about the year 1613; ſince which time few alterations have 
been made, beſides common repairs; nor is there any thing about 
them particularly remarkable. | | | 

GEORGE 0 SLEE, merchant, and founder of theſe houſes, was 
born in Tiverton about the year 1550, as ſuppoſed ; and engaged 
(probably moſt part of his life) in the buſineſſes of manufacturing 
and exporting the kerſeys of Tiverton to divers places, importing 
wool, and other materials neceſſary to the manufacture, by which 
he acquired a good fortune. He appears to have been a benevolent 
charitable man, attentive to the wants and diſtreſſes of the pooreſt 
people, and deſirous of relieving or alleviating them, though he had 
a large family of his own to provide for. Beſides the above per- 
manent charity, and his bequeſt to the pariſh church of Tiverton, 
Mr. Slee ordered . | 

gol. to be diſtributed at his death to the pooreſt people of Ti- 
verton ; | | 

x00). to ten of the pooreſt honeſt laborious huſbandmen of Ti- 
verton; F 


159 About 38 feet in length. 
| . . P 
189 See Part III. Lift of Donations, No. 17. 
399 Blundell's Memoirs, | Tomb in.St. Peter's church, and ſome old manuſcripts. 
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rol. to the pariſh of Coldridge, to employ the pooreſt people 


there ; 
101, to the poor of the parſſt of Halberton ; and 

21. to the poor of Uplowman. 

He married Joan Chilcott, fiſter of Robert Chilcott, "FOO of 
the free Engliſh ſchool, and niece to Mr. Peter Blundell, founder 
of the free grammar ſchool, by whom he had two i ſons and 
three daughters that ſurvived him. Mr. Slee died the tſt of Septem- 
ber, 1613 ; and was buried on the north fide of the ſkreen of the 
chancel of St. Peter's church, under a tomb, now in being, covered 


with a noble flab of black marble, on Which! is a a deeply engraved 


inſcription. 


Taz FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


THIS noble 9: edifice, ſomewhat reſembling the colleges of 
the Univerfities, is ſituated at the eaſt end of the town, on the 
ſouth fide of the road leading to Cullumpton, near the banks of the 


' Lowman, which runs cloſe to the wall of the gardens towards the 


Weſt. It is a ſtrong ſtone building, having a durable roof of cheſ- 
nut wood, built ſimilar to that of Weſtminſter-hall, and covered 
with blue ſlate. The walls are about 3 feet thick, and 18 feet 


19: None of this name are living at preſent in Tiverton, 


192 Where flows the EEO there the dome appears, 
R Whoſe fame increaſes as increaſe its years: 
For.Wiſdom there, diſtilling on the heart, 
Unlocks each ſcience, and unfolds each art. 
This well he knew who bid the ſtructure riſe : . 
Himſelf long fince aſcended to the ſkies,— Kiddell, 


high ; 


Engraved by W Thomas, SO ZOLOFT = D Toa 
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Front View of BLUNDELL's FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL in TIVERTON Anno 704 . 
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high; and the top of the roof 36 feet from the floor. The whole 
is a regular ſtructure, about 170 feet long, and zo feet wide; di- 
vided in length into three parts; ſeparated by two paſſages, having 
two arched ſtone porches before them, each about 15 feet ſquare 
without. Three large ſtone windows are uniformly placed in the 
front of each diviſion, and one in each porch. The front of the 
whole pile towards the North is neatly caſed with yellow Purbeck 
ſtone, and exhibits an elegant and magnificent appearance. The 
eaſtern paſſage, 7 feet wide, incloſed by a ſtrong oak railing, leads 
to the uſher's apartments, and ſeparates the ſchools. On the left 
is the higher *93' ſchool, where the maſter himſelf prefides. The 
lower 94 fehool is on the right of the paſſage, and under the care 


of the uſher. Over the paſſage is a gallery, leading from the porch- 
chamber to the upper rooms of the uſher's houſe. Above the gal- 
lery, in the centre of the roof, between the ſchools, is an elegant. 
lead turret,. or cupola,. a pleafing external ornament, in which is- 
a large "95 bell for the clock, and to ſummon the boys to ſchool, 


f 


* 


193 The higher ſchool is 5 1 feet long and 24 feet wide, well floor'd with oak, having 


ſtrong ranks or forms of thick oak plank on each fide. At the upper end is a deſk for 
reading prayers, and a very large window behind it; another window on the ſouth ſide, 
and three. towards the North, in front. At the ſouth-eaſt corner is a door-way to a 
cloſet or ſtudy for the maſter. On this ſide of the gallery is the face of the clock. 
Under it, and over the door-way, carved in the timber, P. B. 1604. 


194. The lower ſchool is 48 feet long and 24 feet wide, well floored alſo with oak, and 


having two ſtrong ranks or forms of thick oak plank on each fide, At the upper end 


is a ſimilar deſk to that in the higher ſchool. Behind it in the wall is a niche, ſup- 
poſed to have been intended for a ſtatue of the founder. At the ſouth-weſt corner 
is a door-way to the maſter's apartments; one window towards the South, and three 
towards the North, in front. On this ſide the gallery, over the door-way, is alſo carved 
in timber P. B. 1604.—Both ſchools are wainſcotted ſix feet high, from the floor. 


195- The bell was firſt hung in the cupola, April, 1613. The preſent bell was placed 


there in 1787, 
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&c. The porch-way on the Wet leads to the maſter's dwelling- 
houſe, On the right is a ſpacious e dining-hall, with a large 
convenient 107 parlour at the weſt end, both together of equal di- 
menſions with one of the ſchools : over theſe are the beſt lodging- 
rooms. From the hall is a paſſage to the kitchen, and other of- 
fices contiguous; over which alſo are numerous lodging-rooms. 
Behind are large.court-yards, convenient outhouſes, a rich meadow, 
orchard, and 1s gardens. In front of the ſchools is a fine level 
quadrangular field, or green, about an acre, ſurrounded by a well- 
built ſtone wall, about ten feet high, coped with yellow Purbeck 
ſtone : within this a row of twenty-ſix 199 lime trees, planted about 
10 feet from the walls, which forms a ſhady ſummer's walk. 
Under a ſtone arch, in the centre of the front wall of the green, 
which is ſeparated from the highway by a narrow paved walk and 
wooden railing, is an elegant iron gate, painted blue, and partly 
gilt: over it, engraved on ſtone, in old characters, is the following 
inſcription This free grammar-ſchool was founded at the 
only coſt and charge of Mr. Peter Blundell, of this town, clothier, 
anno Domini 20 1604, ætatis ſuæ 81.” Above that, on a braſs 
plate, are engraved theſe curious lines— 


196 In this hall is a very large painting of the ſchool-houſe, &c. by one of the boys. 


197 In this parlour are preſerved good paintings of the maſters, Saunders, Rayner, 
Smith, Daddo, Atherton, and Keats; another of Rayner ; a leſs painting of Keats, a 
very good likeneſs ; and a ſmall print of Weſley. 


398 The whole of the premiſes, including the green, occupy a ſpace of about 4 acres. 
199 The green meaſures exactly one acre of land, within the lime trees. 


200 Few alterations have taken place fince theſe buildings were firſt erected. 
| Hoſpita 
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Hoſpita *** diſquirens Pallas Tritona ſedem, 
Eſt Blundellinz percita amore ſcholæ, 
Aſcivit ſedem placuit cupienſq. foveri, 
Hoſpes, ait, Petrus, qui mihi fautor eris. 
On each ſide of the gate within are the apartments of the porter, 
and ſheds adjoining. From the gate 1s a wide paved path to the 
centre of the green, where it branches towards the porches in form 
of the letter Y. Another paved path leads from one porch to the 
other. This green is the conſtant theatre for all the active 202 di- 
verſions: it is well adapted to the recreation neceſſary for claflic 
learning. The whole arrangement was admirably contrived by the 


ſenſible and generous *® founder to encourage the acquiſition of 
knowledge, which every ingenuous youth will remark is but the 


201 The following are liberal trauſlations by different perſons : 
Minerva, on her travels, ſought to find 
Some hoſpitable place to pleaſe her mind : 
She ſaw this ſchool - ſtruck with its ſtately dome — 
She cried, with tranſport, . This ſhall be my home,” —— Juvenis, 


When wand'ring Pallas ſought ſome ſweet retreat, 
In Blundell's ſchool at length ſhe fix'd her ſeat : 

4 Peter,” ſhe ſaid, beneath thy roof I'll reſt, 

And at thy table fit a well-pleas'd gueſt.” ——F, 


202 Here roſy Health, with ever blooming grace, ; 
Charms ev'ry heart, and brighens ev'ry face. ; 


Soon as each day the feſtive hours return, 
See how the youths with warm impatience burn; 


See how the ball flies o'er the little plain, 

Swift as Camilla, when ſhe ſcours the main ; 

By turns they run—by turns again purſue — 

A glorious conqueſt ever in their view. —— Hutton. 


203 Mr. Blundell directed the whole plan in his will, and determined the dimenſions 
of the ſeveral departments, | 
firſt 
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firſt ſtep to the attainment of wiſdom and virtue, the path to pre- 
ſent peace and durable felicity. 

PETER 2 BLUNDELL, clothier and merchant, founder of this 
ſchool, was born at "Tiverton, in the year 1520, of parents in ſuch 
low ſtation of li, that when very young he was obliged to run on 
errands, and do other little ſervices for the common carriers, to ob- 
tain neceſſary ſupport : as he grew bigger he attended. their horſes, 
and did other buſineſs in their way, as directed, with ſuch attention 
and fidelity, as gained him their love and eſteem. From this em- 
ploy, with much care, he ſaved a little money, with which he 
bought a piece of kerſey cloth, and ſent it to London by one of 
the carriers, who charged him nothing for the carriage, fold it to 
great 2% advantage, and made him a faithful return. The profits 
from this kerſey, and a few more ſavings, enabled him to-purchaſe 
others, which he ſent and ſold in like manner. From ſimilar re- 
turns in a ſhort time he bought as many kerſeys as would load one 
horſe, with which he went himſelf: to London, where he was em- 
ployed ſome time by the agents in the kerſey trade (for the manu- 
facture of which Tiverton at this time was peculiarly noted), by 
whom he was much eſteemed for his fidelity. and great aſſiduity. 

Mr. Blundell continued in London *till he had acquired a for- 
tune ſufficient to begin the manufacture of kerſeys, when he re- 
turned to Tiverton,. and eſtabliſhed that- buſineſs,. which he con- 
duced many years with great credit and ſucceſs : he alſo purchaſed 
ſome manufactured by other clothiers, and occaſionally reviſited. 


204 See Blundell's Memoirs, Prince's Worthies of Devon. Mr. Prince appears to 


have had his information reſpecting Mr. Blundelt from. the Rev. John Newte, Rector 
of Tidcombe and Pitt, with whom he correſponded upon this ſubject. See alſo the 
Copy of Mr. Blundel's Will, Hewett's Memoirs, and ſome private MSS. 


205 Tt appears, from ſeveral concurring circumſtances, that the profes of the * 
trade at this time were little leſs than cent. per cent. 


London, 


22 
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London, the market for his goods. Gradually increaſing his bu- 
ſineſs with his fortune, at length it became very extenſive, em- 
ployed great numbers of people, and was highly beneficial to all 
his trading connections, as well as to himſelf, his relations, and 
The fortune he acquired by theſe, truly laudable 
Happily his mind enlarged 
his liberality was unconfined, and his 


He appears to have been a very 
conſiderate man, and earneſt in his endeavours to diſcover the true 


intereſts of his fellow men, and to confer 28 laſting benefits upon 


206 friends. 
means was very great for thoſe days. 
with his circumſtances ; 
bounty was general and 2% uſeful, 


206 Mr. Blundell was never married : he therefore provided for the families of his 
brother and ſiſter, and others of his friends, relations, and acquaintance. His brother 
James, the anceſtor of the Blundell family now reſident in Tiverton, died twenty years 
before him, and left one ſon, and three daughters, John Blundell, 1 a of Tiverton, 


in 1619, to whom his uncle, Peter, bequeathed by his will the ſum of 


C. 2000 


And to Peter Blundell, the only ſon of the ſaid John Blundell, an infant 2000 


To his niece, Editha, married to John Weſt, merchant, of Tiverton 
And to her huſband and family many bequeſts, to the amount of 
To his niece, Mary, married to Richard Payne, of Tiverton 


1000 
— 800 
— 200 


To his niece, Elizabeth, married to Richard Prowſe, her huſband, and 


family, he gave 


1020 


His ſiſter Eleanor was married to John Chilcott, of Verby, i in the 8 of 
Tiverton, and ſurvived him to her huſband Mr. Blundell bequeathed 320 


To their ſon, Robert Chilcott, alias Comyn, his nephew and clerk 


4320 


To their daughter, Joan, married to George Slee, merchant, of Tiverton 1000 


To George Slee, her huſband, and their children 
To the above Mr. Chilcott's children 


To his other relations, friends and acquaintance in Tiverton, Mr. Blundell 
bequeathed 
To his friends and acquaintance in London, and elſewhere 


2200 
100 


1600 
6063 


20 Much of the money Mr. Blundell bequeathed to his acquaintance in Tiverton 


was to people in low trading ſtations. 


208 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 13, where his public benefactions, to Tiverton 
particularly, will appear to be highly beneficial and durable, to the amount, in money, of 
58 5ol. and in lands, for ſupport of the ſchool, &c. about 21 50l. — total about . 8009 


them. 
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them. To promote 299 learning, to encourage 219 huſbandry, and to 
advance the trade and manufactures of his native place, to animate 
the induſtrious, to reward virtue, and to remove the ills or alleviate 
the 11 diſtreſſes of his fellow creatures to the utmoſt extent of his 
power and influence, he beſtowed the whole of his well-acquired 
| ample fortune; and tho' he moved in a humbler ſtation, Mr. Blun- 
dell merited the title of great as well as good much more than the 
heroic murderers of nations, ſo often, and ſo highly applauded, 
| Some years before his death he reſided in London, for the more 
1 convenient direction of his affairs; ſigned his *'* will the gth day 
| | of 


209 Mr, Blundell was uſed frequently to repeat the words of William of Wykeham; 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, to King Edward III. “ Though I am not myſelf a ſcholar, I 
will be the means of making more ſcholars than any ſcholar in England.” 

210 See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 1 3. 


211 He bequeathed by his will to Chriſt's hoſpital, London, the ſum of /. 500 


To St. Bartholomew's hoſpital, London - - - 250 
To St. Thomas's hoſpital, Southwark - — — — 250 
To twelve of the livery companies of London, for merciful and cha- 

ri table purpoſes, directed by his will - - - 2000 
To the mayor and bailiffs of Exeter, to be lent to n poor 

artificers - - - - - - 500 
To 100 poor men, to each a gown and one ſhilling — -. 205 
To be expended at his funeral, of which a great part was. intended to 

purchaſe gowns and cloaks for the poor 6 — 400 
To his five executors the reſidue of his fortune, ſuppoſed at leaſt $272 


? 
Total amount of Mr. Blundell's fortune, at a moderate computation F,. 40000 


212- The concluding paragragph of his will Subſcribed the day and year firſt above 
written, in the preſence of thoſe whoſe names are ſubſcribed to this my laſt will, which 
contayneth in all fourteene ſheets of paper I ſay fourteen ſheets of paper—written by me, 

Peter Blundells owne hand writinge. PETER BLUNDELL.” 

bave ſeen a ſpecimen of his own hand writing ſubſcribed to ſome old manuſcripts. 
By 
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of June, 1599; and died there the 18th of April, 1601; aged 81 
years. He was buried in the church of St. Michael Royal, Pater- 


By this will his executors and overſeers were appointed to conduct the building of 
the ſchool, under the direction of Sir John Popham, Lord Chief Juſtice of England. i 


See Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 13, for the names of the preſent feoffees.. 
George Owens, Gent. is the preſent clerk and treaſurer. 


Hail, generous Blundell ! name for ever dear ! 
Whom ev'ry tongue ſhall bleſs, and ev'ry heart revere ! YN 
Where art thou, Virtue, antient Virtue, fled ? | 
In what etherial realms lifts thou thy head ? 

Where ſhall we ſeek thee? O! where find thee now, i 
To plant fredty * on thy blaſted brow ?—— K:4el!: | | | 


3F | noſter- 


The names of the executors were — The names of the overſeers were— 0 
William Craven, of London james Clarke, Eſq. of Norton, Somerſetſhire = 
William Parker, of London Richard Spurway, alias Hill, of Tiverton * 
George Slee, merchant, of Tiverton Richard Prowſe, of Tiverton » 
John Weſt, merchant, of "Tiverton John Chilcott, alias Comyn, of Tiverton | 1 
John Weſt, junior, his fon Robert Chilcott, alias Comyn, of Tiverton 

The firſt feoffees for the truſt of his donations to Tiverton, appointed alſo by the 

will, were— 
Sir Frauncis Popham, Knt. of Wel- Richard Hill, alias Spurway, of Tiverton, 

lington, Somerſetſhire clothier 

Anthony Pollard, Eſq. Richard Prowſe, of Tiverton 
Rich. Bluett, Eſq. of Holcomb Rogus John Weſt the younger, of * Tiverton, 
Charles Beere, Eſq. of Huntſham clothier 1 
Roger Ayſhford, Eſq. of Ayſhford Peter Weſt, an infant ſon of un: Weſt | x 
Roger Wane, Eſq. "the younger | 
Roger Giffard, Eſq. of Tiverton. Caſtle Rob. Chilcott, alias Comyn, clerk to * | i! 
James Clarke, Eſq. of Norton Blundell 
Henry Worth, Eſq. of Worth John Demond, of Tiverton, clothier k 
John Weſt, of ' Tiverton, clothier John Blundell, of Tiverton, clothier | 
Humphry Colman, of Tiverton Peter Blundell, an infant ſun of John U 
John Waldron, of Tiverton, clothier William Tanner 1 
Edward Amy, of Tiverton, merchant Roger Slee, of Tiverton, elothier i 
Nicholas Skinner, of Tiverton. * William Cras, of Tiverton, kerſey-maker & 
George Slee, of Tiverton: Anthony Cras, of Tiverton, kerſey-maker | 
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noſter-row, near Whittington Mi gs. the _— of ira fol- 
lowing. 3 


Regular 2 Liſt and ſbort Account of the Maſters of Blundell's School. 


Ir is probable the firſt Maſter was appointed ſoon after the 


ſchool was built, in 1604; but we have no account farther remote 
than | | 


1610. Samver BUTLER, who appears to have been the firſt 
Maſter, and to have officiated a greater length of time than any 
other. 

1648. HENRY O$BORNE. 


165i. HENRY BATTIN. He reſigned the matterſhip after 
eighteen years ſervice, 


1669. Georce HuMr, of Barnſtaple, who reſigned at the end 
of fifteen years, on account of his great age. 
1684. JoHN SAUNDERS: 


1698. WILLIAM s Rayner. He is ſaid to have been well 
{killed in claſſic learning, an excellent maſter, and remarkable for 
ſtrict diſcipline. The ſchool flouriſhed ſo much in his time, that 

an aſſiſtant became neceſſary to him in the higher ſchool, Many 


213 It is ſuppoſed that a good painting of Mr. Blundell is in ſome private hand at 
London: if ſuch piece could have been obtained by the feoffees, ſhould have requeſted 
permiſſion to have taken an engraving from it to adorn this work. 


214 Taken from the account- book een oe bon to Blundell's * and compared with 
- fome other manuſcripts. 


215 Skill'd in all tongues, ſee Rayner treads the ſtage z 
Severe his virtue—awful in his age: 
While others follow all the muſty-rules 
Of barb'rous monks, or flow phlegmatic fools, 
Frem ev'ry weed, lo ! Rayner clears the ground, 
And in his grammar all the man is fonnd lo Niddell. 


reſpectable 
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reſpectable ſcholars were bred under his tuition. He died in the 
maſter's apartments at the ſchool-houſe, after an attentive ſervice 
of 32 years; and was buried in the chancel of St. Peter's church, 
Tiverton. | 

1730. SAMUEL *'5 SMiTH, A. M. He came from Crewkerne, 
in Somerſetſhire, and added many boys to the ſchool that had been 
under his care in that place, fo that probably the boys were more 


numerous during the time Mr. Smith officiated than at any other 


period. He was a good maſter, an amiable and benevolent man: 
ſeveral inſtances of his humane attention to the diſtreſſed are re- 


corded. He publiſhed, in the year 1732, an account of the great 


217 fite in Tiverton in 1731, at which calamitous time his * 
aid was very beneficial. 
1733. Jonn a Joxss, A. M. officiated a few months only. 


1734. SAMUBL,**2 WESLEY, A.M. He was ſome time Stu- 


dent of Chriſt's church, Oxford, and near 20 years Uſher in Weſt- 
minſter ſchool. + Different parties have given this maſter a very 
different character: by one he is repreſented to have been ſcrupu- 


louſly conſcientious, of great integrity and benevolence, and to have 


poſſeſſed a pleafing fimplicity of manners : by the other party as ri- 
gorous, haughty, unſocial, and bigotted. From ſuch contrary opi- 
nions and accounts it is difficult to eſtimate his character impartially. 


216 Smith next, who, with inimitabie art, 
Tempers the maſter with the parent's part ; 
Lures the young mind his precepts to regard, | ; 
And makes ev'n learning | be its own arte TIA 


217 See Part IV. dates 1730 and 1731, note 123. 


218 Jones, ever gentle; moulds the ſoul with eaſe— 
Born. to inſtruct, and only lives to pleaſe, ——Kiddell. 


249: The poet is very ſevere on Mr. Weſley. 
3F 2 From 
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From his long ſervices in Weſtminſter ſchool, it is highly probable 
he was well qualified as a maſter. He died November 6, 1739, in 
the 49th year of his age ; and was buried in St. George's chapel. 
yard, Tiverton, where is a monumental ſtone to his memory, with 
a long inſcription. He wrote many pieces of poetry upon various 
ſubjects, which were publiſhed in a quarto volume of 400 pages in 
the year 1736: ſome of theſe pieces are witty and humourous, 
others on ſerious ſubjects, and exhibit the prevailing ſentiments 
and turn of the author's mind. He was elder brother to the famous 
John Weſley, one of the chief teachers among the Methodiſts. 
1743. WILLIAM ο Dappo, A. M. was not elected till this 
year, though he had officiated as Maſter from a little time after 
Mr. Weſley's death. He was born in Cornwall, and educated at 
Baliol College, Oxford, of which he was a Fellow. He was 
eſteemed a good claſſic ſcholar, and an attentive maſter. The boys 
were ſo numerous during a great part of his time, as to make an 


aſſiſtant neceſſary in the higher ſchool. His good temper, eaſy 


manners, and ſocial turn, made his company deſirable. Mr. 
Daddo reſigned the ſchool, after 17 years ſervice, and lived after- 
wards a retired life at Calverleigh. He died the 5th of Auguſt, 
1765 ; and was buried in St. Peter's church-yard, where is a coſtly 
tomb erected to his memory, with a long Latin inſcription. 

Mr. Daddo is ſuppoſed to have been the 2 author, of a little 


piece, called The Tiverton Woukkemore Defence, printed in 
London, 1750. 


220 See Daddo now, Minerva's favourite fon, 
Compleats the work that Jones had juſt begun. 
Of manners mild, he ſcorns the Faſces aid; 
Great in his genius—in his temper ſtaid: 
Partial to none, yet lov'd alike by all : | 
His works ſhall praiſe him—thouſands weep his fall. Firn 


222 See Part IV. anno 1749. 
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1767, PIII * ATHERTON, A.M. had diſcharged the of- 
fice of Uſher eleven years with ſo much reputation that, on Mr. 
Daddo's reſignation, he was elected Maſter of the ſchool. He was 
eminent for claſſic learning, and under his eare the reputation of 
the ſchool was greatly raiſed. , He poſſeſſed a good underſtanding, 
was of a mild temper and benevolent diſpoſition, which ſecured 
him general reſpect. He was Vicar of Ninehead, in Somerſetſhire, 
and officiated as one of the miniſters of Tiverton church ſeveral 
years. After a faithful attentive ſervice of 29 years, in the uſeful 
and important employ of ſowing the ſeeds of learning, and culti- 
vating .the principles of virtue in the minds of the numerous 
youth committed to his care, Mr. Atherton reſigned the ſchool in 
1775; died the 19th of March, 1777, in the ggth year of his age; 
and was buried in the chancel of St. Peter's church. His widow 
erected an elegant marble monument, with a juſt inſcription, to 
his memory. - 

177 g. Ricnaxp KeaTs, A. M. was elected this year, con- 
tinues Maſter, and had under his care in the higher ſchool 58 bo, 
in September, 1790. | 

1788. Jond Ley, the. preſent Uſher, had 48 boys at the ſame 
time under his care in the 2 lower ſchool. 


222 Let his benevolence inſpire FRE breaſt ; 
Like him be good, and then like him be bleſt. —— Hutton. 


223 Lift of the Uſhers, commonly called the Maſters F the lower ſchool : 


1610. William Knight 1649. John Wood 1719. Edward Bradford 
1610; Nath. Hellings 1649. Daniel Cudmore 1729. William Somaſter 
1633. —— Parſons 1663. Thomas = 1737. Samuel Dally 
James Style 1665. Nathaniel Clare 1746. Philip Atherton 
1634. — Roper 1666. Robert Bonney 1757. Henry Atkins 


1635, Jonathan Butler - 1684. Wm. Denband 1760. Thomas Wo 
1637. Amery Butler 1695. Matthew Maſcoll 1788. John Ley, the preſent 
1642, — Roper i 170T, John Truſt 1:1 19-1444; Uſher © : * 4 
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Tun FREE ENGLISH SCHOOL! 1» 
THIS ſtructure, ſituated « on. the welt fide of Pitercficker, is 


ſtrongly built of ſtone, ſomew hat fimilar to one of the g grammiar- 
i ſchools, with like durable roof: it meaſures about 55 feet in 
| length, including the paſſage at the ſouth end, and 26 feet in 
| breadth, including the walls, which are about. "3 feet thick, and 

| 261 feet high, to the ceiling. The ſchool- room is about 49 feet 
1 long, and 29 feet wide. The door-way is from. the paſſage which 
. leads from the ſtreet to the court- yard. Over the ſtone arched en- 
trance in front is the following inſeription: * 
| «© Robert Comin, alias Chilcott, borne in this towne, founded 
this free Engliſh ſchool, and endowed it with maintenance. for Ever, 
anno Domini 1611,” 
|. Behind the ſchool is a good dwelling for the 224 maſter. with 
convenient outhoufes, and garden near the river Exe. This ſchool 
= eſcaped the great conflagration, in, 1612; and few alterations! have 
been made in the building fince it was 8 except common 
neceſſary repairs. The evident deſign of this endowment was to 
inſtruct the poor boys in reading Engliſh, writing and arithmetic, 
to prepare them for the grammar ſchool. 

Roß ERT 22s Couxx, alias CHILCOTT, founder 6 this ſchool, 
the ſon of John Chilcott, of Fairby, by Eleanor, the ſiſter of Peter 
Blundell, was born in Tiverton pariſh about the year 1560. 


— 


224 Information from Edward Mead, the preſent Maſter, who lives in it. 
Li ef the Maſters of this ſebool, from the time of its foundation. 
1611. Wm. Tytherleigh 1651. Forteſeue Lowman 1730. Henry Cordwent 
1616. William Poole 1656. Robert Sharp 1745. Stafford Grenway 
1623. Peter Ball 1663. John White 1757. George Gilberd 
1629. Gabriel Quick 1685. Thomas Jones 1775. William Curle 
1631. Peter Sainthill 1712 John Penroſe 1779. Edward Mead. 


225 See Blundell and Hewett's Memoirs, Prince's Worthies, Part v. Notes on the 
Life of Peter Blundell, 
The 
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The early part of his life was ſpent in Mr. Blundell's ſervice : 
he appears to have been his confidential clerk many years, to have 
imbibed his ſpirit and imitated his virtues ; he was therefore high 
in the eſteem of that worthy: man, who gave him by his will the 
ſum of 4.3261, and appointed him one of the five overſeers to ſuper- 
intend the execution of the ſeverat important concerns of it. 

Mr. Chilcott ſucceeded his uncle in the manufacture of kerſeys 
and mercantile buſineſs, which he likewiſe conducted with great 
credit; and acquired alſo a good fortune, which he endeavoured to 
make laſtingly 2 beneficial; He married Ann, daughter of Wal- 
ter Cade, haberdaſher, of London, to which city he retired the 
latter part of his life, and it is ſuppoſed died and was buried there, 
but when, at what age; or in what part buried, is unknown, owing 


probably to the great fire of Landei in 1666, which decay ſo 


angy foneral monuments, 104 pn. 


„Zina FO T7 078 
en Tus TowN- -HOUSE. 


THIS building, at the weſt end of the Fore-ſtreet, At the 
eaſt, and facing the length of that ſtreet, is divided into many 
apartments, appropriated to public buſineſs. The town-hall, 
to which we aſcend by an open * ſtaircaſe fem a This court at 


the ſouth end, is well contrived, according to its dimenſions, for 


judicial buſineſs, having ſuitable apartments for the grand jury, 
meetings of the corporation, the conſtables, and other officers. 
Beneath the hall, and within the court above mentioned, is the 


© IV . „ ” % @ + 
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226 Beſides his donations to Tiverton, ſee: Part III. No. 55, which --/ 


S ib 6 63 99 


= See Part IV. note No. 110. 


amounted at that time to the ſum of — « - _ £-2000 
se gave to Chriſt's hoſpital, London, for charitable e en 14080 
ae redeem: poor priſoners wy tebis of 555 _ - 100 
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common priſon, in two diviſions, the one more ſolitary and recluſe 
than the other, Adjoining the ten- hall is the mayoralty- room, 
a large elegant chamber 32 feet long, 191g feet wide, and 14+ feet 
high, having three large windows fronting the length of Fore. 
ſtreet: in this room are good paintings of George I. II. and III. 
the latter a full length. Beneath this, and level with the ſtreet, 
are the apartments of the Tiverton; bank, elegantly, ſecurely, 
and conveniently diſpoſed for. that buſineſs, eſtabliſhed under the 
firm of Dickinſon, Lewis, Beſly and ſon, and firſt opened January 
1, 1788, Behind is a private-dwelling-houſe ; and beneath con- 
venient cellars, from which is a nn 228 paſſage | to the 
Angel Inn, 

On this ſpot, in the year 15,54, „ hood a 2 chapel, dedicated to 
St. Thomas the Apoſtle. About the time when the firſt charter 
of incorporation was granted, anno 1615, the buildings for public 
judicial buſineſs were firſt erected here, and private dwellings ad- 


joining; ſome part of thoſe are yet remaining. At different periods 


of time ſince many alterations have been made in theſe buildings, 
which were completed nearly they now are in the year 1788. 


Tur BRIDEWELL, os HOUSE os *»» CORRECTION, 


IS a low irregular building, at the ſouth end of St. Andrew's 
ſtreet, on the ruins of a 33" chapel, which was entire in the year 
| 1554 


228 „ Made, it is ; faid, for conveying proviſions from the i inn to the — 
229 See Part IV. date 1554, and 1615. See alſo Part III. No. 30. | 


230 See Part III. Lift of Donations, No. 37, and note. 


21 The numerous chapels in the pariſh. of Tiverton, in being about the era of the 


Reformation, appear, by ſome records in private hands, to have been erected at different 
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1574. dedicated to St. Andrew, from which, it is probable, this 
ſtreet took its name. Since the worthy Mr. Howard's viſit to 
Tiverton, the ſeveral apartments of this priſon, and of the common 
jail, have been regularly white-waſhed, and kept in more decent 
order than before: they are now as convenient and healthy as the 
ſituation will permit, and the end and deſign of thoſe receptacles 
require. 


Tur MARKET-HOUSE, 


FOR the ſanding and ſale of 232 corn, on the weſt fide of 


Bampton-ſtreet, is a quadrangular building, 72 feet long, and 48 
feet wide; on rows, 11, feet aſunder, of ſtrong wooden pillars, 
incloſing an area, or open court, 47 feet long, and 17 feet wide. 
The floor, between the rows of pillars, is paved with Sr ſtone, 
and incloſed from the ſtreet by large doors between each pillar, 
which on market - days are lifted up and hooked to the ceiling, 
The rooms over, on each ſide the ſquare, are of equal dimenſions 
with the floor, and very dry convenient repoſitories for corn, &c. 
Almoſt the whole of the weſt ſide of the quadrangle is now occu- 
pied by the tenant of the corn- market, who keeps a neat public 


periods of time before, by the wh families on whoſe lands they were built ; the ſer- 
vice ſupported at their expence, and conducted by their domeſtic prieſts. It appears 


from ſeveral monumental inſcriptions, that ſome of them have been employed alſo in 


the Proteſtant ſervice, conducted by miniſters of the preſent eſtabliſhed church, about 


the time, and many years after, the reformation took place in England, and became the 
means of more rapidly PANTY the ae the new Los. nk from the EE of 


them COR the — 118697 6 
1 e 27 1 2651 
*. See Part W. annis 65 and. 1732. a wg 
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houſe there. In a turret, on the centre of the roof of the eaſt ſide, 
is a good clock and bell for the public ſervice. 
The houſe firſt erected here for the ſale of corn, in the year 1699, 


was deſtroyed by the fire of 1731; ſoon after which time this 
{ſtructure was raiſed. 


Txse HOSPITAL. 


THE hoſpital, with the courts and gardens belonging, occupy 
between two and three acres of land, formerly called the Deane's, 
112 yards long, in front, and 100 yards deep, in a pleaſant and 
healthy *33 fituation, at a little diſtance from the north-eaſt end of 
the town. The buildings are erected upon a good plan, and ſeem 
well contrived for the various err of Sen employing, 
and providing for the poor. 

A line of work- ſhops, 5 yards wide, and 5 yards long, are built 
on the eaſt and weſt ſides of the ſquare, with lodging- rooms over. 
Another line of buildings on the north fide, 5 yards wide, and ex- 
tending the whole length of the ſquare, 112 yards, except a ſepa- 
ration in the centre of 27 yards for the back court and gate-way, 
are alſo uſed for work-ſhops, with lodging-rooms over towards the 
Weſt, and convenient outhouſes and offices towards the Eaſt. Se- 
parated by the above court of 8 yards wide from the north line, 
and by gardens, &c. from the eaſt and well lines, is a e brick 


233 Viewed from Exeter- hill, 1 4 pk * the town, the buildings of the 
hoſpital have a ſplendid appearance. Within againſt the wall of Grenwaye's chapel, in 
front of St. Peter's church, is a good drawing, 'on vellum, of the hoſpital, theſe buildings 


being erected on lands belonging to that charity, held on a Loy of three lives. See 
Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 3 (208 es | 
ſtructu ſe, 
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ſtructure, 27 yards long, in front, towards the South, and 24 yards 
deep. In the centre of it is the entrance to a good hall, 31 feet 
long, and 191 feet wide, for the meetings heretofore of the go- 
vernor and guardians, now of the churchwardens and overſeers, to 

ay and regulate the poor. On the weſt ſide of this room is the 
234 dining-hall for the poor, 69 feet long, and 194 feet wide. On 
the eaſt the kitchen, 27 feet long, and 18 feet wide : behind which 
are the maſter's 235 apartments. The beſt lodging- rooms are over 
the halls, &c. in this brick building. On the centre of the roof, 
in a glazed turret, is the bell; and over the entrance, the face of 
the clock. Before the hall of buſineſs is a green court and porter's 
lodge, incloſed by paliſades and gate from the paved road towards the 


town, and by brick walls from the gardens, which are ſufficiently 


large and prolific to provide vegetables for ſupplying, according to 
the bill of fare, 300 poor, the number that can be accommodated in 
this houſe, beſides the maſter's family. Juſt without the gate of 
the whole incloſure, on the paved cauſeway towards the town, is 


the dwelling of the pariſh beadle, the conſtant attendant of the 


public officers, and general intelligencer of the ſtate of the nu- 
merous poor of this extenſive pariſh. 

The a& of parliament for building the hoſpital paſſed in 235 1698. 
After much diſſention, and many 237 ſtoppages, it was completely 


234 Againſt the walls of this room are hung large painted tables of donations towards. 
the building ; bill of daily fare, eſtabliſhed in 1782 ; rules of indulgence and recreation, 
made in 1786; &c. | 


235 Very convenient. Adjoining i is a commodious waſhing and brew houſe, rien. 
fully ſupplied with water ** lead pipes from the town leat. 


236 See Part IV. annis 1698 and 1700, and notes 88, 89, 90. The ſeal of the 
hoſpital corporation was an ant-hill, given by F. Gwynn, Efq. 


237 See the Journal of the Guardians for further em reſpeRing the building 
of this houſe, 
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finiſhed in 1704 ; ſince which time few alterations have been made, 


beſides common neceſſary repeirs. - 


— 


ST. GEORGE's CHAPEL 


IS a regular ſtone 235 ſtructure, of the Doric order, caſed on 
the outſide with yellow Purbeck . ſtone, and ſituated in the centre 
of a yard about go feet wide, and extending 107 yards in length, 
from the noble iron gate at the entrance on the ſouth-weſt fide 
of Fore- ſtreet, to nearly the middle of St. Andrew's ſtreet, and in- 
cloſed with a good brick wall. In the front of the church, to- 
wards the North, are two large door-ways, to which we aſcend by 
ſemicircular flights of ſtone ſteps : it has one ſimilar entrance from 
the South. The walls are neatly finiſhed, and white-waſhed within; 


and the roof ſupported by two rows of large ſtone pillars, of the 


Ionic order, which ſeparate the aiſles. The middle aiſle, from Eaſt to 
Welt, is 85 feet long, and 33 feet high, to the centre of the roof. The 
north and ſouth aiſles are each 75 feet long, and 27 feet high ; over 
each of theſe is a wide gallery, ſo badly contrived, that the people 
behind the firſt row of ſeats can ſcarcely ſee or hear the preacher. 
The breadth of the whole chapel within is 58 feet. The pulpit 
and deſk are placed at almoſt the weſt end of the middle aifle, and 
curiouſly carved; as alſo the altar-piece, and elegant incloſure 
within the communion rails. The floor of this incloſure is paved 


233 J have kk informed, by ſome reputable aged perſons now living, that the ori- 


 ginal deſign of building this church was, to afford room for the numerous Diſſenters 


then in Tiverton, who were expected, at the cloſe of Queen Anne's reign, to have 
been compelled, by another act of uniformity, to attend the ſervice of the Church of 
England, or be expoſed to a renewal of the hardſhips that had been endured by the 


Non-conformiſts in the reign of Charles II. 3 
ry with 


with ſquares of black and white marble; the reſt of the chapel 
with broad ſtone. The ſeating of the church, of good Flemiſh 
oak, is very neat and regular; indeed an elegant ſimplicity is the 


characteriſtic of the whole building, which is ornamented without 


by an arched Purbeck ſtone 239 turret on the weſt end of the roof, 
in which is a large clock and bell. 

There are two coſtly marble 2 monuments againſt the wall 
within the communion rails: none other monuments in the chapel, 
but many in the yard, On a table againſt the north wall are 


ſeripture 


239 The top of which is about 55 feet from the ground. 


249 Sacred to the memory of Mr. Henry Blagdon, of this town, merchant : a great 

example of piety, temperance, juſtice, and induſtry, both in his private and public affairs, 
xc. Towards the building of this church he gave, in his life time, 500l. and by his 
will 1000}. more. After a ſhort but well-ſpent life, he died, with hopes full of immor- 
tality, April 21, 1716, in the 36th year of his age. Mrs. Mary Peard, out of pious re- 
gard to the memory of her excellent uncle, erected this marble. 
In memory of Mrs. Mary Peard, a worthy lady of this town, whoſe piety commands 
God, her charity to the church by a gift of 10001. &c. her bountiful diſtributions to 
her acquaintance, friends and relations, and univerſal benevolence, pronounce her ami- 
able character. Having completed 82 years in the practice of Chriſtian duties, ſhe was 
ſummoned to receive her reward December 31, 1780. As a moſt grateful teſtimony ot 
reſpect, this monument was erected by her couſin, Benjamin Dickinſon, Eſq. 


24: In the chapel-yard are the following : 

On the north ſide A tomb, ſurrounded with iron rails; underneath which are 
buried the above Mrs. Mary Peard, and ſeveral others of the ſame family. 

A neat tomb, in memory of Oliver Peard, merchant, of this town, 1 7673 ; and of 
Honor Peard, his wife, 1761. 

Another coſtly tomb, to the memory of James Dickinſon, and ſeveral children of 
Benjamin Dickinſon, Eſq. Oldeſt date 1769. 

A tomb, to the memory of Leonard Blagdon, twice Mayor of this town, who dic: 
May 7, 1763; aged 77 years—two ſons of John Blagdon, of Puddington, &. 
Another tomb, to the memory of Joſeph Kelland, of this pariſh, yeoman, who died 
the 29th day of April, 1748 ; aged 68 years. | 

y A pla.n 
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ſcripture *#2 ſentences, deſcriptive of the pious zeal in building 
this church, which commenced the firſt of December, 1714; was 
carried on at firſt with great ſpirit, but afterwards much 243 de. 


A plain ſtone againſt the north wall, with a long and juſt inſcription, to the mem 
of Triſtram Whitter, LL. B. Rector of Pitt portion, in this pariſh, who died Nov. ”; 
1776; aged 64 years. 

Againſt the eaſt end of the chapel-wall—In- memory of the Rev: Samuel Dally, 
A. M. who was ſeveral years Uſher of Blundell's ſchool. He died the 27th of De- 
cember, 1645, in the 45th year of his age. . 

A ſtone, with a long inſeription, to the memory of the Rev. Samuel Weſtley, A. M. 
who was Maſter of Blundell's ſchool 7 years. Died anno 1739. | 

On the ſouth ſide of the chapel—Near this place lyeth the body of Ann Clark, of this. 
town, midwife, who departed this life the 12th day of January, 1733; aged 77 years. 


On harmleſs babes I did attend, Many from pain my hands did free, 
Whilſt I on earth my life did ſpend; But none from death could reſcue me: 
To help the helpleſs in their need, My glaſs is ran—my hour is paſt— 

I ready was with care and ſpeed. And yours is coming all ſo faſt. 


John Brailey was the firſt child ſhe received into the world, 1698; and fince him 
above 5000. 

On a tomb, at the ſouth end of the yard Here lyeth the body of Elizabeth Shap- 
land, daughter of Mr. Joſeph Shapland, of Briſtol, who departed this life the 19th day 
of October, 1778; aged 17 years. 

A tomb of the Heathfield family. Another of the-Marder family. 


2 Quoted from Chron. chap. 29, verſes 9 and 16; and Nehemiah, chap. 13, verſe. 
14.—1715. 

Part of the land was given by Sir William Wyndham, &c. the reſt purchaſed, and the 
chapel built by general voluntary ſubſcription. Some of the donations were large, for 
which ſee Part III. Liſt of Donations, No. 72, 76, and 85; Henry Blagdon's monu- 
ment in this chapel, and All Saints church, Briſtol ; where is a donation recorded of 
Edward Colſton, Eſq. of 501. towards the building of this church. See alſo Part VI. 
No. 17, the Act of Parliament for the ſupport and ſervice of this church. 


243 The wiſe, mild, and judicious. government of George I. having diſſipated the 
hopes of the friends of intolerance, this chapel, after having been covered in, was ſo 
much neglected, that Oliver Peard, merchant and clothier, made it a warehouſe for 
his wool ſeveral years. 


layed, 
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layed, met with many ſtoppages, and was not finally completed 
*till the year 1730, and conſecrated the 11th of October, 1733. 

The ſervice of this chapel is conducted by the four miniſters of 
the pariſh church alternately, who are the appointed chaplains, : at 
an annual won of 151. to each. 


F 8 


MEETING-HOUS Es. 


AFTER the reſtoration of King Charles II. anno 1660, many 
of the preachers of the Preſbyterian, Independent, and other ſects, 
deſcendants of the Puritans in the reign of Elizabeth, who had 
been appointed, under the government of the Commonwealth, and 
the protectorate of Cromwell, to the livings and ſervice of the 
churches, were ejected, to reinſtate thoſe of the Epiſcopalian party 
that had been expelled for their diſaffection to the new government: 
and after the paſſing the act for the uniformity of public prayers, 
anno 1662, many more, to the number of about 2000, who refuſed 
to conform, were compelled, on the 24th Auguſt (St. Bartholo- 
mew's day), the ſame year, to quit their livings in the church, 
Theſe ejected miniſters, in their ſeveral places of abode throughout 
the kingdom, collected in ſeparate congregations all who could not 
conſcientiouſly join in the common prayer of the epiſcopal church, 
who profeſſed the ſame religious opinions with themſelves, or who 
preferred their mode of divine ſervice and method of inſtruction, 
Their ſeveral meetings at firſt were held in private dwelling-houſes, 
barns, or other preſent convenient places for aſſembling, which were 
thence called Meeting-houſes, and by the Epiſcopalians Conventicles. 

In the * ng an act of 244 parliament was paſſed againſt ſuch 

| meetings, 


. Called the — Act; whereby, if any ane ſhould repair to Conventicles 
"oY the meetings of the Non-conformiſts for religious. worſhip were called), the firſt of- 
Uno fence 
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meetings, and fines, impriſonment, or exile, according to the de- 
grees of offence particularized in the act, were inflicted upon all 
perſons convicted of attending them. This act not having fully 
anſwered the end and deſign of it, that of compelling rational be. 
ings to read, pray, and think *45 mechanically, another was 
paſſed in the next year (1665), laying additional penalties upon 
all Non-conformiſt teachers; and in 1670 247 another, more ſevere 
one, impoſing further heavy fines on the preachers and their at- 
tendants, and on the owners of the houſes, or other places of 
meeting. * Informers alſo were much encouraged, and very 
buſy : the Non-conformiſts greatly harraſſed; and the laws rigo- 


* J | 
fence was puniſhable with 5l. or three months impriſonment, and 10l. for a peer; the 


ſecond offence with 10l. or fix months impriſonment; and 20l. for a peer; but for the 
third offence, after a trial by jury, and the trial of a peer by his peers, the party con- 
victed was to be tranſported to ſome foreign plantation, unleſs he laid down 1001, 


245 By this term I mean perſons attending any religious exerciſes or mode of divine 
ſervice at the abſolute direction of another perſon, ſect, or party, without the uſe of their 
own underſtanding, and contrary to their judgment and the dictates of conſcience. The 
exertion of ſuch authority is totally ſubverſive of religion, which muſt be a free to be 
a reaſonable. and acceptable ſervice.. 


246 Named the Five-mile Act; prohibiting all Non-conformiſt teachers to dwell or 
come, unleſs upon the road, within five miles of any corporation, or any place they had 
preached at after the act of oblivion, under the penalty of 401. and fix months im- 
priſonment. | 


247 This enacted, that if any perſon above the age of ſixteen ſhould be preſent at any 
meeting for religious exerciſes, in any other manner than according to the Liturgy of 
the Church of England, where there were five perſons or more, beſides thoſe of the fa- 
mily, he ſhould pay 58. for the firſt offence, and 108. for the ſecond : the preachers in 
ſuch meetings to forfeit 201. for the firſt, and 4ol. for the ſecond offence ; and thoſe: 
who ſuffered ſuch conventicles in their houſes, barns, yards, &c. to forfeit 201. 


248 See John Bunyan's Life and Death of Mr. Badman, a dialogue it in hun artleſs 
file, and truly deſcriptive of the ſeverities of the times. 
rouſly 


PaxT V. ANTIQUITIES, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, &c. 36; 


rouſly executed by the :49 magiſtrates. Theſe arbitrary and crue] 
259 ſtatutes operated in fimilar manner with moſt others of like na- 
ture in the annals of perſecution ; the Non-conformiſts became 
more attached to their miniſters, their inſtructions, and methods of 
divine ſervice ; they followed them to the fields, woods, and other 
unfrequented places, and bore joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods 
the priſon was the place of honour, and magiſtracy the ſeat of con- 
tempt. Theſe ſevere laws naturally taught the Non-conformiſts 
to hate their perſecutors, and to hold their religious tenets in ab- 
horrence. To free his Roman Catholic friends from theſe heavy 
penalties, the King publiſhed a declaration for liberty of conſcience, 


in the year 1672, and ſuſpended the execution of theſe injurious 


laws; at which time the firſt publ meeting-houſe was opened 
in Tiverton, by Richard Saunders, the ejected miniſter from Lox- 
beare; but this unconſtitutional declaration was recalled the ſuc- 


249 Particularly in Tiverton. The records of ſeveral families now reſident in Ti- 
verton bear ſtrong teſtimonies to the ſevere ſufferings of the Non-conformiſts there. 
Men of the vileſt characters, in the office of informers, would frequently ruſh into pri- 
vate dwellings on Sundays, abuſe the peaceful inhabitants as conventiclers, ſeize the 
utenſils in which their victuals were dreſſing, throw the proviſion upon the floor, and 
carry them off to be ſold to diſcharge the fines. Some reputable clothiers had their 
goods frequently ſold at the market-croſs, themſelves thruſt into the common priſon, 
and confined there a whole winter. Numbers of other deſcriptions ſhared alſo the ſame 
hard fate. See Anecdotes of Theophilus Polwheil, under Steps Meeting-houſe, in 
Peter-ſtreet. 


250 It is true, that the epiſcopal clergy had been treated with indignity, and ſuffered 
many hardſhips under the government of the Commonwealth, and Synod, or Aſſembly 
of Preſbyterian Divines, at Weſtminſter, which diſhonoured the tenets of the party 
that encouraged ſuch perſecuting ſpirit and conduct ; but theſe Jaws were peculiarly 
cruel and arbitrary; the Non-conformiſts teachers were not only compelled to quit their 
livings, and expoſed to want, but were prohibited the public exerciſe of divine ſervice, 
ſupported at the expence of their own attendants, and themſelves and hearers fubjected 
to expenſive fines and the moſt diſgraceful treatment, 
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ceeding year, at the requeſt of the Houſe of Commons, and the 
Non-conformiſts were expoſed to rather greater evils than before. 
Thus were theſe rigorous acts enforced almoſt throughout the reign 
of Charles II. and left an eternal blot upon his memory. 

In 1687, James II. upon like principles, publiſhed a ſimilar de- 
claration, at which time another public meeting-houſe was opened 
in Tiverton, by Theophilus Polwheil, the ejected miniſter from 
Tidcombe and Clare portions. After the revolution, in May, 168g, 
early in the reign of William and Mary, the act of toleration was 
paſſed, by which all Proteſtants diſſenting from the Church of 
England were exempted from the penalties of thoſe perſecuting 
laws, and permitted that juſt liberty of conſcience they now enjoy ; 
and ſoon after this time meeting-houſes were erected in Tiverton by 
the ſeveral different ſets upon more regular and convenient plans. 


PITT MEETING-HOUSE, 


SITUATED below Angel-hill, upon the eaſt bank of the river 
Exe, is a building 39 feet long within, 37 feet wide, and 21+ feet 
high. It has a good gallery againſt the eaſt and north walls; the pul- 
pit is againſt the weſt : the houſe is generally well ſeated, and large 
enough to accommodate about 400 people. We cannot aſcertain 
the exact time of building this houſe, but ſuppoſe it to have been 
erected ſoon after the paſſing the Toleration act, in 1689; though 
a public meeting-houſe had been opened in Back-lane, Weſtex, by 
the firſt miniſter ſuppoſed to have preached in this, ſo early as the year 
1687. This fituation was judged moſt convenient for the families 
that attended divine ſervice in it, becauſe many of them reſided in 
Weſtex. The members of the congregation originally aſſembling 


here were of the Preſbyterian ſect, whoſe doctrines were formed 
upon 


— 
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upon the principles of Calviniſm ; the public worſhip conducted 


by the miniſter alone, on Trinitarian principles, and diſtinguiſhed 


from that of the Church of England chiefly by extempore prayer; 
and the diſcipline was formed upon the plan of the Scotch eſtabliſh- 
ment, whoſe church government is conducted under the authority 


of preſbyteries, ſynods, and general *5! aſſemblies. In the courſe - 


of the laſt 30 years the Calviniſtic doctrines have been exploded, the 
peculiar diſcipline of the Preſbyterian ſect done away, the public 
worſhip conducted on Unitarian principles, and the members of 
this congregation diſtinguiſhed by the name of 25* Diſſenters only. 
The firſt miniſter that officiated in this houſe was 

1689. RICHARD *53 SAUNDERs, A. M. who was born at Pay- 
hembury, near Honiton, of a reputable family. At the age of ſix- 
teen he went to Oxford, and purſued his ſtudies there till the year 
1642, when King Charles coming to that city, he was, with ſeveral 
others, ſent priſoner to Exeter jail. He begun his miniſtry at 
Kentiſbeer, where he continued 'till the Reſtoration, when he re- 
ſigned that living, and was afterwards preſented to the church of 
Loxbeare, by a Mr. Cudmore, of that -pariſh, from which he was 
ejected on St. Bartholomew's day, 1662. Some time after he came 
to Tiverton, and generally refided there the reſt of his life. In 
1672 he opened a public meeting in Tiverton. In 1681 he was 


obſtructed in his preaching at one Mr. Wood's, carried before the 


Mayor, and convicted for a conventicler, and not only had the fines 


251 See the Directory publiſhed by the Aſſembly of Preſbyterian Divines at 
Weſtminſter, and Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans. 


232 A name now generally fignifying a non-compliznce with the doctrine, ſervice, 
rites, or diſcipline of the Church of England, and the difallowing human authority in 
matters of religion. 

353 Palmer's Non-conformiſts Memorial, verbal tradition, Pariſh Regiſter. 
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levied upon him, as alſo upon the houſe in which he preached, but 
was ſent to Exeter, and confined in priſon fix months, In 1687 
he opened a public meeting-houſe again in Tiverton, in Back-lane, 
Weſtex; and when the above houſe was built, is ſuppoſed to have 
preached regularly in it. Mr. Saunders preſided as moderator of 
the firſt aſſembly of the Preſbyterian miniſters of Devon at Tiver- 
ton, March 18th and 19th, 1691; died in Tiverton ; and was 
buried 19th July, 1694. 

In the eulogium of his funeral ſermon, preached by Robert 
Carel, of Crediton, Mr. Saunders is repreſented to have been a ſen- 
fible man, of an excellent moral character and great equanimity of 
mind ; at all times contented with the diſpenſations of Providence, 
humble, peaceable, and moderate, and a ſucceſsful preacher. It is 
ſaid, that his perſecutors acknowledged, after his death, he had 
left few equals. 

He publiſhed an Aſſize Sermon, preached at Exon ; A Balm to 
heal religious Wounds ; and A Diſcourſe of Angels. 

1694. SAMUEL 5 HALL ſucceeded Mr. Saunders, and was 
much reverenced, and eſteemed throughout life as a pious worthy 
man, and for his time a ſenſible, judicious, and pathetic preacher. 
He died January, and was buried the 1it of F r. 1730. He 


1730. Jos PH ?35 PyxE, who was alſo ROSE not only as 
a miniſter, but as a man of polite manners and genteel addreſs. 
He lived ſome years in the caſtle of Tiverton ; and died and was 
buried at Halberton, in the year 1742. 


254 Verbal tradition, MS. Sermon on the death of Mr. Jon. Wheeler, and Pariſh 


Regiſter. On a pariſh rate for 1704, kept in the hoſpital cheſt, I found Mr. Hall, 
preacher, charged l. 48. on what account could not diſcover. 


255 Verbal teſtimony from perſons well acquainted with him, 


PART V. ANTIQUITIES, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, &, 369 


1742, JokN 356 Rupgt and Jon KIpDEIIL were *5? ordained 
Paſtors of this church in November thts year, and officiated alter- 
nately in the meeting-houſe at Puddington every Sunday, Mr. 
Rudge died 20th September, 1748; when 

Joun K1DDELL, native of Tiverton, born in 1721, became the 
ſole miniſter to a 258 numerous and reſpectable congregation, which 
during the long courſe of his miniſtry was much reduced by death 
and various concurring *59 circumſtances. Few men have lived in 
Tiverton that have been more aſſiduous in their reſearches after 
knowledge, more diligent and impartial in their enquiries after 
truth, or more ſtudious to diſpel the clouds of ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtition, the miſts of prejudice, and the undue influence of human 
authority in matters of religion: few men have been more earneſt 
to enlighten the minds of his hearers, to exhibit the. plain genuine 
principles, and to enforce the divine precepts of the goſpel, or to 
exemplify the Chriſtian character; and few men have lived in 
Tiverton whoſe converſation hath been more inſtructive or enter- 
taining, and whoſe company has been more pleaſing or generally 
ſought.” Mr. Kiddell kept a private reputable grammar ſchool 


/ 


256 Verbal teſtimony, Pariſh Regiſter. 

25% By laying on of hands, a ceremony of the apoſtolic times, when the miraculous 
gifts of the Holy Spirit were beſtowed on the early converts to Chriſtianity. How 
far ſuch ceremony is juſtifiable now, when no ſuch miraculous powers are conveyed, 
thoſe diſſenting miniſters, who are called to the exerciſe of it, would do well ſerioully to 
conſider, 


258 I have been informed, that 20l. at one time have been ſent to the aſſembly of 
Preſbyterian divines at Exon from this congregation, towards the ſupport of poor mi- 
niſters in the county of Devon. 


259 Amongſt others, occaſional conformity at firſt to the Teſt and Corporation acts, 
to qualify them for becoming members of the corporation of Tiverton, was a means 
of drawing many reputable families from this meeting to a conſtant attendance on the 


ſervice of the Church of England. 
many 
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many years, by which, and the ſmall income from his congrega- 
tion, he ſupported with credit a numerous family. After offici- 
ating regularly forty-five years in the houſe above deſcribed, this 
worthy man, to the great regret of his numerous acquaintance, 
was induced, from the ſtate of his family, and growing incapacity 
for the laborious taſk of a ſchool-maſter, to leave Tiverton, in the 
year 1787, for the appointment of domeſtic claſſical tutor in the 
newly raiſed academy at Hackney, where he now reſides. The 
members of this congregation have fince generally attended public 
ſocial worſhip at the meeting-houſe on the ſteps. 

Mr. Kiddell publiſhed a Sermon on the Dignity of the Mi- 
niſterial Character, preached before the aſſembly at Exon, in 1747 ; 
a Thankſgiving Sermon, in 1560; and 2% Three Diſſertations on 
the Inſpiration of the Scriptures, in 1779. 


STEPS MEETING-HOUSE, 


SITUATED at the ſouth-weſt end of Peter-ſtreet, near the ſteps 
leading to Exe- bridge, almoſt ſquare, and built of brick, is 42 feet 
long, 41 feet wide within, and 194 feet high; it has a gallery 
againſt the north and eaſt walls, and part of the ſouth ; the pulpit 
is againſt the weſt wall; behind which is a garden, belonging to 
perſons claiming a paſſage to it through the houſe, which is very 
diſagreeable. Though the ſeats are generally bad and irregular, 
they are ſo diſpoſed as to accommodate about 500 people. On this 


| ſpot was a chapel in 1554, dedicated to St. Peter. This houſe, or 


rather a part of it, was opened for public divine ſervice ſoon after 


King James's declaration of liberty, in the year 1687. It was en- 


260 Theſe Diſſertations have been much approved. | 
MEA larged 
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larged to the preſent dimenſions in the year 1699 ſince that time 
few alterations have taken place, beſides common neceſlary repairs, 
which have been conſiderable, from its expoſed ſituation, The 
members of the congregation originally aſſembling here were of 
the Independent ſect, whoſe doctrines were alſo formed on thoſe of 
Calvin ; the public worſhip conducted by the miniſter alone, on 
Trinitarian principles, and fimilar to that of the Preſbyterian ſect; 
but they generally rejected the authority of preſpyteries, ſynods, and 
general aſſemblies, and confined all eceleſiaſtical juriſdiction and 
diſcipline within their particular ſeparate congregations, from 
whence they received the name of Independents. 

It would be extremely difficult to ſay what are now the generally 
prevailing religious ſentiments of the people attending ſocial wor- 
ſhip in this houſe. From various concurring cauſes, Trinitarians, 
Arians and Unitarians, Calviniſts and Arminians, Epiſcopalians, 
Baptiſts, Preſbyterians, Independents and Methodiſts, aſſemble to- 
gether here, and form a numerous congregation of individuals, 
widely differing in religious opinions, under the general appellation 
of Diſſenters only. The firſt miniſter that officiated in it was 

1687. TrnxzoenLus 1 PoLWRHEIL, A.M. who was born in 
Cornwall, and became Fellow of Emanuel College, Cambridge: Dr, 
Sancroft, afterwards Archbiſhop, was his tutor. After he had left 
the univerſity he preached ſome time at Carliſle, and was one of the 
committee for ejecting ſcandalous miniſters in Cumberland and 
Durham. In 1654 he was appointed to the reQories of Clare and 
Tidcombe, in Tiverton, from which he was ejected at the Re- 
ſtoration, in 1660. After the act of uniformity paſſed, he ſuffered 
much for non-conformity. Mr. Foot, an eminent merchant of 
Tiverton, who had joined in communion with him, and gave in 


261 Palmer's Non-conformiſts Memorial, Pariſh Regiſter, tradition, 


his 
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his 25: experience before the communicants, became afterwards his 
furious perſecutor ; particularly at a time when Mr. Foot was 
Mayor of Tiverton, he violently interrupted his preaching, required 
him to come down, and committed him to the cuſtody of a ſerjeant. 

Mr. Cn alſo perſecuted him much, and endeavoured to ſeize and 
impriſon him once in going out of his houſe before day. He out- 
lived the times of perſecution ; and after King James's declaration 
of liberty, in 1687, opened the above meeting-houſe, and invited 
Mr. Samuel Bartlett to aſſiſt him in the miniſterial office. He 
died, it is ſaid, at a great age, and was buried in St. Peter's church- 
yard, Tiverton, the 3d of April, 1689. 

Mr. Polwheil appears to have been a venerable character and a 
learned man. He publiſhed a Treatiſe on Self-denial ; the Evil of 
Apoſtacy, and quenching the Spirit; Of ejaculatory Prayer; Di- 
rections for ſerving God on the Working Day and Lord's Day; 
and Exhortations to Holy Living. 

1689. SAMUEL 263 BARTLETT, who had been an aſſiſtant to 
Mr. Polwheil about two years, ſucceeded him in the miniſterial 
office this year, about the time the Toleration act paſſed, ſo that he 
hved in times of greater religious freedom. He appears to have 
been a ſucceſsful preacher, and was much eſteemed. He died, 
after ſerving this meeting near 20 years, and was buried 16th of 
November, 1706, in St. Peter's church-yard. 

A Mr. Gillingham is ſaid to have immediately ſucceeded Mr. 
Bartlett, but we have little other information reſpecting him. 


262 An open declaration of the operations, or ſuppoſed operations of the Spirit of 
God on the mind, influencing it to a religious courſe ; which was made a neceſſary 
requiſite of admiſſion to partake of the Lord's ſupper with the members of this re- 
ligious ſociety, and conſequently, in their opinion, of becoming a member of the Church 
of Chriſt. 


263 Tradition, verbal teſtimony, Pariſh Regiſter. On the land- tax rate for 1704, 


I find Mr. Bartlett charged perſonally 51. 48. q 
| 1708. 
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1708. JoNATHAN „ WHEELER was choſen paſtor of the 
congregation about the month of October, this year, He came 
from Sandwich, and officiated in this meeting-houſe 15 years. 
Is ſaid to have been of a ſtrong athletic conſtitution ; that he 
preached three times every Sunday, beſides performing other pub- 
lic religious exerciſes. Between the afternoon and evening ſer- 
vice he always refreſhed himſelf with ſmoaking in the little room 
adjoining the meeting-houſe, inſtead of going to his own houſe. 

Mr. Wheeler kept a regular regiſter of baptiſms, which I have 
ſeen; as alſo a Latin MS. of his on various ſubjects. He was 
buried the 7th of October, 1723, in St. Peter's church-yard. 
Mr. Samuel Hall preached his funeral ſermon in a pathetic ſtile, 
the ſame evening, to a numerous audience. 

1724. Savor 255 WesTCOTT, fon of Mr. Weſtcott, fuller, 
of Tiverton, was horn in Back-lane, Weſtex, about the year 1697, 
and educated in the academy at Exon, under the tuition of Mr. 
Hallett. He ſerved the meeting at Newton-Abbot ſome time, 
where he' was greatly eſteemed, and his departure much re- 
gretted. Upon the death of Mr. Wheeler, he wis elected paſtor 
of this congregation, attended by many of the leading' members, 
and brought from Newton with great joy this year; nor did he, 
throughout the long courſe of his miniſtry, forfeit the good opi- 
nion at firſt entertained of him. His placid diſpoſition and hum- 
ble deportment won the affections of the differing parties among 
his people, and conciliated their j jarring opinions ; by his plain ju- 
dicious diſcourſes, delivered with affeQionate energy, he drew their 
attention to the practical duties of religion, and thus preſerved a 
numerous congregation in harmony and peace. His tow circum- 


264 Verbal teſtimony, Mr. Wheeler's Regiſter and private MS. Pariſh Regiſter. 
265 Verbal teſtimony, Pariſh Regiſter. 


31 ſtances 
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itances in life obliged him to contract that beneficence his open 
liberal heart dictated ; yet there are ſome inſtances of his bounty 
and charity remembered, that would have honoured men of much 
greater fortune. He frequently viſited, and was happy in, the cot-. 
tages of the poor, and his company was courted by the rich. His 
converſation was facetious, entertaining, and ſenſible; and in the 
hour of diſtreſs, ſoothing and conſolatory. Upon the whole it may 
be truly ſaid, that no man ever lived in Tiverton more deſirous of 
promoting peace and good will amongſt men, or that hath been 
more univerſally and fincerely beloved. Under the weight of com- 
plicated diſorders, Mr. Weſtcott continued to officiate in the meet- 
ing-houſe when too weak to get into the pulpit z and ſometimes in 
ſuch pain, as drew tears from his numerous attendants. His dy- 
ing hours were filled with leſſons of piety; and he met the ap- 
proach of death with remarkable complacency the 5th of March; 
and was buried in St. Peter's church-yard the 8th of March, 
1765; aged 68; having officiated in this meeting-houſe upwards 
of 40 years. His funeral ſermon was preached by Mr. J. Kiddell 
the following Sunday, to ſo crowded an audience, that it was judged 
Yneceſſary to ſupport the galleries with many additional props. 
Mr. Weſtcott publiſhed a Thankſgiving Sermon for the Peace, 
in the year 1749 ; and a volume of Sermons on various uſeful ſub- 
JeAs, in 1762. 

The miniſters that occafionally officiated in this houſe after his 
death, fomented ſuch diviſions among the members of the congre- 
gation, as occaſioned great uneaſineſs and trouble to his ſucceſſor. 
1765. Jonx FoLLETT, born at Ilfracombe in 1743, and edu- 
cated in the academy at Daventry, under the tuition of Dr. Aſh- 
worth, came firſt to Tiverton in September, 1765 ; was ordained 
paſtor of this congregation the 14th of November, 1766; and 
continues to officiate with general approbation to a numerous 
audience. 


THE 
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Tux BAPTIST's MEETING-HOUSE, 


SITUATED on the north fide of Newport-ſtreet, tho' ſmall, 
is the moſt regular and beſt adapted place for public worſhip of 
any in Tiverton ; it is a neat brick building, with an arched ceil- 
ing, having many windows, oblong, circular, and oval, ſuitably 
diſpoſed to have a pleaſing effect. It meaſures within 443 feet 
long, 261 wide, and the walls 212 feet high. The pulpit is againſt 
the north wall, under an oval, and between two oblong windows : 
before it is an incloſure for the communion table; under which 
is the 255 baptiſtery, a ciſtern filled with water by means of lead 
pipes from the town leat in the ſtreet ; and at the north-eaſt and 
north-weſt corners of the houſe a ſmall room, with a fire place, 
convenient for changing dreſs. The ſeats, of deal, are plain, 
but regular, and fufficient to accommodate about 250 people, 
including the gallery againſt the fouth wall, the front cf the houſe, 
in which are windows exactly correſponding with thoſe in the 
north wall, and a large entrance. In front of the houſe is a ſmall 
incloſed court, having two door-ways in the brick wall towards 
the ſtreet. 

The building of this houſe commenced gth Mareh, 1730, and 
was completely finiſhed in November, 1732, by voluntary ſub- 
ſcriptions. 

The out-works of the 1 of the caſtle 2 extended to 
this ſpot; on the ruins of which ſtood an old houſe, appropriated 
to like public worſhip with this ſtructure, and ſuppoſed to have 
been firſt opened for public divine ſervice in 1687. 

The appellation of Baptiſts, and Particular Baptiſts, was given 
to the ſect originally aſſembling for ſocial worſhip in that houſe : 


266 A very convenient place for baptiſing adult perſons by immerſion. 
| 267 Information collected from private MSS. 
312 whoſe 
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whoſe doctrines were formed on the principles of Calviniſm, and 
ſuch are the prevailing opinions of this ſect at preſent, very fimilar 
to the articles of religion in the eſtabliſhed church, except the 
20th, 34th, 35th, and 36th. The public worſhip is conducted by the 
minifter alone, on Trinitarian principles, and by extempore prayer. 
They were particularly diſtinguiſhed from other ſects by the pro- 
feſfion and practice of baptiſing adult perſons by immerſion, which 
they yet profeſs and practiſe, in conformity, they obſerve, to the 
precept and example of 26 Jeſus Chriſt. In ſome other reſpects, 
the internal diſcipline of this community *% reſembles that of the 


original Independents ; but the members are connected with other 
270 baptized churches of like ſentiments in the Welt or England, 
by general meetings and annual aſſociations. | Ser: 


i 


268 They profeſs to acknowledge, like all other diſſenters from the eſtabliſhment, 
no other. authority in matters of religion than that of Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles ; to 
admit no other doctrines than thoſe contained in the Chriſtian ſcriptures ; nor to be 
guided in the internal government of their ſociety by any tenets put what are deducible 
therefrom. 


269 Particularly in requiring, as terms of admiſſion to baptiſm and Chriſtian commu- 
nion, the giving in their experience publicly before the members of the community. 
See Part V. note 262.— The conſiſtency of ſuch requiſition with the profeſſion deſcribed 
in the note above, deſerves perhaps the ſerzous e of all ene 212 


270 The Baptiſts, general and particular, do not admit Guiakliog.t to be e Chriſtian bap- 
tiſm, nor infants to be fit ſubjects of it, either from the authority of the New Teſtament, 
which they judge neceſſary for every ordinance in the church, or from any natural ten- 
dency to promote a uſeful religious purpoſe, and think the practice a corruption of 
Chriſtianity, of very ſuperſtitious tendency; but that Chriſtian baptiſm, as performed 
by the apoſtles on adult perſons by immerſion, is an inſtitution (they ſay) like that 
of the Lord's ſupper, admirably adapted to impreſs the mind with the important doc- 
trines and moral obligations of the goſpel, ſtrictly enjoined and ſubmitted to by Chriſt 


himſelf, and conſtantly practiſed (they alledge) in the firſt and om ages of the Chriſ- 
tian church. 


SS: It 
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It appears by ſome private manuſcripts, that at the early meet- 
ings of this 1 ſect, when the penal ſtatutes for non-conformity 
were in being, the public ſervice was ſeldom conducted by any 
particularly appointed miniſter, but by ſome of the elder members 
of the ſociety, till the liberty granted by King James's declaration ; 
when we find 

1687. Roctr HALDANBY appointed paſtor, who came from 
Ireland, and' appears to have been much eſteemed. He officiated 
in the above old houſe about two years, when he went to Ply- 
mouth, and the public ſervice was again conducted by the elder 
members, and chiefly by 


1690. TRISTRAM TREWREN, a poor tradeſman in Tiverton, 


of reputable character. He generally officiated till the appoint- | 


ment of 

1691. RICHARD TIDMARSH, who came from Oxford, and 
was ordained paſtor of the congregation in November, this year. 
During his miniſtry many of the elders were appointed affiſtant 
preachers, particularly 

1794. WILLIAM v BowER, who appears to have been a per- 
ſon engaged alſo in ſome bufineſs in the town: The pub!:: ſervice 
was conducted by him, and ſome others in like circumſtances, till 
the year 

1714. JAMES SAMPSON was choſen and ordained paſtor of 
this congregation, and officiated 14 years. He appears to have 
been a ſenſible man and a good preacher ; but having adopted reli- 


271 Tt was the peculiar misfortune of this ſet not only to have been obnoxious to 
the Epiſcopalians for their non-conformity, and to have ſuffered much on that account, 


but to have been irjuriouſly treated by each of the other ſects, and partially repreſented 
in their writings. 


' 274 Mr. Bower is charged in the ſubſidy rats for 17% a * tax of 20s.; on 
what account I cannot diſcover. 


gious 


—— 22 — — 
* * 
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gious opinions different from the leading principles of his flock, 
they ſeparated, and Mr. Sampſon preached in the meeting-houſe, 
Back-lane, Weſtex, ſeveral years, to which place he was followed 
by many of the congregation, who attended him to the time he 
left Tiverton, in 1737, the ſame year in which he died an his 
voyage to London. Thoſe that remained in the old houſe were 
ſerved by occaſional miniſters for ſome time, but chiefly by 

1728. WILLIAM FoorT, who came from Plymouth, and offi- 
ciated in the old houſe about two years; during which time he 
was much employed in raiſing ſubſcriptions to build the new 
houſe. Whilſt that work was onward, the meeting was held in 
the dwelling-houſe of Mr. Thomas Dunsford, ſerge-maker, in 
Bampton-ſtreet, which was licenſed for that purpoſe. Mr. Foot 
left Tiverton before the new houſe was finiſhed. His religious 
opinions were judged diſſonant from the doctrines of this ſect; he 
exchanged therefore with the miniſter of the Baptiſt ſociety in 
Moreton, where he reſided ſome time: afterwards went to Briſtol ; 
_ officiated in a {mall meeting-houſe there, to a ſociety of 273 General 
Baptiſts ; and opened a grammar-ſchool on St. Michael's Hill, in 
which ſtation he was very ſucceſsful, and his ſchool in high repu- 
tation. His irreproachable manners and judicious conduct ob- 
tained general veneration ; and his death, a few years ſince, was 
accounted a public loſs. 

1731. HENRY TERRY, born at Banbury, in Oxfordſhire, in 
1696 ; came from Moretonhampſtead, in exchange for Mr. Foot, 
this year; and was ordained paſtor of this congregation the 25th 
of January, 1733. His religious ſentiments were in uniſon with 


273 The General Baptiſts are diſtinguiſhed from the ſect here deſcribed by their ex- 
ploding the doctrines of Calviniſm, requiring no terms of admiſſion to baptiſm and 
Chriſtian communion but thoſe preſcribed by the Chriſtian ſcriptures, viz. a profeſſion 
of the ſincere belief that Jeſus Chriſt was the ſon of God, and conducting their public 
ſervice on Unitarian principles, 

thoſe 


PaxrV. ANTIQUITIES, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, &c. 479 


thoſe of his people in general, In common life he was facetious 
and good tempered, generous and hoſpitable to the extent of his 
circumſtances, and loved ſociety. Though cloſely attached to his 
own opinions, political and religious, there were ſome inſtances 
of liberality in his conduct, which ſhewed a 274 greatneſs of mind 
beyond expectation. Mr. Terry officiated in this meeting-houſe 
about 28 years; died ſuddenly of the gout the 18th of December, 


and was buried in St. Peter's church-yard the 22d of December, 


1759; aged 63 years. 

1760. THoMas LEWIS, native of Wales, ſucceeded Mr. Terry, 
and was ordained the 24th of September this year. He ſerved the 
congregation about five years; when, at the invitation of the Par- 
ticular Baptiſts ſociety in Exon, he left this place in 1765, and 
was elected paſtor of that meeting. Two years after Mr. Lewis's 
departure, this congregation was ſerved by occaſional miniſters from 
other places, and by ſeveral candidates. 

1767. DANIEL SPRAGUE, born at Exmouth, in 1745, and 
educated at the academy in Briſtol, under the care of Mr. Evans, 
was choſen Miniſter this year, ordained ' paſtor of the congregation 


the 12th of July, 1769, and continues to officiate with n ſa- 
tisfaction to his audience. 


— — . — 


PETER-STREET MEETING-HOUSE. 
THIS houſe is ſituated about the middle of the weſt ſide of 
Peter-ſtreet, 37 feet long within, 284 feet wide, and 173 feet high ; 


274 When ſummoned at the court of this liberty to ſubſcribe the 35 articles of reli- 
gion the law required, Mr. Terry refuſed to ſubſcribe them, though conſonant to his 
own ſentiments, becauſe he would not be the means of abridging the religious liberty 


of other diſſenting miniſters in Tiverton, who could not conſcientiouſly ſubſcribe the 
articles the law required of them, 


lately 
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lately almoſt rebuilt, at the expence of Mr, John Holmes, many 
years a reputable merchant of Exon ; and the ſervice now ſup- 
ported by him, conducted by miniſters from various places, chiefly 
of the Calviniſt perſuaſion, or Methodiſts, for the inſtruction of 
any, people that chuſe to attend on "pos evenings, and ſome- 
times on Thurſday evenings. 

This houſe was originally built for part of the congregation on 
the ſteps, which ſeparated from thence under the direction of Mr. 
275 John Moore, a ſenſible and learned man, about the year 1700, 
who preached firſt to this ſeparated people in the meeting-houſe, 
Back-lane, Weſtex, and afterwards in this houſe many years : he 
alſo kept an academy in the ſame ſtreet, and was much reſpected in 
Tiverton. At his death, in 1736, it became. a pound-houſe for 
cyder, &c. afterwards a theatre for ſtrolling players ; in which 


employ it continued occaſionally till bought and rebuilt by Mr. 
Holmes, in the year 1781. | 


Tur METHODISTS 
HAVE a room behind the houſes on the eaſt fide of Peter- ſtreet, 


well contrived out of ſome poor dwellings, for their public meet- 
ings and other religious exerciſes, and firſt opened for thoſe purpoſes 
in 1752. This ſociety. was firſt formed in Tiverton by s John 


Weſley, 


275 See the elegant Latin inſcription on his monumental ſtone in St. Peter's church. 


276 John Weſley was born in 1703. When about ſix years eld he was preſerved 
in a remarkable manner from a fire, which burnt his father's houſe to the ground, 
being taken out of a window by one man getting upon the ſhoulders of another not a 
minute before the roof fell in. This incident explains a certain device in ſome of the 
earlier prints of Mr, Weſley, viz, a houſe in flames, with this motto, Is he not a 


. brand 
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Weſley, about the year *77 1750; and the preachers are now in his 
connection, whoſe doctrines are compounded of 28s Arminianiſm 
and Calviniſm: divine worſhip conducted on Trinitarian principles, 
by extempore prayer; and their preaching alſo apparently ex- 
tempore. 

The plan of this ſociety is peculiar: ſuch attendants as deſire it, 
and profeſs a good converſation, are admitted, without reſpect to 
particular diſputable ſentiments, and are not required to leave their 
former congregations, but to continue, and behave themſelves as 
becometh Chriſtians ; thus the ſociety of Methodiſts is compoſed 
of the members of many other Chriſtian ſocieties. Their public 
*preachings and private meetings are at ſuch times on Sundays as 
do not interfere with the regular 7 hours of worſhip in other 
congregations, profeſſedly with the deſign of being uſeful to per- 
ſons of all denominations ; and their preachings and ſociety meet- 
ings in the, week, at times that interfere as little as poſſible with 


brand plucked out of the burning!“ a device ſuppoſed by many to be merely emble- 
matical of his ſpiritual deliverance, which might indeed be a ſecondary formed on this 
incident, the primary meaning of it. 

Mr. Weſley hath been a man of ſingular abilities. In the early part of life he dif- 
covered an elegant turn for poetry ; and ſome of his gayer pieces in this line are proofs 
of a lively fancy and good claſſical taſte. See the 20th number of Bibliotheca Topo- 
graphica Britannica.—At the age of 87 he is fill active and chearful, and faid to be an 
excellent companion. 


277 See Part IV. dates 1750 and 1751; notes 158, 159, 162, and 163. 


278 See Mr. Weſley's Arminian Magazine, where the Calviniſtic doctrines of parti- 
cular redemption, abſolute election and reprobation, and indubitable final perſeverance, 
are exploded ; but thoſe of the Trinity, the fall of man, full atonement of the death of 
Chriſt, juſtification by faith, the new birth, &c. are rerained ; and this latter generally 
made the fundamental principle of their preachings. 


279 On Sundays their morning fervice is. ended before ten ; the evening ſervice be- 
Zins at five: at mid-day between one and two. Their meetings in the week are uſually 
before ſix in the morning, or begin at ſeven in the evening. 


3K the 


—— a 
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the uſual hours of buſineſs. The preacher frequently meets the 
members of the ſociety for half an hour after evening ſervice, to 
inſtruc, reprove, W or exhort them, as he may think ex- 
pedient. 

This ſociety, like others in the ſame connection, is divided into 
claſſes, about twelve perſons in each; one of them is ſtiled the 
Leader, who is to meet his claſs once in the week, in religious ex- 
erciſes, and to collect of each perſon *5? one penny, to ſupport 
the general expence of the connection, or for the relief of poor 
members: he is alſo to become acquainted with the character 
and conduct of thoſe of his claſs, to inform the preacher of any of 
the claſs diſorderly in their lives, that ſuch may be reproved, ad- 
- moniſhed, or even excluded, if they we to reform after proper 
time of trial. 

Their preachers are diſtinguiſhed into itinerant and local. The 
itinerant is 25 employed every day throughout the year, at any part 
of the kingdom, in the circuit appointed him by Mr. Weſley and 
his preachers at their annual conference: himſelf and horſe are 
maintained by the ſeveral ſocieties, and a falary of 121, per annum 
paid him to provide himſelf decent cloathing. 

I The local preacher is reſident in one place, except ſerving o OCCa- 
ſionally in his vicinity, and receives no pay or reward for his la- 
bour. | 

1751. WILLIAM RoBaRTs was this year appointed the local 
preacher to the ſociety of Methodiſts in Tiverton, which he has 


280 A good regulation for the ſure ſupport of any religious ſociety dependent on vo- 
luntary ſubſcription. 


28 However injurious to ſome well-diſpoſed minds the preachings of the Methodiſts 
| have been judged, there are certainly many inſtances of diſſolute, thoughtleſs, profane, 
and profligate characters reclaimed, reformed, and made more uſeful members of ſociety 
by them. 


regularly 
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regularly ſerved about 40 years; and continues to officiate in the 
houſe above deſcribed with general ſatisfaction to the members of 


this ſociety, and other Methodiſts that occaſionally meet there, 


by whom he is much eſteemed. Mr. Robarts communicated ſome 
of the particulars here given of this peculiar religious community. 


Tus FREE MASONS 


HAVE a lodge at the Angel Inn, ſuitably decorated : it was 
eſtabliſhed the ad of November, 1767, at the Vine Tavern, in 
Gold- ſtreet, by the name of All Souls Lodge in St. John's Hall, 
and conſiſted then of 6 brothers; at preſent there are 17 members. 
The myſteries of this ſociety, and the private ſigns by which the 
brethren are diſtinguiſhed, are known, it is ſuppoſed, only to 
themſelves, The maſonic inſtitution is ſaid to be promotive of 
friendſhip, ſociety, mutual aſſiſtance, and good fellowſhip. Archi- 
tecture, antient and modern, with all the proportions, form, it is 
iudged, the baſis, on which is erected a ſyſtem of ethics, by no 
means injurious to the peace and happineſs of mankind ; a com- 
prehenſive knowledge of this, as of all other ſciences, cannot be 
attained, it is ſaid, even by the brephres, without due enquiry and 
proper application. 


Further Biographical "Anecdotes. ; 
JOHN BLUNDELL, Gent. author of the Memoirs frequently 
referred to in this work, lived at the beginning of the preſent cen- 


tury in pert, of Colliprieſt-houſe. He was well known to ſome in- 
| 3K2 habitants 
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habitants of Tiverton now living, and deſcribed by them as a ſo- 
ber thoughtful man, who (having much leiſure) employed himſelf 
in collecting the particulars we have in a little duodecimo pamph- 
let, which he 252 wrote in a ſmall fiſhing-houſe on the banks of 
the river Lowman, below Colliprieſt-houſe ; it was printed at 
Exon in 1712, and fold for one ſhilling. The book is now be- 
come ſcarce, probably owing to the great fire in 1731. 

Mr. Blundell lived many years after, colle&ed ſome additional 
accounts of Tiverton, and publiſhed them by letters in Norris's 
Taunton Chronicle, July and September, 1726. 


WILLIAM HEWETT, a merchant of Tiverton, Church- 
warden in the year 1720, collected the Memoirs frequently referred 
to in this work, which he wrote very irregularly in a large folio 
| book; as alſo copies and extracts of many wills and deeds of the 
public benefactors. This manuſcript was happily preſerved at 
Tidcombe from the great fire in 1731, and is now in the poſſeſſion 
of Rev. John Newte, the preſent Rector. 


22 Prefixed to this little book is an encomium on the ſituation of Tiverton, in an 
obſolete ſtile, from which the following is extracted. 


Within this county's bowels lies a moor, | 
Of old call'd Ell Down ; from whoſe mountains roar 
Combined fountains ; which, without delay, 
Towards the ocean does their ſtreams diſplay ; 

And, as if overtired, make their graves 

Betwixt the northern and the ſouthern waves. 
Weſt, and beneath this diſmal foreſt, lies 

A fruitful vale, in form triangle wiſe ; 

Wherein ſtands Tiverton, whoſe glorious ſtate 

Has much been darken'd by the checks of fate ; 
But yet her abbies, and her mon'ment ſtories, 

Are ſtrong aſſerters of her ancient glories. —&c, &c, 


7 


WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM MATTHEWS, an ingenious mechanic, lived in 
Tiverton early in this century. Some curious mills were invented 
by. him for grinding malt; two of theſe were uſed in 21 Topſham 
in the year 1726, each of which would grind 12 buſhels in an hour, 
driven by an aſs going in a wheel. It would alſo pump water at 
15 feet diſtance from the place, and ſcreen malt at the fame time. 
Mr. Matthews poſſeſſed alſo great wit and humour, and his muſi- 
cal talents were very extraordinary; he would ſo play on a violin, 
accompanied with ſinging, that a perſon in a ſeparate room would 
think the muſic was produced by an organ; the compaſs of his 
:34 ſinging equalled the ſoft and high tones, and the Rn and full 
notes of that grand inſtrument. 

Mr. London, a merchant of Tiverton, is faid to have given him 
an ANNUITY of pol. for life. | 


ABRAHAM MOXEY, was * at Cheriton in 1703, and 
apprenticed i in Tiverton to one William Puddington, a weaver, in 
I717. Being thoughtful and well diſpoſed, he became early in 
life a member of the Baptiſt congregation in Newport-ſtreet, then 
under the miniſtry of James, Sampſon, to whoſe inſtructions he ac- 
knowledged himſelf much indebted, and ſeceded with him to the 
meeting-houſe in Back-lane, Weſtex, where, as was uſual in thoſe 
times, he preached occaſionally, particularly the day after the great 
fire in 1731. He was married about the year 1733, and lived re- 
putably, by manual labour, many years, being remarkably diligent 
in his *5 employ, and (under the habitual influence of rational 

ß Tn 1-09} 

ug See Norris's Taunton Chronicle of ,gth September, 1726. 

234 The account of his curious ſinging I had from a living ear-witneſs, 


285 He was regularly employed by the author of this work, "ho 3 converſed 
with him, witneſſed the labour and pain he endured, and obſerved his earneſt attention 
to the acquiſition of knowledge and further improvement; whilſt at work, ſome ulefui 

5 book 
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piety) ſtudiouſly attentive to all the duties of his low ſtation in 
life, Earneſt in his enquiries after truth, to regulate his conduct, 
he read impartially every work his low: circumſtances and fituation 
would enable him to purchaſe or borrow, that had any apparent 
tendency to enlighten and improve his mind, and tlius founded his 
religious opinions on a baſis not eaſily to be ſhaken. He not only 
carefully read the works of Clarke, Hoadly, Foſter, and many 
other eminent divines of different ſects, but alſo the writings of 
Bolingbroke, Shafteſbury; Hobbes, &c. all which he 23s compared 
with the Chriſtian ſcriptures, and learned to value the New Teſ- 
tament from a full. conviction of its ſuperior claims to animate his 
virtue, and more excellent precepts to direct his life. In the ob- 
ſcurity of poverty, and under the preſſure of a moſt painful diſor- 
der, this good man firmly purſued the paths of rectitude, enjoying 
little external comfort beſides the filial aſſiduities of an only daugh- 
ter. When his labour was almoſt at an end, the hand of Provi- 
dence remarkably interfered for his creditable ſupport. His daugh- 
ter married a relation, Clerk to the Receivers General at Exon, 


to which place Mr. Moxey accompanied her, and became very 
uſeful in training up her children to wiſdom and virtue, his ter- 


rible diſorder of the ſtone and gravel ran him incapable of 
any active OT 


5 1 
z 41! o 


book was generally open before him : une = meekneſs adorned his converſation 


which was chiefly on important ſubje&s; and few w perſons * his OY without 
receiving ſome beneficial impreſſions, — | 


- 286 Religion's ſchool ſtands open. Hark ſhe bids us look, . 
Whilſt ſhe unfolds her double book— 
Sod's word and Nature's law: 
Theſe two, ſays ſhe, all truth contain, 
And each the other beſt explain: | 
Who reads but ane may falſe concluſions draw; . 
But who compares them both ne'er miſſes in the main,” 


On 
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On the 5th of September, 1783, about fix in the morning, he 
was ſeized with the palſy in the midſt of his devotions, and ſunk 
to death in the 81ſt year of his age, with that book in his hand 
which had been the conſtant guide and animating comfort of his 


life. 


END OF PART V. 
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r 
COPIES AND EXTRACTS OF ORIGINAL PAPERS AND RECORDS. 


No. 1. 


Firſt * Charter of * Tythes in England. 


I ETHELWULPH, 3 by the grace of God, King of the Weſt Saxons, &c. with 
the advice of the Biſhops, Earls, and all other perſons of diſtinction in my domi- 


nions, have, for the health of my ſoul, the good of my people, and the proſperity of my 
kingdom, taken the prudent and ſerviceable reſolution of granting the tenth part of the 
lands throughout my whole kingdom to the church, and miniſters of religion, to be en- 


1 Rapin's Hiſtory of England. 


2 Tythes, by which the clergy are now legally maintained, took place very gradually, and were fiſt 
given voluntarily, ſometimes to the poor and ſometimes to the church, at the pleaſure of the donor, By 

degrees, however, the clergy excluded the poor, and appropriated all the tythes to themſelves ; and 
about A. D. 600, tythes, from being eſtabliſhed as a cuſtom, became, in ſome inſtances, legal rights, 
becauſe many eftates were bequeathed with an obligation to pay tythes to particular churches, When 
tythes were left to diſtant churches, the prieſts of the pariſh in which the eſtate lay uſed to complain; 
and at length (but ſo late as the reign of our King John) the Pope made a law, that all tythes ſhould 
be paid to pariſh prieſts ; and after ſome time they were levied by law in all pariſhes, without exception, 


Praeſiley*s fixth Letter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham. 


3 Ethelwv1ph's bigotry and devotion to the court of Rome was ſo great, that he reſolved to go thi- 
ther to receive the Pope's benediction; nor could the dangerous ſityation of his kingdom, threatened 
hourly with freſh invaſions from the Danes, divert him from his intention; his enthuſiaſm effaced every 
humane impreſſion from his mind; the danger his ſubjects would be expoſed to in his abſence was to 
him but a ſecondary conſideration ; he was reſolved to go, and he ſet out without even nominating a 
regency to act in his abſence. | | 
Duting his ſtay at Rome he viſited every ſhrine, and paid his devotions to every relick, omitting no 
religious ceremony that could feed his ſuperſtition, and obliged himſelf to remit to Rome a yearly tri- 
bute of 300 marks. 


Joycd 
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joyed by them, with all the privileges of a free tenure, and diſcharged from all ſervices 

due to the crown, and other 4 incumbrances incident to lay fees, 

This grant hath been made by us to the church in honour of Jeſus Chriſt, the Bleſſed 

4 Virgin, and all Saints; and out of regard to the Paſcal ſolemnity; and that Almighty 
God might vouchſafe his bleſſing to us, and our poſterity. 

Dated at the palace of Wilton, in the year 854, indiction the ſecond, at the feaſt of 

Eaſter, 


No. 2. 


Extract from i Domeſday Book. 


DEVENESCIRE. 
wo ah. | | Terra 2 Regis, 


W | > 38 Tavvetone, 3 T. R. E. geldb. p. dimid. v tra. Tra. é xxx car. In 
dnio. ſt. iy car. & iii ſerui, & xxx uills. & xxviij bord. cu. xxvij car. Ibi xl ac. pti, 
& Vac. paſture, & xl ac, ſiluæ, & xxx ac. ſiluæ minutz, Redd, xv lib. ad penſu. 


” 


4 Anciently the maintenance of the poor was chiefly an eccleſiaſtical concern : a fourth part of the 
tythes in every pariſh was ſer apart for that purpoſe. The miniſter, under the biſhop, had the principal 
| direction in the diſpoſal thereof, aſſiſted by the church-wardens, and other principal inhabitants. Hence 
naturally became eſtabliſhed the parochial ſettlement. Afterwards, when the tythes of many of the 
pariſhes became appropriated to the monaſteries, thoſe ſocieties had ſome ſhare likewiſe (by reaſon of 
the ſaid tythes, and other donations for that purpoſe) in the relief of the poor, and the reſt was made 
up by voluntary contributions. By the ſtatute of 27 H. VIII. c. 25, the church-wardens, or two other 
iuhabitants of every pariſh, were to make collections for the poor on Sundays, By the 5 & 6 Ed. VI. 
c. 2, the miniſter and church-wardens were annually to appoint'two able perſons, or more, to be ga- 
therers and collectors of alms for the poor. By the 5 El. c. 3, pariſhioners were to chuſe the ſaid col- 
leftors and gatherers for the poor. By the 14 El. c. 5, the juſtices were to appoint collectors for the 
poor within every pariſh; and were alſo to appoint the overſeers of the poor, whoſe office was nearly the 
ſame as it is at preſent, except only for collecting the money, which was done by the aforeſaid gatherers 
or collectors. 


———— ——ũ— — - — 
_ 


' Burn's Juſtice, 


| 1 From Dom Boc, a name given by the Saxons to all books of laws and conſtitutions. 


L 2 An exact copy from the original manuſcript, by the keeper of it in the Chapter-bouſe, Weſtminſter 


3 Tavyetone, the land of King Edward the Confeſſor. ” 
TAC 
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Hxc ſubſequentia 4 Maneria tenuit Ghida Mat. Heraldi (comitis) Tavetone, Fo. 100 b. 
T. N. E. geldb. P- iii hid. & una v træ. Tra. El car. In dnio. ſt. vii car. & xi col. 2. 
ſerui, & ! uilli. & xxx bord. cu. xxxvi car. Ibi Ix ac. pti. paſtura 1ijj leu. Ig. & iijj leu. 
lat. Silua ii leu. Ig. & ii lat. Redd. xlviij lib. ad penſum. Huic vj adiacet 5 Aiſſe. 


ULFRIC teneb. T. R. E. p. maner. & gelb. p. una v træ & dimid. Tra. 6 / car 
Has hnt. ibi vi uilli cu. i ſeruo. Ibi x ac. pti. & vili ae. paſture, Valet xxx ſolid. 
H. eſt occupata in ſupdido vj T. Willi. R. 


xliiij. Terra Oſberni de 6 Salceid. Fo. 116 b. 


OsBerNus de Salceid ten. de rege Patford Godric teneb, T. R. E. & geldb. p. „s. 
una v tre, Tra é v car. Ibi vi uilli. cu. i ſeruo hnt. i car. Ibi xii ac. pti. & xx 
ac, paſturæ. Olim & modo val. xx ſolid. in Tauetone Maner. regis. H. tra. debet 
p. annu. de c. ſuetud. ant. i boue. aut xxx denar. | 


li. Terre 7 Servientium Regis. ek; 
8 WiLLELM. hoſtiarius ten. de rege Tavelande Godric teneb. T. R. E. & geldb. 
p- una v trz. Tra. é iij car. In dnio. e. i car. & ii ſerui, & ij uilli. cu. i car, & 
dim. 


4 Theſe following manors held by Ghida, or Goda, count or carl, under K. Edward the Confeſſor. 


s Vlfric held ſome of the lands of King Edward near the Aiſle, Iſca, or Exe, part of the ſame manor. 


6 Land belonging to "OY Edward of the wanor of T avetone, held N18 Oſbern de an under 
Earl Godric. * a 


Lands called Tavgande, part of the ſame manor, held by the ſervants or vaſſals of King W illiam, 
that had heen held by Godric under King Edward, 


2 The number and names of all the tenants in capite'in the evtidey WP Devon, when the ſurvey of | 
lands deſcribed in Domeſday Book was made, by Wee of William the Ro _ from * 
original manuſcript. | F 


1, Rex Willielmus 13. Church of the Holy run of 25. Walter 
2. Biſhop of Exeter | Caen | 26, Goſcelmus 
3+ Biſhop of Conſtance | 14. Earl Hugh © 217. Richard Fibus Gilberti Comitis . 
4+ Church of Glaſtonbury 15. Earl Moreton 28. Roger de Buſli np 
5. Church of; Tayiſiock; “ 256. Baldwin Sheriff 2059. Robert de Albematle 
6. Church of Buckfeſtn , 27. judhell de Totneſs 30. Robert Baſtard 116591 114 4 
7. Church of Hortinae .... 28. William de Mohun 31. Richard Filius Turoldi ir 
3. Church of — 19. William Chievrre 37 · \Radulfys e de Limpſi, F 
9. Church of Battle 20. William de Faleiſe 33. Radulfus Pagerel | 
10. Church of Our Lady at Rouen 21. William de Poilgi 34. Radulfus de Felgeres 
11» Church of the Mount of St. 22. William de Ow 35+ Radulfus de Pome Rei 
Michael 23, Walter de Doual 36. Ruald Adobed 
12. Edorch of St. Stephen at Caen 24. Walter de Clavile 37. Tetbaldus Filius Bernerii 
38. Turſtin 
3 M 
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48, Torſtia Filius Rolf 44. Oſbern de Salceid 30. Fulcherus 


of all orders of freemen, from barons down to the loweſt farmers, to give in upon oath to the commiſ- 
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dim. Ibi viij ac. pti. & 1 ac. paſturz, & x ac. filuz. Olim. x fol. modo ual. xx ſolid. 
Hoc vj deb. p. c. ſuetud. in Tavetone vj regis aut i boue. aut xxx den, 9 


39. Alured de Iſpania 45. Uxor Hervey de Helion _ $1, Haimericus 

40. Alured Brito 46. Giroldus the Chaplain $3. Willelmus, and other Servants ot 
41. Anſgerus 47. Girardus the King 

42, Alulfus 48. Gode Boldus 53. Colvin, and other Thains of th: 
43- Odo Filius Gamelin 49- Nicholaus Baliſtarius | King 


9 Domeſday Book, now remaining at the Chapter-houſe at Weſtminſter, and latel y printed, was begun 
by order of William the Conqueror, with the advice of his parliament, conformable to a plan of King 
Aifred in his book of ſurvey, which was extant at Weſtminſter at the coming in of the Conqueror, but 
is ſince loſt, This book was begun in the year of our Lord 1050, and compleated in the year 1056. 
Commiſſoners were ſent into every county, and juries ſummoned and impannelled in each hundied out 


ſionets, by verdict or preſentment, due information, for the faithful and impartial execution of it. 
Theſe inquiſitions being taken, they were ſent up to Wincheſter, and the ſubſtance of them was af. 
terwards methodized, and formed into the record we now call Domeſday, and depoſited at the King's 
exchequer. The deſcription is generally thus 
After the liſt of the tenants, the manors and poſſeſſions themſelves which belong to the King, and alſo 
to each owner throughout the whole county, whether they lie in the _ of different bundreds, are 
collected together and minutely noted, with their under-tenants, 
How many hides, or carucates, the land is gelded or taxed at? whoſe it was in the time of King 
Edward? who the preſent owner and ſub-tenants ? what and how much arable land, meadow, paſture, 
and wood, there is? how much in demeſne, how much in tenancy, and what number of ploughs it will 
keep? what mills and fiſhings > how many freemen, ſockmen, coliberti, coratii, bordar ih, radmanni, 
radcheniſtres, villans, maid ſervants, and bondmen, there are? in ſome counties, what young cattle, 
ſheep, working horſes, &c. are upon the land? and how many hogs the woeds ſupport ? 
The making this ſurvey was a great deſign in the Conqueror; and it is plain he conſidered the Sniſh- 
ing of it is as an event of great importance ; a charter granted by him ſoon after having this remark- 
able date . Poſt deſcriptionem totius Angliz.” : 
| Keltram's Domeſday Book illuſtrated. 
I have given no tranſlation of this extract, from the great difficulty of having it done with truth ard 
e xactneſs; it muſt the efore be left to the curious reader to ſeek an explanation of it, which, on in- 
quiry, I believe he will find conſiſtent with the above deſcription of that famous book. | 
The orthography of places in Domeſday Book frequently varies from what we find them deſcribed 
by in records ſoon after the Conqueſt, and their preſent appellation ; ſo thay it is often with difficulty 
the real places can be made out; but the keeper of it affured me, that the extract above, and which I 
ſaw in the book, wholly related to the hundred of Tiverton, 
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No. 3. 


Origmal Letters, 


Written during the reigns of Hen. VI. Edward IV. and Rich. III. by perſons of rank 
or conſequence z containing ſome curious anecdotes relating to thoſe times: copied 
from the 2d edition of them, publiſhed in 1787 and 1789, by John Fenn, Eſq. 
M. A. and F. A. 8. 


1 LR E. 27, Vol. I. Hen. VI. 


To my right worſhipful Maift” John Paſton at Norwiche be yis delyured. 


PLEASE it your Maiſterſhip to wete. 

Here be many m*vaylous tales of thynggs that ſhall falle yis next moneth as it is ſeyd 
for it is talked yat oon Dokto* Grene a Preeſt hath kalked and reporteth yat before 
Seynt Andreu day next comyng ſhall be ye gretteſt bataill y* was ſith ye bataill of 
2 Shrewiſbury and it ſhall falle bytwene ye biſhoppes Inne of Saleſbury and Weſtme. 
Barres and y*e ſhall deye vy Lords whereof iy ſhuld be Biſhoppes althis and meche 
more is talked and rep'ted I truſt to God it ſhall not falle fo! 

Alſo yr. is gret varyance bytwene ye Erll of 3 Devenſhire and the Lord 4 Bonvyle 
as hath be many day and meche debat is like to growe y*by for on thurſday at nyght laſt 
paſſed ye Erll of 5 Denſhyres Sone and heir come wi. lx men of Armes to 6 Radfords 


—— 


1 This letter ſeems to bave been written on the 28th of Od ober, 1455, as from the latter part of it 
(though imperfeA) it aypears thar the King was at Hertford, reported to be ſick again, and under the di- 
reftion of the Lords of York, Warwick, aud Saliſbury, &c. All which agrees with our hiſtorical ac» 
counts of this period, 


2 The batile of Shrewſbury was fought on the 22d of Fulv, f 403, 4 Hen. IV. the Percies being the 
leaders of the male - contents, who were routed by the King's army. 

The predidtions however of Dr. Grene were not fulfilled ; but prophecies, in this eredulous age, had 
great influence over the minds of the people; and there having been already ſome civil conteſts, they 
were eabily, induced to believe, that others might be fore ſeen and foretold. | 


9 Thomas Counctay, Earl of Devonſhire, was beheaded by order of Edward IV. immediately aſter 
the battle of Towton, in 1461. 


4 William Bonvile was created Lord Bonvile in 2449 ; and was beheaded, by order of Queen Mar- 
garet, after the batile at Baroard's Heath, near St, Alban's, in February, 1460-1, though he bad Qaid 
with Hen, VI, on a promiſe of ſafety. 


5 Thomas Courtenay, ſon and heir of Thomas Courtenay, Earl of Devonſhire, was beheaded very 
ſoon after bis father, in 1461. 


6 Nicholas Radford was an eminent lawyer, and rebded at Poghill, near Kyrton, 


place 
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place in Devenſhire whiche was of counceil w*. my Lord Bonvyle and they ſette an 
hous on fyer at Radfords gate and cryed and mad an noyſe as though they had be forry 
for ye fyer, and by that cauſe Radfords men ſet opyn ye gats and yede owt to ſe the fyer 
and for w*. therll ſone foreſeid entred into ye place and i treted 7 Radford to come 
down of his chambre to ſpke w*. them p'myttyng him that he ſhuld no bodyly harm 
have up on whiche p'myſſe he come down and ſpak wi. ye ſaid £rll ſone. 

In ye mene tyme his menye robbe his-chambre and ryfled his 8 huches and truſſed 
ſuyche as they coude gete to gydder and caryed it away on his own hors. 

Thanne yerll Sone ſeid, Radford thou muſt come to my Lord my Fadir, he ſeid he 
wold and bad oon of his men make redy his hors to cide wi. hem whiche anſwerd hym 
yr. alle his hors wern take awey, thanne he ſeid to yerll fone S* yot men have robbed 
my chambre and thei have myn hors y*. I may not ride w* you to my Lord yo. fadir, 
wherfor I p'y you lete me ride for I am old and may not go. 

It was anſwerid hym ageyn yat he ſhuld walke forth w*. them on his feete and fo he 
dede till he was a flyte 9 ſhote or more from his place and yanne he was 10 
ſoftly for cawſe he myght not go faſt and whanne yei were thus dep'ted he t'ned . 
don forw*. come ix men ageyn upon hym and ſmot hym in the hed and fellid . ...., 
of them kyt his throte. 

This was told to my Lord Chaunceler yis fornoon In haſt at London on Seint 


Simon day and Jude. | 
London Your poer 
Tueſday, 28* of October, James 1 GRESHANM. 


1455, 34 Hen. 6. 


7 We ſee in this letter a ſlrong and diabolical inſlance of party fury: an old and inrfim man is, m the 
night, by a flratagem, enticed to open his gates; bis place is robbed and plundered; and himſelf, after 
various ill treatment, is moſt cruelly murdered, by the dircQion of the ſon and heir of a nobleman, then 
at variance with Lord Bonvile, | | 


8 Huche, French, a coffer, or cheſt baodiog upon legs, 


9 A flight was 2 particular kind of arrow, called FleQa, in the Latin of the middle ages; See Ste 
vens's note on a paſſage in the brit ſcene of Shakeſpear's Much Ado about Nothing, 


10 Where the lines are ſupplied with " the ww letrer is impetfeR, from a ok hide decayed 
and torn off » a 1 f * bo 


11 J. G. ada Greſham, was a couſin of ]. vides and by ix and a * of his 3 
appears to have been a lawyer, as he often writes to him on law matters. $954 £49 

His ſeal has on it a graſshopper; a device afterwards borne by Sir Thomas Geben, the founder of 
the Royal Exchange, the vane on the top of which is a graſshopper, 


. - 
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Paxr VE, APPENDIX. 
1 Las. 1, Vol. I. Edw. IV. 
To my Maiſt John Paſton In haft. 


PLEASE you to knowe and wete of ſuche tydyngs as my Lady of York hath by a 
L're of Credens und* the ſigne manuel of oure ſou'ayn Lord King Edward whiche Ire 
cam un to oure ſayd Lady this ſame day 2 eſt'ne evyn at xj clok and was ſene and red 
be me Will'm Paſton fyrſt our ſou'ayn Lord hath wonne the feld and uppon the munday 
next aft* 3 Palme ſunday he was refs" in to York wt gret ſolempnyte and p'ceſſyons, 
and the mair and comons of the faid Cite mad ther menys to have g'ce be Lord 4 Mon- 
tagu, and Lord 5 Barenars which be for the Kyngs coming into the aid Cite deſyred 
hym of grace for ye ſaid Cite whiche g unted hem g'ce. 

On the Kyngs parte is ſlayn Lord 6 Fitz water and Lord 7 Scrop fore hurt John 
8 Stafford Horne of Kent ben ded and Umfrey 8 Stafford Wilm 9 Haſtyngs mad 
Knyghts with oy* Blont is knygth, &c, 


1. This letter gives a very curious and authentic account of the bloody battle of Towton (a village 
about ten miles 8. W. from York), fought on Palm-Sunday, the 2gth of March, 1461, within a month 
after Edward's poſſe ſſing bimſelf of the crown, and upon the fate of which, his future hopes of retaining 
it depended, | _* 

The faQs here related, are thoſe, le qt by the Kiog b bioſelf, to his bs Cecily, Dutcheſs, of Vork, 
widow of Richard, Duke of Vork, . to Ralph Neville, Earl of Wellmorland. 


2 Eifler - Eve was this year on the 4th of April. 

3 Palm-Sunday fell oo the 2gth of March. This account therefore hem the e King aid not arrive in 
London till fix days after the battle. TE / SiG 10.094 & - — 

4 Jobn Neville, Lord Montague, was, i 1471, created Earl of Northumberland; and 22 his reſignation 
of that title, i s 1 ge erh Ip tra in the 1 of man. in 1471, Wart * 
King Edward. 10. | S Abe 1 bf 11 + 10 wt 


5 Sir John Bourchier, Lord Barners, in the battle of St. Alban's, in 1450, 3 on ihe part, of 
Heary VI. but after the time, he and his family eſpouſed the cauſe of the Yotkiſts; He died in 1474. 


6 II does not appear from our baronages that there was at this time a Lord Eitzwalter; our hiſtorians 
however. mention ſuch a nobleman as commanding at Ferry-bridge-for Edward IV. where he was defeated: 
and killed a 0 n mo this battle; and this ener confiems the 8 ol 1 tile. 


| * P 
* I; 110% 1 IA \ * 


7 ka, Lord "SHIRE of Bolton, died 3 10 1404. bY :6© 29h vo bse 
8. John Stafford and Humpbry Stafford were both of the ſawily'of the Duke of Buckingham. | © 


9 William Haſtyogs was ſoon ofter created Lord Haſtings, and in 1483 beheaded, by the commend of 
Rickard III 
3N Un 


- —_-—— 
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AT cceſſion of Edwaid IV. 
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Un the c't'ry part is ded Lord 10 Clyfford. Lord *t Nevyle Lord 12 Welles Lord 
13 Wyllouby Anthony Lord 4 Scales Lord 1s Harry and be ſuppoſyng y* Erle of 
16 Northumb'land Andrew Trollop wi. many oy* gentyll and comons to y* nomb' of 
xx"), 11 : 
It'. Kyng Harry the Qwen the Prince *7 Duke of Som's' Duke of 18 Exet' Lord 
19 Roos be fledde into Scotteland and they be chaſed and folwed, &c. We ſend no er 
un to you be cauſe we had non c'tynges tyl now for un to y* day London was as ſory 
Cite as myght and becauſe >pord'uns. had no c'teyn tydyngs.we thought ye ſchud take 
them a worthe tyl more c'tayn. 

It” Thorp. Waterfeld is yeldyn as Spord'uns can telle you, and I'hu ſpede you we 
p'y you that this tydyngs my Moder may knowe. 


London, Saturday, Be your Brod”, 
Eaſter Eve, W. pas rox, 
4th April, 1461, 1 E. 4. Te T. PrAxrxzs. 


On a piece of paper pinned to the above letter is a liſt of the names of the noblemen 
and knights, and the number of ſoldiers ſlain at the above battle of Towton, as follow: 


10 John, Lord Clifford, killed at Ferry-bridge the day before the battle of Towton, was the man who 
baſely labbed Edmund, Earl of Rutland, immediately after the battle of Wakefield, in December, 1460. 


11 Joho, Lord Neville. 
12 Lionel, Lord Welles. 


13 Richard Welles, a ſon of Lord Welles, in 1455, was ſummoned az Lord * in right ol 
his wife, Joanna, beit of that you warrior Nr Lord | Willoughby. 


14 Anbony Widville, Lord Scales, was not killed in this: battle, but dead Earl River, 
and died in 1491. This nobleman and Lord Montagu muſt have been created Lords immediately onthe 


153 Lord Harry—Query ? Stafford, 


16 Henry Percy, Eatl of Northumberland, jointly commanded: with the n ne and was 
Men ſlaio, ae the age of 36 years. 


17 Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somerſet, Was hen priſoner at he battle of Henbam 3 in ue 1 be · 
headed by order of Edward IV. : 


18 Henry Holland, Duke. of Exeter, took ſanctuary at Wellmioſlcrakortbebattloof\Berpet; iv 1471 
went thence privately abroad, youre he lived in great poverty. 


19 Thomas, Lord Roos. | 
Comes 
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Comes Northumbr Millites 
Comes 206 Devon Sir Rauff. Gray 
Dn's de Beamũde vir Ric. Jeney 
Dn's de Clifford Sir Harry Bekingham 
Dn's de Nevyll | Sir Andrew Trollop. 
Dn's de zt Dacre we. xxiij m. 22 Nomberd by 
Dn's Henricus de Bokyngham Harralds. 
Dn's de Well 
Dn's de Scales Anthony Revers 
Dn's de Wellugby 
Du's de Malley Radũs Bigot Miles 


4 


Ln. 25, Vol. II. Edw. IV. 


To my Worchypful brother Sr. John Paſton be thys byll delyuwed in haſt 


RYGTH Worchipfull brother I recomaund me onto you lettyng you to wytte that 
my Lorde * Stafford was made Erle of Devenſchere apon Sonday and as for the Kyng 


20 Thomas Courtenay, Earl of Devonſhire, was taken and beheaded; 
en Sir Richard Fynes was at this time Lord Dacre, but he was not killed in this battle, 


22 This number is leſs than that given by our biſtorians, The ſeal has the impreſſion of a N 
ye within a creſcent, with a motto above it. 

It having been a doubt amongſt ſeveral of our biftarians in * year King Edward IV. began bis reign, 
the following extratt from: an original; manuſcript (in my poſſeſſion), containing © The various expences 
of Sir John Howard, Knight, on bis own account, and on that of his lord, John Mowbray, Duke 7 Nor- 
folk, from, 1461 to 1469; will indiſputably aſcertain it. | 

% Anno R. R. E. qt qfrto.” f 
e Ttem—Ye fferſle day of Apryll my Maifl' offyrd at the croſſe on Eaſlr. day, xx d.“ 

By the tables to find Eaſter for ever it appears, that in 1464 (the golden number being 2, and the Dos» 
minical letters A. G.) Eaſter Sunday was on the-firſt day of April. 

Edward IV began his reign on the 4th of April. 

The 1ſt of April, 1464, was therefore the 4th of Edward IV. and conſequently he hegan his. reigu on 
the 4th of March, 1460, or, 3s we ſhould ſay now, 1460-1, 

N. B. The date of the. new year commenced on the 23th day of March. 


1 Humphrey, Lord Stafford, was created Earl of Devonſhire, in May, 1469 ; and beheaded at 
Bridgewater, the 19th of Auguſt following, by command of the King, for abandoning the Earl of 
Pembroke, before the battle of Banbury ; by which means the rebels were yitorious,. 
i134 \ . as 
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as I underſtond he departyt to 2 Walſynggame apon fryday com * nygth and the 
Quene alſo yf God ſend hyr good hele. 


And as for the Kyng was apoyntyd to goo to Calys and now hyt ys pute of. And 
alſo as for the goyng to the See my Lord of Warwyke Schyppys gothe to the See as J 
underſtond non' other tydynggys I can non' wryte unto you but " u have you in hys 
kepyng. 

Wretyn at Wyndyſore on monday aft” Whytſonday in haſt, &c. 
Whitſun-Monday, 22d of May, By yo* 3 Brother 


1469, 9 Edw*. 4. | : . Janes Hawre, 


1 LRE. 71, Vol. II. Edw. IV. 


To my worſchypful Cine Jobn 2 Paſton Be this bill dehyv'yd, &c. 


COSYN I recomande me un to yowe Thankying yowe hertely for the grette chere 
that ye made me and all my Folkys the laſt tyme y.. I was at Norwych. And ye 
p'myſyd me yt. ye wold neu” breke the mat” to 3 M'grery unto ſuche tyme as ye and! 
were at a point. But ye hafe made hyr ſuche Advokett for yowe y*. I may neu” hafe 
Reſt nyght ner Day for callying and cryeng uppon to brynge the ſaide mat? to effecte, &c. 

And Coſyn uppon fryday is Sent 4 Volentynes Day and eu'y Brydde cheſyth hym 
a make and yf it lyke yowe to com” on' thurſday at nyght and fo p'vey yowe y.. ye 
may abyde y* tyll monday I truſty to God y*. ye ſchall fo ſpeke to myn huſband and 
I ſchall prey y% we ſchall bryng the mat' to a concluſyon, &c. 


2 This muſt be on a pilgrimage to our Lady of Walſingham, in Norfolk; for ſo great was the 
fame of the image of our Lady of Walſingham, in the chapel: of the Bleſſed Virgin there, that 
foreigners of all nations, came on a pilgrimage to her, inſomuch that her worſhippers ſeemed to equal 
thoſe of the Lady of Loretto, in Italy, | 


She flouriſhed till the Reformation, and then underwent the fate of other odjects of ſuperſtition, being 
in the year 1538, taken down, brought to Chelſea, and there burnt. 


3 I do not know why he calls Sir John Paſton his brother, for Sir John certainly never married 
Anne Hawte, who poſſibly might be the ſiſter of James · 


r This is a letter from Lady Brews, the mother of the gentlewoman, to whom John Paſton was 
deſirous of paying his addreſſes, and whom he married. We here ſee, that the cuſtom ol chooſing 
valentines was a ſport practiſed in the houſes of the gentry at this time. 


2 John Paſton was the next brother to Sir John Paſton, Knight, and his heir in 1479. He was 


High Sheriff of Norfolk, &c. 1485, created a Knight Bannerert i in 1427, and died in 1503. 


3 Margery, daughter of Sir Thomas and Elizabeth Brews, of Stinton-Hall, in Salle. 
4 lach of February.—Brydde, bird,-Make, match or mate. 


paar VII. APPENDIX 7 
For Colya.i ls but « fympill oke, | 
For ye mill bo e Gd whech tae youe x in in mee 


baum . 

Banen the ib: and 1d xd + 8 Be your Coſyn/ Dame 6 Eazy Baaws, 
of February, 1476-7, oy'wes ſchall be called be Godds g'ce.. 

16 Edw. 4. | 2 32 


Lax. 73, vol. II. Edv. IV. 


To my Ryght Welebelovyd Cofyn Fohn Paſton Luyer be this Lett" delyu'yd, Wc. 

RYGHT wurſchypfull and Volentyne in my moſte umble wyſe I 
recdmande me un to yowe, &c. and hertely I thanke yowe for y* Lettur whech that 
ye ſende me be John Bekarton wherby I undyrſtonde and knowe y*, ye be purpoſyd to 
com? to Toperoft in ſehorte tyme and wfowte any erand or mat but only to hafe a con- 
cluſyom of y* mat” betwyx my fad* and yowe I wolde be moſt glad of any creatur on 
Hye fo yat the mat* myght growe to effecte And ther as ye fay and ye com' and fynde 
5* mat no mor towards you yen ye dyd afortyme ye wold no mor” put my fad*. and 


my Lady my mod to no coſt ner . cauſe a good wyle aftur weche cauſyth 


myn' herte to be full hevy and y | J& Cue, 9d the mater tas to non” effecte yen 
ſchuld I be meche mor ſbry and tf} We 

. upd a the mat yo] ca of ray ego 
knowyth And I let yowe pleyrily undyrſtond y*. my fad*. will no mor money parte 
D 
N | 


oe 
* 


g i, 
*J ; 


E —— co chyma, 


* 
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. = 2x 


| © Elizabeth Brews was a daughter of Sir Giles, and filler and heir of Sir Gilbert Debenham, She 
ſeems very deſirous of the rantch, daemon 0 "Oh her were! but ſon, as La pr 


— ee AIR BERTH FIG 


1 0 Cv 4 1 17 

2 ee eee theilsft, r epestüg lis 
deing content to take her with the fortune her father propoſed to give on her marriage. She acknow- 
ledges the pleafure it would give her to find,. that he would marry her with the fortune her father had 
kxed; and with great ſenſibility requeſts him, if he cannot e, nor „ T9. bye to 
let matters remain ad they were. 

The letter, TEEN ar od ro nents Paſton, ſhews that ſhe had a pro- 
Fer attention, to her own conſequencs and Nun. ; 


S „ee viz. 2331.68. Ul. 


20 Wherfore 


— — RS. — — 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS 6+ /TIVERTON.? T 


Wherfore yf y* ye cowde be content wi. yr. good nd my por pfone I wold be 0 
meryeſt mayden on grounde And yf ye thyite not yo ſeffe ſo Sütysfyed or 51 ye 
myght hafe mech mor good as hafe und yrſtonde be yd we for good tre we and lovyng 
volentyne y*. ye take no ſuch labur uppon yowe as to com' mor” for yt. mat But let 
is. paſſe and neu mor” to be! Sr I may be ee lot? a bedewoma 
duryng my lyfe. bis, 2 3 —OPpþ 1 Ne 

No more un to yowe at thys tyme dis Almyghty Ire p's've yowe bothe body and 
ſowle, &c. 


| | Be yo Voluntyne, 
Toperoſt, 1476-7). wha . t 15.5 MarGery Brews, 


PCI = dA re Ire ON 7 N A n N N 


ye Lat, 75, Vet ol. I. "Ea: W. ur 18 


M& {3 8 * 7 61 (1.4 It 25. ne at 


et oe] 75 n e, ad- Margaret "Paton. 53d 901 96113 51 
«of 25 Start 9110.5] ni: 2 del t tn. 3 


RYGHT worſchepfull Modyr a 1 0 "all d dwtes, of {perSinendacyon, j in.as humble wyle 
28 IL can I beſeche yow of yo" dayly ig Modyr pleaſe * yow to, Wett that the cauſe 
chat Dam' Elizabeth Brews 8 to mete we. you. at Norxyche and not at Langley 
as I apoyntyd W. yow at my laſt beig at May is by m s, for my brodyr 
Thomas Jermyn whyche | know 1510 of s 12 lf cauley. or ye 
can com'e to Bokenk'm fery | is > over flo flowyn th that, her is np man. that. may on cthe 
paſſe it though he be ryght well *. 9 is ng mete wey for yow to paſſe over 
God defend it, but all myngs rekynyd it ſhal ol to yow to be at N opwyche as 
for a day or tweyn and paſſe not then to mete 2 Tag her every 9s; I, dere and 
your horſe may be ſent hom! ayen the fame wednyſda y. 

Modyr I beſeche yow for dyvers cauſys that my Syſt' Anne may come wt yow to 
Norwyche, Modyr the mater is in a reſonable good wey and I truſt w* Gods mercy 
and wi y 2 1 that it ſhall take effect bettyr to myn ay then 1 __— of at 


hard to me as yett, al the cyrcumPiancys of the —— trufi-20 tell yo. at yo: 
comyg to Norwyche cowd not be wretyn in iij levys of paper and ye know my lewd 
war 1 — I may not wryght longe whereſfor I ffery over Og ATT tray 


d t area dt tie, wok 23s 


8 / „ * — | HAS - 
*, & * 9 coil avis! p W 1 


1 We ſind by this letter that L Patton was as Jefirous of having all obſtacles te to the pt removed 


as the lady could be; and now writes from the houſe where ſhe Was, and. to which I T he went 
on the receipt of her laſt lerter. 


Renn 


W 12 mother might have been Ape with any alteration in the original plan. 51 
8 n 


IF 8 N K 


pant VOI AYPENDIx. 


awayte on yow my ſelff I ſhall do tomme into yo: place a doſeyn ale and bred acordyg 
ayenſt wednyſday if Syme myght be forborn it wer well don” that he war at hats rae 
on wednyſday in the mornyg at markett. 

Dam” Elizabeth Brewſe ſhall lye at 2 Jon Cookys if it myght pleaſe yow I wold be 
glad that ſhe myght dyne in yo" howſe on thurſday for their ſhold ye have moſt ſecret 
talkyng aud Modyr at the rew'ence of God beware that ye be fo p'veyed for that ye 
take no cold by the wey towards Norwyche for it is the moſt p'aylous marche that ever 
was ſeyn by eny manys dayes that now lyveth and I prey to Jhu p'ſerve yow and yours, 

Wretyn at Toperoft the viij day of Marche. 

Toperoft, Rune Sonne and humbyll Seru'nt 
Saturday, 8th of March, | Jonn PagsTox. 


1476-7, 17 E. 4. 


AveENDIX, Vol. IT. Las. 7, Edw. IV. 
VERS E 8, 
Mritten by a Lady in the reign Henry VI. or Edward IV. to an abſent Lord, 
with whom He was in + | 
MY ryght good Lord, moſt knyghtly gentyll knyght, 
On to yo* grace, in my moſt bumbyll Ws 
I me comand, as it is dew and ryght, 


Beſechyng yow at leyſer to . advyſe 
Upon thys byll, and p'don myn empryſe 


: 


4 FI min 4 "IT 0 7 
41 : 10 a 1 44 1 


+ Jahn Cooke was Mayor of wich in a4." — att. be birt zen 


— — * 
s - 


: RUDE ecdbec] tow & of 
1 Theſe verſes are inſerted as a FS of the poetry 1 a lady, ſent as 2 letter to 2 nobleman, 


who was abſent from her, and for whom ſhe appears to have had a ſincere affeRtion, . The thoughts 
contained in them are, many of them, natural and tender, and ſome of them pretty and affecting. 
They are certainly originals, as in ſeyeral places the words firſt written are ſtruck out, and words 


more to the writer's ſatisfaction inſerted above them; thus the 6th line in the fifth * wee originally 


written * 
« Er then may I but _ N al not t myſfe;- 15 


And then thus altered 
Er I my ſylf; but yett ye ſhall not 2 . N 
Several others have ſimilar alterations. - 75 going | F271 © 
They were written either in the reign of Henry VI. or n IV. 2 writing and Paper, = being 


both of that age; and the paper- mark (a as is uſed upon two other letters, 23 and 2 55 in this * 
lection of the former reign, | 


2 Conſider; reflect. 


854 


Growndyd 


403 


92 


duryngm ge ßteed 4 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERT OW. 


Wherfore yf y* ye cowde be content wi, yr. good und my por p'ſone I wold be 5 
meryeſt mayden on grounde And yf ye«thyike not yowrſelffe fo-Sitysfyed or yt ye 
myglit hafe mech mor good as I hafe und yrſtonde beyowe afor good trewe and lovyng 
volentyne y*. ye take no ſuch labur uppon yowe as to com? mor” for yt. mat” But let 


is paſſe” and neu) ot” to be ſpokyn ef ae I may be yo tree lot and bedevioms' 


= ; - » 
, & ' 4 0 M 


No more un to yowe at thys tyme but Almyghty J'h's p's've yowe'bothe body and 
ſowle, &c. 


Toperoft, 1476-7). wha U Hf * "Marcery Brews. 


. 1 * 1 4 : % 
e nhgd e byrdaddl dM nM (in 


OUS * voy A l Yer 4 {ot — 7 Ve * 17: FS: 
, 55, Vol. II. Edw. v. 
|» 3s / 9 t ron dase 95 oe O08 ad If binnen 
2 % Ryght worchepfull Modyr Margaret Porn. 
; | Mas stat 216075 ai tow gy i os mo, 


122 04. NL EC F501 36 DAE YEE 3 wow ae SLAFY BF ? 
RYGUT worlchepfull Modgr fr all Artes of recomendacyon,in.as bumble f 


as I can I beſeche yow of yo! dayly blyſlyg Modyr pleaſe y* yow to, wett that the cauſe 


that Dam Elizabeth Brews deſyreth, to mete W. yow. at Noryyche and, pot zt Langley 
as I apoyntyd w* yow at my laſt belg, at Mawiy is by my means, tpr.my_ bro 
Thomas Jermyn whyche knowyth ,nought of the m brd di uf" 95.” 
can com'e to Bokenk'm fery is ſo over flo) that, ther is no man, that. may en ethe 


paſſe it though he be ryght well horſyd, whyche is ug mete wey for yow do paſſe over 


Jod defend it, but all thyngs rekynyg it ſhal be leſſe coſt to yow to be,at Norwyche as 
for a day or tweyn and paſſe not then to mete at Langiy wher every. thyng is dere and 
your horſe may be ſent hom' ayen the fame wednyſday. 3 _ © 
Modyr I beſeche yow for dyvers cauſys that my Syſt" Anne may come wi yow to 
Norwyche, Modyr the mater is in a reſonable good wey and I truſt w* Gods mercy 
and wi yr good help that it ſhall take effect bettyr to myn-avitage then I told yow of at 
Mawtby for I trow theris not a kynder woman leveig then, I ſhall haye to my Modyr 


$ 1# 3-* HW S914 . 4 
- 


in lawe if the mater take nor yet a kynder fadyr in lawe then I ſhall have though he be 


hard to me as yett, all the cyrcumſtancys of the mater whyche I truſt to tell yo. at yo" 
comy'g to Norwyche cowd not be wretyn in iij levys of paper and ye know my lewd 


ned well 1 nough I may not wryght'lenge whereffor' I ffery over all thyngs tyll 1 may 
4-1 . i TIP: 56 C7 ain 19.18 uf *% £3 00 ?11£7703 __ 


r eaten tene 
* . : 
, ; : * | . / * 1211 27 1 : 2 * 


2 We ſind by this letter chat J. Pafton was as Jefirous of having all obſtacles to the match removed 
as the lady could be; and now writes from the houſe where ſhe was, and.to which I ſuppoſe bg Vent 
on the receipt of her laſt letter. e r dyes eee oc oy 

He takes great pains to explain the reaſon for the meeting at Norwich to have been fixed by his deſire, 
Haring his mother might have been diſpleaſed with any alteration in the original plan 

N 2 awayte 


PART 9 17 A P P E NDI X. 


awayte on yow my ſelff I ſhall do tone into yo? place a doſeyn ale and bred acordyg 
ayenſt wednyſday if Syme myght be forborn ſe wer well don” EO IT OI 
on wednyſday in the mornyg at markett. 
Dam' Elizabeth Brewſe ſhall lye at 2 Jon Cookys if it myght pleaſe yow I wold be 
glad that ſhe myght dyne in yo" howſe on thurſday for their ſhold ye have moſt ſecret 
talkyng aud Modyr at the rew'ence of God beware that ye be fo p'veyed for that ye 
take no cold by the wey towards Norwyche for it is the moſt p'aylous marche that ever 
was ſeyn by eny manys dayes that now lyveth and I prey to Jhu p'ſerve yo. and yours, 

Wretyn at Toperoft the viij day of Marche. 

Toperoft, Win Sonne and humbyll Seru'nt 

Saturday, 8th of March, | JohN PasTox, 


1476-7, 17 E. 4. 


AvegNDIX, Vol. II. Las. 7, Edw. IV. 
VERS E 8, 


IWritten by a Lady in the reign of Henry VI. or Edward IV. to an abſent Lord, 
with whom He was in 1 


MY ryght good Lord, moſt knygtuly gentyll knyghe, 
On to yo* grace, in my moſt bumbyll Ws 
I me comand, as it is dew and ryght, | 
Beſechyng yow at leyſer to 4 advyſe 

Upon thys byll, and p'don myn empryſe 


KT Cot HOT 
: John Cooke was Mayor of Norwich in 2484. mga 3:19 Hort $7 | 
0 71 10116 er 

1 Theſe verſes are inſerted as a ſpecimen af the De of a 1 7 as <Not to 1 
who was abſent from her, and for whom ſhe” appears to have had a ſincere affection. The thoughts 
contained in them are, many of them, natural and tender, and ſome of them pretty and affecting. 

They are certainly originals, as in ſeveral places the words firſt written are ſtruck out, and words 
more to the writer's ſatisfaCtion inſerted above them; thus the 6thline in the fifth. ſtanza wes originally 
written — x 0! 9332 I a ; 

« Er then may I but 2. ye hall n not myſſe "ag : 
And then thus altered— 
Er I my ſylf; but yett ye ſhall not ww ja" | 

Several others have ſimilar alterations. - * 16 07 | #4 * 

They were written either in the reign of Henry VI. or 1 IV. * hien and Paper en 


both of that age; and the paper- mark (a 25 is uſed upon two other letters, 23 and 2 So. in i this Sol 
lection of the former reign, 


ny 2 Conſider; reflect. Si | 
85 | Growndyd 


* 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS ox TIVERTON. 


Growndyd on foly, for lak of provydence, EN 
On to yo! Lordſhep to wryght w* ewght Lycence. "+ 715 
„ But wher a man is Wa fevyr ſhake | | 
Now hot, now cold, as fallyth by aventure, 
He in hys mynd conjecte wyll, and take 
The nygheſt meane to 3 worche hys cuyre, 
More pacyently hys peynys to endure; 
And ryght ſo I, ſo it yo. not 'dyſpleale, _. 
Wryght in thys wyſe my peynys to apeaſe, | 
“ For when I cownt and mak a rekny g, 
Betwyx my lyfe, my dethe, and my defyer, 
My lyfe, alas ! it ſervyth of no thyng, 
Sythe w*. yo" p'tyng, depertyd my 4 pleſyer ; 
Wylbyng you“ p'ſence ſetyth me on fyer, 
But then yo" abſence dothe my herte ſo coll, 
That for the peyne I not me wher to hold. 
O owght on Abſence, cher ſoolys have no grace, 
I mene myſylf, nor yet no wytt to 5 gwye - 
Theym owt of peyne, to com on to that place; 
Wher as preſence may ſhape a remedye 
For al dyſcaſe, now fye on my folye, 
For I dyſpeyryd am of yo ſoone metyng, 
That God I prey me to yo” p'ſence bryng. 
Farwell my Lord, for I may t no more, 
So trowblyd is my hert w' 3 | 
Envye alſo, it grewyth me moſt fore, 
That thys rude byll ſhall put hym ſylf in 6 preſſe, 
To fe yo! Lordſhepe of hys p' ſumptuouſneſſe 
Er I my fylf; but yet ye ſhall not myſſe 
To have my hert to for my byll, I wys. 
Whyche I comytt, and all my whole ſervyſe 
Into yo“ hands, demeane it as you lyſt, 
Of it, I 7 kepe to have no more franchyſe 


3 Perhaps it may mean wateh? 
4 As ſpelt in the original, pleſyer, times nah wid ae and fyer, 


3 Guide, 


6 Readineſs, 
7 I care, 


Then 
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Then I hertleſſe ſwyrly me wyſt, 

Savyg only y* it be as 8 tryſt, | 
And to yow trew, as evyr was hert, and pleyn, bl 
Tyll cruell dethe dep't yt up on tweyn. 1 


Adew dyſport, farwell good companye, 
In all thy world ther is no Joye I weene 1 
For ther as whyleom, I ſye wi myn ice " | i 
A 9 Luſty Lord leepying upon a grene, b 
The ſoyle is ſoole no knyghts ther be ſeen, 1 
No Ladyſe walk ther they wer wont to doone; | 
Alas! ſome Folk depertyd henſe to foone. | 

Som' tyme alſo me myght a wageor make 
And w* ther bowys a ffeld have it tryed, | 
Or at the 10 Paame ther ther pleſure for to take, | 1 
Then wer they looſe, y* now ſtand as tyed, 3 
I un not wher to thys world may be aplyed ; 1 
For all gdod cher, on evyn and on morrow, 
Whyche then was made, now tornyth me to ſorow. 


Similar ſentiments of a Country Girl, in the reign of George III. expreſſed in the 
language of the eighteenth century, 


SONNET. 


WHEREVER 1 am, whate er I do, 
Young Damon's form J fee ; 

In ev'ry roſe I pluck, appears a ä | : 
His image dear to me. | 

When in the twilight's duſky ſhade, 
To ruminate, I ſtole, 

My throbbing heart enraptur'd faw 
The charmer of my foul. 


8 Quere--whether this means ſorrowful or truſty ? 
9 Lively, and active in his exerciſes. 


20 Some place of reſort for the game of Tennis. The word © ther“ being repeated ſeems a myſ- 
take, as it deſtroys the meaſure of the verſe. | 


42 1 not—for, I wot not; that is, I knew not. 


37 if 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


If in the needle's fine employ, 
In tracing ev'ry ſcheme, 
In ev'ry painting that L view, 
Damon appears the theme. 
When the aſſembled ſwains I ſee, 
And hear the nymphs approve, . | . 
Oh, 'tis my Damon's name 1 hear— | 
It is the youth I love. 
I hear his voice, I ſee his form, 
His lovely voice I hear; | 
His actions charm my Jove-ſick heart... 
His lively tunes mine ear. - 1 
How doth his ſoft melodious ſung 
How doth his tender tone, 
Create the glowing bluſh, the wiſh, -- 
That Damon was my own! . 


0 : ' , 


: Lge. 21, Vol. III. Hen. VI. 


To my Ryght truſly Freende Sr. Thomas Howys pr ſon of Caſtellio be beyng at Caſir 
and Willia Barker in haſte at Caſir yn by Jermuth 


RYGHT truſty and wellbelovyd freende I grete you well, and as for Hygh'm place 
to be ſold as ye avyſen me to bye it at the ſome of C Mark or wythynne And res've 
yn the ſaid paym't myne oune dewtee and pay the remenant in wolle to the ſaid Hygh'm 
credytes as yo* lre makyth mencon. I hafe undreſtand that Willia Jenney ſhall be her 
thys wek And I ſhall veele hym how neere it may be ſold, for yff the wydow wolle 
ſylle it aft* xiiy yeer or xv yeere that it may be leten, ſendyth me utterly word for ! 
wolle not melle of it ellys thus avyſed And ſende ye me word how mech more yn 


2 T have given this letter as it informs us of the price and value of land at this period. Fourteen 
years purchaſe ſeems high, ſince it does not appear that Sir John bought it for its convenience, as he 
mentions ſelling it again. By calling it“ Heigham's Place,” I ſuppoſe there was a houſe aa well as 
land, 

In 1470, twenty years ater this time, the reward offered for apprehending the Duke of Clarence 
was 1oool, in money, or 100l. a year in land. This ſeems to fix land at that period at only ten years 
purchaſe : perhaps the preceding civil wars had cauſed this abatement in its value. 

It appears by another letter of Sir John Faſtolf, who was a man of conſiderable property, that 20 
acres of land, with a tenement, in Drayton, was let for one noble a year, that is, 4d. an acre; but he 
ſeems to think it rather under. valued, and ſet too cheap, by his ſervant or ſteward, q 
| value 


PART VI. APPENDIX, 


value yn a ſtoon ſhall I ſyle my wolle And how anothyr chapman wole gefe me for 
the place when J hafe bought it but aft* xiiij yeer I wold by the place 
Wretyn at London the xv day of October A“ xxix R. R. Hen: 6 * 
London, Thurſday, 15th Oar, J. FasToLF, 
1450, 29 H. 6, 7 


Lane. 52, Vol. IV. Edw. IV. 


To my ryth Worchepfull huſbond Fon Paſton be thys delyv'yd in haſt 


RYTH Worchepfull huſbonde I recomand me to yow pleſyth it yow to weet that 
I receyvyd yowyr lett* y*. ye ſent me by Nycolas Colman on Sonday laſt paſt 

I ſuppoſe Playt* ſchall be wi. yow on Sonday or monday next comyg if he may 
ye have many good prayers of the poer pepyl y*. god ſchold ſped yow at this p*lement 
for they leve in hope y*. ye ſchold helpe to ſet a wey yt. they myte leve in bett* peſe 
in thys contre thane they have do befor and y*. * Wollys ſchold be p*veyed for yt. 
they ſchuld not go out of thys lond as it hath be ſuffryd to do be for and thane ſchall 
the poer pepyll more leve betyr thane they have do by her ocupacon ther in Thom's 
Bone hathe ſalde all yowyr wole her for xx“ a ſtone and goode ſwerte fownd to yow 
ther for to be payid a Myhellmas next comyg and it is ſolde ryth well aftyr yt the 
wole was for the moſte part was ryte febyll It' ther be bowt for yow iij horſe at Seynt 


2 Feythyrs feyr and all be trotterys ryth fayir horſe god fave hem and they be well 
kepyd. 


I p'y to God yeve g'ce y*. the trowthe may be knowe and that the dede may have 


part of hys ow'ne goode and the blyſſyd t'nyte have yow in hys kepyg 
Wretyn i haſt at Heylyſden the tueſday next aftyr ſeynt lwke 


Helleſdon, Tueſday, Oct. : By yowyrs 
between 1464 and 1466, | MaRGARET PASTON. 3 
4 and 6 E. 4. | 


1 We find by this letter, that the exportation of wool was an hardſhip upon the poor, who by that 
means were deprived of work in that branch of the manufacture, which affected their ſpinning, & e. 


2 There is at this time a conſiderable fair at this place, 


3 I could have tranſcribed with pleaſure ſome more cf theſe curious letters, which deſcribe the 
manners and cuſtoms of thoſe dark and troubleſome times better than any general hiſtory, had it been 
conſiſtent with the object of theſe Memoirs, We feel the hopes and fears of the writers as if cotem- 
porary with ourſelves, though ten generations have ſince paſſed away, and the ſcenes which agitated 
the minds of the writers have long ſince been buried in oblivion. They have the internal marks of 
authenticity, as well as external evidence. Thg original manuſcripts, after publication, were preſented 
by the editor to the preſent King, George the Third, who had earneſtly requeſted to peruſe them, 
and are now depoſited in his Majeſty's library, 
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Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, to all and ſingular archbiſhops, biſhops, arch- 


perſons, men, women, and children, but alſo continually every Saturday throughout the 
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No. 4+ 


1 Copy of a Brief granted by the King after the great fire in Tiverton, 
in the year 1612. 


JAMES, by the grace of God of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, King 


deacons, deans, and their officials, parſons, vicars, curates, and to all ſpiritual perſons ; 
and alſo to all juſtices of the peace, mayors, ſheriffs, bailiffs, conſtables, church. 
wardens, and headboroughs ; and to all officers of cities, boroughs, and towns corpo- 
rate; and to all others our officers, miniſters, and ſubjects, whatſoever they be, as well 
within liberties as without, to whom theſe preſents ſha}l come Greeting. 

WHEREAS we have been very credibly certified, as well by the humble ſupplication 
and petition of our diſtreſſed ſubjects, the inhabitants of our town of Tiverton, in the 
county of Devon ; as alſo by a certificate under the hands of our right truſty and well- 
beloved couſin, William, Earl of Bath ; the Reverend Father in God, William, Lord 
Biſhop of Exon ; Sir Edward Seymour, Kuight and Baronet ;, Sir John Dodridge, 
Knight, one of cur Serjeants at Law ; Sir George Cary, Sir William Courtenay, Sir 
Amos Bampfield, Sir John Acland, and Sir Thomas Drewe, Knights; William Wal- 
rond and Humphry Were, Eſqrs. Juſtices of the Peace within our ſaid county; that, 
upon the fifth day of Auguſt laſt paſt, 1612, being then the aſſize week, when moſt of 
the freeholders of our faid town of Tiverton were attending the ſervice of their country 
at the aſſizes, there happened a ſudden and terrible fire in our ſaid town (being then well 
built with many fair houfes, and having therein a very fair market-place), which con- 
ſumed and burnt down to the ground in a ſhort time all the whole town (ſaving a few 
poor houſes at the town's end, two fair alms-houſes, two free ſchools, and a very fair 
and large church), together with as much goods, plate, ready money, cloth- wares, and 
merchandizes, and divers other proviſions laid up for the winter, both for the ſubſiſtence 
of men and beaſt, as amounted to the value of two hundred thouſand pounds, to the 
utter undoing of many thouſand people that before lived well, and maintained their fa- 
milies in good fort, ar d through their great trade in clothing kept always in work 8000 


year, did give and diſtribute to the poor, aged, and impotent people of the ſame town 
forty-eight ſhillings weekly, which amounted to one hundred and twenty pounds yearly, 
or thereabouts, and now, by reaſon of this lamentable accident, they are not able to 
help themſelves ; and the poorer ſort of people, who were only relieved by them here- 
tofore, are now left harboui leſs, and deſtitute of all ſuccour and relief, and had periſhed 
for want of things neceſſary, but that our juſtices, in their good diſcretion and great com- 
miſeration, took preſent order for the placing and diſperſing of 300 poor people through- 


a Hewett's Memoirs. 
au 
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out the whole ſhire ; there being notwithſtanding many impotent poor creatures yet 
remaining, tl. at are ſuſtained only by the alms of their charitable neighbours thereabout 
them : and whereas the ſaid town hath lately been accounted the chiefeſt market town in 
all the weſt parts of this our realm of England, whereunto great recourſe of people out of 
divers places, far and near, continually has made it, being the very nurſe of all the parts 
of the country within many miles compaſs, both for their daily proviſion of corn, 
cattle, and manifold other neceſſaries, as alſo for many profitable and good trades uſed 
therein ; and eſpecially for their trade of clothing, wherein was beſtowed weekly through- 
out the year, upon their market day, 2000 pounds at leaſt, in ready money, cloth, wool 
and yarn, which wool and yarn was continually, by the ſaid inhabitants, converted into 
cloth ; whereof there did grow and raiſe unto us for cuſtom, ſubſidy, and aulnage, a 
great ſum of money yearly, beſides other ſupplies that we had upon them, upon all oc- 
caſions, with great readineſs and willingneſs ; and now being fallen into this ruin and 
decay, whereby the chiefeſt tradefmen, and others of the ſaid town, which but lately 
were of good wealth and credit, are now impoveriſhed and decayed; and having been 
heretofore helpers and relievers of the poorer ſort, are not now ſome of them in a caſe 
to help themſelves, nor likely again ever hereafter to recover their ſaid loſſes, or to be re- 
ſtored into their former good trades and faculties, nor the ſaid town ever again to be 
reediſied, unleſs ſome ſpeedy remedy be charitably provided in that behalf; and for 
that our ſaid diſtreſſed ſubjects, the inhabitants of our ſaid town, have made their hum- 
ble ſuit unto us, that, of our abundant and gracious goodneſs, it would pleaſe us to pro- 
vide ſome convenient means, that the ſaid town may be again reedified and repaired for 
the relief of all the diſtreſſed people within the fame, and for the reſtoring and continuing 
of the ſaid market, and the ſupporting and ſetting up again of ſuch good trades as were 
before therein uſed, for the profit and good as well of. the inhabitants thereof as of al! 
their neighbours and countrymen dwelling round about them; and for that the finiſhing 


and performing thereof far ſurmounteth their power and ſubſtance, they have moſt 


humbly beſought us to cemmend the fame good and laudable deed, and the charitable 
furtherance thereof, to the benevolence of all our loving ſubjects, truſting, that all good 
and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians will, for common charity and love to their country, and the 
rather for our good recommendation hereof, the more liberally give and contribute, 

that this charitable good work may be ſpeedily done and performed. 

Wherefore, we tendering the lamentable eſtate: and loſſes of the ſaid diſtreſſed inks 
bitants, together with the earneſt humble ſuit of all our ſaid juſtices made unto us on 
their behalfs, and having a due and royal care for the preſervation and maintenance of 
our ſubjects, and eſteeming no other thing to be more neceſſary than the reedifying, 
building, and erecting of decayed towns, and relieving of the poor diſtreſſed people of 


this our realm, we have been pleaſed that a general collection of the charitable devotion 


of our r well-diſpoſcd ſubjects in that behalf ſhould be made throughout our realm of 
3Q England 
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England and Wales, by certain perſons nominated and Were by the ſaid inhabi. 
tants for that purpoſe. 

Know. ye therefore, that of our eſpecial grace and princely compaſſion, we have 
given and granted, and by theſe our letters patent do give and grant unto our well. 
beloved ſubjects, John Demand, Gent. Humphry Coleman, George Slee, Richard 
Spurway, and Jon Blundell, clothiers ; Edward Amye, John Weſt, and Richarg 
Prowſe, merchants, and Henry Newte, Gentleman, inhabitants of the ſaid town of Ti. 
verton, and to their deputy or deputies, the bearer or beaters hereof, full power, licence, 
and authority, to aſk, gather, receive, and take the alms and charitable benevolence of 


all our loving ſubjects whatſoever, as well ſpiritual as temporal, either Engliſhmen-born 


or ſtrangers, which in our counties of Southampton, Wilts, and Dorſet, with the Iſle 
of Wight, and in our cities of Wincheſter and Saliſbury, with our towns and counties 


of Pool, Somerſet, Devon, Cornwall, Glouceſter, and Oxon, with the univerſity, and 


in our cities of Briſtol, Bath and Wells, Exon and Glouceſter, and in all other cities 


and towns corporate, privileged places, pariſhes, villages, and in all other places what- 


ſoever, within our ſaid counties, and not elſewhere, for and towards the new building, 
reedifying, and erecting of the ſaid town of Tiverton, and the relieving of all ſuch our 
poor diſtreſſed ſubjects, their wives and children, as have ſuſtained loſs and decay by the 
misfortune of the faid fire ;—wherefore we will and command you, and every of you, 
that at ſuch time and times as the ſaid John Demand, Humphry Coleman, George 
Slee, Richard Spurway, John Blundell, Edward Amye, John Weſt, Richard Prowſe, 
and Henry Newte, or their deputy or deputies, ' the bearer or bearers hereof, ſhall come 
and repair to any of your churches, chapels, or other places whatſoever, within this our 
realm, to aſk and receive the gratuities and charitable benevolence of our ſaid ſubjects, 
quietly to permit and ſuffer them ſo to do, without in any manner your lets or contradic- 
tion ; and you, the faid parſons, vicars, and curates, for the better ſtirring up of a cha- 


ritable devotion, deliberately to publiſh and declare the tenor of - theſe our letters patent 


unto our ſaid ſubjects, exhorting and perſuading them to extend their liberal contribu- 
tions in ſo good and charitable a work; and you, the churchwardens of every pariſh 
where ſuch collection ſhall be made as aforeſaid, to collect and gather the alms and cha- 
ritable benevolence of our ſaid ſubjects, and the ſame ſo gathered to deliver it to the 
bearer or bearers hereof, when as thereunto you ſhall be required ; any ſtatute, law, 
ordinance, or proviſion, heretofore made to the contrary, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
In witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our letters to be made patent, for the ſpace of 
two whole years next after the date hereof to endure. 

Witneſs burſelves at Weſtminſter the ninth day of November, in the tenth year or 
our reign of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the ſix-and-fortieth. 


STEWARD. 


; GOD SAVE THE KING. 
Printed by Tins Purfoot. 
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No. 5. 
| Alſtract of the Firft Charter. 
JAMES, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, King, 


att 


I615. 


Defender of the Faith, &c. unto all people to whom theſe preſent letters patent ſhall Aug. 10. 


come—Greeting. 

WHEREAS our town of Tiverton, in our county of Devon, is an ancient town, and 
very populous, and in making of woollen cloth not inferior to any town within the weſt 
part of this our realm of England, whereby many of our poor and needy ſubjects dwelling 
in thoſe parts, and having no other means whereby to live and to maintain themſelves, 
by their daily and continual exerciſe and labours in making of the ſame cloth, do honeſtly 
and laudably live and are relieved, and ſhunning and flying ſlothfulneſs and idleneſs 
(being the root of all evil) do avoid the penalty of our laws, and alſo, by reaſon of the 
premiſes, greater ſubſidies and cuſtoms do from time to time grow and come unto us ;— 
and whereas we are credibly informed, that the inhabitants of the ſaid town, to their 
perpetual praiſe and glory, have heretofore done unto us, and to our progenitors and 
predeceſſors, divers good and acceptable ſervices; and whereas a great part of the 
above ſaid town (as we are credibly informed) hath been twice burnt and conſumed by 
caſualty of fire, but not without great negligence of the inhabitants of the faid town, 


who being not compared by the care and diligence of magiſtrates, nor ſufficiently 
fortified with the bonds of good laws and ordinances as was meet for ſo great a town, 


and people do eaſily omit their duties in that behalf, to the great hurt and detriment of 
the whole town aforeſaid, and of the inhabitants of the ſame, as well in their houſes as 
in their merchandizes, wares, and other things, to the value of three hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds, as we are certainly informed; —and whereas, moreover, our beloved 
ſubjects, the inhabitants of the town and pariſh of Tiverton, have been humble peti- 
tioners to us, That for the better government and good, as well of the town of Tiver- 
ton aforeſaid, as of the reſidue of the whole pariſh of Tiverton aforeſaid, and the liberty 
of the town aforeſaid, we would graciouſly exhibit and extend our royal grace and mu- 
Rificence unto the ſaid inhabitants in that behalf; and for the better ordering and govern- 
ment of tlie ſame town, and alſo of the reſidue of all the pariſh aforeſaid, and of all the 
inhabitants within the town and parith aforeſaid, that we would vouchſafe to make, or- 
dain, conſtitute, and create the ſame inhabitants into one body corporate and politic, by 
the name of Mayor and Burgeſſes of the town and pariſh of Tiverton, in the county 
of Devon, with certain liberties, as to us ſhall be thought beſt ;—we, therefore, &c. 

The inhabitants of Tiverton created a free town and pariſh, by the name of Mayor 
and Burgeſſes of the town and pariſh of Tiverton, in the county of Devon. 


The Mayor and Burgeſſes may purchaſe lands and tenements in fee ; may ſue and be 
ſued in their corporate capacity. | 
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The Mayor and Burgeſſes ſhall have a common ſeal, 

The Mayor to be one of the diſcreeteſt and honeſteſt inhabitants within the town 
and pariſh, and named—Mayor of the town and pariſh, 

Twelve Capital Burgeſſes, and twelve Aſſiſtant Burgeſſes, to be choſen of the dic. 
creeteſt and honeſteſt inhabitants of the town and pariſh, to be called —'The Common 
Council of the town and pariſh of Tiverton. 

The Common Council to be aſſembled by the Mayor, who is always to make one. 

The Mayor and Common Council, or the greater part of them, may make ſtatutes 
and ordinances for the better government of the town, and victualling of the ſame ; may 
impoſe and aſſeſs puniſhments by impriſonments, &c. and reaſonable fines upon offen- 
ders, ſo as the ſame be not repugnant to the laws of England. 

The Mayor and Common Council to have all fines. 

Their ſtatutes, fines, pains and penalties to be reaſonable, and not contrary to law. 

Richard Hill, alias Spurway, an inhabitant of the town, to be the firſt Mayor; and 
to remain in that office from the date of theſe preſents until the Tueſday next after the 
feaſt of St. Bartholomew now next enſuing, and until another Capital Burgeſs of the 
faid town and pariſh ſhall be choſen and ſworn. 


Humphry Were, Eſq. the firſt Recorder. 
Henry Newte the elder, the firſt 'Town-clerk. 


The firſt twelve Capital Burgeſſes. The firſt twelve Aſſiſtants. 
George Giffard, Eſq. . Chriſtopher Denham 
John Deyman, Gentleman John Toogood 
Humphry Coleman William Coleman 
Edward Amey | William Hill, alias Spurway. 
John Weſt | Roger Slee 
John Blundell George Stukely 
Richard Prowſe James Corniſh 
Nicholas Skinner Arthur Culme 
John Cogan John Blagdon 
John Berry Edward Kerſlake 
Ellis Bennet Anthony Farmer 
John Quicke John French 


Any of the Burgeſſes or Aſſiſtants may be removed for- ill government, otherwiſe to 
continue in their offices during their lives. 

The Mayor to take the oath before he acts in the execution of his ofhce, before two 
or more gentlemen appointed for that purpoſe. 

The chief Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants alſo to be ſworn before the Mayor before they 


take upon them their offices, 
Power 
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Power to remove a Capital Burgeſs by the majority of the Council, the Mayor to be 
one; and on ſuch removal, or death, to elect one of the Aſſiſtants to fill his place. 

Power to remove an Aſſiſtant by the majority of the Council, the Mayor to be one; 
and on ſuch removal, or death, to ele& one of the diſcreeteſt and honeſteſt inhabitants 
of the town and pariſh in his ſtead, who, as well as the Capital Burgels fo elected, muſt 
be ſworn before the Mayor, before he takes upon himſelf the office. 

If any perſon ſhall refuſe to be Mayor, Burgeſs, or Aſſiſtant, being duly elected, he 
ſhall be reaſonably fined, at the diſcretion of the majority of the Council, the Mayor to 
be one, and committed to gaol until ſuch fine ſhall be paid. 

The Mayor and Common Council to have a right of aſſembling themſelves together 
at any time and convenient place within the town and pariſh, to conſult for the good 
government thereof. 

The Mayor, Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants ſhall have power, upon the Tueſday next after 
the feaſt of St. Bartholomew, every year, between the hours of nine and twelve in the 
forenoon, to chooſe a new Mayor of the Capital Burgeſſes, who ſhall be ſworn the 
Tueſday fortnight next after, before the Mayor, his predeceſſor in office, and the Capital 
Zurgeſſes and Aſſiſtants preſent. 

If the Mayor ſhould die, one of the Capital Burgeſſes to be choſen in his ſtead, by 
the majority of the Council, for the remainder of the year, and ſworn before ten or 
more of the members. 

An honeſt and diſcreet man, learned in the laws of the realm, to be choſen Recorder 
for the town and pariſh aforeſaid. Himſelf, or deputy, to have power to do all things 
belonging to ſuch office. 

Humphry Were, Eſq. to be the firſt Recorder. 

The Recorder to be ſworn before the Mayor to the duc and faithful execution of his 
office, 

The Recorder to be choſen and removed at the good will and pleaſure of the . 
and majority of the Council. 

Deputy Recorder to be ſworn before the Mayor, to the due and faithful execution 
of his office. 

Mayor and Burgeſſes of the town and pariſh to have a fit and diſcreet man to be 
Clerk of the Peace and Town-clerk. | 

Henry Newte the elder, Gent. to be the fiſt 'Town-clerk. 

Henry Newte the younger to ſucceed his father in that office, upon his death or 
remoyal, . 

The Town-derk after him to be choſen by the Mayor and greater number of the 
Burgeſſes or Aſſiſtants aſſembled, and continued during their good will and pleaſure. 


The Town-clerk to be ſworn before the Mayor for the due and faithful execution 


of his office, by himſelf or deputy. — 
3R To 
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To receive and cnjoy all fines and profits uſually belonging to ſuch office. 

The Town-clerk to adminiſter oaths. 

The Recorder to be a Juſtice of Peace within the ſaid town and pariſh. 

The Mayor, aſter his year is ended, ſhall be a Juſtic? of Peace for one whole year 


next ſueceeding; ſhall have power to correct and puniſh offenders and breakers of the 


peace, and to oblige them to find fecurity for their peace or good behaviour. 

Power of the Mayor, Recorder, and Juſtice, or any two of them, to hold or keep 
ſeſſions as in any county of England, for the purpoſe of inquiring into all crimes and 
miſdemeanors committed within the ſaid town and pariſh ; of conventicles againſt the 
peace; of all that offend in weights and meaſures, and victuals, againſt the ordinances 
and ſtatutes, 

To make proceſs againſt all thoſe that ſhall be indicted, *till they be taken, render 
themſelves, or are otharwith outlawed, and to puniſh the offenders, 

Not to proceed to determine any treaſon, felony, or other offence, concerning the 
loſs of life or member. 

No Juſtice of Peace of our county of Devon ſhall intermeddle or do any thing within 
the town and pariſh. 

Every Mayor, Recorder, and Juſtice, to be ſworn to the due and faithful execution 
of their reſpective offices before they undertake them. 

The Juſtices to keep a general ſeſſions as the Juſtices of the county do, or ought to 
do, the Mayor always to be one, ſo as they do not determine any treaſon, felony, or 
other offence concerning the loſs of life or member. 

The Mayor, Juſtice, and Recorder, or two of them, to fend all felons to the county 
gaol, on ſuſpicion of felony. 

The Mayor and Burgeſſes of the ſaid town and pariſh to have a priſon for offenders, 
or ſuch as ſhall de arreſted, 

The Mayor to be the keeper of the priſon. 

A court of record to be held or kept every Tueſday fortnight before the Mayor and 
Recorder, or deputy, to hold plea of all debts, treſpaſſes, and actions, perſonal, within 
the ſaid town and pariſh, for any ſum within 100l. 

Power and authority to bring into pleading, perſons, defendants, by attachment of 
their bodies, goods, or —— as uſual in courts of record in other cities and towns 
of England. 

Warrants to be directod to the Serjeants at Mace, to be ſerved within the liberties 
and precinQts only. 

Two Serjeants at Mace to be appointed by the Mayor, ſworn before him to the due 
and faithful performance of their office, as uſual in other boroughs, to be attendant 
upon him, and to be continued during his good will and pleaſure. 

To carry maces of gold or filver, with the King's arms engraven. 
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The Mayor and Burgeſies to have all fines, amercements, and forfeitures, within 


the liberty. 
And moreover, of our further ſpecial grace; certain knowledss and mere motion, we 


1 22 = preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant unto the aforeſaid 


Mayor and Burgeſſes of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, and to their ſucceſſors ; and alſo 
by theſe preſents do ordain and eſtabliſh for ever hereaſter, that there be and ſhall be in 
the town of Tiverton aforeſaid two Burgeſſes of the Parliament of us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors; and that the Mayor, Capital Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants of the town and pariſh 
aforeſaid, for the time being, or the greater part of them, by virtue of any precept, man- 
date, or proceſs, upon our writ, ar the writ of our heirs and ſucceſſors, for electing of 
Burgeſſes of the Parliament, in that behalf duly directed, may, and ſhall have power, 
authority, and faculty, to chooſe and nominate two diſcreet and ſufficient men to be 
Burgeſſes of tbe Parliament of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for the ſaid town and pariſh ; 
and the ſaid Burgeſſes ſo elected, at the coſts and charges of the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes 
of the ſaid town and pariſh of Tiverton, and their ſucceſſors for the time being, to ſend 
to the parliament of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, whereſoever the ſame ſhall be holden, 
in the ſame manner and form as in other places, cities, boroughs or towns of our realm 
of England is uſed and accuſtomed; and the ſame Burgeſſes ſo elected and choſen, we 
will have them to be preſent and continue at the parliament of us, our heirs and ſue- 
ceſſors, at the coſts and charges of the aforeſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes of the town and 
pariſh aforeſaid, for the time being, and of their ſucceſſors during the time that ſuch 
parliament ſhall happen to be kept, in like manner and form. as other Burgeſſes of the 
Parliament for any other places, cities, boroughs or towns whatſoever within our king- 
dom of England, they do or have uſed to do. 

Sheriff of the county of Devon to be directed to make his precept to the Mayor and 
Burgeſſes of Tiverton, for the electing and returning two Burgeſſes to parliament. 

No ſtranger cr foreigner to ſell any wares or merchandizes in ſhop or otherwiſe, nor 
uſe any occupation or manual art within the towa and pariſh, without the ſpecial licence 
of the Mayor and greater part of the chief Burgeſſes, excepting at the fairs and markets. 

Liberty to purchaſe lands, tenements, &c. to the yearly value of 100 marks, that are 
not held in capite, or knight ſervice, given to the Mayor and Burgeſſes. 

Liberty given to any perſons to ſell or alien any lands or tenements, &c. except as 
before, to the Mayor and Burgeſſes, to hold and poſſeſs in their corporate capacity. 

Two fairs to be held yearly ; one on the ſecond Tueſday next after Trinity Sunday, 
the other on Michaelmas day. 

Tolls, fines, profits, &c. appertaining to the fairs, and all other rights and privileges 
given by theſe letters patent, to be held and enjoyed by the Mayor and Burgeſſes for 
ever, on their yielding and paying to the King five marks annually. 

The inrollment of theſe letters patent to be firm, good, and effectual in the law, and 
to be conſtrued to the greateſt advantage and benefit of the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes. 
Theſe 


—. 
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Theſe preſents granted under the great ſeal of England, without fine or fee, —In tel 2 
timony whereof we have cauſed to be made theſe our letters patent. Witneſs myſelf at 
Weſtminſter the roth day of Auguſt, in the thirteenth year of our reign of England, 
France and Ireland, and of E r yu r HN By writ of privy ſeal, e. 


CarTwaicur, 


| No. 6. 
Abſlraft of the laſt Charter, granted by King George the Firſt, 

PREAMBLE fimilar to the former charter. 

Recites, That the town was very antient and ez and inferior to no town in 
the Weſt for making woollen cloth, 

That the firſt charter was granted roth of Auguſt, the 1 3th of King James the Firſt. 

Supplication to be reſtored and created de novo. 

Created a body corporate and politic, by the name of —Mayor and — 

To ſue and be ſued in their corporate capacity: TIO! 

To have a common ſeal. A on 

That there ſhall'be a Mayor and twelve Capital Burgas a and twelve bade, the 
moſt diſcreet and honeſt of the inhabitants. | 

They may and ſhall meet together on public ſummons by the Mayor 3 P the greater 


part of them (the Mayor to be one) ſhall have power to make ordinances, &c. to impoſe 
fines, penalties, &c. and to have them to their own uſe. 


Nathaniel Thorne to be the firſt Mayor, and to continue until the next Tueſday 
after the feaſt of St. Bartholomew following, and "until another be ſworn, 


The Capital Burgeſſes, | VD. Aiſtants. 
Oliver Peard CLLeonard Blagdon 
John Upcott q William Hewett 
Peter Atkins | William Upcott 
George Davey, ſen. > Daniel Woodward 
Peter Bartow | William Burridge 
Samuel Burridge John Norman 
George Davey, jun, Clement Govett 
John Triſtram Robert Dunsford 

) Caleb Inglett 


* 


Charles Plympton » 
J ohn Maunder 


-» 
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* The faid Mayor, Capital Burgeſſes, and Aſſiſtants, or majority, the Mayor being one, 
do elect from the Aſſiſtants four to be Capital Burgeſſes, and from the diſcreeteſt inha- 
Litants a ſufficient number to compleat the number of twelve Burgeſſes and twelve Aſ- 
ſillants, before the firſt of February next. 

Nathaniel Thorne to be ſworn Mayor before William Colman, John Ham, Richard 
Nutcombe, Thomas Bere, jun. Robert Manning, and Rev. Samuel Newite, or any two 
of them. 

The Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants to be removed for il behaviour, otherwiſe to continue 
for their natural lives. 

The Mayor not to act before taking the corporal oath. 

The Capital Burgeſſes arid Aſſiſtants to be ſworn in preſence of the Mayor, before 
they be admitted. 

When any members die, or be removed, others to be elected in their places, by the 
Mayor and Burgeſſes, or the major part of them, the Mayor to be one. 

If any elected Mayor, Burgeſs, or A ſhall refuſe the office, to be fined any fine 
not exceeding fifty pounds. 

To ele& one of the Burgeſſes Mayor on Tuefday next after St. Baickols nos, be- 
tween the hours of nine and twelve in the forenoon, for one year, and until another be 
ſworn. | | 2142 | 

To be ſworn the ſecond week following his election, in the Bees of the preceding 
Mayor, and as many of the Burgeſſes as ſhall be aſſembled with him, 

If the Mayor dies, or be removed, another to be elected by the major part of the 
Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants, to execute the office during the reſidue of that year. 

To have a Recorder within the town during pleaſure, who ſhall have power to ap- 
point a deputy. 

John Webber, Eſq. to be firſt Recorder. 

On his death, or removal, the Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Aſſiſtants, or the greater part 
7 them, to ele& another, who, before officiating, ſhall be ſworn in preſence of the 

ayor. 

To have a Clerk of the Peace and Town-clerk within the town, 

George Davey, the elder, to be firſt Town-clerk, during pleaſure. 

On his death, or removal, to elect another, during pleaſure. 

To have all fees belonging to ſuch offices, as are had in any city or town corporate 
in England, 


The Mayor to have power to adminiſter reaſonable oaths to the Burgaſlas, Aſſi Wente 
Recorder, and Town-clerk. 
The Mayor to have a caſting vote in all elections. 


Upon the death of the Mayor, the Juſtice to have a caſting v ote in all caſes where 
the number of votes ſhall be otherwiſe equal. 
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The Mayor, Juſtice, and Recorder, to be Juſtices of the Peace within the borough, 
Power to commit delinquents (refuſing to find ſureties) to priſon. 
And to enquire of all miſdemeanors, &c. as the Juſtices of the county can. 


The Mayor, or Recorder, and Juſtice (of which the Mayor or Recorder to be one), 
to indict all delinquents, &C. 


Not to proceed to determine any petty treaſons, felonies, or other offences touching 
the loſs of life or member. 


No Juſtice of the county to act within the town and pariſh. 
This not to extend to exclude them from executing that office in all matters concern. 
ing revenues, 


The Mayor to adminſter the oath of a Juſtice of Peace t to the Recorder and Juſtice, 
and the Recorder and Juſtice ſo ſworn to adminiſter ſuch oath to the Mayor. 
The Mayor, Recorder, and Juſtice, or two of them (whereof the Mayor to be 


one), to hold a general ſeſſions of the peace, and to ſend perſons for treaſon, felony, 
& c. to the county gaol. 


To have a priſon, whereof the Mayor for the time being to be Keeper. 


To hold a court of record on Tueſday in every ſecond week : not to hold plea ex- 
ceeding 100l. 


Attachment, &c. not to be ſerved by the Serjeants at Mace out of the pariſh and 
precincts of the ſame. 


To have two Serjeants at Mace, to be appointed by the Mayor, and ſworn. 


Reſtoration of all lands, fairs, markets, tolls, powers, franchiſes, privileges, &c. a: 
granted by former charter of King James the Firſt. 


In teſtimony whereof, &. Witneſs, &c. 4th day of December, in the elevent!. 
year of our reign. By writ of privy ſeal. 


» Cocks.* 
P. Yorke, 
C. Wearg. 20th Auguſt, 1724. 


— ß 


LIMITS or rus TOWN or TIVERTON. 


 LOWMAN-BRIDGE ; and no farther up Elmore than oppoſite and * 
Lowman- bridge. 
Great gutter at the town's end. 


Red gate at the head of F rog-ſtreet, which is adjoining the town leat. 


1 From authenticated copies of the charters in the poſſeſſion of George Owens, Gent,—to whoſe 


friendſhip the editor gratefully acknowledges himſelf er 23 many communications, and the pe- 
ruſal of ſome valuable manuſcripts. 


Little- 
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Little-ſilver-bridge. 

Barnſtaple Inn, at the higher end of Weſtex. 

A gutter at the lower end of Weſtex, which comes from Mr. Hodge's court, juſt 
above Mr. Gorton's mills. 

Theſe are the out-bounds of the town; beyond which the Serjeants at Mace have 
10s. 8d. for every arreſt. 

N. B. Wellbrooke and the leat are not in the town. 


— mn 


No. | 7. 


1 Copy of an Afedavit in the court of Chancery. 


ANNO DOMINTI 1624. The Earl of Devon with the conſent of Madam Alſon 
de Ros (and Symon her Sonne) then Earl of Weltmorland (longe ſince aboute the 
tyme of Kinge Edward the firſt) gave a certaine Riveratt or Brooke com onlie called 
the Towne Lake to remaine to the uſe of the Inhabitants of the Towne of Tiverton 
in the Countie of Devon for ever weh water riſeth in the lands Sometymes the Earl of 
Devons called Buckhayes and Whitton and was by all their Conſents conveyed over 
pcell of the lands ſometyme the Inheritance of the Earle of Weſtmorland of his late 
Mannor of Chettiſcombe and thence it was (and now is parted before the Farmers 
dore at Chettiſcombe. The Inhabitants of the Towne of Tiverton are to have the 
one halfe of the ſaid Water in Som er and the one thirde parte in Winter and the Te- 
nants of the Earl of Weſtmorland and his heires at Chetiſcombe to take the reſt And 
ſoe it hath contynued tyme out of Mynde and beyounde the memorye of Man And 
there hath alwaies tyme out of Mynde by nine certaine waies pathes and paſſages com on 
for all people to paſſe out of St. Peter's over into Bampton Street entringe in at a place 


in St. Peter's Street where Mrs. Elizabeth Prowſe Widowe hath a Gate now Standinge | 


and to paſſe towards the Eaſt out into Bampton Stieete at the Place where one John 
Crudge hath a Gate now ſtandinge and ſoe backe againe And the like out of the 
High Streete into Newporte Streete entringe in at the place where the gate lately builte 
by Mr. John Coggan nowe ſtandeth and to. paſſe all alonge by the Towne Lake to- 
wards the North over and through ſome parte of the Grounde belonginge to the Parſon 
of the Portion of Clare out againe into Newporte ſtreete at a place called Webbers 


Broade Stone where Mr. H ugh Cholmeley Clarke hath a Wall now ſtandeth neere 


unto a houſe wherein one Webber ſometymes dwelte w® houſe is now in the Occupa con 
of Mr. John Toogood and others and ſoe backe againe 


x See Pariſh Vellum Book of Records in the library of St. Peter's church. See alſo Part III. 
Li of Donations, No, 1; and Part II. date 1262, note, No, 19. 


And 
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And theſe pathes wayes and paſſages did lye all wayes overte and open ſor all People 
to paſſe as well to the Town lake for the turninge thereof into the ſeverall Streets and 
for the Cleanſinge and Scowringe of the water and paſſages thereof as alſo to paſſe 


uppon all other occaſions, And noe perſon was permitted to turne the ſame out of his 
Courſe into their backſides or houſes 


And there were certaine Styles all along by the Town lake in the backſides as well 
in the Towne as out of the Towne untill it — — to Chettiſcombe Village. Of wen 
Styles ſome of them are yett to be ſeene And there are and tyme out of mynde hath 
byn ſuſſicient p ſons yerelie choſen and Sworne Officers called water Bailiffs to ſee the 
ſame Water and Water Courſe well ordered and to bringe and convey the ſame Water 
into the ſame Towne accordinge as is aforeſaid and to take care that the ſame Water 
be preſerved Cleane wholeſome and Sweete for the uſe of Man's bodye and to take 
Order that no Piggs or Swyne be ſuffered to goe at large in the Streets at any tyme but 
if any ſuch were founde or taken they the ſaid Water Bailiffs to drive them to the 
Pounde that the Owners of them mighte be puniſhed for their neglecte in ſufferinge 
their beaſts to go at large 


And the wayes ware foe large that a Man might paſſe wih. a horſe and Crookes or a 


payre of Panyards or a payre of Potts or W] . a wayne to remove the filth taken out 
of the Town lake and to carrie or recarrie tymber earth Stones or gravell as neede or 


occicon ſhould require And the fame Madam Alfon de Ros gave Elmore unto certaine 
Freeholders of the ſaid Towne to remayne for a Comon to the uſe of the poore Inha- 
bitants of the Towne of Tiverton aforeſaid forever and the order was that if anie P ſon 
did take away anie earth there for his buildings or other Comoditie then he ſhould 
bringe in ſo manye Seams of dongue or other good Soyle to fill up the Pitt or Pitts 
againe And this hath byn the Order tyme out of mynde. 


Teſt Jon DevyMaAN. 


1 


4 


No. 8. 


IN the year 1774, September 1. At a proceſſion and ſurvey of the Town Lake, 
this day held by Mr. Martin Dunsford, Portreeve, Henry Atkins, Eſq. Steward, and 


divers other perſons, from a ſpring ariſing near an aſh pollard at the head of Norwood 
Common, to Coggan's Well, near the Market-croſs, Tiverton, which is the extent of the 
Town Lake; they publicly claimed the Town Lake for the ſole uſe of the inhabitants, 
and others reſiding within the town of Tiverton. Not leſs than 100 perſons attended 


— 


TT "0p" 


the Portreeve, Steward, &c. throughout their proceſſion, which was begun at Coggan's 
Web and ended at Norwood Common aforefaid. | 


(Teſt. ) MaTTaew TaLLEY, who 
attended as Clerk to the Steward, and noted all diverſions, &c. of the Town Leat, and 
they were preſented at the Court Leet accordingly. 4 
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N. B. A full and particular account of the ſurvey and proceſſion is entered in the 
Court Leet * books, and ſigned by the principal perſons who attended ; likewiſe by the 


Portreeve and Steward, and by me, 
| Morne TALLEY. 


Tus TITLE or rum COURT or ras HUNDRED, MANOR, 
axzd BOROUGH or TIVER TON. 


Hundred, Manor, and THE Court of the Honourable Sir Thomas Carew, Bart. 
Borough of Tiverton, Dame Elizabeth Carew, and Edward Coleman, Eſq. in and 
in the county of Devon. I for the hundred, manor, and borough aforeſaid, there held 

| the 28th day of October, 1773, before Mr. Martin Dunſ- 
ford, Portreeve, and Mr. Thomas Enchmarch, and Mr. Thomas Warren, Free- 
ſuitors of the fame Court. 

A. B. complains of C. D. in a plea of treſpaſs on the caſe upon promiſe, &c. 


Mem. Mr. Martin Dunsford was the firſt Portreeve, on reviving the Court on the 
28th day of October, 1773. 


No. 9. 


An * Adareſi of Thanks from the Mayor and Corporation, Clergy, and principal 
inhabitants of the town of Tiverton, in the county of Devon, to the generous 
contributors to the ſufferers by the late fire in Tiverton. 


WE, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, the Mayor, Corporation, Clergy, and prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the town of Tiverton, in the county of Devon, being deeply ſenſible 
of the tender and compaſſionate regard that his moſt excellent Majeſty King George, 
our gracious Queen- Caroline, and his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, have been 
pleaſed to ſhew for this unfortunate town, by timely ordering their royal bounties for 
the relief of our poor unhappy ſufferers, do, in their behalf, beg leave, with the pro- 


1 The above is copied verbatim from an entry made in the books belonging to che Court of the 
bundred, manor, and borough of Tiverton, held in the names of Sir Thomas Carew, Bart, and 
Edward Coleman . Eſq. preſent Lords of the faid manor, &c. 


2 F rom a wines copy in the poſſeſſior. of John Govett, ſurgeon, 
3 3 foundeſt 


* | 'Y 


421 


4.22 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVER TON. 


foundeſt ſubmiſſion, to return them our moſt hearty thanks for this their . and 
exemplary benevolence. 

And humbly we requeſt all perſons, of what order, quality, or diſtinction 4 who 
have either given the ſingle, or joined in the collective charities above ſpecified, that 
they would accept of this our public and moſt thankful acknowledgment of their good- 
neſs and generoſity towards our ſuffering people; aſſuring them, that as we have uſed 
our beſt endeavours to proportion the diſtributions already made to the neceſſities of the 
ſufferers, ſo we will proceed after the ſame manner in dividing what money there is now 
in hand, and what ſhall hereafter be ſent in, amongſt thoſe who want it moſt. Our 
other ſufferers, who are bleſt with better circumſtances, being likewiſe bleſt with a ſpirit 
that ſets them above putting in their claims for a dividend in the charitable collections 
with the needy, for whom only by our generous benefactors they were deſigned. 


Nathaniel "Thorne, Mayor Philip Blundell John Richards 

Peter Bartow, jun. Peter Blundell Thomas Enchmarch 
William Upcott Peter Bartow Samuel Lewis 

Walter Broad Samuel Burridge William Heathfield 

John London Leonard Blagdon John Parſons 

John Richards, jun. George Davey John Vyvyan, Rector of fein 
Michael Glaſs William Burridge Sam. Newte, Rector of I id- 
Thomas Glaſs, jun. John Maunder \. combe 

Clement Govett Robert Dunsford William Mervin, ReQtor of 
Thomas Heathfield Caleb Inglett Clare 

Richard Denſham Oliver Peard Sam. Smith, maſter of Blun- 


George Oſmond John Norman dell's free ſchool 


— 


Copy of an Inſcription on a Marble 3 Stone in the front f the Ry TT e 
that flood in the centre of Foregſtreet, Tiverton. 


IN MEMORY 


Of that dreadful fire, which, on the 5th day of June, A. D. £731; by God's permiſ- 
ſion, burat down near one half of this populous town, ee the ne ſuſtained 
amounted to the ſum of 60, oool. 

And to the immortal honour of thoſe well-diſpoſed Chriſtians, who, at feveral volun- 
tary collections contributed upwards of 11,0001. to the relief of the unhappy ſufferers ; 


3 This ſtone was taken down at the fame time with the Croſs and Shambles, in 1783, and ſold, 
with the materials of thoſe buildings, to Edward Boyce, Mae in whoſe poſſeſſion i it now remains. 


x particularly 
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particularly of thoſe . perſons of this town, who, by diſclaiming any ſhare in the 
charity, though ſufferers themſelves, became generous benefactors. 

May this marble ſtand as a laſting monument of our gratitude and repentance till 
the general conflagration. 


Glory be to God, who. in the mudſt of his js Jodgments remembers mercy. Amen. 
W. Urcorr, P. 


No. 10. 1 
Copies of Tables in St. Peter's church. 


ON A TABLE AGAINST THE ORGAN-LOFT. 


_ THE Cuſtomes of the towne and pariſh of Tiverton, as they have been delivered 
time out of mind, and confirmed by the pariſhioners of the ſaid pariſh, at a Public 
meeting for ſale of ſeats the firſt day of November, 1662, as followeth. 

Imprimis. That whoever ſhall break the ground in the church for a burying-place, 
ſhall pay to the churchwardens five ſhillings, for the uſe of the church. 

Item. That all the ſeats in the'pariſh's hand ſhall be publiſhed in the church three 
times, three ſeveral days before the day of ſale, which day is publicly to be made known 
in the church. 


Item. That all ſeats put to ſale ſhall be openly ſold by the churehwardens at the 
tomb-ſtone where the beſt proferer ſhall be heard.. 


Item. That whoſoever ſhall buy a ſeat as aforeſaid, ſhall enjoy the ſame for their 
life, they living in the ſaid pariſh. 

Item. That the party whoſe life the ſeat' is held by 1s the proper owner, and not 
the party that ſhall contract fur the ſame when held by another life. 

Item. That if any who hath a ſeat for his or her life ſhall depart out of our ſaid 
pariſh, and be an inhabitant elſewhere: one year und a day, his or her ſeat is forfeited, 
and the churchwardens may: put the ſame to ſale again, unleſs the partie be unmarried 
or rated to the poor of our pariſh, for ſuch may keep their ſeats notwithſtanding, | 

Item. That a man deceaſing having a wife, and have one or more ſeats in the 


church, ſhe (nian enjoy what feat 'ſhe ſhall chooſe ef her Nuſband's' n ber fe if 
ſhe be a pariſhoner, or rated to the poor. 


Item. That a woman can claim but one ſeat EY her huſband, Yon ſhe way have 
had more than one huſband. 


Item. That any perſon having a ſeat in our church may y yield it into the pariſh, 
and the an may fe ſel! 1 th fat me, and, the party is to have half he money. 


No. 11. 
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No. 11. 
ON. A TABLE oft THE CHANCEL-DOOR. 


178 3. 
Han en DuxsForD and Joan Barr, Wardens. 


AT a veſtry meeting, held September 3, 1783, the fees of the Sextons, as under, 
were 1 aſcertained, determined, and fixed, by the Rector, Wardens, and pariſhioners : 


For every pariſh burial — - - - * 1 6 
For every day-labourer, or perſon in a club - — — o 3 6 
For every gentleman and tradeſman, or maſter of buſineſs = o 5 o 
For every perſon buried in à vault - - - TS. as We 
For every vault dug in the church-yard, and for the burial incluſive - 1 1 © 
For the burial of a child, viz. from an infant to fourteen years of age. 0 2 6 
Ringing and tolling the bell one hour to be included in the above 9 

but to pay for every hour more, and ſo in proportion 0 1 0 
Every grave to be five feet deep; but if any om chuſes it "LMS to pay 

per foot extraordinary - o 1 0 


Every perſon deſiring and having the minute bel tolled, to pay | extracrdinary o 1 0 


8 A 8 
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| INSCRIBED AGAINST THE WALL IN, THE BELFRY. 
178 6. | | 
MARTIN DunsForD and NaTHantEL Coors, © Churchwarders 


ARTICLES, 


— on by the ® Ringers, aſſembled for that purpoſe in the belfry, June 28, 1756. 
Approved and confirmed by the Wardens. SL Age 


, I. THAT cher bei rang every Sandy dee dae dine bu. 
the uſual time. 


: ce 


1 To prevent impoſition i in times of diſtreſs, 


2 Thomas Rodd, ſen, Preſident; Thomas Beck, Gr Thorne, Ana Rodd, Thomas Rodd, jun. 


1 ohn Were, Joſeph Somers, John Webber, Robert Land, Robert Land, jun. Th 
II. a 


PART VI. AFP PE NN DAUX. 


II. That on the regular appointed ringing days, the ringers meet at ſeven in the 
morning to begin; after breakfaſt, at ten in the forenoon ; ; and, in the afternoon, at 
one, three, and fix o'clock, 


III. Every ringer abſent 3 at the beginning of the peals at the aforementioned times, 
ſnall forfeit bd. ; 


Iv. For every oath {worn, or curſe uttered, by a ringer in the belfry, 6d. 


v. For every ringer quarrelling or fighting in the belfry, or getting intoxicated, ſo 
as to be unable to ring properly, to forfeit 6d. 


VI. Every other perſon curſing, ſwearing, quarrelling, or fighting in the belfry, to 
be turned out, or to be filent, and to forteit 6d. 


VII. Every perſon in the belfiy, ringer or not, making a noiſe, or Ly in time 
of peal, to forfeit 6d. | 


VIII. Every perſon ringing with his hat on, to forfeit 6d. 


IX. No innholder to be choſen a ringer, or continued if he W ſuch; and no 
ringer to be expelled the ſociety, nor any new one appointed to ſupply a vacancy, by 


death or otherwiſe, but by the majority at a fair election, and with the approbation X 
the wardens. 


X. Every perſon, not one of the regular ringers, that rings a bell for his ados, 
muſt, if required by the ſexton, forfeit 6d. | 


XI. All forfeitures to be deducted, by the preſident of the ringers, from each of 
their ſhares of the firſt monies paid for ringing after ſuch forfeitures. 


XII. No peals to be rung without the knowledge and conſent of ſhe wardens, if i q 
town, on the forfeiture from the ſociety of ringers of 28. 6d. 


30 | HS No. 13. 
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* 1 
A TABLE AGAINST THE WALL OF THE DINING-HALL 


BILL or FARE ron 
THE POO 
Eſtabliſhed at a Veſtry va age ue OSPITA | FA 


— 


Days, E47 N ; 
| 95. Mran. Men 
| wy A Women. Working Children Children | 
Breakfaſt, Bread, 6 oz. 5 OZ od ITY a 
8 | Cheeſe, 2 02. 2 Ox. 4 ou J 02. ae 
NDAY, Dinner, 3 — 1 quart 11 1 a el ** 1 0z, and half 
5 * | cer, t pint i . 1 pint 
| bee, te de., Half int ee 
AD ilk, 1 pint & j | * . 
p no a en 7 pin 
Breakfaſt read, 6 os. E 
| * |? Broth, 1 12 5 02, | 
art 7 OZ» 
MONDAY, Dinner Cheeſe, 1 on 7 pint and half 1 pine 
; Pudding, 1 pound —＋ ; 3 rom 
Supper, Bread, 6 02. 5 e. _— | "PA 
1 ; Tilke x pint & olf| 7 pint and half | 1 Sot.md half | 7 vice 75 
{ Bread, 6 oz. 0 > * — 
Breakfaſt, Broth, r quart : Tort 17 | OZ. ö 
| 1 I OZ, 1 3 f pint and half | x pint 
. read 8 a # OZ. 
| TUESDAY, Dinner, E $44 l aa 4 0. i 1 
3 Ws [64 | . Zo 2 OZ 
I 5 {CBeer, 1 pint : E 102. 
| Supper, Bread, 5 02% 2 . | | : ou Quarter pint 
1 8 off 4 Cheeſe, 2 oz * 0 : hoy 3 Oz 
* 8 1 . T7. «2 OZ. * 
1 | | 1 OZ, 
Bread, 6 oz. - n — — 
nnen Po 3 quart - — fern: 4. 
Cheeſe, 1 02. 1 e. — +4 © 01 
FC os, gf ig i H+= 
n A pay 
FOLD Beer, 1 pi 15 _ oY ev x age Bow! of vegetables] Bowl of vegetables 
ne, ¶ te evi fed bikes in. 
— — 1 pint ; "oi OZ, 
— A 2 ” alf 2 — and half 11 pint and half | 4 pint 
1 Breakfaſt, Bread, 6 oz. 5 0s WISH #454 —_— — 1 
1 : Broth, 1 qu y a : 4 5 OZ; 5 40. 
rTHuR! '7 ' Cheeſ = 2 1 pint and half SJ 
| RSDAY, Dinner, peaſe oy F OT. I oz. os. | I pint 
| Beer At 4 1 quart 1 pint and half | ? nt 
| F In | I 2 , * pin 
Supper, Bread, 6 oz. {T3 by * pigt | Quarter pint 
{— Milk, 1 pint & half | 2 piat and h 4 O. 3 02. | 
| ma 2 BE : nd half | 1 pint and half | 1 pint 
Bread, 6 oz. 6 or. — . a 
1 | Breakfaſt, ' Broth, 1 quart : quart | S OZ, 4 03. 
, Cheeſe, 1 02. | x 02, 1 pint and half | 1 pint 
FRIDAY, Dinner 3 My OZ. 3 OZ. | 7 K 8 I OS, 
| 1 3 eih, 0 _ 6 02, Yrs 2 OZ» 
» Bowl of vegetables | Bowl . O2. 
f ns | FBres 5 1 Wy 8 0 = . vegetables Bout of vegetables Bowl of vegetables 
ö 12 — T Cheele, 2 oz. 2 08» n 3 
| . _ 
| Breakfaſt, Bread, 6 oz, 1 $02 7 ured 
Broth, 1 quart p 3e. 40. 
SATURDAY, | Dinner, Cheeſe, ag 2 Ii pant and half | x pint 
Pudding, 1 pound 41 pound 1 1 
guppe Bread, 6 02, 125. 8 oz. 
* Pper, | Milk, 1 pint & hal 82 & CZ 3 OZ 
1 , . * 1 
THomas WINsLox, Eiq 7 r pint 
q Mr, GzorGEe D NNE | 
AND Churchwardens, Mr. Joux Bu eee 
Overſeers. 


Mr. ſonn HARD, 
_ Mr, GzorGE Besr. ty, 


Ame. n. —_——— 
—_ "= 
— 
» — 


Mr. WIITIAN Lewis, 


2 


PART VID APPENDIX. 127 
No. 14. 
ON A TABLE AGAINST THE WALL OF THE DINING-HALL. 
15:49 $6; 
ME MORANDUM, 


Days allotted for the innocent recreations of the poor inhabitants of this Hoſpital. 


Shrove-tide, two days. Each fair, one day and half, 
Eaſter, two days. | The fifth of November, 
Whitſun-tide, two days. Chriſtmas, two days, 

The twenty-ninth of May. 


Fees allowed the perſons employed in the ſeveral offices in this houſe. 
To the perſon that reads prayers - — weekly, 2d. 


To four chamber-women, each — — ditto, 1d. 
To three kitechen- women, each - - ditto, 1d. 
To the perſon that attends the ſick - = 9 « ditto, 2d. 
To two waſhers, each - - - ditto, 1d. 
To the baker * — - — ditto, 1d. 
To the brewer - IL? - ditto, 1d. 
To the ſchool-maſter - - 5: ditto, 4d. 
To the barber - - - — ditto, 1d. 
To the cobler s m - * ditto, 2d, 
To the gate-keeper - . 0 - ditto, 1d. 
Mr. Max TIN DuxsrorD, Y. Mr. Tromas STACK, 
Mr. RicHn. SHARLAND, 
een Churchwardens. Mr. WILLIAM Sroxz, Qrerieers, 
Mr. NATnhANIEL Cooke, ) Mir. RoßkRT Cooke, 


J. Squire, Del. 


103 A . | No, 15. 
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1698, 


April 15, 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS os TIVERTON. 
No. 13. 


Anxo Decimo GvuLlittmi III. RREOIS. 


Heads of au Act for erefting Hoſpitals and Work-houſes within the town and 


"pariſh of Tiverton, in the -1nty of Devon, for the better employing and 
maintaining the Poor thereof. 


THIS act to commence the 6th of June, 1698. 

'The corporation to be perpetual, 

The Mayor, Recorder, Capital Burgeſſes, and Aſſiſtants, 26, and the Portreeve, and 
25 of the ableſt and diſcreeteſt inhabitants, to be choſen by thoſe rated one — per 
week in all 52 members. 

The Mayor, or four of the Capital Burgeſſes, to call an aſſembly. 

Guardians to be choſen June 6th for three years, or *till others be choſen. 

The Mayor, &c. to hold a court the firſt Monday in June in every third year, for 


thoſe who pay one penny a week to elect Guardians. 


All incorporated by the name of Governor, Deputy Governor, and Guardians of 
the Poor of the town and pariſh of Tiverton. 
The Mayor, &c. and Guardians, at the veſtry, or elfewhere, on June 20th, or other 


time, to chooſe a Governor, Deputy Governor, Treaſurer, and twelve Special Aſſiſtants, 
to be choſen for one year, fix of each body, 


Officers may be removed. | 

The Governor, Deputy Governor, or fix Special Aſſiſtants, empowered and required 
to keep a court the ſecond Monday in every ſecond month, accounting January the firſt, 

Fifteen neceſſary to make a court. 

To be held between nine and eleven in the forenoon, or by the Duputy Governor 


between eleven and one; and in both their defaults, by any fix Aſliſtants after one. 
Governor at any other time may hold a court. 


Twenty may require an extraordinary court. 

Like powers of the Deputy Governor and ſix Aſſiſtants. 

All required to be preſent, and not to depart without Fene, on the tally of five 
Shillings. 

The court impowered to ſummon the Churehwardens and Overſeers, or others, and 
to produce books and papers relating to the poor, and anſwer proper queſtions, on die 
penalty of two ſhillings and ſix-pence each. 

The court are allowed to make a common ſeal and bye laws, &c. may buy, rent, or 
build hoſpitals for poor and idle perſons, and poor children until 16 years old, and then 
bind them apprentices for ſeven years, by indenture, to be binding on the maſter and 
apprentice. | 


A com- 


PaxT VI. "APPENDIX. 


A committee of thirteen, or ſeven Guirdiats appointed by the court, _ correct 
and puniſh the poor in the houſe. 


Three thouſand pounds allotted for building hoſpitals to be raiſed by 5ool. a year; 


—_ — ͤ—ô.ND——— ets oo-_ oo 
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and the maintenance of the poor in the hoſpital not to exceed the ſum paid in either of 


the three years before the 20th of June. 


The Mayor and a Juſtice required and impowered to cauſe to be raiſed and levied 
by taxation of every inhabitant, &c. to be aſſeſſed by Churchwardens and Overſeers, by 
warrant, and collected by them. 

Aſſeſſments to be ſubject to the MOOT I of the twelve Aſſiſtants. For want of 
diſtreſs to commit. | 

Money to be paid to the Treaſurer, 

Liberty to appeal for an unequal taxation at governs quarter ſeſſions, where may be 
made a legal final order. 

On the Juſtices neglect, Churchwardens and Overſeers have power; and on their 
neglect, the Hoſpital Corporation have power to levy on them what they ſhould have 
riſen. 


Twenty-one members of the corporation have power to chooſe for a Guardian any 
man who ſhall charitably give 5ol. 

Corporation to maintain the poor (except thoſe provided for by gifts, &c.), and exa- 
mine what poor are in the town; and WEN rogues, vagrants, &c. and ſet them 
to work for three years. 

The corporation power to chooſe and diſplace officers as is proper. 

No officer appointed by this act to be liable to the penalties mentioned in the act of 
25th of King Charles II. 

Treaſurers to account for monies received.by them from the Overſeers to ſuch perſons 
as the majority of this corporation thall appoint. 

On neglect or default may be committed to common gaol. 

Penalties to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale of offenders goods, by warrant under the 
hands and ſeals of two Juſtices of the town and pariſh of Tiverton, 

All gifts may be received by the corporation for the uſe of the poor. 

Any action at law againſt this corporation that ſhall be . the plaintiff to 
pay treble coſts. 

No perſon that gives one hundred pounds or more towards the building, &c. of the 


hoſpital, viz. towards the 3000l. to be. raiſed, ſhall be taxed or rated for money, ſtocks, 
or perſonal eſtate, for fix years. 


3X No. 16. 
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1732. 
6th 
_ Geo. II. 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, or TIVERTON. 
No. 16. | 


41 44 75 an AF to mene dangers from Fire in the town: of 
i vet | Tiverton, &c.: 


- INDUCEMENT—Becauſe the dreadful fire on the 5th of June, 17 31, was chiefly 
occaſioned by the great number of thatched houſes and walls. 

Therefore firſt enacted, That all houſes, outhoyſes, roofs, walls, and other buildings, 
that have ſince the ſaid fire been erected and built, or begun to be ſo, or that ſhall here- 
after be built and erected within the ſaid town, ſhall be covered with lead, ſlate, or tile, 
and not otherwiſe. 

That the ſeveral trades of diſtiller, pablic dyer, public — 3 (whoſe 
dry ſhall not be covered with ſlate, ſtone, iron, or tile), chandler, ſoap- boiler, neadler 


of braſs or copper, or any other perilous trade, ſhall not, nor ſhall any of them at any 


time hereafter, be carried on, uſed, or exerciſed ; nor ſhall any ſtack or ſtacks, rick or 
ricks of hay, furze, wood, corn, or ſtraw, or any fuch like combuſtible matter, be erected, 
placed, or made at or near the principal public parts or ſtreets of the ſaid town. 

Anv houſe, &c. now built, or begun, or hereafter to be built, covered otherwiſe, or 
any ſtack, rick, &c. placed otherwiſe, to be nuiſances. 

Any perſon guilty of ſuch nuifance, who ſhall refuſe to rectify or remove ſuch in 
ſpace of one month after notice grven by the Mayor or Juſtice, ſhall forfeit the ſum of 
five pounds for every month ſuch grievance is unredreſſed, with full coſts of ſuit. 

To be recovered by acdion of debt, plaint, or bill of information, by any perſons who 
ſhall ſue for the ſame. 

Governor and Guardians of the poor of the pariſh W to buy engines, and 


make parochial rates for that purpoſe, with the approbation of the Mayor and Juſtice. 


The Mayor and Juſtice, or two Capital Burgeſſes, impowered to order houſes to be 
uncovered or pulled down, to prevent the ſpreading of the fire. 

Governor and' Guardians of the poor impowered to make rates to fatisfy. the owners, 

Court conſtituted for the purpoſe of ſertling all diſputes about grounds, rights, and 
ſituations ; and all diſputes ariſing in conſequence of the ur great fire between the 
ſeveral proprietors and claimants. _ 

The faid court may appoint and decree the alteration of ſtreets and public places, for 
greater convenience. N 

Any proprietor of houſe, Kc. refuſing” to rebuild vithin the ſpace of three years 
obliged to alienate their lands, by the direction of the ſaid court. 

To impannel a jury for that purpoſe, to determine the value. 

Any perſon aggrieved, muſt complain to the Judges of Aſſize within twenty days after 


the decree of the court, who may order a commiſſion for rehearing, whoſe determina- 


tion n ſhall be final. 
Oath 


Par VION APPENDIX: 


Oath to be taken by the Commiſſioners of the ſaid court, to do juſtice to all perſons 
concerned. 

Court indemnified againſt proſecutions. 
And it is hereby further enacted, That this act, fo far as the ſame relates to the pre- 
venting dangers from fire in the faid town for the future, ſhall be, and is hereby de- 
cared to be perpetual; and the remainder of this act ſhall continue in force for the 
term of fifteen years, to be computed from the 24th day of June, 1732, and from thence 
till the end of the next feffions of parliament, and no longer. 


— i M 
* — — 


— 


No. 17. 


tract of an AF for making a chapel in the town of Tiverton, in the county 
of Devon, a perpetual Cure; and for providing a maintenance for the 
Miniſters who ſkall officiate therein named St. George's Chapel.” 


WHEREAS. the pariſh church of Tiverton is not capable of receiving the inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid pariſh; and whereas a parcel of ground in or near St. Andrew's ſtreet 
hath been purchaſed for the ſcite of a chapel of eaſe, and a cemetery for the burial of 
Chriſtian people; and whereas the ſaid chapel, and walls incloſing the ſaid chapel-yard, 
hath been built on part of the ſaid ground ſo purchaſed by the inhabitants of the faid 
town and pariſh, by ſubſcriptions among themſelves, and by other benefactions and on 
the other part of the ſaid ground is remaining a dwelling-houſe, now in the occupation 
of John Patey ; and foraſmuch as no proviſion hath been made for a miniſter or mi- 
niſters to officiate in the ſaid chapel, and a competent maintenance for him or them, 
and for defraying the reparations of the ſaid chapel, and other future incident charges; 
and foraſmuch as the inhabitants within the ſaid town and pariſh are deſirous to have 
the ſaid chapel conſecrated ; and whereas part of the ground above mentioned is part of, 
and doth belong to, a certain burgage tenement, in a ſtreet, called High-ſtreet, part of 
the manor of Pool Anthony, in the pariſh of Tiverton aforeſaid; and whereas Sir 
William Wyndham, of Orchard Wyndham, in Somerſet, Baronet, Lord of the manor 
aforeſaid, did grant and demiſe ſo much of the ſaid burgage tenement as is made uſe of 
as part of the ſcite of the ſaid chapel and cemetery unto John Upcott, of Tiverton for 
one thouſand years, in truſt, in order to the erecting a new church and church-yard ; 


aforeſaid, Eſq. and whereas the pariſh of Tiverton hath long been divided into four 


quarters or portions, named Pitt, Clare, Tidcombe, and Prior's ; ; and whereas the cure 
of the ſaid church hath uſually been performed by four ſeveral miniſters in reſpect to the 
faid four portions, each of them in one whole week in every month throughout the 
Nr ; and whereas Prior's portion is an appropriation, and doth belong to the Provalt 

and 
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and Fellows of King's College, Cambridge, and the ſaid Provoſt and Fellows have, 
from time to time, found and provided a curate to officiate in the ſaid pariſh church of 
Tiverton ; and whereas John Vyvyan, Clerk, is the preſent incumbent in the portion 
of Pitt—William Mervin in the portion of Clare—and Samuel Newte in the portion 
of Tidcombe ; and whereas the ſaid Rectors, with the Curate for the ſaid Prior's por. 
tion, have, ever ſince the finiſhing the ſaid chapel, without recompence, ſupplied the ſame 
in all divine offices, and have propoſed, that they and their ſucceſſors, with the Curate 
for Prior's portion, ſhall at all times hereafter officiate in the ſaid chapel in the fame 
manner as they now do in the pariſh church of Tiverton, provided a competent yearly 
proviſion be made for the ſaid Rectors and Curate, but ſuch proviſion cannot be eſta. 
| bliſhed without the aid of an act of parliament ;—therefore be it enacted, &c. 
| To be a perpetual cure. 
| The chapel-yard, &c. with houſe adjoining, veſted in the ſaid John vy William 
| Mervin, Samuel Newte, and the Curate of Prior's portion, who are appointed the firſt 
1 Chaplains. 

To be called —Chaplains of the new church. 

Enabled to ſue and be ſued in all courts. 

To purchaſe lands, &c. for themſelves and ſucceſſors, not exceeding 100l. for annual 
proviſion and maintenance of the ſaid Chaplains for time being. 

Sixty pounds per annum clear to be paid to the Chaplains, 151. to each, by quarterly 
payments, on the four moſt uſual feaſts or days of payment. 

The Chaplain in rotation to perform the duties of a miniſter of the Church of Eng- 
land regularly, as they are performed at the pariſh church, every week, and each the 

| fucceeding week after his performing the duty of the pariſh church. 

} To perform ſervice and preach a ſermon every forenoon and afternoon on the Lord's 
1 | day, and adminiſter the facraments, as is appointed by the book of common. prayer ; 
| and in caſe of neglect of office, may be cited before the Biſhop of Exon. 

Not to be diſcharged from the cure of ſouls, &c. but to remain as uſual. 

Wardens for the church to act for the chapel, who may let or ſell the ſeats or pews 
| for 21 years; or ſell for any number of years, determinable on the death of the purchaſer. 
| Rent to be payable quarterly or weekly, to the Chapel-wardens. 

No leaſe or fale to be made to any but inhabitants of the pariſh of Tiverton. 

| | Chapel-wardens to be accountable for monies, &c. as the Church-wardens are. 


: — _ 


And (with the conſent of the majority of the Miniſters) may order the affairs belong- 


ing to the chapel as the Church-wardens do the church affairs. 


| Een, Chapel-wardens may leaſe the houſe belonging to the chapel for 21 years ; the rent 
| payable quarterly to them. 


| The Miniſters, or the major part of them, to appoint a Clerk, and other officers for 
the faid chapel, to continue during their lives, unleſs removed by them for reaſonable 


To 


cauſe, 
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To have a falary, not exceeding 101. and fixed by the Chapel-wardens, with conſent 
of the Chaplains, or the major part of them, and payable as the Chaplains ſalary. 

Salaries, repairs, and ornaments, &c. about the chapel and yard, to be borne by the 
pariſhioners. * 

Wardens to pay the falaties out of any pariſh or public monies in their hands, and 


thereout keep the faid chapel, yard, and walls in repair, and find neceſſaries for the per- 
formance of divine ſervice out of ſuch monies. 


In caſe of default of payment of ſalaries for fourteen days after the days of payment, 
the Chaplains, Clerk, and other officers, may ſue for the ſame againſt the Wardens in 
any of his Majeſty's courts at Weſtminſter by action of debt, and have treble coſts. 

Chaplains, Clerks, and other officers, in caſe of default of payment of their ſalaries, 
may make their complaint before the Mayor or Juſtice, on oath, who ſhall ſummon the 
perſon or perſons to attend them within fourteen days, to ſhew cauſe why ſuch default 
is made, on oath ;z and if no ſufficient cauſe be ſhewn, or for non-attendance, the Mayor 
or Juſtice may levy ſuch ſalaries, by diſtreſs and ſale of offenders goods and chattles. 

And in caſe there is not ſufficient diſtreſs, that the ſucceeding Church-warden and 
Wardens ſhall pay ſuch arrears; or in caſe of default, to be ſued for the ſame by action 
or complaint as aforeſaid, but to be brought within two months after his being ſwgrn 
into the office. 

And in caſe of non-payment of the rent or fines for the ſeats as aforeſaid, the War- 
dens may ſue for the ſame by action, or complaint and diſtreſs, as aforeſaid. | 
| Chaplains proviſion to be a perpetual maintenance, above all ſurplice fees, gifts, or 
bequeſts to them. 

All neceſſary ſums to be rated and levied upon the inhabitants by a church rate, and 
ſubject to ſuch proceedings in caſe of default of payment as other church rates are. 

All monies, rents, and other perquiſites belonging to the chapel, to be accounted for 
by the Wardens: as public money, and to be ſued for the ſame as other Wardens are. 

That the money ariſing by ſelling or letting the ſeats, or any other perquiſite belong- 
ing to the chapel, be firſt applied towards payment of the ſalaries, repairs, and other ne- 
ceſſaries relating to the ſaid chapel. 

The Chapel Rectors, Curates, and Wardens, to be under the juriſdiction of the 
Biſhop of Exon, and be viſited as other eccleſiaſtical benefices with cure are. This act 
not to extend to deſtroy any of the powers of the Biſhop, Archdeacon, Chancellor, or 
Official, within the dioceſe of Exon. 

This act not to extend to the preſentation of rectories, or nominations of the ſaid 
Curates, 

Perſons ſued in 8 of this act may plead the general iſſue; and if defendants 


have a verdi& ; or plaintiff be Os or diſcontinue, the defendant to recover 
treble coſts. 


Ta be a public aR. 
3Y No. 18. 
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to a place called the White Ball, in the ſaid pariſh of Sandford- arundel; and from the 


the town of Tiverton, through the ſeveral pariſhes of Tiverton, Halberton, Butterleigh, 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


No. 18. 


AbſtraR of an Act for amending ſeveral Roads leading from the tewn of Tiverton, 
in the county of Devon, commonly called“ The Turnpike Act.“ 


PREAMBLE.—Whereas the highways; or roads, leading from Lowman-bridge, in 


Bradninch, and Silverton, to the workhouſe in the town of Silverton ; and from a 
place called Hunt's Houſe, in the ſaid pariſh of Tiverton, in the way to the ſaid town 
of Silverton, through the pariſhes of Tiverton, the town and pariſh of Halberton, 
Sampford-peverel, Burliſcombe, Culmſtock, Holcombe-rogus, and Sandford-arundell, 


way-poſt, or north-eaſt end of Lennard moor, in the pariſh of Burliſcombe, in the 
road between the town of Tiverton and the White Ball aforeſaid, through the ſeveral 
pariſhes of Burliſcombe, Halberton, Willand, and Cuflumpton, to the town of Cul- 
lumpton; and from a place called Exeter-hill-foot, in the way to Silverton aforeſaid, 
through the ſaid pariſhes of Tiverton, Halberton, and Cullumpton, to the town of 
Cullumpton ; and from a place called Burrough-corner, in the pariſh of Halberton, 
through the pariſhes of Halberton, Butterleigh, and Cullumpton, to a place called Bur- 
naford, otherwiſe Bunnival's Croſs, in the pariſhes of Cullumpton and Bradninch ; and 
from a certain houſe, known by the ſign of the Hoop, in a ſtreet called Weſtex, in the 
faid town of Tiverton, through the ſeveral pariſhes of "Tiverton aforeſaid, Bickleigh, 


Thorverton, Cadbury, Cheriton-fitz-payne, Stockley-pomeroy, Shobrooke, Upton- 


helions, and Crediton, to a place called Crediton-forches, in the faid pariſh of Crediton ; 
and from Wellbrooke-bridge, in the ſaid town of Tiverton, through the ſeveral pariſhes 
of Tiverton, Calverleigh, Loxbeer, Stoodley, and Rackenford, to a place called Cruſey- 
houſe, in the ſaid pariſh of Rackenford; and from a public houſe, known by the ſign 
of the Bottle, in the pariſh of Calverleigh, in the road to Cruſey-houſe, to the ſmith's 
ſhop at the weſt end of Templeton-hill, beyond the brook of water in the road from 
Tiverton to Witheridge ; and from a place called Penny - park, in the ſaid pariſh of Ti- 
verton, in the way leading to Rackenford aforeſaid, to a place called Grubeare bridge, 
in the ſaid pariſh of Tiverton ; and from a place called Cottey-houſe, in the ſaid pariſh 
of "Tiverton, in the way to Rackenford aforeſaid, to a place called Worthy-bridge, in the 
ſaid pariſh of Tiverton ; and from a place called the Bampton Inn, in the ſaid town of 
Tiverton, through the pariſhes of Tiverton and Bampton, over Bampton-down, to the 
foot of Batham-bridge, in Bampton-town—are become ſo ruinous and bad in the winter 
ſeaſon, and, in ſeveral places, are ſo narrow and incommodious, that the ſame cannot, 
by the ordinary courſe and method appointed by the laws and ſtatutes of this realm, be 


ſufficiently and effectually amended and kept in good repair without the aſſiſtance of 
parliament ;—for remedy whereof, &c. | 
| Truſtees— 


Paar VI APP EN N DI X. IKO reit 
Truſtees the Earl of Thomond, Mayor and Corporation of Tiverton,” Maſter of 
I ͤ an e eee TEE: 
gy A Rs ee eee 0 ent 0 
For every ditto with four horſes . 4400 bid 0:0 9 
For every ditto with two horſes wits t 6 - 0 0 6 
For every ditto with one horſe ; e - 0 0 3 
For every waggon or cart with five horſes - - 0 1 © 
For every ditto with four horſes. hi! py... - 0.0 9 
For every ditto with three or two horſes — - 0.0 6 
For every ditto with one horſe - |, = 1 ©  o= 0 O 3 
For every horfe or mare, not drawing 1; 49 — o 0 1 
For every drove of oxen or cows, per ſcore o o 10 
For every drove of calves, hogs, ſheep, or lambs, per ſcore 0 o 


= And ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs number. 
Such tolls veſted in the Truſtees, nine of whom form a court. 
Tolls may be leſſened, with conſent, by nine or more Truſtees. 
Commencement and continuance of the act from the time of paſſing during the term 
of twenty-one years, but ſubject to alteration. : I 
Roads amended, and money repaid, tolls to ceaſe. | 
Application of the tolls: Truſtees for repairing the roads to pay and diſcharge all 
expences of paſſing this act, and of ereCting ſuch turnpikes, gates, and toll-houſes, as 
they ſhall think fit; after paying ſaid expences, &c. then the money ing 1 
duties, &c. to be laid aut towards the repairs of the ſaid Te &c, F 
Tolls not ſubject to repair pavements. 
Qualification of the Truſtees proved by the following cath: | | 
« T, A. B. do ſwear, that I truly and bona fide am, in my own . the right 
of my wife, in the actual poſſeſſion and enjoyment, or receipt, of the rents and' profits of 
lands, Tenements, or hereditaments, of the clear yearly value of fifty pounds; or poſ- 
ſeſſed of perſonal eſtate alone, or real and perſonal eſtate, together, to the amount or 
value of one thouſand pounds. So help me God.“ 1 4 
Perſons acting as Truſtees not ſo qualified, to pay ae to any who ſhall inform and 
ſue for the ſame. | 2 21113919 
Penalty for avoiding 1 208. 0 time.” s2Hhav Hach * 
Penalty for taking tickets from ethers, uſing forged tickets akin off cali a and 
leaving horſes, &c. near the gates, 20s. each tine. 
T ruſtees to erect ſide- gates where they think proper. 1 | 
Truſtees to chooſe officers ; likewiſe n to pay 0 eder ſuch denne. 1 
ſhall ſeem reaſonable. 
| Officers to account, on path for monies, ge. on aii in every Sts 


log: Surveyors 


"> 


- G6 


435 


: 
f 
\ 
1 
| 
: 


ae tt ene + 
- 


436 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON:. 


Surveyors may dig for gravel, without paying for it. | 

Surveyors to get materials out of quarries, en payieg;: Gie this tens 
' Surveyors to remove annoyances lying near the ſaid roads, &c. may clean any ditch, 
&c. adjoining ſaid roads, -&c. and may cut down any tree, &c. in caſe the owners, 
&c. of the premiſes where ſuch annoyances ſhall happen to be neglect to remove the 
ſame within ſix days after notice given them; and if, after removal of ſaid annoyances, 
any perſon offends again, to forfeit for every ſuch offence 208. 

Surveyors to have cauſeways, bridges and drains made, by conſent of Truſtees. 

Truſtees may widen or divert any road not exceeding the breadth of thirty feet. 

Provided, that in widening any road, &c. nothing ſhall be done which _ injure 

any houſe, garden, &c. or avenue to any houfe. _ 

Individuals, bodies politic, &c. may ſell to Truſtees any ground, &c. If any perſon 
refuſe to agree with the Truſtees for ſuch land, &c. the value to be aſcertained on the 


oaths of a jury of twelve indifferent men, to be ſummoned by the Sheriff of the county, 
on warrant iſſued to him from the Truſtees, 


Truſtees impowered to examine any perſons as witneſſes concering the ere and 
to examine ſuch witneſſes before the faid jury upon oath. 

All perſons intereſted in the faid determination to have their lawful challenge againſt 
any of the jurymen. 

Truſtees are impowered to impoſe any reaſonable fine on ſuch Sheriff, or deputy, for 
any defaults reſpecting ſummoning faid jury, not exceeding 101. 


Old road to be fold for the beſt. price that can be got, ed e WES 
towards the repairs of the others. 


Tolls to be paid but once a day. | 
Truſtees to cauſe the roads to be meaſured ban the place where it begins, and mile- 


ſtones to be erected ; and if any perſon pull down, injure, or deface any or either of 


the faid ſtones, to forfeit and pay 40s. ; and in caſe the perſon ſo offending hath no 


goods on which the faid penalties can be levied, to commit ſuch perſon to the houſe of 


correction for one calendar month, or until he, ſhe, or they, ſhall have paid the ſad 
ſum of 40s. 

Truſtees to erect weighing engines for the weighing of carts, &c. the charges of 
ereCting the ſame to be paid out of the tolls. 

Any perſon who ſhall unload any goods, &c. before he, the, or ns hall come to 
the gate, with intent to avoid the payment of the tolls, to forfeit the ſum of 405. 

Perſons and pariſhes continued liable to repair the roads ; and that every inhabitant 
of the ſaid pariſhes, &c. who ſhall rent any land, &c. of the yearly value of 50l. ſhall 
be deemed and taken to keep a team, ſhall repair the highways of the ſeveral pariſhcs 
&c. and places in which they ſhall live. 

a to deliver to the Truſtees liſts of ſuch perſons, upon oath, as * 
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Viable to do their ſtatute work on the faid highways ; likewiſe liſts of the roads liable to 
be repaired within the faid pariſhes, within fourteen days after notice in writing, ſigned 
by the Clerk to the faid Truſtees, 

Truſtees to ſettle the proportion of ſtatute work. 

Surveyors to pay a penalty of 51, on n of duty. 

Truſtees may compound for ſtatute work. | | 

Perſon aggrieved in any determination of Truſtees, right of appeal to quarter ſeſſions 
of Tiverton, , 

Penalties and forfeitures rents by warrant of diſtreſs from five Truſtees, or 
the Juſtices, on the offenders goods. 

If no goods, to be committed. 

Right of appeal to the next quarter ſeſſions. 

Truſtees to ſue in their own names, or Clerk's. 

Right, intereſt, and property of toll-houſes, &c. veſted in Truſtees, 

Truſtees dying, or refuſing to act, others to be choſen, 

Truſtees to have no place of profit. 

Truſtees to meet at the Town-hall, and appoint a Clerk, &c. 

Right of adjournment. Ek 
To meet firſt Monday after every quarter day. 

Truſtees may borrow money rate of intereſt not to exceed the ſum of 41, a year for 
every 1001. 
Aſſignment of deeds to be — in preſence of two credible witneſſes. 
Y Money to be conſidered as borrowed upon the credit of the tolls only. 

Sums to be borrowed :—No mare than 12,0001. on the credit of the tolls, unleſs the 
perſon or perſons intitled to four-fifths of the money ſhall conſent thereto. 


No priority to be * to any bre Wenn advancing any ſum fo to be bor- 
rowed. | 


Notice of 88 on the credit of the tolls to be ten days. 
Method of recovering money lent on the tolls : Creditors to receive and collect the 


tolls granted on the faid roads after three months notice in writing to the Clerk, and - 


the principal and intereſt ſhould not be paid, and to apply them rateably to the pay- 
ment of their debts and intereſt. 


' Tolls of the ſeveral roads to be deemed ſeparate funds. 


When one road is repaired, and money borrowed thereon repaid, tolls may be ap- 
Plied to the repairs of the other roads. 


TFruſtees to take ſecurity from the Treafurer as they think fit. | 

Exemption from tolls All horſes or carriages in his Majeſty” $ ſervice; z In the ſer- 
viee of the roads; in carrying manure for the fields and gardens, or to cultivate the 
A; ; in carrying hay, ſtraw, &c. unſold ; horſes going to or coming from paſture— 
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fhocing—carrying woollen goods to mills, tenters, &c.— raw hides, ſkins and leather to 
and from houſes of inhabitants—dyewoods to and from mills—in paſſing vagrants le- 
gally—or in going to, or coming from, church on Sundays, or attending funerals, 
Penalty of claiming exemptions unlawfully, ten ſhillings. - 
Penalty on perſons drawing timber, except on wheel carriages, twenty ſhillings, 
' Truſtees may begin to repair the roads from the White Ball, &c. and ike gatos 
there, or thereabout. 
Coſt and expences of the Truſtees or Juſtices to be paid. 
Account of money borrowed, and proceedings, to be entered i in a book. 
Neo perſon to be doubly proſecuted for the lame offence. ” 
Truſtees may act as Juſtices. | 
No perſon ſelling ale, or ſpirituous liquors, to hold a place of a 
Writings to be without ſtamps. | 
Limitation of actions. 
General iſſue, 
1 Treble coſts. 
1. To be deemed a public act. 


* 0 


1 * 4 

it ——— F1 
—ñ—ñ—— — 
. ” . . 


= Ss | No. 19. 


Abflraft of an Act to continue the term, and render more effeflual, an Af paſed 
=. in the 3 1ſt year of his late Majeſty, for amending ſeveral Roads leading 
from the town of Tiverton, in the county of Devon ;” and for repairing and 
widening the road from Bickleigh-bridge-croſs, over Bickleigh-bridge, to the 
fign of the Swan, in the town of Silverton ; and alſo the road from Bickleigh- 
wood-croſs to Ford-village-water, in She ſaid county, 


| 
| #767, PREAMBLE, reciting the act 31ſt Geo. II. | 
| The former act further continued twenty-one years, and to be in force, except 
| wherein altered, by the preſent. 
Truſtees to repair the roads from Bickleigh-bridge-croſs to the Swan at Silverton, 
and from Bickleigh-wood-croſs to Ford-village-water ; and may erect turnpikes 
thereon, and take tolls thereat. 

Truſtees to amend and repair the road from the may paſt, or north-eaſt end of Len- 
nard moor, to the White Hart, in Cullumptan. 

Tolls collected on all the ſeveral roads to be now joint funds for payment of monies 
borrowed, and repair of the roads. 


Truſtees 
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Truſtees may leaſe the tolls. 

Truſtees may borrow any money on giving ten days notice of a meeting for that 
purpoſe. Intereſt not to exceed the ſum of 41. a year for every tool. 

Truſtees may turn the roads. 

Expences of juries to be paid out of the tolls, &c. 

All perſons, towns, pariſhes, &c. that have been uſed to repair the TOY &c. be- 
fore the making this act, repair as uſual. 

Truſtees impowered to repair and widen Bickleigh bridge, and alſo to * toll thereat. 

Truſtees to pay out of the tolls, or money borrowed, the expences of paſſing this act. 

Limitation of actions. 

General iſſue. 

Treble coſts to any defendant le under this act. 

To be deemed a public act. 
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1 Abbeys, or Religious Houſes, in the county of Devon, with their ſeveral valu- 
ations at the time of ſuppreſſion, in the reign of King Henry VIII. 


e., A priory of Cluniac monks, founded by Johel, Earl of Britany, C. 5s. d. 
about the year 1000, dedicated to Jeſus Chriſt, the Virgin 


Mary, St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. Mary Magdalene ;. 123 0-7 
Buckland, A monaſtery of Ciſtertians, founded by Amicia, Counteſs of 
Devon, and Lady of the manor of Tiverton, anno 1287, 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. Benedict - „ "247 27 9 
Buckfaſl, An abbey of Ciſtertian white monks, founded by Duke Alfred, 
about the year 1000, dedicated to the Virgin Mary 466 11 2 
Canonſleigh, A nunnery, founded by Walter Claville, about the year 1 100, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary - - 22 13 23 
Cormworthy, A priory, founded by the Edgecombes — 2 63 2 10 
Crediton, A college of twelve prebends, founder unknown, dedicated to 
the Holy Croſs and St. Lawrence - - 149 14 5 
Dunkefwell, A monaſtery, founded by William, Lord Brewer, for Ciſter- 
tian monks, anno 1201, dedication unknown "WE AN ae oh 


x The above liſt and account collected from Dugdale, Speed, Riſdon, Britannia Antiqua, Cc. 
| Oo Cathedral, 
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Cathedral A monaſtery of Benedictine monks originally, founded by King Ty: 
| Athelſtane, about the year 920, dedicated to St. Mary and 


. St. Peter, endowed with 26 towns and villages, &c. and 
2 many holy relicks. 
b F.. Je 5 A priory for Cluniac monks, founded by Baldwin, Ear! of 
* Devon, and Baron of Tiverton, anno 1146 — 502 12 
2 St. Nicholas, A priory, founded by the monks of S h about the 
year 1090 - - 24.09. 29126 147 12 


LS:.74bu Bap. A priory, founded by Gilirt and Joh Lerigi/raceitiants, of - 
Exon, for Franciſcan friars, or an hoſpital for five prieſts, 
nine boys, and twelve poor people - - 102 12 


Ford Abbey, Founded by Adeliza, ſiſter of Richard de 8 Sheriff of 
Devon, about the year 1100, for the Ciſtertian monks of 
Brightly many of the Courtenay family, Earls of Devon. 
and Lords of Tiverton, were buried in this abbey 374 10 
Frithel/toke, A priory of canons regular, founded by Robert Beauchamp, 


dedicated to God, the Virgin Mary, and St. George, or 
St. Gregory Pa - * 


— 127 3 
Hartland, A monaſtery of canons regular originally, founded by Galfri- 
dus, ſon of Oliver de Dinan, time uncertain — 306 3 
Newenham, A monaſtery of Ciſtertians, founded by Reginald de Mohun, 
anno 1246 — — — 227 7 


Ottery, A priory of Benedictines, dedicated to St. Mary, founded by 
King Edward Confeſſor, anno 1060, afterwards made a 
collegiate church - — 1 - 303 2 
Piſſelo, A priory of Benedictine nuns, dedicated to St. Catharine, 
founded by William Brewer, Biſhop of AD about the 


year 1230 — — — 170 2 
Pilton, A priory of Benedictine monks, founded by King Athelſtane, 

| about the year 920, dedicated to the Virgin Mary 56 12 
Plympton, A college of canons ſecular, founded by King Edgar, or ſome 


otker of the Weſt Saxon Kings, about the year 970 912 12 


Taviſtock, A monaſtery of Benedictine monks, founded by Ordgarius, 
Earl of Devon, about the year 960, and dedicated to St. 
Mary and St. Burion—the abbots were barons of parliament 902 5 7 

Torr, An abbey, founded by William, Lord Brewer, about the year 
1230, for the monks of the order of Præmonſtratenſes 396 oy 11 
ones; 
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Tatnth A religious houſe, founded by Juhellus, or Judhael, dedicated C. 5. 4. 
to God, and the holy martyrs St. Sergius and St. Bachus; 
alſo a priory, founded by Roger Newman, for Cluniac 
monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary - - 124 10 2 


No. 21. 


Authentic Lift of the * Church-wardens annually elected for the town and pariſh 


of Tiverton, by the votes of ſuch pariſhioners as pay ſcot and lot, or the 
major part of them, aſſembled for that purpoſe on Eaſter Monday. 
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CHURCH-WARDENS. 
Quarters, or 
For the town. For the country. portions of the 
| pariſh, 

1601. Pitt 

1602. 

1603, 

1604. 

1605. 

1606. 

1607. Elias Bennett John Blagdon Pitt 
1608. John 2 Weſt Anthony Chamberlayne Clare 

1609. | 

1610, 

1611, Thomas Berry Arthur Culme Pitt 

1612. James Corniſh John Sellake | Clare 

1613. John Toogood Nicholas Chamberline Tidcombe 

1614. John Berry Henry Chamberline Prior's 

1615. Humphry Colman Edward Amey Pitt 

1616. Roger Slee John Sharland Clare 

1617. George Hukely Thomas Voyſey Tidcombe 

1618. Richard Prowſe Robert 3 Read Prior's 

1619. Robert Crudge John Prowſe Pitt 


1 From Hewett's Memoirs, the Church-wardens Account Books, and Veſtry Journals, 


2 See Part III, Liſt of Donors, No. 35. 
3 See Part III, Liſt of Donors, No. 30. 
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1634. Thomas Lane 


1635. Roger 5 Giffard, Eſq. 


1636, Humphry Cogan 
1637. Aquilla Skinner 
1638. John "Tucker 
1639. William Marks 
1640. William Leigh 
1641. John Goddard 
1642. William Palmer 


1643. George Waldron, Eſq. 


1644. Robert 7 Chattey 
1645. John Upcott 
1646. Peter Bare 

1647. Thomas Fowler 
1648. John Dewman 
1649. Peter Land 

1650. John Barrett 
1651. Rich Prowle 


4 Of Chevythorne barton. 


5 Suppoſed to have lived in the Caſtle, 
6 Part IIT, Liſt of Donors, No 48, 


7 Part III. Liſt of Donors, No, 56. 


CHURCH-WARDENS, 
The town. The country. 
1620. John Southwood Ralph Crudge 
1621. Valentine Hartnoll Roger Voyſey 
1622. Thomas Berry | John Hunt 
1623. Vincent Kingwell Nicholas Tremlett 
1624. William Ham Edward Prowſe 
1625, Edward Amey Richard Croſs 
1626, Humphry Sydenham John Tucker 
1627, George Hartnoll John 4 Francis, Eſq. 
1628. William Bray John Mogridge 
1629. William Deyman John Duckham 
1630. Peter Blundell Philip Shortridge 
1631. Simon Soper Roger Chamberline 
1632. Thomas Leigh John Bidgaod 
1633. Robert Sparrow John Denham 


William Sellake 
James Corniſh 
George Thorne 
John Chamberline 
Chriſtopher Croſs 
Richard Parkhouſe 
Gregory 6 Sharland 
John Blagdon 
Richard Ford 
Peter Atkins 

John Sharland 
Thomas Prowſe 
William London 
John Pingſtone 
Silveſter Huckley 
Michael Oſmond 
Richard Webber 
Alexander Bidgood 


Prior's 


Clare 


Pitt 


Quarters. 
Clare 


Tidcomhe 


Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 


Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 


Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe - 
Prior's 
Pitt 


1052, 
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CHURCH-WARDENS. 

inn e un. The country. Quarter. 
1652. Thomas Lane Nathaniel Thorne Clare 
1653. James Clarke | John Sibley Tidcombe 
1654. Robert 8 Burgoine, Efq. Anthony Gill Prior's 
1655. John Thruſtone John Paſmore Pitt 
1656. Peter Bare Richard Melhuiſh Clare 
1657. William Wood John Croſs Tidcombe 
1658. Thomas Thomas William Tucker Prior's 
1659. George Huckley John Gill Pitt 
1660. William Abell Gregory Chamberline Clare 
1661. William Berry John Thomas Tidcombe 
1662. Samuel Foote John Bayley Prior's 
1663. John Blundell, Eſq. Henry Beedle Pitt 
1664. John Trow John Bidgood Clare 
1665. George Hartnoll John Bryant Tidcombe 
1666. John Prowſe William Deyman Prior's 
1667, William Hewett Roger Chamberline Pitt 
1668. William Powell George Clark Clare 
1669. Thomas Sampford Thomas Prowſe Tidcombe 
1670, Richard Wood Robert London Prior's 
1671. Michael Oatway John Froſt Pitt 
1672. John Iuey Humphry Wright Clare 
1673. John Lane Henry Blagdon Tidcombe 
1674. John Forſe Baldwin Ackland Prior's 
1675, Thomas 9 Keene Zachary Bidgood Pitt 
1676. George Davey John Quick | Clare 
1677. Nicholas Hitchcock Robert Manley Tidcombe 
1678. John Upcott Anthony Gill Prior's 
1679. Peter Pearſe Peter Atkins Pitt 


$ Suppoſed to have lived in the Caſtle; 


9 This year the members of the corporation claimed the right of clefting Church-warden for the 
town of Tiverton, and nominated Wm. Powell to that office, They were reſiſted by the pariſhioners 
at large, who elected Thomas Keene, The matter was carried into the Biſhop's court at Exon, which 
determined the right of election to belong to all the pariſhioners paying ſcot and lot, by the majority of 
thoſe aſſembled; and that the claim of the corporation was uſurped, and contrary to law, Mr. Keene 


was conſequently returned, and ſworn into the office, 
Heweti's Memoirs. 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVER TON: 


CHURCH-WARDENS, 
The town, The country, Duarters, 
1680. John How John 10 Shapcott Clare 
1681. Matthew Jenkins Abraham Kerſlake Tidcombe 
1682. Robert Burridge Richard Ford Prior's 
1683. Peter Morſe Arthur Culme Pitt 
1684. John Triſtram Triſtram Furlong Clare 
1685. . John Gilberd John Eveleigh Prior's 
1686. Thomas Gilberd Richard Denſham Tidcombe 
1687, Edward Gatchel William Sharland Pitt 
1688. Nathaniel *: Cleaveland Thomas Read Clare 
1689. William Upcott John Croſs Tidcombe 
1690. William Froſt Richard Deyman Prior's 
1691. Bernard Goddard John Duckham Pitt 
1692. William Wood Humphry Wright Clare 
1693. George Davey John Lock Tidcombe 
1694. Richard Spurway Peter Sharland Prior's 
1695. Francis Plympton George Bowden Pitt 
1696, Thomas Carſwell Humphry Crooke Clare 
1697. John Maunder Nicholas Chamberline Tidcombe 
1698. Robert 12 Stone John Richards Prior's 
1699. Thomas 13 Dunsford William Froſt Pitt 
1700. Matthew Wood Henry Chamberline Clare 
1701. Thomas Hewett James Taylor Tidcombe 
1702. Thomas Glaſs John Roberts Prior's 
1703. Peter Carthew John Duckham Pitt 
1704. William Heathfield John Carpenter Clare 
1705. Richard Cock Robert Norman Tidcombe 
1706. Robert Smith William Bidgood Prior's 
1707. Nathaniel Thorne John Hurley Pitt 
1708, Robert London John Bradford Clare 
1709. Peter Bartow Michael Frankpitt Tidcombe 
1710. Oliver Peard John Cock Prior's 


10 See Part V. note 33, for an extraordinary anecdote of this perſon. 


11 All the tables of public donations againſt the pillars of the middle aifle of St. Peter's church 
were put up by Mr, Cleave!and, a merchant of Tiverton, who appears to have been very attentive 
to this important part of the duties of his offiq -public reſpe& is therefore due to his memory. 


12— 13 Theſe perſons were the firſt diſſenters from the church eſtabliſhment that filled this office. 
1711. 


PART VI. APPENDIX. 
CHURCH-WARDENS. 
Vx The town The country. 
1711. John Andrew William Sharland 
1712- John Triſtram John Furlong 
1713- George Davey John Blundell 
1714. Daniel Deyman Thomas How 
1715. John Warren Robert Heard 
1716. Richard Patey George Gill 
1717. Samuel Burridge, Eſq. John Poger 
1718. Daniel Woodward William Deyman 
2719. Leonard Blagdon Richard Burridge 
1720. William 4 Hewett John Gammon 
1721. John Norman William Samford 
1722. Robert Dunsford John Anſtey 
1723. Michael 15 Glaſs Robert Oſmond 
1724. Thomas Glaſs, jun. John Lock 
1725, John Newton Richard Denſham 
1726, Oliver Peard Robert Wright 
1727. Clement Govett Joſeph Heard 
1728. James Oland George Gill 
1729. Walter Broad | 
1730. Thomas Birchenſha John Gill 
1731. John London John Marſh 
1732. Samuel Lewis Thomas Carpenter 
1733. Thomas Heathfield John Chave 
1734. Caleb Inglett William Vinicombe 
735. Thomas King Henry Beedle 
1736. Clement Govett Thomas Anſtey 
1737. Bartholomew Davey James Croſs 
1738. John Cannington John Roberts 
1739. Thomas Finimore John Bidgood 
1740. William Wood Jonathan Brooke 


14, Author of the Memoirs frequently referred to in this Work. 


Duarters, | 


Pitt 

Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 

Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 

Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 
Clare ; 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 

Clare 


Prior's 
Pitt 

Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 

Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 

Clare 


15 This year Clement Govett and Michael Glaſs were nominated by differing parties to fill the officg 
of Church-warden for the town, which was become more important by the diſſolution of the charter. 


The election laſted more than three hours; at lengi 
pariſhioners aſſembled, paying e 0 lat. 
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Michael Glaſs was _— dy the majority of 


Howett's Memoirs, 
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1941. 
1742. 
1743. 


1744. 


1745 
1746. 
1947. 
1748. 
1749- 
1750, 
1751, 
1752. 
1753. 
1754. 


1755. 


1756. 
1757. 
1758. 
1759. 
1760. 
1761. 


1762. 


1763. 
1764. 
1765. 
1766. 
1767. 
1768. 
1769. 
1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1773. 


1774. 
1775. 


1776. 
1777 


HISTORICAL MEMOIRS! or TIVERTON." -- , 


CHURCH-WARDENS. 
The town, The country. 
John Parſons William Sandford 
Peter Carthew William Anſtey 
Samuel Lewis John Duckham 
Richard Enchmarch Richard Courtney 
Spurway Patey Thomas Voyſey 
William Gorton Thomas Hartnoll 
George Lewis Thomas Chavye 
Charles Morgan John Sangar „ 
Thomas Bidgood Richard Hill t 
John Harris John Brailey 
John Parſons, jun. Anthony Gammons 
William Smale Henry Beſley, jun. 
William Beſly Nathaniel Cook 
John Webber William Roberts 
Richard Down John Sharland 
George Thorne Humphry Wright 
Martin Dunsford John Oxenham 
John Tucker, jun. Robert Wright 
Thomas Stark Richard Sharland 
John Beſly John Beſley *«= 
George Cruwys William Maunder 
William Horabin John Davey 
John Roſſiter Thomas Sharland 
David Gorton John Skinner 
Robert Zelly John Walters 
John Abell John Anſtey 
Thomas Hodge Hugh Chave 
Benjamin Dickinſon Samuel Hurley 
Andrew Cudmore John Baker 
John Owens George Bodley 
Peter Sharland William Sharland 
James Pulling Henry Beſlex 
William Stone Joſeph Hurley 
William Stone William Roberts 
William Smale, jun. John Davey 
John Owens, jun. i {Nathaniel Cook 
William Jenkins John Beſley 


Duarterg, 


Tidcombe 


Prior's 
Pitt 


Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 


Pitt 

Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 


Pitt 
Clare 


Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 


Pitt 


Clare. 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Pitt 


Clare 
Tidcombe 


Prior's 


Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe 


Prior's 
Pitt 
Clare 
Tidcombe 
Prior's 
Prior's 
Tid:ombe 
Clare 
1778, 


Parr VI. APPENDIX. 
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CHURCH-WARDE NS. | 

The town. | The country. | Quarteri. 
1778. William Jenkins Hugh 16 Sweatland 
1979. Henry Dunsford Thomas Winſloe, Eſq. Tidcombe 
1780. William Lewis John Davey | Prior's 
1781. William *7 Lewis Thomas Winſloe, Eſq. Tidcombe 
1782. George Dunsford Nicholas ** Dennys 
1783. Martin 19 Dunsford John Baker Pitt 
1784. Martin 20 Dunsford George Beſley Clare 
17185. Martin Dunsford Robert 21 Wright Prior's 


1786. 


16 The election of Hugh Sweatland was the firſt inſtance of the clergy of this pariſh interfering in 
the choice of church-wardens ; and they then nominated Mr, Sweatland. 


17 From the natural impracticability of making an . rate on perſonal property, and the many 
abuſes ſuch attempts of aſſeſſment had produced, it was entirely omitted by this Church-warden, with 
general approbation. 


13 The miniſters of this pariſh again interfered, and nominated Mr. Dennys to the office of Church- 
warden. 


19 At the cloſe of this year, when the Church-warden was a conſiderable ſum in advance for the 
pariſh, and had made a rate conformable to thoſe of his immediate predeceſſors ir. office for his diſhurſe- 
ment, with the conſent of the pariſh at a veſtry meeting, ſome few land- owners entered objections to 


the rate whilſt in the Eccleſiaſtical court at Exon for confirmation, without any previous notice to the 


Cburch- warden, for not aſſeſſing perſonal property: at this critical time it ſeemed for the purpoſe of 
detaining his monies, to compel him to do perſonally what had been generally diſapproved in the year 
2581 ; and thus they commenced a ſuit in the Inquiſitorial court, which laſſed many years, and coſt 
ſeveral hundred pounds, againſt the general ſenſe of the pariſhioners, who repeated|y direfted the 
Church-warden, at different veſtry meetings, to defend the rate, and not to aſſeſs perſona] property, for 
the reaſon before given, in note 17, and becauſe the inequalities of ſuch aſſeſſments (which it was im- 
poſſible to avoid) had been declared illegal in the ſupreme courts of civil judicature, though the Ordi- 


nary in this Inquifitorial court thought proper at length to determine otherwiſe, See Church-warden's 
Account for 1985, 


20 This year the members of the corporation interfered, and employed the influence of that body, 
in concert with thoſe land-owners who had begun the ſuit at law in the Inquiſitorial court at Exon, 
to have one of their adherents choſen Church-warden, They were oppoſed by the pariſhioners in ge- 
neral, paying ſcot and lot, that is, towards the parochial rates and taxes, who nominated Mr. Dunsford. 
The election laſted two hours. The greater part of all the payers in the pariſh were polled regularly, 
and Mr, Dunsford was returned duly elected, by a majority of 60 to 36. It is ſuppoſed that more than 
1500 people were collected in the church houſe and yard upon this occaſion, See the Veſtry Journal. 


21 This year the clergy again interfered, and nominated George Beſley for Church-warden. The 
pariſhioners oppoſed their claim, and nominated Robert Wright for the country, Caveats were entered 
by each party in the Eccleſiaſtical court againſt the nomination of the other, ſo that Mr, Dunsford was 


the 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


CHURCH-WARDENS. 
T ke totun. The country. Qnartert. 
Martin 22 Dunsford Nathaniel 22 Cook Tidcombe 
Gideon Acland William Coles Pitt 
William Smale : William Anſtey Prior's 
John Owens Thomas Gamlen Pitt 
John Owens Thomas Gamlen Pitt 
No. 22. | 
Lift of the Mayors of Tiverton. 
4 Auguff, Auguft, | 
1 1615. Richard Hill, alias 1 Spurway 1625. James 3 Corniſh 
1616. 1026. 
N 1617. 1627. 
1618. Richard Hill 1628. 
1619. John 2 Blundell 1629. 
3 1620. 1630. 
ſ 1622, | 1631, 
[ 15622. 1632. 
N 302% 1633. 
| 1024. 1634. 


| the ſole Warden ſworn at the viſitation. Both the others were ſworn a few weeks after at the Biſhop's 
1 | court in Exon, by mandamus from the Court of King's Bench. The cauſe was not litigated further 
| at this time, but Mr. Wright received and paid monies officially, and was eſteemed the only Warden 
for the country by the pariſhioners, who objected at the time of election againſt any nomination of the 
clergy excluſively, becauſe contrary to cuſtom immemorial, and at a future veſtry meeting impowered 
their attorney legally to ſupport the choice of the pariſhioners,” See Veſtry Journal. 


22 This year the Church-wardens were elected by the pariſhioners unanimoufly, Two of the mi | 

niſters of the church objected to the election, becauſe they had not the exclufive nomination of either; 

and entered a proteſt againſt it on the Veſtry Journal, but did not think proper to nominate any other 
perſon, or legally oppoſe the eleCtion, at this time, nor have they attempted it ſince. 


1 This Mayor, who did not continue in office a month the firſt time, appears to have been the belt 
benefaftor to the corporation. See Part III. Lift of Donations, No. 37. 


2 See Part V. note 206, 


3 See Part III. note 30. 
3 See 3 G5. 


Auguſt, 
1671. 


1672. 


1673. 


1674. 
1675. 
1676. 
1677. 
1678. 
1679. 
1680. 
1681. 


1682. 


1683. 
1684. 
1685. 
1686. 


1687. 
1688. 


1689. 


1690. 


1691. 
1692. 
1693. 
1694. 
1695. 
1696. 


1697. 


1698. 
1699. 


1700. 


1701. 
1702. 


1703. 


APPENDIX. 
Tux MAYORS, 


Henry Blagdon 


Sir Hugh Ackland 


John How 


Robert Burridge 

Bernard Goddard 

Roger Chamberlyn 

Peter Blagdon - 
Richard Spurway 

Francis Plympton 

Richard Spurway 

Peter Atkins 

George Davey 

Richard Spurway 


1708. 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 
Tut MAYORS; 


Auguft, Aug uſt, 

1708. Francis Plympton 1723. 7 No Mayor 

1709. Robert 4 Burridge Dec. 1724. Nathaniel 8 Thorne 
1310. George 5 Thorne Aug. 1725. Samuel Burridge 
1711. Robert London 1726. Leonard Blagdon 
1712. Arthur Culme 1727. John Norman 
1713. John Upcott 1728. Robert 9 Dunsford 
1714. George Thorne 1729. William Burridge 
1715. William 6 Upcott 1730. Samuel 0 Burridge 
1716. Nathaniel Thorne Peter 11 Bartow 
1717. George Davey 1731. Nathaniel Thorne 
1718. Peter Bartow 1732. John Maunder 
1719. Samuel Burridge 1733. Oliver Peard 

1720. Nathaniel Tharne ; | 1734. Nathaniel 12 Thorne 
1721. Oliver Peard — Richard 3 Denſham 
1722. Samuel Burridge 1735. John Richards 


4 This perſon was a very conſiderable and ſucceſsful merchant. He lived in the houſe oppoſite the 
Free Engliſh ſchool, in Peter- ſtreet; and is ſaid to have gained by the ſerge trade, in one year, the ſum 
of 10,500l. and that he generouſly gave his clerk the 500]. for his diligence and fidelity. 


s He was alſo a conſiderable merchant, and had great influence in the pariſh. He lived at the great 
houſe in Bampton-ſtreet, and acquired a large fortune at an early period in life. For other anecdotes of 
him, ſee Part IV. dates 1714 and 1720, note 106; and Part V. page oo. 


6 See Part IV. anno 1732, and Part VI. No. 9. 
The lift of Mayors imperfectly brought to this time was taken from Blundell's and Hewett's Me- 
moirs, and ſome other MSS. The records of the town afforded me no information. Beavis Wood, 


Gent. the preſent Town-clerk, informed me, he could not by any means make out a complete liſt of the 
Mayors under the former charter, from the. official papers. For the liſt of thoſe under the laſt charter 


we are indebted to him; and the author acknowledges his obligations to the ſame gentleman for ſome 
ether communications. ; 


8 The Mayor named in the new charter of George I. He ſucceeded his brother, George Thorne, 


in buſineſs; was Mayor five times, and a man of great ſize, as well as of great authority, in the pariſh 
many years. 8 


9 The moſt e manufacturer of be that ever lived in Tiverton. 
10 He reſigned the office. | 
11 Elected for the remainder of Mr. e s year, 23d gad, 1731. 


22 Died in his year of office. 


13 Ele&cd in November, 1734, for the remainder of Mr. Thorne's ycar. 4706 
; 4 . 
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Tus MAYORS, | 


Auguft, | Auguft, 

1736. George Oſmond | 1753. Oliver 18 Peard 
1737. Robert Dunsford R 1754. John Finney | ; 
1738. George Davey 1755. Oliver Peard, jun. i! 
1739. Peter "4 Bartow 1756. Henry Oſmond 0 
— William *5 Burridge 1757. Thomas How wh | 
1740. Leonard Blagdon 1758. Thomas Coſway 45.9 
1741. Walter 18 Broad 1759. James How 5 1 
1742. Peter Bartow 1760. John Voyſey 0 | 
1743- George Davey 1761. William Gorton 
1744. Oliver Peard 0 1762, Bartholomew 19 Davey 

1745. John Cannington — Thomas 20 Davey 

1746. Peter Bartow _ 1763. John Tucker 

1747. Henry *7 Oſmond 1764. John 2* Webber 

1748. Thomas Ho- 1765. George Cruwys 

1749. Clement Govett 1766. Henry Oſmond 

1750. Thomas Heathfield 1835767. William Gorton 

1751. Henry Hodge 1768. John Tucker 


1752. Thomas Finimore | 1769. Benjamin Dickinſon 


14 He reſigned the office. 

15 Elected for the remainder of Mr. Bartow's year, in December, 1739. 

16 An eminent morchent, 1 of the ſubſcriptions after the fire in 1731. 

17 Hath deen Mayor ſive times, and is now che oldeſt member of the corporation. 


18 The moſt conſiderable merchant that ever lived in Tiverton. His influence was fo great over the 
members of the corporation, that every important meaſure of that body was dictated by him many years. 
The burgeſſes for parliament were choſen by his direction ſolely, and every vacancy of the corporation 
filled with his nomination. - By an extenſive mercantile buſineſs, and the peculiar circumſtances of his 
ſituation, he accumulated a very great fortune, obtained univerſal influence, and almoſt unbounded 
power, in every public concern of the town and pariſh, to the end of his life. For ſome anecdotes of 
Mr. Peard, ſee Part TV. annis 1754, 1765; and Part V. page 284. 
The ſleep of a labouring man is ſweet, whether he eat little or much; but the abundance of the 
rich will not ſuffer him to ſleep. There is a ſore evil which I have ſeen under the fun, namely—- 
Riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.” — Solomon. | 


19 Died in the year of office. £ | | 


25 Elected June, 1763, for the remainder of Mr. Barthslomew Davey's year. 
21 bee Part IV. anno x765, and notes 196, 199, &c. 
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Arguſt, 

1770. John Befly 
1771. John Davey 
1772. William Martin 
1773. Thomas Hodge 
1774. George Lewis 
1775. William Martin 
1776. John Owens 
1777. Henry Oſmand. 
1778, John Tucker 
1779. William Tucker 
1780, John Govett 


Lift of the Members of the Corporation, 1790. 
John Davey, Eſq. Mayor. 


| Capital Burgeſſes. 


Henry Oſmond, Eſq. 


John Beſly, merchant 

Benjamin Dickinſon, Eſq. merchant 

John Owens, ſerge-maker 

Sir John Duntze, Bart. M. P. merchant 

William Tucker, baker 

Bernard Beſly, Eſq. collector of cuſtoms 
at Exon 

John Govett, ſurgeon 

Thomas Enchmarch 

Henry Dunsford, draper 

Beavis Wood, Gent, attorney-at-law 

Henry Peard Oſmond, Eſq. 


22 Some uſeful regulations were made by this Mayor to diſcourage drunkenneſs and profaneneſs, 
with good effect. Some others were made to further the operation of uſeful laws, which failed of pro- 
ducing ſalutary effects, by the employ of improper agents, who diſconcerted, by their folly and wicked - 


His TORICAE MEMOIRS os TIVERTON; 


Tut MAYORS. 


Auguft, 
1781, 


1782. 
1783. 
1784. 
1785. 
1786. 
1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 


Richard Enchmarch 

Rev. William Walker, Clerk 

William Lewis, merchant 

William Jenkins, yeoman 

George Cruwys, ſerge - maker 

William Beſly, merchant 

John Burridge Cholwich, Eſq. 

William Nott, tobacconiſt 

Rev. John Pitman, Clerk 

John Dickinſon, merchant 

Right Hon. Dudley Ryder, M. P. joint 
paymaſter of his Majeſty's forces 

John Beedell, druggiſt 

Stephen Hawtrey, Eſq. Recorder. 

Beavis Wood, Gent. Town-clerk. 


neſs, the probably good intentions of the magiſtrate. 


23 When Henry Peard Oſmond, Eſq. who had been elected 31ſt Auguſt, was ſworn into o office. 


John Davey, . 

Benjamin Dickinſon 

John Beſly 

John Webber ur: 

Thomas Enchmarch 

Henry Dunsford: 

Beavis 22 Wood 

Henry Oſmond 

John Dayey 

John Davey, . till 23 14th 
September 


Aſſftants. f 


No. 23. 


Pax VI. APPENDIX. 
No. 23. 


Chronological Lift of the * Burgeſſes for Parliament, returned by the Mayors 
of Tiverton. 


JAMES I. Parliament at 


A. D. 
1616, John Bampfield, Eſq. John Davey, Eſq. Weſtminſter 
1621, Sir George Chudleigh Humphry Were, Eſq. Ditto 
CHARLES TI. 
1625. Sir Rowland St. John John Francis, Eſq. Ditto 
1626. John Duke, Eſq. Peter Ball, Eſq. Ditto 
1628. John Bluett, Eſq. Peter Ball, Eſq. Ditto 
1640. Peter Ball, Eſq. Peter Sainthill, Eſq. Ditto 
1641, Peter * Sainthill, Eſq. George 2 Hartnoll, Eſq. Ditto 
John 2 Elford, Eſq. Robert 2 Shapcote, Eſq. 
COMMONWEALTH. 
1654. Robert 3 Shapcote, Eſq. Major John 3 Blackmore Ditto 
1656. Robert 4 Shapcote, Eſq. alone 
1659. Robert 5 Shapcote, Eſq. Sir Coppleſt. 5 Bampfield, Bart. & . 
F. 5 Warner, Alderm. of London } Ditto 
| CHARLES II. 
1660. Robert 5 Shapcote, Eſq. Roger 6 Colman, Eſq. Ditto 
1660. Thomas Bampfield, Eſq. Robert Shapcote, Eſq. Ditto 
1661. 7 Sir Thomas Stewkley Thomas Carew, Eſq. Ditto 
7 Henry Ford, Eq. Samuel 8 Foot, Eſq. merchant 


1 From Willis's Notitia Parliamentaria, an old authentic ne Liſt of the Members of the ſeveral 
Parliaments, from 1645 to 1660, and MS. Records. 

2 Theſe four perſons were members of the Long parliament; but in what _ 2m Elford and 
Robert Shapcote, Eſqrs. were choſen is uncertain. 

3 Parliament called by Oliver Cromwell, and diſſolved without doing any buſineſs. 

4 The parliament that appointed Oliver Cromwell Protetor.—The members of the Convention 
parliament were elected in the year 1653, by the county at large, in all ſeven members, when thoſe of 
the Long parliament were turned out. | 

s Richard Cromwell's parliament, which was ſoon diſſolved, and the Rump parliament reſtored. 


6 The Convention, called afterwards the Healing parliament. 
This parliament continued almoſt 18 years; in which of theſe years Henry Ford, Eſq and Samuel 
Foot, Eſq. ſucceeded the two firſt members is uncertain. 


$ For a curious anecdote of Mr, Foot, ſee Part V. page 372. 


4D 1679. 
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454 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS oF TIVERTON; 
A. D. CHARLES II. conTiNUED. 


Parliament a 
1679. Samuel Foot, Eſq. Sir Henry Ford, Ent. Weſtminſter 
1679. Samuel Foot, Eſq. Sir Henry Ford, Ent. Ditto 
1681. Samuel Foot, Eſq, * Sir Henry Ford, N Oxford 
JAMES II. * 
1685. Sir Henry Ackland William Coleman, Eſq. Weſtminſter 
: WILLIAM III. and MARY II. 
1688, Samuel Foot, Eſq. William Coleman, Eſq. Ditto 
1690. Thomas 9 Bere, Eſq. Samuel 9 Foot, Eſq. Ditto 
| Sir Anthony 9 Keck, Ent. Ditto 
WILLIAM III. | 
1695. Thomas Bere, Eſq. Hon. Charles Spencer, Eſq. Ditto 
1698. Thomas Bere, Eſq. Lord Charles Spencer Ditto 
1701. 10 Lord Charles Spencer Thomas Bere, Eſq. 1 
1702. Lord Charles Spencer Thomas Bere, Eſq. Ditto 
ANNE. 
1702, Thomas Bere, Eſq. _ Lord Charles Spencer Ditto 
1703. Thomas Bere, Eſq. Rob. 11 Burridge, Eſq. merchant Ditto 
1705. 12 Thomas Bere, Eſq, Richard Mervin, Eſq. Ditto 
1708. Thomas Bere, Eſq. John Worth, Eſq. Ditto 
Richard 13 Mervin, Eſq. | 
1710. Sir Edward 14 Northey, Knt. John Worth, Eſq. Ditto 
1713. 35 Sir Edward Northey, Knt. John Worth, Eſq. Ditto 


9 During this parliament, in the year 1694, was paſſed the act for Triennial parliaments.— Sir 
Anthony Keck was elected on the death of Mr. Foot. | 


10 This year was paſſed the famous act for farther limiting the crown to Sophia, Ducheſs Dowager 
of Hanover, and her Proteſtant heirs. 


11 Merchant of Tiverton, elected inſtead of Charles Lord Spencer, called to the Houſe of Peers, 
See Part VI. No. 22, note No. 4. | 


12 This year another act was paſſed for farther ſecuring the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. In this parlia- 


ment alſo, in 1707, was paſſed the act of Union between England and Scotland, when this became ths 
firſt parliament of Great-Britain. ; 


\ 
13 A double return, when Mr. Mervin, the ſecond name, was firuck off. 
14 The Attorney-General, inſtead of Thomas Bere, Eſq. who had accepted a place, 


15 This year was paſſed the Schiſm bill, to ſuppreſs the ſchools of the Diſſenters. . 715 


APPENDIX. 


GEORGE I. Parliameut at 
1713 16 Sir Edward Northey, Knt. Thomas Bere, Eſq. 5 Weſtminſter 
1722. Arthur Arſcott, Eſq. - George Dean, Eſq. | Ditto 
| GEORGE n. 
1728. Arthur Arſcott, Eſq. Sir Wm. 17 Yonge, Bart. Ditto 
James Nelthorpe, Eq. Ditto 
1735. Arthur Arſcott, Eſq. Dudley Ryder, Efq. Ditto 
1741. Arthur Arſcott, Eſq. Sir Dudley 18 Ryder, Ent. Ditto 
1747. Sir William Yonge, Bart. Sir Dudley Ryder, Knt. Ditto 
Henry Cunningham, Eſq. — — Ditto 
1754. Henry 19 Pelham, Efq. Nath. Tho. 20 Ryder, Eſq, Ditto 
Nathaniel Ryder, Eſq. Ditto 
GEORGE III. 
1761. Sir Edward 2 Montague, Bart. Nathaniel Ryder, Eſq. Ditto 
Charles 2: Gore, Eſq. 
1768. John 22 Duntze, Eſq. merchant — _ — Ditto 
1768. Nathaniel Ryder, Eſq. John Duntze, Eſq. Ditto 
1774. 23 Nathaniel Ryder, Eſq. John Duntze, Eſq. Ditto 


16 This year was paſſed the Riot aft, much uſed in the affairs of Tiverton. In the year 1616 
was paſſed, an act for enlarging the time of continuance of parliaments, called the Septcnnial act; 
whereby this and future parliaments were continued ſeven years, unleſs ſooner diſſolved by the Crown. 
Might not the members of this parliament have paſſed an a& for continuing themſelves during life, as 


honeſtly and conſtitutionally as for ſeven years ?—The late Conformity and Schiſm bills were repealed 
by this parliament, in 1719. 


17 A popular man, and cloſely attached to the Miniſter, Sir Robert Walpole. He had great in- 


fluence over the leading members of the corporation of Tiverton many years; and generally directed 


their choice of burgeſſes to parliament, on vacating his own ſeat, by the acceptance of any place, or 
other wiſe. | 


18 Solicitor-General. | 
19 Brother to the Duke of Newcaſtle, and Paymaſter of the Forces, 


20 Inſtead of Sir Dudley Ryder, Knight, now Lord Chief Juſtice of the Court of King's Bench, 
as locum tenens for his ſucceſſor, Nathaniel Ryder, Eſq. ſon of Sir Dudley, not yet of age. 


21 There is reaſon to believe theſe members were never in Tiverton, but. bargained for their ſeats 


at a diſtance, either with Sir William Yonge, or with Oliver Peard, Eſq the primum mobile of the 


corporation. See Part VI. No. 22, note 18. 


22 Merchant of Exeter. 


23 About this time the American war commenced, and was ſupported by this parliament, 
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A. D. GEORGE III. conTtriwven. Parliament, a- 
1776. John 24 Wilmot, Eſq. — h Swi * Winder 
1780. Sir John Duntze, Bart. Honourable Dudley 25 Ryder Ditto. * 
1784. Sir John Duntze, Bart. Honourable Dudley Ryder Ditto 
1790. — — — Right Hon. Dudley 26 Ryder Ditto 


June 18, 1790. Sir John 27 Duntze, Bart. Right Hon. Dudley 27 Ryder Ditto 


No. 24. No. 25. 
Ur s ö 

Of the Recorders. Of the Town-Clerks. 
1615. Humphry 2 Were, Eſq. + 1615. Henry 7 Newte, Gent. 
1618. Edmund Were, Eſq. ; Henry 7 Newte, jun. Gent. 
1655. Robert 3 Shapcote, Eſq. 1655. Henry Fitzwilliams, Gent. 
1686. Chriſt. Monk, Duke of Albemarle 1686. T. Webber, Gent. 
1712. James Glaid 1712. J. Richards, Gent. Dep. Town-clew 
1724. John 4 Webber, Eſq. 1724. George 8 Davey, Gent. 
1725. Sir William 5 Yonge, Bart. 1725. John Newton, Gent. 
1748. Richard 5 Parminter, Eſq. 1730. John Richards, Gent. 
1759. John Short, Eſq. _- 1739. John Nicoll, Gent. 
1765. James Bernard, Eſq. 1744. George Davey, Gent. 
1781. Stephen Hawtrey, Eſq. 1765. Beavis Wood, Gent, 


24 Inſtead of Nathaniel Ryder, Eſq, called to the Houſe of Peers, by the title of yu! Harrowby, 
as locum tenens for the Hon. Dudley Ryder, not yet of age. 


25 ' Eldeſt ſon of Lord Harrowby. 
26 Re-choſen, on his being appointed Comptroller of his Majeſty's Houſhold. 
27 The laſt general eleCtion. | 


1 From Beavis Wood, Gent. the preſent Town-clerk. 
2 Named in the firſt charter. See Part VI. No. 5. 


3 Burgeſs for Parliament many years, and in critical times. 


4 Named in the laſt charter. See Part VI. No. 6. 
5 Sec Part VI. No. 23, note 17. 


6 See Part IV. note 164. 


Named in the firſt charter. See Part VI. No. s. 
$ Named in the laſt charter. See Part VI. No. 6, 


PART VI. 


r Lifts of the Governors, Deputy-Governors, and Treaſurers, under the Hoſpital 
Act of Parliament. 


A. D. 
1698. 
1699. 
1700. 
1701. 
1702. 
1703. 
1704. 
1705. 
1706. 
1707. 
1708, 
1709. 
1710. 
1711. 
1712. 


1713. 
1714. 


1715. 
1716. 
1717. 
1718. 


1719. 
1720. 


1721. 
1722. 
1723. 
1724. 


1 From the Journal of the Guardians, and other authentic records. 


Governors. 
John Upcott 
Robert Burridge 
Bernard Goddard 


Peter 2 Weſt, Eſq. 


Arthur Culme 
John Upcott 
William Upcott 
Robert London 
Edward Gatchell 
John Newte 
William Heathfield 
Triſtram Furlong 
William Froſt 
George Thorne 
Robert London 
Arthur Culme 
John Upcott 
George Thorne 


William 4 Upcott 


Nathaniel Thorne 


William Coleman, Eſq. 


Samuel Newte - 


John Hartnoll, Eſq. 


John Vyvyan 
John Triſtram 
Peter Blundell 
Peter Blundell 


APPENDIX. 


No. 26. 


Deputy Governors, 


John Cock 

Roger Chamberlin 
John Triſtram 
Arthur Culme 
William Upcott 
John Newte 
Robert London 
Edward Gatchell 
Peter Bartow 
William Heathfield 
Triſtram Furlong 
Richard Cock 
Henry 3 Blagdon 
John Triſtram 
Nathaniel "Thorne 
Peter Blundell . 
Peter Bartow 
William Upcott 
George Davey 
Richard Spurway 
Oliver Peard 
John Anſtey 
John Vyvyan 
John Triſtram 
William Sharland 
John Lock 

John Lock 


2 Lord of the Manor. See Part II. anno 1702, 


3 See Part III. Lift of Donors, No. 76. 


4 See Part IV. anno 1732, and Part VI, No, 9. 


4E 


Treaſurers. 
Matthias Jenkins 
William Upcott 
Peter Weſt, Eſq. 
Robert London 
Triſtram Furlong 
John Cock 
Edward Gatchell 
William Heathfield 
Robert Stone 
Richard Cock 
Thomas Glaſs 
William Froſt 
Peter Bartow 
Matthew Chapple 
Henry Blagdon 
Richard Denſham 
Peter Blundell 
George Davey, ſen. 
John Andrews 
George Davey, jun. 
John Triſtram 


John Blundell 


Clement Govett 
Daniel Woodward - 
Leonard Blagdon 
Nathaniel Collins 
Nathaniel Collins 


458 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


A. D. Governors, Deputy Governors. Treaſurers. 
1725. Samuel Burridge William Sampford John Norman 
1726, Leonard Blagdon Jonathan Brookes Michael Glaſs 
1727, John Norman Richard Denſham Robert Dunsford 


1723, William Coleman, Eſq. William Heathfield Samuel Lewis 
1729. William Upcott, Eſq. Thomas Birchenſha Oliver Peard 


1730. Robert Dunsford Samuel 5 Lewis Thomas Anſtey, jun. 
1731. John Maunder Richard Denſham Caleb Inglett 
1732. Caleb Inglett Clement Govett John London 
1733. George Davey John London Thomas Morgan 
1734. Oliver Peard, Eſq. Amos Matthews Thomas Heathfield 
1735. Clement Govett George 5 Oſmond Robert Dunsford 
1736. George Oſmond Robert Dunsford John Cannington 

. ü 1737. Robert Dunsford John Cannington Walter Broad 

'H | 1738. Philip Blundell, Eſq. Thomas 7 Glaſs, M. D. Bartholomew Davey 

| 1739. Walter Broad Henry Rich Thomas How 

1740. Richard Denſham Thomas Rogers Thomas King 
1741. Thomas 8 Enchmarch Thomas Hartnoll William Wood 
1742. John Cannington Thomas King Clement Govett 

! 1743. Thomas King Thomas London John Parſons 

1 | 1744. Thomas London Clement Govett Samuel Lewis, jun, 


s A very reſpectable merchant, who long conduCted a large buſineſs with great reputation, and 
built, ſoon after the fire in 1731, the moſt magnificent houſe in Tiverton. See Part V. note 80. 


6 Another conſiderable merchant, who lived in Peter-ſtreet, in the houſe ſuppoſed to have been built 
by Robert Chilcott, founder of the Free Engliſh ſchool, | 


7 A very eminent phyſician. He was a native of Tiverton, and educated at the univerſity of Leyden, 
in Holland, under the famous Dr. Bocrhaave. At the the time he held the above office, Dr. Glaſs re- 
fided in the new apartments of the Caſtle of Tiverton : from thence, a ſhort time after, he went to Exon ; 
and continued in great and reſpectable practice in that city a long courſe of years. His profeſſional abi- 
lities were highly and almoſt univerſally eſteemed, He was Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine 
[1% | at Paris, and the honours of ſeveral colleges were conferred on him. Dr. Glaſs died 5th February, 
1 1787; and was buried the following Sunday in St. David's church-yard, Exon. A good painting of 
him, by Opie (thought a ſtriking likeneſs, in a fitting poſture), adorns the hall of meeting in the Devon 
and Exeter Hoſpital; and an elegant print, from an engraving by Ezekiel, of Exon, taken from it, was 
Publiſhed in the year 1788. | 


8 Mr. Thomas Enchmarch, father of the above, was a very reſpectable merchant of Tiverton many 
years, He was the ſon of the pariſh clerk, and gradually roſe by merit to be one of the greateſt 
merchants of the town. He built, on the weſt ſide of Bampton-ftreet, a large and elegant brick houſe 
and behind it the moſt convenient mercantile apartments in Tiverton, Mr. Enchmarch raiſed a nu- 
merous family, and acquired an ample fortune with unblemiſhed reputation, 
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PART VI. 


A. D. 


1745» 
1746. 
1747+ 
1748. 
1749. 
1750. 
1751. 
1752. 
1753. 
1754. 
1755» 
1750. 
1757+ 
1758. 
1759. 
1760. 
1761. 
1762. 
1763. 
1764. 
1765. 
1766. 
1767. 
1768. 
1769. 


Governors. 
Clement Govett 


John Cholwich, Eſq. 
Samuel Newte, Clerk 


William Wood 
Thomas Finimore 
Bartholomew Davey 
Arthur Buckland 
William Gorton 
Thomas Hartnoll 
Thomas Bidgood 
John Voyley 
George 11 Lewis 
George Davey 
Martin 12 Dunsford 
Thomas Heathfield 
Henry Hodge 

John Tucker 
George Cruwys 
John Beſly 

William Horabin 


Rich. 13 Blundell, Eſq. 
Samuel Newte, Clerk 


William Smale 
David Gorton 
Thomas Hodge 


9 See Part V. page 332. 


10 See Part V. page 352, note 220. 


APPENDIX. 
Deputy Governors. 


Thomas Rogus 


Thomas Finimore 


William Wood 
Thomas Finimore 
Bartholomew Davey 
Arthur Buckland 
Richard Enchmarch 
William Anſtey 
Robert Glaſs 
Samuel Pearſe 
Michael Glaſs 
Nicholas Marder 
James How 

John Gill 

John Tucker 
George Cruwys 


William Horabin 


William Maunder 


John Davey 


Thomas Hodge 
William Wood 


Richard Blundell, Eſq. 


John Owens 
William Tucker 
Bernard Beſly 


Treaſurers. 
Thomas Finimore 
Richard Enchmarch 
John Davey 
Triſt. 9 Whitter, Clerk 
Arthur Buckland 
William o Daddo, Clerk 
William Gorton 
George Lewis 
John Voyſey 
John Voyſey 
Charles Morgan 
Thomas Bidgood 


Nicholas Marder 


Richard Enchmarch 
George Cruwys 
John Tucker 
George Cruwys 
John Beſly 
William Horabin 
William Maunder 
Thomas Stark 
Benjamin Dickinſon 
David Gorton 
Thomas Hodge 
William Tucker 


11 A conſiderable merchant many years, who lived very genteelly, was ſocially inclined, and "IN 
an hoſpitable houſe. 


12 A reputable ſerge- maker, whoſe character was eſteemed as much as 4 of any man in Tiverton. 
See Part IV. note 166, and Part V. note 148. 


13 A man of remarkable humanity and bene volence. 
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No. 27. 


An * Account of the ſeveral Taxes and Rates collected in Tiverton at the different 
periods deſcribed below. 


A. b. OP 7 4 Poor's Rates. Church Rates. Liberty Rates. Summa Rates, 
„ 44. „ . . fo . &t. „ 
1612, 120 0 0 120 0 © 
1656, 472 18 4 472 18 4 
1680, 499 18 9 499 18 9 
1685, 713 14 © 604 11 8 604 11 8 
16866, gro 5 14 510 5 1} 
1688, 402 10 © 402 10 © 
1689, 921 4 9 
1690, 1662 1 6x 
1692, 703 2 8 763 2 8 
1696, 952 13 1+ 952 13 12 
1697, 1189 2 1189 2 8 
1698, 1484 10 5 820 12 820 12 6 
1699, 1130 7 2 1130 7 2 
7700, 734 3 104 734 3 101 
1710, 2238 18 10 960 4 2 960 4 2 
1720, 1679 4 14 946 4 11+ 946 4 11; 
1730, 1119 9 $ 1213 9.10 * 17." B313- 9:10 
1740, 2238 18 10 n 1173 1 3 
1750, 1679 4 14 1215 8 4+ . 1215 8 44 
1760, 2238 18 10 1190 8 8 1190 8 8 
1766, 2238 18 10 1528 6 8 1528 6 8 
1766, 2238 18 10 1535 4 6 16334 4 6 
1767, 1679 4 1} 21539 5 5 1539 5 5 
1768, 1679 4 1F 1532 14 2 | 1532 14 2 
1769, 1679 4 12 1360 17 10 173 16 1191 8 1 17256 7 51 
1770, 


x Collected from Hewett's Memoirs, old Rates in the Hoſpital cheſt, and the Pariſh Account Books. 


2 'The firſt monies for building the Hoſpital were raiſed by a rate this year of 200 weeks, amounting 
to the ſum of 4531. 5s, 4d. to be deducted from the whole ſum _=_ of 1130l. 78. ad. raiſed for the 
uſe both of the poor and building this year. 


3 From this period the Hoſpital act (ſee Part VI. No. 15), for the better regulation and government 
of the poor and pariſh, was laid akde, and the government of both conducted again under thc general 
poor laws. | 


4 A rate to provide for the expences of Tiverton liberty excluſively, inſtead of the county rates, 


m which the inhabitants of the borough of Tiyerton are not aſſeſſed, nor receive any benefit —_— 
- W 
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. Fw” 5 
Q 


Fry 2 Poor's Rates. 1 Churgh Rates. Liberty Rates. Summa Rates. 
. . d. 4. . d. C. . d. 4. . 4. 4 
1770, 167 4. 1k 1446 6 1% 9 0 | 1617 11 6% 
1771, 2238 18 10 1663 0 4 409 13 1 2072 14 of 
1972, 1679 4 1} 2099 17: 9 17114 6 91 3 © 2362 15 3 
1773, 1679 4 14 2547 11 9 171 7 © 2718 18 9 
1774, 1679 4 14 2537 17 © 85 10 © 2623 7 0 
1775, 1679 4 15 2518 13 10 127 4 15 2645 17 11 
1776, 2238 18 10 2502 19 4 504 10 178 13 8 3186 4 0 
1777, 2238 18 10 2110 15 © 207 6 5 2318 1 5E 
1778, 2238 18 10 2275 10 10 493 3 6 175 1 $8 2943 16 © 
1779, 2238 18 10 2284 2 10 496 2 0 $25 19 © 3306 3 10 
1780, 2238 18 10 2274 6 10 451 9 1 | 2725 15 11 
1781, 2238 18 10 2144 18 6 197 11 ofZ 2342 9 6 
1782, 2238 18 10 2183 11 11 471 4 3 504 10 3 3159 6 f 
1783, 2238 18 10 2347 1 5 325 2 © 2682 3 5 
1984, 2238 18 10 2370 111 0 321 17 9 $037 1 8 
1785, 2238 18 10 2737 6 o g30 8 -© $03 183 6 3329 19 © 
1786, 2238 18 10 3068 10 2 160 1 8 170 411 3398 16 9 
1787, 2238 18 10 2718 16 11 319 15 10 169 10 6 3208 3 3 
1788, 2238 18 10 3394 9 2 2800 © 6+ © n 
1789, 2238 18 10 3140 17 5 159 8 4 16g 14 © 3469 19 9 
1790, 2238 18 10 3204 2 3. 2159 6 © 170 6 2 3 14 5 


3533 


Whilſt the Hoſpital act continued in force, all monies for the expences qf the liberty or borough, repairs 
of the churches, and maintenance of the poor, were raiſed by one general aſſeſſment, the Poor's rate 
only; conſequently the accounts were ſubje& to the controul of the Governors and Guardians of the 


poor and pariſh. 
The ſum when the land-tax is at three ſhillings in the pound. 
6 The ſum when the land-tax is at four ſhillings in the pound. 
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No. 28. 


Extrafts from the * : Regiſter of 1 pariſh bib of Tiverton, commencing the 
i dy of Jamar, 1560, N Ss. 


Boptiſms. Marriages, Bariak, 


From 1ſt January, 1560, to iſt Ne 1 361 — 47 30 58 
21ſt March, 1565, to 1ſt March, 1566 — . 54 

1ſt March, 1570, to iſt March, 1571 "Io. IF: 103 

.2ſt March, 1580, to aſt March, 1581 = 28 35 | 79 

1ſt March, 1600, to 1ſt March, 1691, A. et AdF $5 5::- G4 

iſt March, 1610, to 1ſt March, 1611 - 164 31 113 

29th Sept. 1653, to 29th Sept. 1660, 7 years 1108 569 1063 

iſt March, 1615, to iſt March, 1616 - 187 45 76 


1ſt March, 1591, to 1ſt March, 1592 - 100 48 $51 


| 


x This Regiſter begins with ©. For baptiſms, 3 Domini 1569 * in the 3d year of the reign 
« of our ſovereign lady the Queen Elizabeth that now is.— The Regiſter copied ta the 13th November, 
1608, and ſigned at the foot of every page from the beginning, by me, 
| | « JouN WesrT.” 
The firſt baptiſm is Richord, daughter of Chriſtopher Gover, ad day of January, 1559-60, 
The firſt marriage, Richard Cattenhigh and Katteryn Malyge, 2d January, 1 559-60. en 
The firſt burial, William Halſe, roth January, 1559-60. 
Theſe years are ſelected, for being on ſome accounts extraordinary; particularly the period of ſeven 
years during the Prote ctorates of O. and R. Cromwell, and that of x $91, the year of the plague. 
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ParT VI. APPENDIX. 


The number of Baptiſms, Marriages, and Burials, recorded in the Pariſh 1 Re- 
gifter of St. Peter's * church, Tiverton, in the ſeveral following periods, 


of fix ears . 


Baptiſns. _ Marriages, Burials. 
From iſt January, 1560, to iſt " THOR 1565 484 137 227 
iſt March, 1581, to 1ſt March, 1587 - Tos 170 549 
iſt March, 1601, to iſt March, 1607 - 789 239 484 
iſt March, 1620, to iſt March, 1626 - 1226 315 808 
1ſt March, 1640, to 1ſt 3 March, 1646 1272 270 1411 
iſt March, 1660, to 1ſt March, 1666 = 914 221 90 
iſt March, 1680, to iſt March, 1686 — 1101 322 1060 
iſt March, 1700, to iſt March, 1706 — 1116 331 1175 
1ſt March, 1720, to iſt March, 1726 - 1070 284 1175 
iſt March, 1740, to iſt 4 March, 1746 895 340 1472 
iſt January, 1760, to 1ſt January, 1766 891 292 915 
1ſt January, 1780, to iſt January, 1786 1144 367 1038 
25th March, 1784, to 25th March, 1790 1216 321 960 


I Few perſons, I believe, can read a pariſh regiſter with attention, without making ſerious reflec- 

tions, very humiliating to human vanity. 'The grand epochs are within a few pages of cach other; in 
the ſhort tale of birth, marriage, and burial, the whole of life is there compriſe; and the moſt active 
or important man paſſed to his long home, miſſed but a little while, and ſoon buried in oblivion, Let 


the gay and thoughtleſs, the ambitious or worldly-minded, but read ſuch lift, or viſit the chambers of 


the dead, where ſome of; theſe reſearches have led me, and perhaps the kefſons of morality will be more 


ſtrangly impreſſed on their minds: they might be induced to ſay, with a late amiable poet 
Whene er I feel my virtue fail, There the vile foot of ev'ry clown, 
Or my ambitious thoughts prevail, Tramples the ſons of honour down; 
Tul take a turn among the tombs, Beggars with awful aſhes ſport, 
And ſee whereto all glory comes : And tread the Cæſars in the dirt. ufs. 


2 Beſides the above regiſter liſt, there is reaſon to believe that ſome perſons were buried annually in 
the ſeveral chapel- yards in the pariſh; I have therefore calculated the fuppoſed number in the compu- 
tation of population (ſee Appendix, No. 30) from the Regiſter of Cove chapel, in the yard belonging 
to which four perſons have been buried annually, on an average, from the year 1700 to the preſent 
time. Few . ; 

3 The ſweating ſickneſs carried off about zoo perſons extraordinary in the year 1644, which are 
not included in the calculation, to determine the number living. | 


4 The ſpotted: fever carried off about 400 perſons extraordinary in the year 1741, excluded alſo from 
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No. 29. 
Real Rate of the population of Tiverton pariſh, Fanuary, 1790. 


Houſes. Men. Women. Children, Sum, 


In the * town, within the turnpike gates, 1074 1279 1898 2169 5343 
In Pitt 2 quarter, without the town, 105 186 194 325 705 
In Tidcombe 3 quarter, ditto 59 95 96 144 335 
In Clare 4 quarter, ditto '- 57 9 98 143 337 
In Prior's 5 quarter, ditto - 62 120 104 I52 376 


— — — — 299  KUwww___ Moe 


1357 1776 2387 2933 7096 


—_— 


nne 


No. 30. 


Probable flate of the population of Tiverton pariſh, at the ſeveral following 
periods of Time. 


Anno. Perſons. Anno. Perfors. Anno. Pexfons. 
1565, about 2545. 1665, about 6742. 1745, about 7946, 
1585, about 4154. 1685, about 7859. 1765, about 6808, 
1605, about 3683. 1705, about 8693. 1785, about 7699. 
1625, about 6032. 1725, about 8693. 1790, about 7134. 


1645, about 8228. 


The average of ſix 5 years is taken for every period, calculated from the liſts of 
burials only, at the rate of one perſon out of 434 dying every year; becauſe that pro- 
portion agrees nearly with the 7 number of perſons living at preſent, and the average 
annual liſts of burials for the laſt fix years, viz. from 25th of March, 1784, to 25th 
of Os I 7903 a period that hath been free from general epidemic diſorders, 


1 Numbered by Caleb Adams, one of the town beadles. 
2 Numbered by William Coles, farmer, of Lithycourt, and Robert Rowe, Eſq. of Court- place. 
3 Numbered by John Baker, farmer, of Chettiſcombe-barton. | 
. 4 Numbered by George Beſly, farmer, of Deepaller, and Robert Wright, of Higher-brooke. 
5 Numbered by Robert Wright, farmer, of Higher-brooke. 
6 See Appendix, No. 28, and note 2. | 


7 The number of inhabitants at preſent amount by tale to 7096 only, though eſtimated on this ſcalc 
of computation 3134; becauſe it is more probable that ſome perſons were omitted in numbering than 
any added; conſequently that the ſcale of computation ſhould be greater rather than leſs, 


No. 31 · 
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PART VI. APPENDIX. | 465 
No. 31. 
To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain, in Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble 1 Petition of the Gentlemen, Merchants, Traders, and Manufacturers, 
inhabitants of the borough of Tiverton, in the county of Devon, 
SHEWETH, | 

That your petitioners have long been deprived of the great iſ of being repre. 
ſented in parliament ; that a. corporation of twenty-five men only (many of them non- 
reſidents, and place-men, choſen by themſelves) ele two repreſentatives for this bo- 
rough, containing upwards of five thouſand inhabitants an excluſive advantage, of 
which there are very few (if any) examples beſides in the kingdom. 

Your petitioners moſt humbly beg leave to obſerve, that a repreſentation ſo confined 
and diſproportioned is not only injurious to themſelves, but a great national grievance, 
inſufficient to ſecure in future the bleſſings of a free conſtitution, and unlikely to ſpeak 
the voice of the people. 

Your petitioners do therefore earneſtly intreat this Houſe to conſider the ſubject of 
this petition, in humble confidence that this Houſe will ſeriouſly attend to their com- 
plaints, and grant them fuch redreſs, in common with their fellow- ſubjects throughout 
the kingdom, as the wiſdom of this honourable Houſe ſhall approve. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
Signed by 91 freeholders; 
| 370 freemen, houſekeepers ; 
20 freemen, not houſekeepers. 


Total 4a 


No. 32. 


* Entraf from Liber Regis, vel Theſaurus Rerum Eccleſiaſticarum, by John 
Bacon, Eſq. Receiver of the Firſt Fruits. Publiſhed 1786. 


DIOCESE or EXETER. 
IIVING NOT IN CHARGE, 
TIVERTON—ST. JAMES RECTORY, 


Clear yy value. | DISCHARGED. Yearly tenths. 
L. d. 4. A. 


= 
10 0 0 Prior's quarter, in Tiverton— King's College, Cambridge o o o 


1 Guia from the original, preſented to the Houſe of Combs. 


2 Communicated by the Rev. Henry Cruwys, L. L. D. of Cruwys Morchard. 
4G REMAINING 


. HISTORICAL MEMOIRS or TIVERTON. 


Clear SOV 0. REMAINING IN CHARGE, Yearly tenths, 


27 0 o Clare portion, in Tiverton—St, Peter's church. Epiſc, 4 14 0 


1 


prox. 8d. Archidiac. prox. 2s. Syn. & cath, 1s. 1d. 
Dimiſs ad firm. —Richard Newte, Gent. 1678. Samuel 
p. h. v. 1760. 

36 © © Pitt portion, in Tiverton - St Peter's church. Epiſe. prox. 
8d. Archidiac. prox. Syn. & cath. 3s. zd. Val. in 
redd. aſſiſ. de le glebe-land, 41. 10s. per ann. in decim. 
garb. &c.—Sir Richard Vyvian, Bart. 1716. Sir Tho. 
Carew, and others, 1742. Sir Thomas Carew and Mr. 

| Samuel Newte, 1777. 

27 o o Tidcombe portion, in 'T iverton--St, Peter's church. Epilc. 
prox. 8d. Archidiac. prox. Syn. & cath. 3s. 14d. 
Val. in terr. glebel. 3l. 16s. in decim. garb. &c.—Peter 
Newte, Gent. this turn, 1716. Sir Thomas Carew, 
1742. John Newte, 1782. Y 
CHAPEL NOT CERTIFIED. | 
Cove chapel, in Tiverton—St. John Baptiſt. 


N. B. Courtenay, Earl of Devonſhire, divided Tiverton Rectory St. James into 


three parts, viz. Tidcombe, Clare, and Pitt, at 100 marks a-piece. 
| ON THE PRESENT ECCLESIASTICAL LIST. 


Burridge, Eſq. p. h. v. 1721. George Furſden, Eſq. 


3 12 


2 14 


Tiverton (St. Peter's). There are four different rectories, or portions, in this church, 


viz. Clare, Pitt, Prior's, and Tidcombe. 


Clare portion, r. v. 180l.—Patron, Repreſentatives of Samuel Newte, Clerk.— 


R. Mr. Henry L. and. 


Pitt portion, r. v. 220l.— Patron, Rev. Sir Carew Vyvian, Bart. and Repreſentatives 


of Samuel Newte, Clerk, alternately. 


Prior's portion, imp. diſcharged. —ſmpr. Provoſt and F ellows of King's College, 


Cambridge, who put in a ſtipendiary curate. 


Tidcombe portion, r. v. 240l. Patron, dubious. Rev. Sir Carew Vyvian, Bart. 
Sir Thomas Carew, Bart. and Repreſentatives of Samuel Newte, Clerk, are claimants. 


New church, in Tiverton (St. James), by the portioniſts, in turns. 
Cove chapel, to Pitt portion, 225 " | 
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ERRATA tr ADDENDA. 


Line. PA RT | 
— The note marked 16 ſhould be 17. 


9. Inſtead of corporation, read incorporation. 2 
PART II. $i... 
9. Inſtead of Culliton, read Colyton, a” 


2. Inſtead of heir, read heireſs. 
14. For that ceremony, read the ceremony. 
3. Inſtead of then married to, read who had been married to, 


No. PART III. 


6. For an alms-houye, read alms-houſes; inſtead of Millbroote, read Willbrooke-road; and after 


the words for ever, read and repairing the ſaid houſes and chapel adjoining. 

13. Add the ſum 2400/. in the columns Money and “Value, parallel with the firſt line 
of the donation, 

15. Add the ſum 400. in the column Value, parallel with the firſt line of the donation. 

17. Add to this donation thoſe deſcribed in Part V. page 341, given by the ſame donor, but 
omitted in this place. 

go. For any other congregation, read any other Baptift congregation. 


Note. PART IV. 

42. For Hiram Martyr, read Hiram Arthur. 

77. For Lucy Waters, read Lucy Valter; and for Deaſy farm, read Peaſy farm. 
— The note marked 231 ſhould be 232. 


Line, ; PART V. 


— Tnſtead of the note 40, read the N. B. in page 293. 
— Inſtead of village Bolbam, read from the village of Bolbam. 


| Read Ionic; inflead of Deric. 


19. Inſtead of nearly they are, read nearly as they are. 


No. Line. PART VI. 
7, 14. Inſtead of by nine certain wayes, read beene certain Wayes. 
17, 19. The words « aforeſaid, Eſq.” muſt be read next to « Tiverton,” in line 17. 


439, 20, — Inſtead of 22/. 135. 34. for the valuation of Canonſleigh nunnery, read 1977. 35. 1d. 


This being the religious houſe deſcribed in Part V. note 28, which, by miſtake, or 


following an erroneous writing, is ſaid there to have been at Leigh, near Clare 
quarter, Tiverton, 


